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ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE Misswnary Society, instituted in London, in 
the year 1795, for *the sole purpose of diftiisiu^ the 
Gospel in HeaUien and other .i>aenligiitened countries, 
first dir<'cted their tiews to the isJaiids of the Pacific 
» Ocean ; after which their attention was turned to the 
vast continent oflAfrica-'^ That lonjjj neglected and 
much injured cou’ntry appeared to the Din^ctors 
have powerful claims* on their regard. Accordingly, 
in the year 1798, Doctor Van dor Kernp, a respectatde 
physician of Holland, who had devoted himself to the 
arduous and honourable oificeofa Christian Missionary 
to the Heathen, went forth from England under ^^e 
auspices of the Society, accompanied by Mr. Kicherer 
and other p^ ns men. Not succeeding in the establish- 
iiK ut of a mi.-sioa amon^ the Cattres^whom ho first 
visited, he removed to HethS^-tlorp near Algoa Hay,’ 

’ where, with the assistSnee of Mr. Head and others, he 

■ 

formed a settlement, Ti# this s^mt ho was directed by 
the Governor Jf the Colony, (Gx^neral Jansens.) who 
granted^ portion of land, >^ith cattle, and other requi- 
sites f(>r\the fccomplishmeut of the object. Hero a 
considerable \;illage was formed, the knowledge-of use- 
ful art^ was introduced, an^, as the primary^ object, 
A?ospel of Jesus Christ w'«e preao^ied, and religions in- 
struction ati'orded : sw that, by«t|h!?' Uivino a 
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great number of (the degraded Hottentots became sincere 

Christians apd /useful members of society.* The pro- 
* ( * 

greSs and present sUte of this settlement appear in 
the following .pages. * 

• 

* By the diligent and zealous efforts of Dr. Van der 
Kemp, Messrs. Kichcrer, Anderson, Read, Ulbricht, 
Albrecht, pud other iiii5«ioiiaries, th‘e same plan was 
adop^e^in several other parts .-^f South Africa, particu- 
larly at 3^aak River, Klaar Water, near, the Great or 
Orange River, and in the Great and Lesser Namacqim 
countries.* Coflsiderable success, though in various 
degrees, crow iied their labours. 

* * 

At length it pleased (JeJH to reifove by death that 
vatuaBle man who superintended tie African missions; 
Ji/hcii the Directors thought it expedient to request one 
of their own body, the Rev. John Campbell, to visit the 
country, personally to inspect the different settlements, 
and to establish such regulations, in concurrence with 
M r. Read and the other missionaries, as might be most 
conducive to the attainment of the great end proposed — 
the convorlSion of the heathen, keeping i*; view at the 

i 

same time the promotion of their civilization, 

« • • t* v. 

S' 

Mr. Campbcjl readily undertook the arduous task.* 
He sailed from England, Juritt ^4, 1812, and arrived ^ 
the Cape on the 3 jib of Oct<^ber. \ , 

After obtaining from bis J^xcellericy Sir jQhn Crudock, 
letleii^ of introduction to the several Landdrosts through 
^^:oso di>k'i(jts he bad^ occasion to pass, as well as 
medial ill for million 4-om th^ Colonial Secrclary, Heu.r^ 
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Alexander, Ksq. respecting the former commuiiicivtioiis 
of the niissiouaries with the goverruif^nt of the (?ape, 
•Mr. Campbeil prpceeded first to Bethelsdorp, abonb'five 
h(Tfia'i Julies eas# of the Cape; from ^thence northward 
to Crauf Reynet, then to Griqiia town, and from thence 
to Lattakoo, a populous city scarcely known to Eiii:o- 
peans ; he afterwards visited several tribes of people, 
some of whom had never before seen a white man ; 
several of their chiefs expressed their Teadiness ti^ receive^ 
Christian instructors. Mr. Campbell then returnc'd to 
Griqua town, froni fvhich place he travefied westward 
us far as Pella^on the other side of ^Africa, near the 
mouth of the Greai Orange River, and from thenc’c 
travelled southvvarS, parallel with the west ooast of 
Africa, till, after 4 laboriifliis and perilous journey of 
nine months, he ^reached Cape-town in healcn iinTl 
safety. . , ^ 

Having obtain^ the great objects of his journey, and 
settled the affair*f the Society in a satisfactory man- 
ner, Mr. (!Jainpbell sailed for England in the liwg 
Venus, Captain Kilgour, on the l,3th of Februaiy, and 
arrived at Plymouth on the 4th of May, 1814. l-li'*jm- 
mediately pressed forward to London, and arrivc'd jusi 
ill time to be present at the* A^fiversary^Mee^nig of tli^ 
Society, w'hen he htJd au opportunity of gratifying • 
numerous assemblies w itb a general account of^his pro- 
ceedings. ^ He ^"iis received by the Society with grate 
ful plejjjfftire, and the warmest thanks of tin; body were 
voted toYiim with perfeeJi unanimity. * 
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stance of his jo urtuil ; and the volume is now presented 
to the public^ as^a memorial of his diligence^, tortitiido, 
and^ prudence. It is hoped that the work will be* 
perused, not qijl}& by the Members o# the 
by every Christian Philanthropist, with pleasure and 
advantage. 

By uanEK of tuhv Directors. 


London y Dec. 22, 1814. 
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C'ilA!’. L 

vovAfiR TO T)}i: i:\vE or coon hope. 

0.\’ i{\o. Uventy-four of 181’2, acTOinpnnu'il by 

to\ ftic.nd Mr. ( jcojj^c 'rhoiii, a jV[j>sK>nary» tluai mtended 
fnr C:iJ('JjU'), I wj at on board the K^ibella at CrnUTSciwI,^ 
<'onmiaihh(l by Caotaai iVachc. lii conse<jnoncc of a 
of wind, we were uinb r liio rteces.-^iiy of into 

Portsmouth to repair the ve.vsel, where wo reriiained 
until the Stii idMnly, vviicn wo ‘•ad wn!i a fair wovl.^ 
On the 2(ii li w t, passed the Canary isla'ods, wlirie tlnS 
pla^’ueai that time was earrvin{>' oiT many of ihi: inlia^ 
bjtants. We h;id a view of ihefamoiis l\alv of 'I’eiuniii*, 
vvdose liea*! rose iiiajeslically ghove liic t loyds. •fAti tiie 
;itl of Aucnisl we (‘ame in sia’jtu. Hunavisia, one of the 
(/.ipe do Verd islands; ana on the evemnq: of the olji we 
caf>l .Whor oil’ Port Praya, ii* the i>!^nvl of St. .la;.;o. Next 
vvvut on shore. ^AVhiie'Uici'c wo visited the 
Roman C>jt?iolic ^/priest, who titated us vvljii niucl^ 
Civility. sln^.ved us his hbrary, which he kojit in a 
eldest, but in wliich the volume of nispirat-mi svtjajuii.t. to 
be found: on perfeiving this, Mr. 'Hliuin promiS|d him a 
N(;w Testament in the P^ii4(i!^uesc» language when vve^ 
came next on shore, which he cxj)rc55ed u w'illingiie^;3 
receive. 


V0\ ACE TO THE CAPE. 


o ' 


liS12. 


We left Port P^aya on the lOth of August, ami crossed 
the Line on the 21st,- M^hen the usual forniaIitj(’s wore 
minutely obsQi\Vied hy the seamen. On tlic lith of Octo- 
ber, when in full (pcpectation of reaching Cape-town od 
the succeeding day, the wind changed to the S. I", and 
blew" directly against us with so much violeiu e as to raise 
tlui sea inountain-lngli. The day following it blew with 
redoubled fury, wiiieli obliged us to lay to iphlc i a leofed 
topsail and diiving away from our port* O ■ i., ] uh the 
sea conlinued trcfliendously awful, c siK.t- ‘/clock 
in the morning we were almost oversi-t ' djeadful sea 
break iiiglirm* us: the falling* of cltairs, and the i all! mg of 
plates aiijj glasses, prevented all sleep. NV'iuni preparing 
for breakfast, a sea, vvitba sound like thunder, i>ioke upon 
the vessel, and strew'cd the flour id th * rdnilten d tea 
tiling^?, Perha['S of all scene^s whilh d-i- lioiuan eye caj^. 
possibly behold, such a stofm,, ii. sVt is « :.‘litnde, is the; 
most grand, majestic, and aw’^ «• ■" ‘veuing the 

wind began to abate. On the h ;*. ;; - , at noon, we 

found the storm had driven u-^ , u i.; i hnndrt-d miles 
beyond the latitude of the Cap,^* m/ > » iMindii'd miles 
further to tlie westward in lougiium-, noon we were 
able to direct our course once more townnls the 
but on the I7tli, when within about a Imndn^d mdes of 
k, violent siiuidls from the S. I', drove us out toseaagain: 
that evening the sea rosc,iiiid raged as iiigh and furious 
as ever/ nine (^’clt-ck the elements seemed con- 

spiring to oftect our dci^truclion, which produced a very 
serioits inecling for praye^ in the cabin, for our presorva- 
feion from the fury of the racing storm. During /,,^rayer, 
the violent heaving of the J^iip rendered it aWost impos- 
eible to*,remain in one posture. EvCTy cup jind saucer 
w(‘.had in use was brok'^iYtd pieces. A^ojje^ wtKt morn- 
ingvii^ powerful sea broke over the stern, and esme rushij.^ 
flown ii\lo our cabin: when at breakfast the same thing 
was repeated. On Jhe 2tlWj',tiiur allowance of w^atcr was 
a^s^ond time rediyced. On the ^Ist, at five, P. -M.^a 



CAPE-TOWN. 


jusr.] 




seaman from the mast-head descried lafid, which oil the 
following day ue found to be the south side of the en- 
•traiu c to Saldaiiha bay. Having seen lio land for- Uu 
weeks, the siglit ivas peculiarly grafifying. At eleveri, 
A. M, l\ibic Mountain, which stands immeSdiately behind 
Cape-town, was seen from the deck. On the ‘23d, at tvvo 
o’clock in the morning, a squall, which lasted three hours, 
drove ns again out to sea; but at noon the wind becoming 
favcMirablr, \vc were brought by thr evening withm 
cighttvn miles of our port, and next morning at tfcn A. M. 
by the good providence of God, wc cast aijf'bor in "ruble 
Eay, opposite to ( ’ape-tow^n ; exactly four months after 
sailing from Gia^csend. I went aslipre’ with’ my good 
fnond Mr. Krnnah ;ji')uncan, merchant in ('ape-town, 
who had come to ihn vessel in a boat, and was kindly 
received as an i imn e un<fcr#dbe hospitable roof of bis 
fathcrMU-law Mi*. t'Aicrnydt, Preddont of the Burgher 
Senaie. Vauous occurrences took place during tlie first 
eight or leu days after my arrival, with a recital of whichf 
is unnecessary to trouble the public. 


CHAP. II. 


Ca pe- Town — Groene Kloof ' — Steflenhosh — GenadenJa I — 
Caledon^ Jormerl}! ZzearUberg. , 

Mic^ichercr, minister, fibm Gr;\af Reynet/ who had 
not been r>%rape-town for tno or thi’ee years, arrived oft 
the fourth of November, and I rejoiced in the optiortunity 
of consOflting him about my intended journey into the 
wdterior. He advised me, very seriously, to the 

^ Formerly a missionary at* JPiife River, ITc visited Holland 
and England in the year 1803 , accompanied by three coiivtjrt.fd 
Hottentots, 
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jourrtey till the sifltry summer months should he o%'or, as 
he thought rn^w'onstilutuui. wli.on had been weakened 
^>y iropicul hent.s, would not be able to endure tlia 
fatii^ue. 'Wr. BukkVr, of Stdleribosh, wiio hiid also cornc 
to town, was of the same opinion; aiui both advised me 
to retire to Stedle’iibos'i, atioul iwenfy-rive miles distant, 
as .<0011 as.iny business in Cape-town shoulil be fiuisiied. 
From thence, they observed, I nii.mit take .short .|Ournics, 
^^•hich would prt^iJire me for il.e dit^uided tour, 'riiis 
advice commending itself to my judgiu*. ‘'t, I rtsolved to 
follow it. ^ e 

1 hiul frequent opportunities of conversing* with Mr. 
Kicherer'on vatiqus poinls vvliile he rtaridined in town, 
which adordi d me much satisfactit n. He brought with 
him iinrtha, who formerly accomplnied ^him on his visit 
to r.ngiand, and lier replies to vanVus questions I pro*^ 
posed on subjects of a reludous natifre, pleased nu' much, 
I received a particular account of iwo eanlujuakcs of a 
'"peculiarly tenific nature, whic h occuired sometime be- 
fose my arr.val. 1'he places of worship wore but thinly 
attended before these cartliquakes happened, but now they 
are crowded. The small-pox coming into the colony 
^punediately after, was a remarkable visitation of God; 
for like a plague, it spared neither old nor young, but 
swept them away as with the besom of destruction, so 
that ch lurches, cutl'ce-liouses, the theatre, and shops, w^ere 
all shut up. A u lute If ag was required to be suspended 
from houses in which tfce disease prevailed; and persons 
coming from them wcreooli^ged to wear a white rjjbhon 
round their arm. X’^ese awful events led manv their 
biblcs and to their Icnees before God, for wlx6i they will 
liave reaA)n to thai',k hiin'for* ever. \ 

Wc received a licence 'from the government to pneach 
whilc^wH remained ip the colony, and. having obtaipetf 
from .the Cape Society the,.*jse of the Great Meeting- 
house, we began preaching there, attended chiefly 'by 
solelicrs*of the SatUEfiid 83d regiments, with some fron 
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the 2lst light dragoons, to the numbej of three or iour 
hundrecL / , 

Mahqnleianism is greatly on the increastwn Cape-town, 
They havr, I believe, five mosques, in ivhich they* assemble 
for tlieii worship. About twenty free Mahometans club 
together, and rent a large house, to wJiich they invite 
poor ignorant slaves, to gam them Over to their party. 
By tills method, an alarming niunbf'r have been persuaded 
to join them, an?! rendered ten times more prejudiced 
against truth, and against all white people, qt, persons 
called Christians, than they were before. The masters 
say that such houses’ace dens of thieves, .alid receptacles 
of goods which t|ie slaves steal from them. P^^haps this 
circumstance may induce masteTs to attend better to the 
instruction of Uieir sjaves, which may ultimately prove a 
•blessing and a securffy to » the colony. In general, the' 
slaves are treated with tmderhess in Cape-town. In the 
bouse where I lodged they are treated as if they were their 
own children, and most of them wowld be very unwilling 
to leave the family. I’heir children are put to school, 
and play about the room, where the family sit at tlieir 
meals, with as much freedom, and receive as much aUen- 
lionasif they were their own children — hut alas! they, 
are slaves! — a condition which shocks human naturfe. 
All the children of a female slave are the property of hter^ 
master, whether the father be-bond or fr» e; of coursejt is 
the interest of the master to^se^ that evon th^ mother ' 
treats the child well, on the sam,e principle on which the^ 
farn^er fakes care of his young foals, because by their 
deaii^^or their disease, he becorn^js a loser. Slaves are 
not peniVvtted to marry; which is only an act of great 
injustice towards them, but a heinous sin agj^nst God* 
I'herelfre, however, many slaves who consider therii.* 
HJeTves, by their own mutual consent, bound to ef^^other* 
as husbands and* wives. ' I . ' 

A slave ship, containing Sla any si'aves from Madagascaf’' 
^and Mosambique^ was lately captured by one cf our 
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cruiacrs. The were landoJ at Cape-town, and ap- 
prenticed to masters. for fourteen year^, who arc bound 
by agreement threat th( m well, to teach them ft tVijcle, and 
to instruct them itr reading and in the principles of the 
Christian religion*; all which, in some cases, will be per- 
formed. I visited a«school of twenty of these strangers, .en- 
tirely supported by Commissioner Shields. They all appear- 
ed to be from eiglitcen to twenty-four years of age. Several 
oFlheni read the ^ew Testament tolerably well, and re- 
r peated questions from Watts’s Catechisns On the Lords 
day they are well dressed in a kind of unifonii, and attend 
the church* 'l have no doubt that*- tlieir temporary cap- 
tivity willmot oni'y prove a blessing to /hemselves, but 
also to their own ebuntry, should they ever return to it. 

On^thc 10th of November, at ifour ^’clock in the 
morning, a party of us set off on a vyit to the Moravian,* 
** settlement at Oroene Kloof, (or Ctrecn Opening in moun- 
tains,) thirty-five miles from Cape-iovvn. The morning 
vt?as cool and pleasanf. The sun rose beautifully from 
behind I’iger Mountain, as we were leaving the town. 
Many people were walking about, the morning being the 
be st time for taking exercise ; the succeeding part of the 
Ajy in summer being too hot for much exertion. After 
travelling about ten miles wc halted to take breakfast 
.^rfiong the bushes. The whole country in every direc- 
tion was covered with flow'ering bushes full of beauty, 
'thoiigli at a* distance all«^ppeared like a heath. Many 
of the plants are such as we aje accustomed in Eng- 
land tt> see in our green- jouses. We killed a black 
snake, measuring five j?.^et and^a half in length, and^oout 
six niches in circumference iti the middle. ’l!^h/f*"^strokes 
which •he was killed, were all aimed at his bead, 
which the creature seemed ^o know was his most'Vulner- 
abje he put it under his breast. At six P. 

we atriVea at the settlement^ which stands among trees, 
the . first we bad seen afte/^aving Cape^-towri. The 
brftb fen .received usyi^ry kindly.^ After an early supper^ 
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we retired to the chapel^ where nearly fi hundred Hot- 
tentots were assembled, sitting in a serious manner, the 
jnales at. 6nfe end, the females at the otl».or. After re- 
maining in silence for a minute or more, Mr. Smit com- 
menced tlie service by singing a hymn, in 'which the 
Hottentots instantly joined in a pleasant, and apparently 
devout manner. Mr, S. then read a portion of scrip«i 
ture, from which he gave an address, and spoke much of 
the Saviour; afterlsinging another hymn, all retired. 

llth. We rose at five o’clock and walked about the 
premises till breakfest, after which we attended a meet- 
ing with the young j/eople, when the service was con- 
ducted as before.^ Mr. Bonatz gave tlif address. We 
visited every Hottentot family in the settlement, about 
forty in number. "I^eir houses, though mean huts, 
•were clean, and theirjaressi upon the whole was decent, 
though there were some exceptions. Some being asked, 
wliat they should do if their teachers were to return, to 
Fiuropc, said, they would follow thorn — others, that the;jj 
should not be able to live. We observed one yOung 
Hottentot weeping— being asked the reason, she said, she 
could not but weep when she tliought of people coming 
from such a distant conntry to sec poor Hottentots. In, 
the cool of the evening I visited Mr. Smifs carpenter^’ 
shop : when standing before it, he pointed to a spot c«i^ 
a neighbouring hill, where twelve months ago, about 
forty of them had gone to hi|ilt \yolves, wWch lfad,com- * 
milted various depredations among the sheep. While 
searijhing for them, a tyger sprang from a bush, and seiz^ 
ed oi%of the' Hottentots by the foif head. I could not 

leave ther^Hottentot to be kiilod,” s^d he, "therefore I 
went with iny gun to shoot thp tyger; on obs< 3 rvingm#, 
h^Iefi^the Hottentot and* attacked me; my gun was 
•fisdess, for he caught my arm in his mouth in a^'iraent, 
having directed my elbow towards* him toguarJ my face. 

I held his throat down with my other hand, with my 
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knee on his bell),', and called out to the Iloltrntots to 
come to Tny a?;sistancc*. When they heard .I;was.in dan- 
ger, t!icy venUired^ tiieir lives to save mine:® they came 
running, iuid, one oi‘ them shot him dead ; ami we brought 
home his skin,** « liis teeth went to the very bone of Mr, 
Smifs arm, and, it was a lo*‘g time before he recovered. 
We saw the Hottentot who was first attacked, he car- 
ries the mark of. the tygei s teeth in his forehead, and 
will do so all Ids days. We drank tea i^j a thicket of trees 
near the house, wflich was refreshingly rj»ol, during which 
about a dbxeu girls read the scriptures and mang a hymn. 

In the evehing wo had a meeting in the chapel ; the 
service as^ before. On returning to tl^e mission-house, 
we united in proyer for the success of the mission at 
GvociU' Ivloof. I 

Orf the l*2th wcall rose at .four jf’clock in tlie nionv 
ing; took colfee with the bVetliu n and their wives, who 
aj)pear heips-nn'Ot ;** afuT which we took our scats in 
the waggon ; wlieui a few Hottentot fi luaU s sang a 
iiynm, wiiich was a prayer for us; when wc took leave. 
Oh clearing the thicket, an<l passing the end of the vil- 
lage, we found about forty Hottentots in a group, who 
jsang a farewell hymn, which wc answered by singing, 
•‘^Praise Ood (lom whom all blessings flow, &c.” 'Phe 
^hole looked as if we had returned to the Paradisiacal 
age. Dreadful must be the wickedn .r.-i of that part of 
the MVjrM wU?re such yislktuiions as ihesc can be op- 
posed. Great good tliey may effect, but Iiarm th« y can- 
not dp. "J'he government c F the colony, highly to their 
honour, has been kind to them/ The poor i'otj^tots, 
in their own way^fuK bid iisgFareweli, wllich^>J^^fs^etu^n- 
ctl, and n^t by any one without emotion. They stood 
looking after us as long were in sight. 

O'njasy; return to Cape-town, wc Ibund that Mr. anfi^. 
Mrsi missionaries^ from Si :\t;r Fopntain, had arrived, 

witb^bld CaptahiKoft, from/ffie same place, witbwholn 
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we had much conversation about tba atate of affairs in 
, that country. 

'On .the*17th I visiJed, in the morning, Mrs. Smiths free 
school for slaves, which meets two ^ -r three times a week, 
and contains about 150 people, blael;' and brown, from 
six to thirty years of age. Mrs. Smit satin an elevated 
place in the centre of the meeting-house; where fehe 
teaches to read, leads the singing, and concludes the ser- 
vice by a solemn prayer. Several ladies, and three; or 
four males, assist in the instruction of the schol^irs. « 


r CHAP. HI. 

■ ) . 

. STFiXENBOSII. 

Havtvcj fini‘"4ied rny business in Cape-town, I left it 
it live in the morning, NOv, ‘21, for S^tellenboarfj, 

to rcinam there till the liot weather should he over. I 
travelled with my friend Mr. Duncan in the post-waggon, 
drawn hy it n horses. Thougli g *eat part of the road 
was over deep sand, yet we were drawn by small, 
spirited, African horses, about si.x miles an hour. We 
observed no cultivation, except on the side of Ti^&: ^ 
Mountain, till we came tO'Mynheer Jansen's^ the half- 
way hoiis(\ where we haIttM Jio takfe Weakfast', whicfi 
consisted of cold saltcjl mutton, hot roast lamb, ham, - 
eggs, and tea. The master, mistress, and slaves could 
speak English; and all were attentive to their company, 
lor vvliich we paid a rix-d®llar, orYour shillings ciirreiicj*' 
a liead. , • ^ 

T#e remaining lialf of* the road not being so sandy, 
we had only eight horses, but we had to ascemh a consi- 
derable hill, i/p which the horses went at fulf gallop, as . 
is customary throughout tlie colony. On the hill are * 
several good farm houses, surrounded by jSeld§; dut Ihe * 



10 


stellenboSh. 


i;isi2. 


crops ^ere so thin/ that English farmers would hardly 
be at the trouble to cut them down. They , consisted 
chiefly of wheat* We reached Stellenbosh ‘eleven, 
A. M. where we were kindly received by Mr. and Mrs. 
Kuyper, under, whose friendly roof 1 was to remain. 
After dinner, Mr. puncan returned to Cape-town iu a 
hired waggon, for which they demanded thirty rix-dol- 
Jars. I visited our missionary Mr. Bakker, in tlic even- 
ing.^ 'He instructs poor slaves, both on Kie sabbath and 
^through the. week. He told us that,, that day nine and 
twenty years, a man of war, in which he was, after being 
almost a wreck iy a long storm, sunk m the*ocean off the 
coast df America,, when out of three huiijSred men, only 
about forty were saved, by getting ,in boats on board 
another vessel- ^ 4 

The town of Stellenbosli stands at \lie bead of a valley 
-surrounded by mountains, some of which are extremely 
high, and crowned with rugged tops. Most of the 
liquses are built apart, <with ganleas behind : the houses 
have much carved work in front, and like those iu Cape- 
town, are all painted white. The streets have a row of 
oak trees on each side, which aflbrdsa shelter from the 
htfat of summer. 

42d. At half past two o’clock I attenderl Mr. Bakker’s 
meeting, which was a very interesting scene. They 
met in a large room in his house. About ISO were pre- 
sent, the majorfcy bf whpin^were females. Some had 
very interesting countenances, in^licating much mind ; 
others discovered very little 7'he service began by M^rs, 
B. reading a ebapter of^cripture. Mr. B. then gave out 
a psalm, after whicl/ Mr. Kioherer .addressed them. 
Evtiry one iteenied to hung on Ins lips: one was singu- 
larly earnest in listening, vlvcli attracted Mr. Kiefitrer’s 
attention-*^ much as to induce him, in the middle of his*^ 
discourse, io ask him 1:wo or three questions about 
Jesus, which he answered with a pleasing smile on his* 
sabte flce.^ The slaves, mng as well as the people called 
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Christians, tybich means, in South Africa, white, people. 
Several catiife to Mr. K. after he retired, and spake about 
^ Jesus :»dne female spoke with peculiar fervour, regardless 
of all about her. The scene w*i.s* a sermon to me. 
Though I understood none of her expressions, yet her 
gestures enabled me to conjecture whsvt she was saying. 

23d. I inquired respecting the slave who had rfn* 
svvered Mr. K. during his discourse, when I was informed 
that he had long'been an excellent Christian: that fpr-" 
inerly his master would not permit him to atjtcnd Mr. i 
Bakker, and qne day assured him he would flog him if 
he went. The poof slave with Christian gentleness," said 
in reply, nif^ist tell the Lord thati’ Th«. saying so 
wrought upon his rs^ster’s mind, that he not only per- 
mitted him to go, hvX likewise all the slaves in his bouse'; 
‘^and yesterday this gentlcnnan and his lady attended the 
slave mreting themselves. This slave thanks God for ^ 
bringing him from Mosambiqiie, bis native country, 

Mr. 15. related the following histOry of the femalejt^o 
addressed Mr, K, after the s^ervicc : “ She lives at a dis- 
tance in the country. About three weeks ago she marie 
her first appearance at his meeting. His sermon respect- 
ed the strayed sheep. When he had finished, she carno’^ 
forward and confessed she w'as that strayed sheep, and 
asked further instruction concerning Jesus Christ. SiV?^ 
confessed she had often spoken against theslave^meeting, 
but adrled, slie loved it now.* Qn the following i^abbath* 
she said, Jesus at first brought her to hiniself, but she 
must come to him every day, wdeked and unvvoithy as 
she Avas. She attends regularly and hears attentively. 

When visiting our missionary, Mr. Messer, who lives 
with Mr. Rods, a farmer about five miles froAi Stelleh- 
bp^^nstructing his and tho*neighbouring slaves, I dis-’ . 
covered wdiat I^did not expect. Mr. Newton, late rector^ 
of St. Mary Woolnoth, many years ago sent me a little 
volume, entitled, “ Seven Letters from a foreign Clergy- ’ 
*niau to Mr. N n, ^nd transited from the, ortginW ' 
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Latin.by Mr. Covvrper but who, or where the clergy 
man resided, was conceaii."d. I discovered.' }:hat this 
.clergyman was ilelptrus llifzema van J-.ier, Aiiiigter of 
the Reformed Tiiuioli atCape^iown, South Africa, where ‘ 
he died Mardi- 17th, 179'!,. aged tvventv-eiglit years and ; 
five inondis. A Httle before his death being informed by 
bi5i physician that his departure was at hand, he exclaim- 
ed ihiunipht Triumph! Triumph! Ble&M^d be Cod, 

I have overcome through the blood ot>the Lamb! Ilal- 
,.‘Mehijah| ilallclujah ! Hallelujah!' Tlaving said riiis, 
his spirit fled from his w’orn-out body to the immortal 
world. ' » » 

From Mir. fiurcjiers, minister of Slellenfcosh, I received 
the following account of the first of tjie two earthquakes, 
which occurred hereabout three years agoi 

llie church at Paarl, about eigllt miles distant, was, 
fcthen vacant The governor desired me to preach once a 
month there. On a Saturday, before setting otY to 
tl^at place, 1 felt exceedingly dull and indolent. On 
Sabbath morning my wife and I went to Paarl. On 
reaching ic I felt very feeble, and asked for some water, 
but could not drink it, for it w^as luke-warm. They said 
it was brought from the fountain, I sent my ow n slave 
to*thc fountain, but what he brought was warm also. 

myself,, and found it the same. We cuuld not 
account for this. While preaching, I found myself so 
^lull, I hardly kiiev/ what,! said. I mentioned my feelings 
to some of the people after sermon, who said they felt 
inthe«ane way. Next morning we returned to St ell^n- 
bosh. y\U day my family, myself and slaves, and tven 
the dogs, were tin well ’ % 

At ten, o’clock at night we were all alarmed with a 
noise resembfing that o ' a thousand waggons ra^uiing 
along the streets. We did not know what it was, GiflSj 
all my fatdily was U rriuVd. A great liglif shone into the 
room* Supposing it 'had liecn tlitinuer, .1 desired them 
tcr-be afraid, for tfee danger was over,/ the lightning 
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being gone. While speakjng, the safhe noise as before 
was ref>eatccl, and every thing shook. 0(i ! said I, it is an 
earthqnakfe; come all out of the house into the garden. We 
felt as if there had been no life in u.'.,* as the scripture ex- 
presses it. There was then a third shock, vt'hich was 
inferior to the former two. The noise was not only 
awful, because of its loudness, but also from the nature 
of the sound — it was a kind of melancholy groan or 
iiowl. 'riie dog% and birds shewed, ^y their n 91 .se, Ovat 
they w^ere terrified, wliich added to the horro/* of that* 
night. 'Tlie night was very still; there was no wind, 
but I i^bser/ed a gVe-nt number of smnfl fiery meteors. 

I noticed somv. little clouds, in dilierC'Cit directionaf,’ like 
thunder clouds, they had somefhing new in their 
aspect. 'rhe*people all came flocking to me in the gar- 
* den, much alarme!i. l»said whul I could to support 
theii minds. At length we ventured again into our house, ■ 
wdien we tried to get a little sleep to refresh us, but we 
tried in vain.*' * * 


December ^23. Went to Cape-town, to procure in- 
formation respecting the island pf Madagascar, to which 
the Society aie anxious to send a mission. I obtainecT* 
considerable information from Messrs. Oncruydt and 
I’nitcr, who had both been there; the former twice, 'uh"* 
latter once. Mr. Oncruydt, among other tlfings, re- 
lated the following anecdut^. * • * 

A French ship liad, been stranded on the west coast of 
Mfulagascar about tNvelve months before the arrival of 
Mr. Oncruydt. The captain, ofiicers, and men, had 
resided all that time will! the natives. On seeing the 

Dutch ship arrive at the mouth of the river, M. ^ — 

tlj/ 3 irfftiptain, and crew, camo ofl‘ to her, and solicited a 
"'passage to the Cape, to which Miv O.as supercargo, .and 
the captain consented. I’hejj clothed the Frenchmen, and 
*went ashore with them to the king. They soon reached 
a* considerable town, jvhere an (Jfiicer, called jLbe'secdflSr 
king, resided. By him they were well feceh'ed, and'jent 
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ofT with a number “bf attendants to the first king. They 
came to a broad and rapid river, but seeing neither bridge 
nor boat, they looked at each other, wondering-’how they 
should get across. They bad two chests, full of pre sicnts 
for the king.’ 'Six men took up one of the chests, went 
with it into the water, three on one side and ihn e on the 
oilier, and suspended it above water, by each aj)[jlying 
one of his hands to it. In this way they carried n .»i r 
perfectly dry: — in* the sainc way they Earned e*\j 

• other client, and all the Dutch an«l Freiu,L 'vho v\eie in rhe 
company. One of the sailors, not cliousoig i ^ h( r'Mi;# *' 
over in so awkward a manner, strip[3c<l olV hi.; rloUies. 
and tying them atout his head, jumped fl i* '• ’ jiC', 

and swam towards 'the other side;^>utou /In 

middle of the river, the current vvas.too for hiu; 

so that ho was carried down befere it, and vvouhl : ' >:aiuly ® 
^have been drowned had not some of the native t> lu 
liis assistance. Soon after crossing t!ie iiver, i i.ry anived 
at vtlic town where tflc king re!iid*‘<l, winch was con- 
siderably larger than that which llKiy had sooi b( fore. 
On being introduced to tlic king, he < ins sur- 

prise at seeing the Frenchmen all wi ll clothed ; :iud v/hen 
inquiry, he found they had received tl'f, s<* (^jthos 
from the Dutch, who were of a dElVcroni natiou from 
he was still more surprised ; and looking at his 
attendants, who stood in a* row behind, said; “ Mark 
tfiis: these do flot l>elon 9 t td the same nation with the 
French, yet you sec they give them clothes; learn to do 
so too.*** A house and attendants were provided for them 
all by the king, where they Jived very comfortably for 
five months.” ♦ 

On another occasion, when Mr. O. was with the second 
king alone,^#hile viewing from his whidow a great 
atsfia, he said to Mr. O. heard from my grandfalbe^!^ ' 
and from my uncle, that all these things were made — * 

did you ever hear thaj;?” “ Made?” said Mr. O. to try" 
?^Dq you meaii^ tiiat tlic sea, made itself?*- No, ^ 
no;^T do not mc!hn that: I mean made by its Maker,*' 



deA] CA^E-'rOWN. 15 - 

• t 

« O yes,” sain Mr- Oncruyclt, all vtliite people, knov/ 
tliat,” Then he .said, **I have told you who told me, 
now U'U ihe how you know it.” On which he informed 
him ol the Bible. • ' 

Many of the natives can speak a little Bri^lish. They 
sjneltiion, copper, and silver, and make various articles 
from then). Tliey also manufacture; in a rough way, 
a*r;r(i.s of pottery. 'Fhey not only raise a sulhciency of 
f .1 o. support tlk^msclves, but sell considerable quantities 
! ships \'vhirh umcli there. ^ i 

I \u . 7, is gr*'.at from nine in the morning to three in 
:!n. :d> rnooii : bnt^the Other parts of the day are very 
j toa.- t JO 1 with proper caution hqalth may be pre- 
'MeH. > j iar the gentlemen cJould judge of the 
-sian/ fioni wtiat they saw, they suppose the ])o- 
.imhoio') must be fery great. The inhabitants in the. 
oirci. M'aa* complclely a different people from those on 
Hie coC'St. 

Mr. A Ic xim jc i', t he colonial sccivHary, Informed me tljat 
the king of tlir island of Joanna, which lies near Iheliorth 
end, of the i’-]? j i id' Miidagascar, had lately sent an am* 
b:i^sau(r*‘ (o Hn: of the Cape, soliciting assistance 

;i f-tm rn'opin of Madagascar^ wiio, as they alleged 

’.' ‘t. <i 'Kit that would contain from fifty to sixty 

f)ersoris, in which they seat small detachments to mur- 
der and plunder their neighbours, without provoi ation, 
rhe governor, liowover, work'd ,iiot interft\rc; lrseemc<? 
to indicate a change of character since the time that 
Messrs. Oncruydt and Truter had visited them, v,4ucli is 
more than thirty years ago. But as Augustine and 
Tidier, which they visitcdi^ lie on the south or opposite 
end of that extensive island,^ perhaps the inlstibitaiits’of 
that^,*ristrict may not discover the same character. 

‘ '^^(itb. Returned to Stellenbosh. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Journey to the Moravian Settlement at Getiadetidal, or 

tBavians Kloof^and Caledon, for'^ierly Zmarteberg. 

^ Oeckmber 20. 

Mr. Roos, a, farmer near Stellcnbpsb, having kindly 
oflered to take me to visit Caledon aiuj the Moravian 
settl^iiieht at Gciiadcndal, we left his liouse before five 
o’clock in the morning, in his waggfcri will) eight hoi:jScs, 
cacconaTiiaiiied by three slaves. The uiorning was cool and , 
pleasant. We soon came to a district called lIuLtentot 
Holland, from whence wc had an extensive view of the 
sea and Simon’s bay. , 

’^JCbere is a chain of high mountains at this distance 
from the Cape, which is thirty-six miles, commencing at 
the shore on the eastern side, and running more than half 
across to the western. The sides of these mountains are 
sotSteep, as to resemble a wall rained to the heavens, to 
prevent all access to the interior. 1 have heard pnly of 
two places where they can be crossed ; the one only by 
^oiscs,^tkc otlp’ by wagggns. This last we were now 
to ascciid. To Wf it would have appeared impracticable, 
only 1 knew it liad been *'crfornted by otliers ; and pur 
horses appeared as good as any I had seen in the country. 

1 scrambled up on foot, and^ witnessed, with pain, the 
struggling of the horses to drag the waggon up the cliff'. 
The flowe/s which everv w^icre adorned the front the 
inount^ii) were very beautiail,as if designed to cheerTltb 
..Araveller’s mind while ascending the rugged precipice. 
Qfl[lfeaching the summit, an extensive desert came at once 
. hHo v^ew. I think a thousand men pould defend this pass 
"against all tlJc armie^ of the world. The descent on" 
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the noith side is far more gradual, and* the road bi^ng 
sandy rendered it easier to go down. At tliebottoia of 
the descent vife halted at a brook of water to refresh our- 
selves and horses; where there was another waggon with 
some females, attended by slaves, who were^ on tbeir 
w'!iy to visit Genadendal, to be prescot at their so- 
lemnity of closing the year. In the evening we halted* 
•It the house oi a boor, who was a deacon of the church 
at t'alcdon, who treated us kindly.* ^ 

.'iOlh. Deparled at seven, A. M. and reached Mr.’ 
\ os’s, the minister of Caleilon, by nine o’clock. He 
<(’( lived us with muels kindness. A new town lias 
lately been fo.ruic^ here ; but it can ne^er be ta large 
one, foi want of’Mluffi^ient quantity of b’ater. 

.‘list. Rose at three o’clock in the mornibg.in order to 
ai Nve at an early boiir at .Bavian’s Kloof, now catiVd 
(lenadendal, or Grace Vale. About three miles on our 
way wv slriiik into a field, in order to get sooner into 
the gicat load ; by this attempt, howsver, we lost much 
time, and gut among tall bushes on the side of a hlil', 
wheie we found that sonic marshy ground lay between 
us and the road we wished to reach. In this dilemma, 
a slate was dispatched to search for a way across, and 
he soon w'avcd his hand as a signal be had found one. * 
Wlien I view'ed it, I was sure no Englishman w'ould have 
ronsideied it a way for a waggon to cioss. The opening 
among the bushes was a small* ppol, with iptoep' sides 
several feet high, only not so perpendicular as at other 
parts. . When Mynheer Roos viewed it, he pronouixjrd 
it p.issable. I could give no opinion tor want of the 
iJutth language, and waited tn silence to witness tlie 
consequence. 'I’hc waggon went down one sidf, with « 
great je,'<e, into the water; and by smartly applying the 
•whip, we were soondiaggcd up the other. 

Nothing but barren lulls appeared, in every direction 
fors'everal miles: at length the’ eye Vas relieved by a 
fayu-house (oiniug into view, with ajrineyard and scaje 
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fields, a little t(V the right Travelling forward among 
hiltutill about eleven, A. M. we reached the lands belong, 
ing to tlie Moravian settlement, and paWd between 
many of their fields, but were sorry to observe so poor a 
crop. F*ii«Hier on we were infonwed by a Hottentot 
that we had jstjbroad river logo over, anrl lie would ar- 
• company us to point out the lord. Geiuxlendal was full 
in view before us. Their large ebureb was veiy (onspi. 
^cuousata di‘;tance. • The setHemen^ lies at the end ora 
valley^ closely surrounded, except ri one direition, with 
great mountains. At a distance it has more the appea*- 
aiice of a gavden than a town. A^ we passed the hoiist s 
we were gratified by the civilized appearance oF inanyot 
the Hottentots, •nlthongh others wpre jfefjhsed in then loo^-e 
sheepskins. They saluted us in a friendly manner, and 
the children seemed highly dii^erted to M*e us movrn<; 
along. At length we arrived at the ho^ises of the iuism- 
onary brethren, where vve were received with inucli 
Christian affection. A more pleasant spot than that \n 
which they dwell can hardly be imagined ; and tin* 
consideration that all was a barren wilderness when 
they came there, addeil greatly to the pleasure we felt in 
viewing it. 

Not long after our arrival the bell rang for dinner, and 
we were conducted to a large apartment where they all 
dine together. The table was pieiiLifully supplied, but 
there was vjthing superKuous. Those who seived weie 
Hottentot®, except one Caffre girl. 'fhey did every 
thing with as much p.opriety and expedition asovir best 
English servants could have done. Before and after din* 
ner all joined in singing at appropriate hymn. 

Aftes* dinner we took a circuit round the settlement, 
cnllm|p at several bo sespf'tbe Hottentots, whioli were 
And clean. Some of the houses bad four apartmenU 
^ich were w hiteneH, and had some articles of furniture ; 
but many other hd'uses were as mean as those I after- 
Tvaf/ds saw at Bcthqlsdorp ; every house, however, -had a 
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good garden, stocked with fruit-trees, which areei^^lly 
ornamental jnd useful. Tlieir hedges were chiefly 
posed oPthe peach-tree, at that time full of fruit, whfch 
they dry in the sun for food in winter. I wasH^urprised 
at the largeness of their trees, many of which appeared 
to me forty or fifty years old, but they 'assured me that 
all had been planted withiii eighteen years, except one 
which had been planted by their missionary, who had 
atrempted ' a settlement there, seventy years ago, but was * 
obliged by persecution to leave the place. They shewed 
me an aged vvo«iari who remembered him ; and they 
pointed out the ^raveoT another female, who died lately, 
and had hecu converted under that missionary. She kept 
a New 'I Vstamen t d living the fifty years* absence of the 
missionaries, an<f this New Testament was the mcaiK«of 
keeping her soul alive to GoTd during half a century. She 
could not read, but she got another person to read it to 
her. O how her soul, rejoiced on the^returii of the missio- 
naries ! It was to her like* life from the dead. 

In our walk we passed the house of a man wlio is a 
leper, but his mind is supported by the comforts of the 
gospel. His body was dark-brown, but the leprous parts 
were white. We viewed also the burying ground. They^ 
pointed out the spot allotted to the missionary brethren; 
another where the sisters are interred ; another for the 
baptized male Hottentots ; another for the females -^^and 
likewise a separate place for the children. As there will 
be no distinction between male and female, young or old, 
at thtf resurrection, I am at a loss to conceive, and I forgot 
to inquire, their reason for separating them now. 7’hey 
annually, in a body, visit tfiis repository of the dead,. 
Uniting in prayer and praise, and holding fellowsfiip with 
the sG^iis of them who are with Vesus Cijrist. No doubt ; 
This must be an impressive scene, and must awaken their* 
reiqembrance of many circumsUncestrespecting the dead, 
on whose dust they ara treading. After viewing jthe 
burying ground, we walked to the of the nnssio- 

C2 
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ivliich is extensive, well laid out, and well watered. 
Tirfth peculiar sensations we sat down unc^cr the shade 
oP-that tree, which was planted seventy years ago by the 
first mis*sk)nary. The, conversation naturally turned to 
his labours to introduce the. gospel of Jesua to this wild 
region, and tl>e regret with which he left it ; and the 
mind naturally soared to the Heavenly Jerusalem, and 
his happiness in that contemplated region of bliss. 

' « After tea Ave* ascended one of the hills, to obtain a 
compu te view of the whole settlement, which is about a 
mile in length, and a quarter of a inilerfu breadth: the 
gardens being so numerous, the wliole resembled a city 
in a wo5d. I Viewed it as a garden of the,Lord, a field 
which he had blessed. I could %fibt but reflect on the 
former ignorance and present knowledge of its inhabit- 
ants, and of Jehovah's dvfelling graciously in many*bf 
its huts, far removed from the din of war, and the distrac- 
tions of the busy world. 

'^Descending the mountain, %Ve walked to the houses of 
some Caffres, who had lately come for instruction. Their 
huts were in a comer by themselves. 'Fhey are taller 
and better formed than the Hottentots, and from their 
, countenances appear to be possessed of more intellect. 
Perhaps God may design to employ some of them to 
spread tlie knowledge of his name in Caflraria and the 
regionu beyond it. Iladjweseen the Galilean fishermen, 
quietly mending the’’ f nets, could we have conjectured 
that such humble laboirers would afterwards regenerate 
th^ world, would shake and overturn the idolatries and 
superstitions ol ancient empires and states, and that their 
^instructions would be joyfully received hundreds of years 
afterwards, from the riswig.to the setting sun, to the ut- 
mos,t;^pundarics of the eSrth ! The same God cStHnake 
•of these Caflres, Peters, and Johns, ani^ Pauls. Hispro- 
'Viience brought them to Jthe missionaries ; his grace Jias 
brottght some of them to Jesus ; and what he may yet 
do by them, none^crfii tell. 
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At eight o’clock we repaired to theirchlapel, whijphv^ill 
contain upwards of a thousand people, every paif iof 
which vaas filled with Hottentots, many of whom bad 
come from afar to conclude the year- togeth^ They 
sang well, an4. with becomjog solemniiy ; aAd listened 
with attention to an address from one of tJie missionaries. 
This meeting was concluded about nine o^'lo^k ; and on* 
accountof its being the last evening in the year, they 
assembled again at ihalf past eleven. Af^er singing, and 
receiving an address from the senior missionary, the 
Iwelflli hour struck, when all fell down on their knees and 
joined in a solemn add*i:ess to God. When they had sung 
an hyinn,^n retiled to rest. Thus, durwg the Miieetin|r, 
one year concluded arni^another commenced. 

The Moravian meetings for prayer and instruction are 
pi'etty frequent ; but none^ that I have attended have 
been long, which shews wisdom in the missionaries, and 
their acquaintance with human nature. 

Jan. 1, 1813. — We left^GenadendM at four o’clock in 
the morning, after taking leaVe of the missionaries. We 
were accompanied by Mr. Wessel, from the neighbour- 
hood of Caledon, in bis waggon. We returned to Caledon 
by a difl'eront road from that by which we went, and we 
had the pleasure to observe much more' cultivation’ 
About nine, A. M. we reached Caledon, where we found 
about forty waggons, filled with -people, who havj cpme to 
be present at tlie opening oftln^ iv^w churciV ’ Mr.Wos 
preached from Isaiah ii. after which he thanked the 
landdrost, wardens, deacons, people, and his brethreiii-ibr 
their attention and assistance in building the, church. 
About 3S5 rix^dollars were cA>llected at the conclusion 
of the service; I'he church agd minister’s hotfse vvill^ 
cost 30i000 rix-do,V»iirs, or six tlwiisand pourirls currency. 

» Here I had an opjiortunity of meeting Mr- Pacalt, one^ 
of our missionaries, and conversing wjtli him respecting 
his proposed mission to Madagascar. 1 read to him all 

iiiformation which 1 had obtaii«ed respecting 
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isl^|ld^tliedi8C,o\iragiiigas well as the more inviting cir- 
cUmsUtnees. He remained firm in his determination to 
go, provided a suitable person could be fouW to acconj- 
pany bwg. 

2d. Visiled the hot bath in the neighbourhood, the 
water of which Avas so hot that I could not hold my finger 
in It above a Second. Mr, Hassper, the proprietor, save 
me many useful hints about travelling in the interior, 

^ 3d. After thf worship of the Sabbath was concluded, 
we tO(jk leave of Mr. Vos, and actomuanied a farmer 
with whom we were to lodge that nigl^f. We travelled 
three hours and a half without seefing any house, or any 
cultivation, tiil we arrived at the farmer’s dwelling, 
which was fuirof children and^laves. Mr. Roos pro- 
duced a small manuscript book of hjmns, wh ch the 
family seemed to prize as more precious than gold. Idrey 
formed a circle, and sung three or four hymns without 
intermission, 

4th. Heft wUh the family*some Dutch and English 
tracts, which they received with much pleasure. 'I’hey 
were anxious to understand the English language, and 
regretted they had no means to acquire it. About six in 
the morning we parted from this sequestered Christian 
^family : we observed them looking after us till, turning 
the* corner of a bill, they were concealed from our view. 
On asqendinga mountain* we entered a cloud, in which 
we tVaveliedf half an b(?urt during which time we had li 
fall of rain. These hills were decked witjj a great variety 
of^beautifuL flowers. At eleven, A. M. we halted, 
and in a short time were joined by three waggons full of 
friends from Caledon. Tlfey soon lighted up a fire and 
• made doflee for breakfa^.. We departed at one, and got 
safely over Hottentot Holland mourigtin, and arrived at 
.Mr. Roos*s a little after sun-set. Though iIutc were 
twenty people, whqcame unexpectedly, the family were 
not in the least disconcerted ; our arrival was regarded 
a^^an ^ordinary occiirrencc. floors were soon covered 
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witli beds, and the table with dishes ; and the nuBU^lis 
guc*st8 had retired to rest by,, ten o'clock. . 

. At nine on the foiiowittg tuorning I arrived' at Mr. 
Kuyper’s, at Stelleubosli, wbicb^wastny hom^ 

1 1th. Ocoupied the t'orenoou in visiting thd friends of 
tiiissions. in company with oar missiouaiy ^Iri Bakker. 
Tire first we visited was a person in business, whpse wife* 
became a convert to Christianity under the ministry of 
Mr. Bukker, and has continued twelve .years stedfast ip 
the faith. She was once a slave. They are rich>liave a 
good business, apd many slaves. 

A youug female sidve, brought to the knowledge of 
the gospel by Mr. Bakker’s instrumentality, wds dying 
in the laith. He askSrh her, last night, why she expected 
to go to heavetf, since all who died did not go there : 
to which .she replied, “ Because I believe in J^asChrist.” 

Mr. Bakker is a bumble, atfectiouate, gentle, quiet 
inuu : be pi ays much, and says little : is little known 
f >id little spoken of, e.xcept in his immediate circle; but 
God lias greatly owned his labours. 

‘iOth. After having remained two months iwStelleB- 
bosb, waiting till the sultry weather should cease, that 
1 might eoninience my journey into tlie interior, I left it 
early ill the morning, accompanied, by my good friend 
Mr. Kuyper, for Cape-town, where we arrived at one 
o’clock, when I again took up* my residence under the 
bospitabJe roof of Mr. Oncruy^t# I had t?ie 'happiness 
to jiieet with Mr. and Mrs. Milne, on their way to join 
Mr. Morrison in China, and likewise Mr. aitd Mrs. 
Harington from Calcutta, who were on a visit for the 
Irealth of Mrs. 11. 1 was alsd greatly pleased to find the 
soldiers’ meeting, under Mr., 'rdiom, prospering’* greatly? 
My time, until my departure, ’was taken up in attend- 
•ingto various C 9 ncern$, which it if unnecessary herf^'to 
■dc.tail. 
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CHAP. V. 


JOURNEY TO BETFIELSDORP. 

Occurrences m travel/ ini' to (.eor^e — s>llh I'lsils to 
Zioebrak and llog/ie, llothuot hta^h. 

€ 

Our two waggons being packed by eigfit in flie 
morning of Saturday llie 13tli of February, tht?y called 
forme al Mr. (^nciuydt’s in Stiand-street, when I took 
leave of this kind family, and coAfimenctd ajouinoy 1o 
Be^ielsdorp, and the other missionary’ bettleinents in 
South Africa. The greatnes? of the iindei taking picssell 
so poweifully upon my mind as almost to o\ei whelm me, 
and compelled me to implore thesp<cial a^.si^-laiue and 
direction of Him who holds Hie stais m his hand, ami 
guides all things by the counsel of lus own will. Mr. 
Milne, missionary to China, went with me in the wagqoii 
till we got to a little distance from the town, when he and 
Mr. Tliom baiie usy fjuewell and returned 

We travelled in two waggons one ol whit h was diavv n 
by twelve, the other by fouiteen oxen. Our two dri\ei * 
weic (^ipido, a convcijted Ilothmlot, belonging to 
Betliehdoipf and Bi'tcumia, a Gonarqua: Jolin and 
Miclial, Hottentots, we»** leaders of our oxen, and 
KliThbetli and Saiali an-ompamed us for the purposes 
of cooking and of washing. About four miles fiom 
town we took an early diniur at Mr. D.S, and alone, 
J?. M. pidcceditlon our jeuney o\er deep sand till foui 
o’clock, when w? balUtfat a place where thcie was 
waUir, for the lefroshmiiit of our oxon. Our females 
soon lighted a fire, and presented us with a cup ofcolfee 
on a mat spiead upon the grass. At seven, P.M. we 
do}i?ited, llie niQoif shining Avith all her brightness*,' 
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which rendered the evening pleasant ; Tbut being obliged, 
to walk, in order td relieve the oxen w'hile tmvellijg over 
jsand, vi^e found it rather fatiguing. At nine, we got.oiit 
of the road among sand-hills; and in a hollQW, one of 
our waj^gons stuck so fast that it w^as half ad hour before 
it could be extricated. About midnight we again lost 
the road, and were in search of it an hour before it wsfs 
recovered. la Africa^ however warm the days, the 
nights are cool : this was piercingly cold ; we proceede^d, 
however, and about four in the morning, we rea^;hed the 
house of Mr. poos, a vvin^ boor, who was up at that 
early hour in cxpectSirton of our arrival. 

14th. Mr. Messer, the missionary, wh^has hem engaged 
in the instruction dt J^he slaves liere for the last thirteen 
months, but if shortly to remove to one of the stations 
tn the interior, preached farewell discourse to bis sable 
congregation. Many of them were so much aflected, 
that they leaned against the wall and wept, saying, How 
shall we get on the way now ? 

loth. When on the eve of departure, at six, P. M. 
wc discovered that two additional oxen which we bad 
purchased in the morning, had strayed : two of our 
HoUe ntots were dispatched in search of them to the 
boors from whom we purchased them, tiorn wdience'they 
were bronglit back about eigl)t o’clock, when we pro- 
ceeded on on r journey, after faking leave of the, hospita- 
ble family. At eleven, P. IVf. 4lie wind ^ehan fo blow' 
very bard, and by midnight increased to a violent storm, 
which made me feel for Mr. and Mrs. Milne, vvhcr-were 
to sail for the I^le of France on the preceding day. 1 his 
storm made us halt upon die highway, and wait till it 
should be day. I spent a waking, uiicomforta1)Ic niglft ; 
but the Flottcntots, in their sheep-skins, slept as soundly 
as if in the best chamber on a bed^of down. . ^ 

l()th. At five ill the morning wf were again in motion 
towards Hottentot Holland Kloff, a steep and difficult 
, pass over mountains. ^Ve ivere three hours befolM>oth 
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jvAjfgpns were brought to the .siimtnit. A t first we hoped 
that each yoke of oxeu would be able to dra^ tlieir own 
waggon to the top, but in this we were disappointed, tor, 
after asccMding but a small part of the hill, both waggons 
made a ileaddialt ; an inch further, with all the assistance 
we could give them, they would not move. On putting 
oui twentydbur oxen to each waggon, they dia^ged 
them to the top with considerable difiicully. At nine 
o’clock, A. M. WG halted at a brook tifi the heat of the 
day wasjover. At noon it was almost insupportable. 

At MX, P. M. we went forward. We^ killed a grey 
serpent, which shone in the dark, anVl emitted a rattling 
sound, evidently intended by providence*to warn people 
of Its approach. " [laving had sleep the preceding 
nighi, I attempted now to get a little rest, even while 
the waggon was in motion, and I completely succeedi cU* 
I7th, At four in the morning 1 awoke, fully satisfied 
with the sound sleep I had enjoyed, and we proceeded 
on our journey about 'six. TUeo’oad being hilly, rocky, 
and sandy, we were obliged to walk the whole of the 
stage, and the waggons were several times nearly over- 
turned. About ten, A.M. we pitched onr tent among 
the great bushes which skirted the Bot-river. In a short 
rdno after Iialting, our Hottentots presented us with 
«o8ee, which ledmc^ to i’cci grateful jor the lacility with 
which element of fire can be obliimed, and to think 
‘with |}!easifie»*that I wys 'now expuiieucing a life re- 
sembling that which Abiaham and the other patriarchs 
iived#n their day ; and though it was new to me, I began 
to feel quite reconciled to it. The riva being biackisb^ 

I asked for a draught of wider, hut 1 found that the 
cefrk havmg come out of oui keg, the good water was 
all gone, and we could expect no more till we should 
have travelled about ten miles further- - within aboui 
miles, however^ Klizabeili discovercfl a pure 
‘su<^iin ofwatcr, which alVurtVil us "ralifieation. 

six Ilotlentotn wli-j jcojinpauicd us seldom 
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thought shelter from the sun ; it does fiot seem to ^affect 
them — tlie^ were healthy, cheerful, and happy ; at one 
^time Sinking a hymn, at another joining in prayer, and 
listening to an address from Cupido, whose labours 
were blessed to the cotivcrsiou of one Maliornedan slave 
in Cape-town, At six, we moved forward, and bailed 
at eight, on a rising ground, where we had worship, 
and a discourse from Cupido, which being la Dutch, 1 
very imperfectly linderstood. 

At two o’clock ill the morniag wc continued our jour- 
ney, and were assisted with much lightning dining the 
ddikness. We found as we walked aloi^ several shells 
of the land toiToise, Which had lately Jjeen killed by the 
now, who raises tbejiU into the air, when she lets them 
fall either upoin stones or hard ground, by which their 
•shells are broken, and they become an easy prey.' For 
the first time we found two diderent kinds of branches 
growing on the same tree. This is occasioned by an ui- 
cisioii made by a bird >With its b'bak in u tree m which 
he drops a seed wdiich produces a large branch of me- 
dicinal pioperf les. At eight A. M. we halted in a valley 
about two miles from Caledon, where vie breakfasted, 
from whence we moved forward at noon to Caledon, 
where we <5pent throe hours very comfortably with Mr, 
and Mrs, Vos, whom we left at three, and arrived at Mr. 
Wessels, at six in the evening, , 

In consequence of the rain*, cur departiAre 'on the 19th 
was postponed till two o’clock P, M. when we set off 
with an additional supply of ten oxen, wdiich Dr.^Van- 
derkemp had left with Mr. Wessel, about twelve 
months before. At five, %e halted at Sand Fountain, 
to which Mr, W— favoyied us with o-ven for ftne 
of our waggons— at seven we proceeded, and halted m 
a wildnerness during the night, where we found it very. 
dilTicult to produce fire, as every^ thing was wet. 

We expected at eleven P. M. to have prosecuted our 
journey, but in consequence of some of our cal^le*lyiving 
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strayed iii searcli of water, we could not remove till after 
six in the morning. About eight we came to a small 
salt brOok, in which one. of our waggons stuck so fast, that 
wc were detained nearly an hour ; four and twenty oxen 
w'lth difficulty pulled it out. At ten A. M. we stopped 
at what is called* River-wdthouUend. Having caught a 
scorpion near our tent,wc tried whether naturalists were 
accurate in relating, that if that animal be suriounded 
wijh fire,, and sees he cannot escape, he will sting him- 
• self to death. However, it died as quietly as any other 
animal, only darting its sting fiom it, up if to oppose 
any ordinary ^sailant We saw ati6ther animal, which 
exactly rtsemhlal an animated piece of straw, with 
wings and legs. Having made enqiciy of the Hottentots 
concerning it, they said, the boors named it the Hotten- 
tot’s god. AtsixA. M. the tiicrmometer was 66; hut 
at two, P. M. «3. 

On the 21st we departed about one in the morning, 
and at seven arrived at Thorn Place, where we halted 
for the day. At eleven the thermometer was 92 in the 
shade, and at three P. M. 94. Just before our departure at 
eight, I learned that an ox bad been left behind sick ; 
when they afterwards returned to the place where they 
liatl left it, it was gone, having, no doubt, recovcied. 
At ten, P. M. we crossed Broad Uiver, whicli is deep 
and wide,r and in the wintef season frequently impass- 
able. On ascebding its ‘sicles we halted for the night, 
where Cupido preached to us under the canopy of 
heavers. 

On the 22d, we left Broad River, at six A. M. and 
after tiavelling over many a Hill we reached Zweileudam 
about mid-day, the seat of the Laruhlrost, who governs a 
very extbpsive district. It a small town, lying in a 
suiroundcd by hills. A chain of mountains 
p^es the west end of the town, of great height, and it 
same chain which had been on our left ever uucc 
vV(S ci^lsed Hottentot nollaud Kloff. 'J'he houses of 
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Zvvellcnclam ?re handsome, and have a fine appeaiance 
in the middle of a desart. An old man whom we n)e{ 
^at Broad River assured us we could get every thing m 
Zwelleiidam. We weie sorry to find thatexactly the re- 
veise vvas truth, for we wanted a second chain to our 
wheels, a spade, and a little butter, bat none of these 
diticles could be pioc uied at Zwellendam. We likewise 
wanted a block for the waggon wheel to lest upon when 
diaeged, but they had no timber huge enough for such^ a 
pm pose. ^ 

At one, Ml. J1 and I left Zwellcndam m a hired 

waggon to visit Mr/ Seidcnfaden’s missionary station at 
Zuitbiak, The waggon was parked bo full of various 
aituies, that we c5i;Jd nut sit erect, and wc had an 
iinph asant ]Oufney of six hours. Often 1 was afraid lest 
the w«ig^mn should have teen dashed to pieces from* the 
ruggediKsbof the road, and the steep places it had to 
dtsceiul, however, a slave gul about seventeen yeais 
ot ag», led the oxen cheeifully foiward through every 
ditlu nify I was surprised at her boldness, for sometimes 
1 t \j)ecte<l oxen and waggon to fall upon hen At length 
an extensive valley opened to our view, where Mn 
SeiJtnfaden labouis among aKiaalof Hottentots, and 
wheic he h is built a house, and cultivated a considerable 
portion of land. 

At seven the bell was rung; when about fifty, Hotten'* 
tot men and w'omen assemblld-Mhe meefiug be^an by 
singing a hymn; when after reading part of a chap« 
ter, he addressed them from it, to which, sitting upon 
the floor, they listened with seeming interest. The ser- 
vice was concluded by siii^ng a hymn, the subject of 
which was an evening prayer, •* * 

A little after five in the mofning a bell was lung as a 
signal for the sqhool to assemble^ when about eighteen . 
vvomen and four boys came .together, and read out of 
their catechism for about an hour. A leader spells and 
• pronounces each syUanle^ which all pronounce aftef Jber, 
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They, sing at the beginning and conclusion. Their plan 
requires much improvement. After visiting and convers- 
ing, with the Hottentots in their houses, and viewing the, 
grounil that was cultivated, we returned to Zwellendam 
about six P.M. where we found that Mr. Pacalt, mis- 
sionary, had arrived wMth his luggage to accompany us to 
George Drosdy, near which we expected he would be 
settled, at least for a time, among a Kraal of Hottentots ; 
but our waggons being already ov^^rloacled, they could 
admit of no addition ; we wer^ therefor* ■'hliged to leave 
liim to labour at and around Zwellendain till some op- 
portunity should occur of reacliing'George. 

We left Zwellandain about seven P. Ivl. The night 
was cool and windy, yet not unpleasant, and the heavens 
were studded with stars. One of the three perpetual clouds 
called by seamen The Cape Clouds, appeared black, but 
I was satisfied that it is only a part of the Via Lactea, or 
Milky Way, which being itself destitute of brightness, 
but encompassed by the lustre of the surrounding stars, 
has in a clear night che appearance of a dark cloud. 

This being the driest season in the year, the boors 
burn the heath and dry grass upon their extensive ground, 
after which, if it happens to rain, good grass springs up 
ift a short time. We saw two of these great fires at a 
distance, which afforded us some amusement, but it must 
have bee,n fatal to myriads of noxious vermin and rep- 
tiles. ^The lictiis, tyger»f.add other beasts, must also ex- 
perience a temporary inconvenience. We travelled the 
whole night, till ^bout six next morning. 1 confess I 
was surprised that the oxen could continue to travel 
eleven hours together. < 

*2 1th. 'File place where we halted is called Churn-milk- 
Valley, .which is full ol trees,' all of which are natives of 
Africa." Thermometer, at four P. M. in the shade, Tfs. 
A| five we left this valfey, directing our course eastward 
If the same chain huge mountains on our left. I'he 
iijltfy before us, and towards the sea on our right, was 
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covered with small hills, many of which resembled Tib- 
bie Mountain at the Cape. I have frequently remarked 
when travelling in Scotland and England, that when. 'one 
hill appears of a particular shape, there are others in the 
vicinity of a similar form: the same thing occurs i»i 
Africa. * 

At sun-set we crossed Slang (or Serpent) river. ’J 
tasted of its water, but it was so brackish, that I could 
not drink it. Tlie boor in the neighbourhood is obliged 
to bring his water from hills ten miles distai^t. The 
country around is thinly inhabited, and the people are 
destitute of all meartsr of information, respecting the pre- 
sent and thefufure world. Their Ufeajipears t6 me, mere 
animal existence, •\yhen will this wilderness be frans- 
Ibrnied into n*gnrden of the Lord ? It is an act the 
•highest philanthropy, and a most exalted display of the 
power of Christian principles, for a missionary, from love 
to Jesus Christ and the souls of m.en, to leave European 
society, ami retire to thiit gloomy wilderness, merely to do 
good to its scattered and miserable fnhabitants. The 
man who has been born hero, and consequently is igno- 
rant of the advantages of other lands, cannot know the 
wretchedness of his own circumstances. Our roa^l being 
constantly up and down hill, greatly fatigued our oxen. 
At midnight we crossed Dunehox river, where we took 
in a supply of good water, the value of which is such a 
country, and at such a season ts kiestimabl^. 

25. At one in the morning our road was up hill, and 
very bad, full of deep excavations made by the tain, 
which in the rainy season falls in torrents. Into one of 
these deep hollows the twc?right wheels of one of our 
waggons sunk, out of which ^he oxen could nrft drag it, 
without the assistance of fourteen from the other wag^- 
gon. Before two., vve came to Krorabeck river, where 
we halted, having travelled upw^ards of twenty miles 
aY a stretch. The place was surrounded with low trees, 
and these were cneircled by small hills, Havingf 5lept 
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in tliQ afternoon arid former part of the night, 1 could 
sleep now ; I therefore rose, and walked outsule by 
mobnlight. About three o’clock a brightness appeared^ 
in the cast, and when the sun’s light began to overroine 
that of the moon, many birds by their notfs hnikd ilie 
appioach of day. Dunng all this tune tin Hottentots 
were fast asleep upon the ground — wlien these go to le&t 
they have only to la> down a mat, and to rovti them- 
selves With their sheepskins, and tluv shop romfoitably' 
until nipirnig. After bieakiasl, soin* of us visited 
Krombcck, (or crooked ba(k)nver, the v\aler of A^hieh 
wc found to be pure and well tasted , iIk liees on latli 
side forin(?d a complete arch ovef ii, w Si/ U piotoc ti d it 
from ihe penetiating lajs of the silo; I’nl the water 
was^doliglitfully eooL ' 

Though the day was iloudy*<it no-m, vet fbi tin imo-» 
meter stooil at <)(). The place is ml In r out oi the way 
to Bethclsdorp, but vve fame in (|iu -»i of limbM to 
make blocks for the wheels, Without ((inronx tiny 
cut down a considerable tree, winch 0u^\ sawi .1 in pncis 
to make what they want».d. I could not but notice a 
remarkable dilVeieuie ht tween an Afiican and Imiio- 
pean climate. In biigland, li I sat oi slept in tlie least 
draught of air, it was sure to he loUow ed h} :i soie tin oat; 
but heie though I had now slept ch^vm nights m the 
w^aggon,nvith cold winds blbwiiig tlmmgh it, I sustained 
no ineonveiiieficc. « 

About four, P. IM, wc left Kiombeck river, and ascend- 
ed T hill by a stony jiaih, from the top of which we 
had an extensive prospec't ; but all w\'is heath, no field 
or house visible, except a bobr’s immediately belnnd us, 
ivfany incbnsiderabie hiUs.lay before us, and tow^ards 
these we adduced, bor sdlme tiuu we travelled among 
^ trees on the banks of t^e bed of a liver which was dry. 
Large aloes grew abupdantly on the sides of the road, 
and to the very summits of the hill?, some of whkb were 
tenorlw^lvefcet besides the flower. At sun-set we came , 
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to the end of the pleasunt valley in Which wc had.tra- 
velled for sojne time, aud ascended a steep hill,, whichi 
<^Iigcd Cnr oxen to make great exertions, and we found 
the tlcscont nearly as troublesome; however, we gbt safely 
rdong, tliougb the night was the darkest wc had experien- 
ced on our journey^ A monkey near us seamed very angry 
from his cries, but we could not see him. Some oxen’ 
were ilviven past us, which gave us uneasiness lest some 
of our loose ones had gone with them. It was long be* 
fore we could hatisfy ourselves as to this point, ftliough 
the number of owr spa)*c oxen was only twelve* At ten, 
y, M. were qbligetrto halt from the darkness of the 
night. Our oxen were hardly out of th^yokc w*ben the 
clouds poured down rafn very plentifully, which conti- 
nued until morrrtng. 

•20th. In the morning evefy thing around looked lively 
aiid refreshed by the rain. — At five, we proceeded on our. 
journey. 1 wo stupendous mountains were on our left, 
whose tops reached the clouds, .and formed part of the 
great chain. At nine, we crossed the Vat river, and 
halted during the day on its opposite banks* We applied 
to a neighbouring boor to sell us some provisions, but he 
had none to spare; however, after coming to our wag- ^ 
gons, and conversing with us a little, he found he could 
spare us some grapes and butter. The wind began to 
blow so hard about noon, that we found it difficult to . 
keep up our tent, and the rain felf copiousI)f. An oak, 
under which our tent stood, defended us for a while, but 
at length we were flooded out, and^ obliged to take ife- 
fuge in our waggons. 

At three, P. M. we left Vat river. At five, crossed 
CafTre Scbols river, then ascended a bill on thd* top of 
which stood a farm house, the windows of which were 
“crowded by the poor slaves, who vjere curious to see us- 
pass. A little after sun-set it became so dark, that the , 
road could not be discerned ; we were therefore obliged 
^io halt until day. Here tlie Hottentots construcSedi; ku - 

V 
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a' tew minutes, a portable house. It is made of rushes, 
Nmd resembles a stair carpet, abqut sijc feet wide, 
Ivbich they raise upon its sides, making the two upppr 
sides m'cetfor a roof, and the two ends for a door, extend- 
ing the two undersides fora chamber, and a spare piece 
they lay dowm'for a carpet. I went into it, and found it 
very comfortable. In this rush house, wet as they were 
by the rain, they sat in the dark, singing hymns for about 
•an hour. 

After si.x hours sleep I about three 

in the morning, when I was glad to find the rain had 
ceased, and a small remnant of ‘that moon which had 
been scf useful ft) us on the journey, w’as shining from near 
the horizon. About four, ,tlie mcmvhng star rose above the 
lulls, and it was not long before the sttii sprang u|) and 
the darkness fled away, and*tbe birds as usual, testified 
their joy. At six, the oxen were yoked to the waggons, 
ready to render ns 4 II the service in their pow'er. They 
serve silently, without ostenbetion, boasting, or ilcsiro of 
reward : allow them to eat their Maker's grass, ami they 
ask no more. During the night, for tl^ first time, after 
they had eaten awhile, they drewr all round our waggons 
and slept. I supposed this was for protection from the 
wild beasts, which they must have seen, or heard, or 
smelled. 

OuiF stage in the mornihg was tolerably good, only hdly. 
Oile of our<' company; when in search of the roebuck, 
saw three ostriches. We saw only one person during 
arjourney of four hours, and he was on a hill, a mile 
distant— indeed, human beings, besides ourselves, w'ore 
beginning to be as great rsirities as the ostrich. At ten, 
A. ]VI* ^ve halted at Falfe river, in the middle of a small 
plain, full of bushy tretes, and six low hills formed a 
.clriife around us. Were such a spot within five miles of 
l^^ndon, it would 1)6 of immense value, but here it is 
^\vorth only a few dollars. If there be any Hottentots 
rin tlie^nrigbbuuiliood, it v/ould be a chaxining statiq».i 
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foi a mission, as tlieie must ahvaj^s be good water since 
time 98 such plenty in llie nvci, though it be the driest 
stsason in the year. 

At Cape-town I was told that oui table would be 
plentifully supplied WMth game by the Uptteiitots ; but 
had oui lives depended on so prci anons a supply, we 
must «dl have perislied. Indeed, veiy little ot the in- 
founation 1 received theie has proved quite coiiect, 

*1 here IS not that difference b-^tvief n the appearance * 
of one countiy and another, as people who remain all 
then dajs at home ai^^ieady to imagine. Cultivation 
and population, ajid the absi nee of tlipse^, are tlje two 
opposites. As to th^ diftcience of trees, floweis, &r. 
It IS but litlie, (or, in u*wetk, foreign tiees and flowcis 
brcoim familial to the eye, as the fui/c and biooiA 
buMies lie to f'nglibhmt n. Vhis, with otliei considera- 
tions, satisfies me that nothing but the unseaichable 
l(lio\ah, as a man’s poitiun, can fuMly giatify his im- 
mortal imnd. A man who* has travelled much will meet 
with littk afterwards to excite his admiration , and li his 
happiness be f onfiiicd to the pjoduetion of wondei by 
visible objects, 1 should not wondei jf he became 
wcaiy (u this, and be desirous to visit othe^r woilds, or 
other sy^stems ; as Alrxandei, whose happiness WaS 
chtfly (heiivtd tioni h*s conquests, aftt» he Inad loii- 
qiuied the woild, ic^ictled tliere wci^ no n#oic 
worlds to conquer. * 

'I’heiinonieter, at seven, A. M. Ol at noon, 60, likq 
a spiing day in England. I know not how many of the 
boois in South Atrnawould j[>e able to consume then 
time, weic It not foi the cud of tobacco. Thcj^ seem 
to have no mental usour^cs*; no taste loi lead- 
ing, (many, indeed, have no books to lead ) fi w sub- 
Tc'its oecui for eoqvci^atiou thty stem, tliiiifo^e, un- 
der tlu difadfui necessity of innidcnng time by smoking 


pipc^ alter pipe. ^ 

Xclt False iivei at three, f. M, and wallyed on Before . 

DZ 
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ihe waggons. While waiting for their coining up, 1 
often recollected the counsel pf the. wise wli« says, 
Co to tb^ ant, thou sluggard,” viz. for instruction acd 
iteproof ; and the niord iiequently 1 do so, the more I 
admire the wisdom that taught him io select this insect 
as a pattern of activity ; for, of all the cmtures God has 
placed on our globe, this seetns to be the most active and 
industrious. All their nests that I .have watched have 

• 

exhi}>ited the utmost activity. Every one appears in' 
such ^oste to accomplish his object, that they resemble 
the inhabitants of a city when on (ire inmll quarters ; and 
this activity is^not confined to particuhr nests, or partU 
cuiar times of (he day, but is an universal virtue among 
ants, exhibited from suji'-rise to^feun-set. Viewing their 
ifiotions while the waggon approached, ll observed a little 
ant, with great exertion, bringing a large prickly sded 
home to the general magazine, which it carried in its 
mouth. When its ^progress at any time was impeded by 
a stalk of grass lying across its path, it immediately 
turned about and.dragged it after it. I observed great 
ingenuity in this contrivance. On arriving at the mouth 
of its liest, which was under-ground, it left the seed 
above, ran into the hole and stAni brought a large ant, 
who laying hold of the seed carried it down with the 
greatest case. How it conveyed the information to the 
other that^is assistancft was required, I could not con* 
jecUire, but the great ant seemed perfectly aware of the 
business on which be WdS called. 

In about half an hour after setting out, we came to a 
steep-declivity OQ the sidqof a hill, which we descended 
withouf receiving, any damage. When we spoke to 
CupidO the badn*:ss'^of the descent, he said it ivas a 
itrrfine road) compared to some we must yet 
When dark we halted on, the road, nt'ar a 
ppce called Hell. .'Weisoon kindled a large fire, being 
BU«roundexl with fuel, took a cup of coffee, and then, en- 
gaged in diyipe worship, Cupido’s heart was warm, frv, 
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he spoke to us of the second coming of t\ie Son of M,an, 
till a consid^mble part of a candle had burned to the 
sqpket At one time he compared this to ihe sudde.n 
attacks which the Bushmen make. When one -of our 
coujpany offered Cupido a little Cape brandy, as he had 
walked the whole stjige, he refused it, shying^ !he bad 
never lasted spirits since the Lord opened his eyesi ' 

The immense variety of flowers, and flowering plants 
and trees, in Africa, is truly wonderfuL They proclaim, 
the handy works of the Lord ; and be must hayej^ome 
particular reason for affording such a display of his wis« 
dom and power to tlfe* inhabitants of Africa. Some 
xvould tell me tha\ it results from the soiiand elements; 
but this conveys no iifbjre information on the subject than 
if, when inspecting a noble edifice, one should tell me 
it was produced by hammers and chisels. True, thews 
were the instruments, but an architect and his assistants 
were the agents; and they had a ^particular design to 
answer fey rearing such a b^jilding. ' f 

2Sth, We left our night’s residence at six, A. M. and 
came to . what is improperly named Hell. It is a small 
plain, with a river running past the end and one side of 
it, which appears from the road far below, and is so sur- 
rounded by hills that it was some time before we dis- 
covered by what avenue the river entered it. The road 
also has two very bad descents; where many wJJ^gons 
have been dashed to pieces. Tlie^ remains ^ 'one that 
had broken down lately were lying at the head of the 
first descent: ours, however, descended without harm. . 

Now we had to cross the brpadest river I had seen in 
Africa, called Hous river. Bhfore we ventured across, 
Cupido ^aded into it to ascertain its depth, an(h*having 
pronounced it passable, we efossed through a strong aud 
►deep current, and it was well we did so at that time, for ^ 
in less than an hodr it rose so high, in consequence of the 
late* rains, that we could not have effected our passage, 
in winter^ appears to be more than a quarter a 
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fhile wide, when it is completely impassable by ail kinds 
travellers. In the ^vinter bed of the rivefj we met with 
an entirely new class of trees. That kind which w^)s 
most numerous, much resembled our larch, only it bore 
a small flower, and beautiful red berries of an oval shape. 
We halted abbut a mile beyond the river, and Cupido 
preached; when the boor’s wife and family attended. 
We ^ave her Dutch tracts, and I spent some time in 
.teaching her children their !ettt;*\ She gave us plenty 
of clyjirned milk and butter. None oi (he children knew 
one letter in the alphabet : they were^ remarkably shy, 
having perhaps never seen so nAmy people together be- 
fore. Thenm^eter at noon 71. At* two, P. M. four 
Hottentot women, an old main ahd four children, came 
to have conversation with Cupido. When he and they 
had seated themselves on the grass, I admired the facility 
with which he introduced a conversation with each. He 
asked the old man if he knew any thing of God, which 
began a long iconversalibii witli him : he inquired of ano- 
ther if she had any love to God, which served as a foun- 
dation of a conversation with her. In this way he had a 
particular cohversatioii with eacii. This lasted for an 
hour and an half, and I hope it will not soon be for- 
gotten. 

At sun-set wc departed from Hous river, and travelled 
until /ilcven, P. M. along a narrow pass, not more than 
500 feet ‘vi^^de, betwe/*nM.wo chains of hills. In the day 
it would have been pleasant,< but in the night it was 
^gloomy. We crossed the bed of a river four or five 
times, which must render it troublesome in the rainy 
season. We passed threfe boors’ houses, w^hicb, from 
their rwarness to each other, proves that the ground is 
good, so little of it being able to support three families ; 
and likewise a rock, which in the dark resembled fire> 
f|[pjjq^itts peculiar whiteness : it is callc^d Honey rock. Gii 
among the' hills* a small hamper and a blanket 
raided from the luggage waggon. John and ?rlTciial 
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returned to search for them on the road.* They returned 
with them tyo or three hours after. 

^ March *!. About six, A. M. all being ready, we pro- 
ceeded towards the head of the pass, wliere wc l>ad td go 
over a considerable bill, when an extensive prospect 
opened, of a valley and hills beyond hills, but all low, 
except the range of high mountains which still continued, 
on our left, to run north like a stupendous wall. Our 
party made many attempts to kill game, but hitherto 

without success. Passed two boors’ bouses, crossed 

‘ * 

March River, and halted on a fine plain t6 refresh our 
oxen and ourselves. 'After breakfast, preached* 

About eleven, I \ook a walk on the baiyis of the river, 
and sauntered forvvift*d(ftill it brought me to two hills, 
whose rocky sides nearly touched each other, leaving only 
fjufficient space for the passjige of the river. I sat down dp- 
on a rock in this solitary place, and put my feet into the 
water, which, from the sun^s heat, was lukewarm* While 
sitting on this rock, out of the view of all human beings, 
I recollected I was in tlie land of lions, tygers, wolves, 
&c. I mused upon this till I almost imagined one of 
them was at my back, I looked up the pass towards 
where it closed, which was not above 200 yards beyond 
me, and imagination fancied dens of lions there ; but the 
appearance of a little crab, moving at my feet, diverted 
my mind from these frightful imaginations, till giy fan- 
cies returning I thought it right J.o decampj^ 'WhHe re- 
tiring, as I walked on the sand of the river, observing 
the footsteps of a man, like* Robinson Crusoe, T sbr^yrk 
back ; but on looking around I found that the footsteps 
must have been my own. « 

We left March river (as we called it for want of i(« 
real name) at three o’clock,' V. M. and at four had a 
glimpse of Mussel Bay. As we travelled along, we found 
the road strewed with dead beetles, most of which die 
one of the most painful deatHs conceivable. Their en- 
^ Hails are eaten away by some little insects. I have found 



40 


JOURNEY TO BETHWSDORP. 


11813. 

•.otne walking afong with little more than their hearts 
left, ■ Before sun-set we reached Little Bra|r river; and 
' we arrived very opportunely, for the tide from 'the oceap 
whl'ch conies up every twelve hours, bad returned, and 
a postman who, knew the crossing well, came up just at 
the time vvliSn we had occasion for his counsel. He rode 
foremost, then our spare oxen followed, and after them 
our waggons; and we all got over safe, though our oxen, 
at one time, had only a few inches of their bodies above 
water. In ten minutes we had to crof’ another wide 
branch of the same river, which, though not so broad as 
the former, t9^EU|Aeeper. Cupido«gave si me serious ad- 
vice to tiie blacjr postman about salvalion. We went 
forward in the <hirk till about ninCjj P. M. when we were 
glad to halt at a pool of water, being consicAerably fatigued, 
iid. When I awoke, at foyr in the morning, I found 
•we were surrounded hy a thick fog. Walking to a 
little distance from the waggons, 1 perceived the fog to 
be confined to the loWer part of the valley, between the 
bills ; for while walking, at one place it was dark like 
night, but a hundred yards farther on I enjoyed a clear 
atmosphere and pleasant sumsbine. In about a quarter 
of an hour the sun dissipated the whole, which reminded 
^tie of the scripture, which describes the goodness of some 
as resembling ** the morning cloud, which passeth away;** 
I never before witnessed so striking an exemplification of 
this simile: eight, jve^crossed a plain, encircled with 

bills, beautifully covered with trees and bushes, about 
miles in circumference, ' through which the Brak 
-River runs in a serpentine course. This river we crossed 
immediately on reacliiiig it, «*ivhen three other waggons, 
that hadt been waiting for the retiring of the tide, fol- 
lowed our example by crowing also. It was broad,' and 
at one part very deep; but the worst was .to come; for 
almost4nn»ediate!y we had to ascend a i'teep hill, vvhich 
required, fora long tim?, the utmost exertion of our oxen 
up their heavy burdens* On reaching the summit^. 
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we found ourselves on the margin of an extensive plain, 
called Greepland, from which there is a charming viewof 
Mussel ‘Bay. On tins plain we halted at nine, near a pool 
of water, which, compared to what we had been’drinking 
for vSOnie days, was very good: opposite to which, on an 
adjacent hill, we saw many sheep feefding, which our 
people said were all runaway sheep, which fiow belonged 
to no one. 

Before dinner I walked to a Wood below us, but found 
it impenetrable, owing to the thickness of the uudej'wood : 
it formed a most convenient retreat wild beasts. I 
squeezed many of surrounding |^pts between my 
finger and thumb, and found they *ittcd (^pleasant 
scent. To observe 11^0 diversified forms of the leaves of 
plants and treen affords great gratification. Though ^all 
fiiff’ercd, yet their forms ware so simple, that I xvondered 
I had not conceived of them before. I observed no part 
of the wood that had been penttrated by man, but many 
that seemed to have been visited by wild beasts. Our 
view of the surrounding country was extensive, butm all 
the range not one cultivated spot was visible. While 
Cupido was exhorting at noon, three boors, on horse- 
back, stopped for some time, seemingly astonished at 
wdiat was going forward. Thermometer, at seven, A. M* 
74: at noon, 76. 

Leaving Greenland at three, ff. M. we travelled over a 
plain until six in the morning* when we Salted at Mr. 
Barnard’s, Kleinfootein, who received us with much kindi 
ness into^ his bouse. While walking about alone I caffie 
to a*smail but, in which I observed a very aged black 
woman, crouching by a sra^I fire, for the evening was 
cold. She was covered only wjth a sheep-skin,'* «and was 
very infirm and nearly blind with age. I asked if she had 
ever heard of Jesus Christ, but she, could not understand . 
me; wherefore Y went in search , of Cupido, whom I 
brought to her, but he could make nothing of her. A 
^woman came who informed us that this aged peraoif' was 
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her grandmother) that her mind was weak, and she 
knew nothing. Of course we left her in t^e hands of 
Go(^,. who is the Judge of all the earth, and will act righ- 
teously towards her. At eight P. M. Cupido, before 
prayer, addressed the family, slaves, and our company, 
who togethier formed a tolerable congregation, . 

3d. Iloseabfivc, but finding the morning foggy, and the 
grass wet, I walked only in an orange grove before the 
bpusc, where I observed the passioi^ flower growing lux- 
uriantly .among the trees and bushes. Wc found ourselves 
about five li(^ui^|jjjjrney from George Drosdy, and the 
road being veryl^H, the boor kindly offered to assist us 
with fresh and wong oxen to the Drosdy, which we 
thankfully accepted. Accordingly,* after worship and 
breakfast,’ he put twenty-four good oxen to oiir waggons, 
anS accompanied us himself. « In half an hour our gra- 
titude to the boor for his assistance was greatly increased, 
when we pcrccivt d two steep, rocky clifl's we bad to de- 
scend and to climb. The oxeiiivvere frequently on their 
knees while ascending the latter, in consequence of round 
projecting rocks they had to surmount, on which they 
could not stand: however, by lying down, the poor 
creatures kept their places until their companions got the 
Vaggon to move a little forward, when they rose again 
upon their feet and drew with all their might. After 
much noise by tongues and whips, many falls, and much 
hard pulliiigiAve reached Hie summit without any acci- 
dent. We surmounted three' other similar cuts between 
imDuntains with similar success, but none of them were 
quite so difficult as the first. We then came to a descent 
of thirty yards oidy; but Steeper than any we had yet 
cncountored; it seemed like dropping the waggons.down 
from the top to the bokom. When the attempt was 
made, eye was directed to the waggon, and none 
were unconcerned spectators. HowevcF, they comforted 
n^S^with this consideration, that these were not so bad as 
we had yet to encounter. In this way I have 
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bcrn amused durins: the whole journey — I could not con-^ 
trad’d, be-iause the regions were utterly unknown to me. 

As approached the Drosdy, two Hottontot?^ on 
horseback met us from Hooge, Kraal, where we intended 
to (ix a missionary. Having heard a report that morning 
of our approach, the captain of the kraalMispatched them 
'to inquire into the truth of it. They both appeared to be 
agreeable young meli, and rode along with us till we were 
safe over the last bad part of the road, when they gnU 
loped off in high spirits, with the tidings of our-being at 
band, and wer^ soon out of sight. 

At one, M. vve arrived at George, which ^ so named 
after his present majesty. The building ct)mme\ice(l only 
about eleven months ago. The situation was selected by 
Lord Caledoiijp the late governor, and it has, I think, Ijeeu 
judiciously chosen as a proper place for a town. A more 
pleasant one I have not yet seen in Africa. It abounds 
with wood, water, and majestic scenery. The neigh- 
bouring wood is exteiistve, full of all kinds of trees be- 
longing to the climate, and sufficient to supply them 
with timber for a thousand years. The ground is good 
citliei for corn or pasture; there is plenty of clay for 
making bricks, and abundance of lime on the sea shore, 
which is only a few hours distant. The Landdrost’s house 
is building — the prison and court-house are finishedr— 
the Secretary’s and some otherhouses are nearly finished — : 
ihe two principal streets are tb oross each ^otlier al right 
angles, and the church is to stand in the centre. The 
streets will be two hundred feet wide; on each side of 
them is to be planted a row of trees, not only for orna- 
ment, but for defending passengers from the scorching 
rays of an almost vertical sun. , , > * 

Soon after my arrival, I waited on the Landdrost, who 
received me with much frankness^ and shewed me cvety 
attention. WtNvent in bis curricle to visit the neigh- 
fiouring wood, which was a gratifying object, from the 
"great height of the trees, and their all being to me i 
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and that which enhances their value, is, they are all 
evergreens. With much labour a considerjrble stream 
of water has been carried across the wood from a 'lieigli-^ 
bouring mountain to supply the rising town. The wa- 
ter resembles in colour, Lisbon wine, yet has an agree- 
able taste. The timber not only of the iron tree, but of 
most of the others, was solid and heavy, like a piece of* 
marble. The underwood and wc^s growing among 
the trees were likewise novelties to me. Indeed, it 
would require one to live to the age of AJethusclali to 
view all the variety of objects the Creator has placed 
upon this world, and perhaps eternity would he requi- 
site to explore all?the variety existing in the boundless 
empire of Jehovah ; for ** who by lenrcliing can find out 
God, who can find out the Almighty unto^ perfection!” 

The Hottentot captain of H6oge, Kraal, wliose namtf 
is Dik Kop (or thick head), was at the Drosdy before us, 
and in the afternoon about sixty people from his Kraal 
visited U8 also, when Cupido preached to them — they 
weju mostly females, the men being engaged in working 
at the Drosdy. They remained sleeping round our 
waggons all night They were all anxious to have a 
tf acher sent to them. Their anxiety arises from brother 
Read having preached some time ago at the Drosdy, 
while attending the Circuit Court. The Landdiost rea« 
dilygriin’ted, permission fo^'^a missionary to settle among 
them. * • 

4th. On intimating mj intention to the Hottentot 
captain, of visiting his Kraal, he instantly dispatched 
two of his people for horses^ to carry me and Brother 
B,')rtlet, who was to act as my interpreter. At one, P. 

M. we set off, the captam *anrl the others having gone 
forward on foot. On arrivihg at the kraal, which was 
about smiles fiom*George, we collected the people 
in a^/around the captain’s, hut, which was small, and 
coim|lbsed of rushes and branches of trees. The furni- 
tiUfe consisted of t^yolow 8toolS;| and two or three pails 
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for containing water. A very aged man, almost 
tute ofjtJohiing, came into the hut, sat down at my side, 
'kissed my hainis and legs, and by the most significant ges- 
tuies expressed the greatest joy and gratitude that a mis< 
stonary was to be sent them. We asked ))im if be knew 
any thing of Jesus Christ. His answer almost petrified 
me. “ I know no more, (said he,) about any thing than 
a beast.” Could I but have brought the groat missionary 
meetings of the month of May, to this kraal, to witness 
the scene that passed, 1 think they would have thrown 
in hamifuts of gold tQ aid the missionary funds, till the 
Directors shoukl be alarmed, and cry out like Moses at 
the tabernacle m the wilderness, Stop,*bretbren, you are 
giving more than is ileressary. Six or eight and twenty 
of us weie parl<ed into a small hut ; a crowd at the door : 
cvciy eye an<l ear watching the motion of my lips, to 
know when I should assure them that a missionary 
would come among them. The captain offered to go to 
Zwellendam and bring brother Pacalt, which is a fort* 
night’s journey. They offered the largest house they had 
for his pioseut accommodation, and promised immediately 
to begin building a better. Afterfurther conversation, I 
assured them he should come, and wrote a letter to Mi^ 
Pacalt in their presence, which 1 gave to their captain, 
who engaged to go with it as soon as bis waggon return- 
ed fioin the mill, where it was sent for some meal. We 
then got all the young people ^under twenty years of 
age collected before us— there were about forty, many 
of them interesting figures — they all expressed their 
desire to be taught to r^d, which not one in the 
kraal can at present. We then walked to a risiijggrourvl 
behind the kraal, to obtain a view of tbeir situation, to 
which we were accompanied by almost the whole kraal, 
men, women and children. The young people played 
around us with uncommon cheerlulness, and brought me 
"as presents many of the fine flowers that grew spontane- 
' ously 111 the fields. 1 doubt if they had ever before 
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80 happy a day in their kraal. I trust this is 
a people prepared of the Lor«l for receiving of 
eternal life throujih Jesus Christ our Lord. ' 

The Landrirost’s lady lias a taste for collecting the na- 
tural curiosities of the country, and has been pretty 
succ essful. 1 was gratified by a slUllf of many of them, 
but the little time I had to spare prevented me fiom see- 
ing many more. 
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OtrURKENCES IN TRAVELLING^ t ROM (iEORGK TO 

• RETlIELSDORr. 

• » 

AFTtn taking leave of the Landdrost and family, 
thanking them for then kind attention, we left Gforge 
at five P. M. Most vivid lightning issued from the 
clouds which hung upon the high mountains on our left, 
and we had a few loud peals of thunder. The darkness 
of the night about seven o’clock caused the flashes to ap- 
pear with peculiar grandeur. We were travelling to a tim- 
ber boor’s (M.Standard,) at Papoou Kraal, who had kindly 
offered his oxen to take us over an extremely bad cliff. 

There arc various ways of helping forwaicl the work — 
the poor slav« and Hottentots, who had neither silver 
nor gold to give, assisted in yoking our oxen to the wag- 
gon, which IS always a troublesome business — a black 
man offered to drive our spare oxen a stage, and this 
boor to lend us oxen to take \is over the cliff— indeed the 
bbor’s wife told us that the cliff is so distressing to their 
boasts, that had one of their neighbours offered twenty 
dpllars to take tw’o of their waggons over it, she would 
refuse, but she did tips for the cause of *God, and well 
she aMly,' for she owes even her own soul to tlie mission- 
afies^'^as^God’s instruments; and her hukband, I trust ^ 
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equally indebted to them, and nnany others scatjteretf 
over tliis part of Africa, ke told me, that before the rais- 
^ionarids came among them, the people around, who 
called themselves Christians, knew little more than their 
cattle ; now there are Christians indeed, here and there ; 
all, directly or indirectly, the, result of missionary la- 
bours. Many of these grains of wheat have sprung up 
almost imperceptibly. The knowledge of divine tilings 
has been handed from person to person, according to the 
))arable of our Lord concerning the leaven put into a 
measure of meal. The wisdom displayed by the Re- 
deemer in his jiarablCs, and many of his sayings has 
struck me more forcibly since I went ^ito Afrita, than 
ever before. ' 

In the cv’eniiig Cupido had an opportunity of preach- 
dig at Mr. Standart’s, to upwards of thirty people almost 
all blacks. Several belonged to waggons that, like our 
own, bad halted for the night. I never felt a stronger 
desire to be able to preaL*li in the Dutch language than 
upon this occasion. While writing, four black females 
Were passing my tent door, each saying Good even- 
ing, as they were about to depart with their master. I 
inquired if they could read — with most significant shakes 
of their heads; tiiey all said. No ; but that they had .hoard* 
from Mr. Read it was good tor the soul, and that upon 
their knees they ought to pray* unto God. After a little 
conversation they walked oft’ luiJdenly, in"fohsequence, 

I suppose, of hearing the sound of their master’s waggon 
departing. 

In the boor’s house there were two apartments. I 
think about teu of us slept it* one. The greater number 
lay upon the floor ; however, I got my own mattrass and . 
bed clothes from the waggon,” and ,«lept comfortably till' 
the day began to dawn, but after that, it was impossible,^, 
so, great was the confused noise, of cows, dogs, and' 
geese. 
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5th. Our departure was postponed till the morrow, 
which gave Cupido an opfwrtunityof preaching to about 
sixty people, many of them travellers, halting' for thp 
night. 

6th. Rose at^five in hope of getting forward on our 
journey. Those who had been' sleeping around had 
only to shake themselves and stroke down their clothes, 
and then go to woyk. When every thing was made 
ready for departing, it. began to niu; the people then 
.told uS, it would be impossible for their oxen to draw 
the waggons over the kloofs, or cliffs, jve must there* 
fore remain patiently till the rain 'should be over and the 
roads dry. ; 

The place is called Papoon, \or pumpkin) kraal, of. 
wljich Vaillant. in his Book of Travels* says many fine 
things, and certainly it is a 'charming place. The boor 
is a simple hearted, friendly man, and appears to fear 
the God of Israel: His wife is a sensible and zealous 
Christian. She has many opportunities of improve* 
ment, as her house is visited by travellers almost every 
evening. 

During a suspension of the rain, two of us walked 
to a neighbouring wood, where every thing appeared in 
a state of nature, never having experienced human in- 
terference. The apparent disorder in which the trees 
and shrubs stood, was fifr more enchanting to the be- 
holder lliawany homan arrangement could have made 
them, like the unequal length of the fingers on the 
hand, whose inequality is an ornament. Many trees of 
antiquity, rendered feeble by the lapse of time, were 
unable to support themselves, and therefore reclined 
in vafiofis positions, on tbo^e that were able to siipport 
them; and as they^ad Ibst all their own ornaments of 
Jeavesgh^d flowers, other plants, such as. ivy and wild * 
Ym<b,^ere rapidly supplying this defwt. Many beau- 
H^F'myrtles were growing to the height of fifteen or , 

. ^cilty. feet. 
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The wood lay between two mountains, and a river 
flowed bet^feen ; but so tall are the trees, and so 
abundant 'their foliage, and so thick are the shrubs on 
each side, that even at mid'day the river flov^s in au 
agreeable obscurity. . With great pleasure we walked a 
little w'ay along the left bank of this ebneealed river, 
under the shade of healthy evergreens. No place could 
be more retired. -But while enjoying this sublime gra- 
tification, I observed a scorpion near my foot, which we 
killed. Cupidd preached to about sixty people in the 
evening. 

7th. Rose at six, and found the rain continuing to 
fall pretty plentifully. The thunder rolled arcAiud us 
the whole forenoon, la continued for a while on our 
side of the morntains, then on the other, after which 
it returned, and was succeeded by much rain, which 
threatened to swell the rivers, to protract our stay at 
Papoon kraal, and to, try our patience. I spent most 
of the day in musing on Stephen’s last and dying speech, 
which is a noble example qf fidelity to his master and 
to man. His life was in the hands of his audience, ne- 
vertheless he testified to them the most cutting truths, 
even when dying one of the most painful d^tbs which 
imagination can fancy, be was unquestionably the hap- . ' 
piest man in the. whole multitude. 

A waggon which left Papoon kraal three days before 
stuck fast in the mud, and th^e .it remaiit'ed'immbve- 
able. The wolves were beginning to be rather trouble- 
some. On Wednesday evening, while Cupido was 
preaching at George, one of them attacked two cows 
hard- by, wounding the one ariU killing the, other. Two 
of the Hottentots who attended the worship, mounted 
their horses and rescued the wcunded animal. 

Towards evening the rain began to descend in tor- , 
rents, which had a gloomy aspect to* us travellers. 1 felt 
much as in a calm at sea, when Ihe ship lies like a log in 
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the .water. Cupido preached at seven in the evening, 
and at seven next morning. ^ 

8 th. The rain continuing the whole night, 1 awoke at 
four in ' the morning, by the drops felling upon my pfl- 
low. At seven, the clouds began to disperse, and the 
rain to cease^t nine, the sun begat* to shine, and we 
had soon what is called a fine day. Three persons were 
dispatched to examine the state of the river and cliiT. 
On returning, they reported it would be passable the 
next day, if there were no more rain. 

There arc three female slaves here, who came from 
very difterent countries; one from the East Indies, the 
second ‘from Madagascar, and the third from Mosain- 
bique, yet they seem cheerful acid 'happy; but no man, 
unless he view them with an adamantine heart, can ob- 
serve them vyithout pity. tThcy are removed for cucr 
from the place that gave them birth, from parents, bro- 
thers, sisters, all their relations, and all the companions 
of their youth. In retirement, reflection on these pri- 
vations must frequently occasion the most pungent sor- 
row. The original captors, and the holders of slaves, 
are hot aware of the misery they are entailing upon that 
part of the human species. The reason why they are 
not aware of it is, because it adds to the riches of the 
one and the convenience of the other ; but certainly 
both are guilty of far greater crimes than many in Eng- 
land who* ids punished by transportation or death, such 
as shoplifting and forgery ; but this will not be acknow- 
ledged by the present race, till tbey appear before the 
tribunal of the Son of God. 

. Slaves and Hottentots %eem not to regard being tho- 
roughly wet; they make use of no means jto keep them- 
selves dry. Many of th«un came in the evening to wor- 
ship drenched with rain, yet sat down upon the floor as 4 
contented as if tlie^ had been perfectly dry. Our Hot- 
tentots use means^tO'deftnd tfaebiselves front the power- 
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fui rays of the sun, but it appears to them of no conse- 
quence t*o»be sheltered from the rain. 

I confess that I derived much pleasure from beholding 
the novelties of Africa; yet I would rather see a believer 
in Jesus than a mountain of chrystal, considering the 
former to be a more wonderful work of God than the 
latter, though I am aware, few comparatively will con-p 
cur with my sentiment; at the same time 1 must ac- 
knowledge, that I derive great pleasure from examining 
the works of creation, as displaying the wisdom and 
power of him whb created them. 

After dinner, Mr. B — ^t and I set out ppon a ;»ainble 
in a wood to the eastwaijJ, and to examine the state of 
the river after the rains.* We endeavoured to force our 
way down the hill, through the underwood, but after 
toiling for an hour, we found we had made little pro- 
gress, and the difficulties^ before us .appearing insur- 
mountable, we returned to t[ie margin of the wood. We, 
iUterapted to reach the river by another part of the wood 
but were equally unsuccessful ; yet our attempts to pe- 
netrates the wood were not altogether fruitless, for there- 
by we had many views which were very gratifying. In 
our excursion we came to a tree which had apparently 
many thick ropes banging from its highest boughs, 
which were really as pliable as ordinary ropes; but how 
these plants ascended to so great heightt^^Withoat 
twisting round the tree or being aided by its branches, 
we could not conjecture. It is called by the natives * 
Bavian’s tow, or Baboon’s rope. The wild vines were 
also abundant, some of which might have measured two 
hundred feet in length. Returning a second lime to the 
S'kirts of the wood, we proceeded jn search of some path ^ 

' ^ which we might reach the river; and such a path, at 
length, we found. It was six or eigbtTeet wide, arclt^d 
over by the branches of trees, and sometimes by super- 
annuated trees lying across. Along this path we walked - 
about half a mile before we reached the river.. This we . 
E2. . 
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founil to be about thirty feet broad. We got upon a 
small island in the middle, where we haltefl a little to 
observe Jhe surrounding scenery. The steep sides of the 
hills were completely covered with ancient trees, and 
appeared to hitng over us. The first words on looking 
up to them, which I almost felt impelled to utter, were, 
Grandeur upon grandeur 1 Indeed I found our language 
inadequate to cotivey an idea of my feelings while view- 
ing these wonderful works of the Lufd. The sun which 
was within an hour of retiring, so gilded c'bout half of 
what we beheld, as to throw an additional splendor on 
the scqpe. The river was evidently swelled by the late 
rains; it was deep and rapid in its ^course. Wc returned 
before sunset much gratified by aur excursion. 

• At the side of my bed at night, hung the carcase of ii 
fat sheep that bad .been killed in the day. When a ri'mn 
has made up his mind to take every thing as it comes, 
such extraordinaries will make but a trifling impression ; 
though I never before was placed for a night so near a 
carcase that was to be eaten: however this occurrence 
scarcely occupied my thoughts for five minutes. 

We all rose in the mofniog by break of day, in the 
hope of recommencing our journey. Mr. Standard 
yoked thirty-two excellent oxen to our two waggons, and 
happily we got once more in motion : after travelling 
about fojdc miles we ^.reached the cliff’s that had en- 
grossed a great' part of our conversation for several days 
. past. I confessed they c receded what I had previously 
conceived. At one place I Observed a step in the rock 
which crossed the road, and must have been two feet 
and ji half in perpendicular height; there vras also a 
quick, dangerous turn n the descent where the rock wa> 
as as glass. Here one of our waggons took a 

,i.wfng, and was within half a foot of being over the 
l^^dge of the path; when it must have fallen several hun- 
.4red feet of perpendicular height The descent centi- 
niied for about half a mile, when we crossed a river 
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about tsvo huiidred yards above its entrance into the sea. 
It was nqt deep, as the tide was down, but it was trou- 
b.esoitie from the many large stones that cot^red the 
bottom. When I viewed the cliff we liad to climb on 
the other side, I trembled for the poor oxejt ; however up 
they went, and after many a lash, and many a fall, and the 
loss of some blood, they dragged all safe to tlie summit, 
where we had great reason to thank our kind friends for 
the service they had done us. 

After halting about two hours in the vicinity of a 
brook, we proaeWed on our journey. At three, P.M. 
we came to a, 4 :liff somewhat like the former, but not 
quite so bad, which, ^after consuming mivch time, we also 
surmounted. A little ^after sun-set we halted near a 
wood, which dhr Hottentots told us was infested by 
elephants, none of whom, however, were seen or heard 
by any of us. 

10th. At six in the morning we were again in motion, 
and in a few minutes entered the wood, across which our 
road lay. It had a most venerable appearance, from the 
extraordinary loftiness and great thickness, of tlie trees, 
many of which must have flourished in the ages of anti- 
quity. A thousand trees taken from this extensive forest , 
could scarcely be missed, yet could they be transported 
to London, they would probably produce for the pro- 
prietor twenty or thirty thousand pounds, Jbut they are 
of trifling value here, for the vdlue of an^* article of 
course depends upon the situation where it is found. 
We continued for some time admiring the immense size 
of this and that tree ; but a prpspect was soon presented, 
which completely diverted our attention from such 
objects of curiosity. It was. a long, rocky, an5 steep 
ascent. The first waggon, though twenty-six oxen were . 
yoked to it, was two hours before it.reached the summit, ' 
and.the second, with the samq oxen, was three hours 
'llhe bustle and anxiety of our minds during these five 
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hours can only be conceived of by those who have been 
placed in similar circumstances. The last ^vaggon was 
about two hours in moving forty yards, the o?leii some* 
times falfling, ineffectually drawing, getting into disorder, 
or resting. Could the long string of oxen be got to pull 
exactly at the same time, such difficulties would be more 
easily surmounted; but perhaps while sonae of the.fore- 
mpst are drawing^ others behind them are standing with 
their heads where their tails should be, in consequence of 
no traces being used, and while getting these to wheel 
about, the front ones get into disorder; and though 
twenty draw together, yet if the ‘two nearest the wag- 
gon, do^ot act ^eir part properly, the laliour of the rest 
must be useless. I enter into tlKset particulars to assist 
friends at home in forming a just conception of travelling 
by oxen. While these things were going forwar,d, 
Mr. Bartlet and 1 .were busily employed in repairing as 
much of the road as we could, levelling rocks and filling 
up holes: we completely repaired about a hundred feet, 
and a little improved the remainder, which extended 
about half a mile to the top. Many of the stones which’ * 
we removed had probably lain in tlie middle of the path 
for a hundred years, and damaged many a waggon, but 
‘because it ^as equally* the duty of every one that passed 
that way to remove them, no one did it. 

On arriving at the summit of this rocky ascent, we felt 
like peoplorat sea after ^'eathering a severe storm ; we 
had soon however something of a different nature to 
ehcounter; tl^e rain descended, and drenched most of us 
to the skin. But for the rain and fog, this part of the 
road would- have been ple^nt, being surrounded with 
.floweridg shrubs of various^ forms and tints, all of which 
would have been admirable curiosities in England. We- 
travelled, on high gro^und, yet we came to the base of a • 
high mountain who^e top was hid in a cloud, over which 
it seemed our waggons must pass. We therefore halted 
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to refresh, aiul prepare our oxen for the tiresome ^ask. 
We soon^lighted up a great fire, but as the rain fell fast 
we coultl not get our clothes dried. 

At three, P.M. we began to ascend the mountain; on 
reaching its summit a very extensive view^ opened to iisr 
at five, we descended a long and steep declivity, at the 
bottom of which is a place called Little Hell ; for what 
reason I do not know, as there is nothing terrific about 
it: from the lowest part of the road, indeed, you look 
down to a deep hollow, but there is no cliff or precipice. 
We had now a still higher mountain to get over, whose 
top we had not jret seeft, it being covered with clouds. 
Though the sun had nearly finished bii race, to lessen 
the labour of the next (Ay, we determined to ascend part 
of it. We scraAibled up about a quarter of a mile, arid 
there halted for the night, • The night being cool, and 
our clothes damp in consequence of the rain, every one 
assisted to collect materials for making a fire, and we 
soon had a large one. t \vas afraid we should not pro- 
cure water on such high ground, but our Hottentot 
women soon found some that was very good — indeed 
they find water with facility where an European would 
perish with thirst. 

11th. We got out of the waggon before sun-rise; the 
morning was pleasant, the sky serene. While the people 
were collecting and putting in the oxen, we itK^de a great 
fire, and bad some coffee. We began to climl^the moun- 
tain about half after five in the morning, and reached the 
summit about nine. The oxen of the two waggons were 
obliged to be yoked for some^time to our luggage wag- 
gon. At one turn in the hill, we spent an hour and a 
half in getting round it, owing to the great length to 
wbi(:h twenty-six oxen reach, ind the sharpness of this' 
turn; when they all pulled, it was nearly impossible to • 
prevent the waggon being tm^ned over the precipice,, 
which must have dashed it to atoms. The remains of 
waggons were lying at the bottpm of this fcli&i 
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wtii 9 h served as a warning to us to beware of the danger. 
The fore wheel at one time got to the top* of* the mud 
fence, \yhen all hands went to work, in order to lift the 
fore part of the waggon back into the road, which we 
happily effected : for some time this vvas necessary to be 
done almost every yard the waggon advanced; liowever, 
we reached the top of this ascent in safety, and soon 
after we all arrived on the summit of the hill, when every 
one seemed pleased, and ready to Ci^ngratulate each other 
on the occasion. This summit is called Diwil's Kop, (or 
Devil’s Head.) r 

I do not know how high the 'roads may lie over the 
Appenine nioutftains in Italy, but I qwestion if waggons 
loaded so heavy were ever moi/hted higher in the air, 
tljari those which crossed this mountain.*' The surround- 
ing. prospect was highly interesting. Platenburgh Biiy 
formed part of it. But neither house, nor man, nor 
beast, nor any cultivated spot being visible, gave rather a 
dullness to the prospect. Elephants and buffaloes tra- 
verse these mountaihs, but none shewed themselves to us. 
Elizabeth pointed to a cliff in the old road, where a 
waggon and oxen fell over, and were literally dashed to 
pieces. 

After many lips and downs, we arrived at White River, 
about eleven, A. M. The only occurrence during this 
part of thje j^ourqey was,* that, the chain conlining one of 
the wbeels'broke whilb descending a very steep and stony 
part of a hill ; but by keepmg the oxen running as fist as 
they were able before the waggon, they reached the bot- 
tom in safety. They told^ us that the greatest impedi- 
ments during the remaining part of our journey to 
Betbelsdorp, would be theirivers. We were now in a 
plain called the Long Kloof. Thermom. 70. 

- Left^^hite River five, P. M. A little before sun- 
setrf Oaisper killed a brace,of fine partridges, and attempt- 
ed to shoot two roe-bucks, but they saved their lives by 
a sptedy flight. At eight, P. M. we carac to Sondag (or 
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Sunday) Place, on Koorboraes River. Our Hottentots 
called a^. tHe boor's to purchase llour, but he bad none to 
spare.* I walked after them, and found the bpor could 
speak En.alish. The family and slaves were together in 
a large room, which was a comfortabljp one. Though 
the boor could spare nothing for us, he anxiously solicit- 
ed some snuft’ from us. When I gave him a little out of 
iny box. Tobacco, snuff, powder, tinder-boxes, and 
flints, are the chief articles in request in these parts. On 
leaving Sondag Place, we crossed a fen in which were 
many pools qf water, through whicli our road lay. 
There is a cli^in of llilis runs on each side of this l6ng 
valley, whicli by planting trees, ©r by Cultivation, might 
be made one of the fliost delightful spots in Africa: art 
present it is alonely wilderness, having nothing to reljeve 
the weaned eye except the variously shaped mountains. 
At eleven, P.M. we passed another boor’s place, and 
were saluted with the barking of many dogs, which 
seem to abound in Afrtea more than men. These ani- 
mals are only useiul as watchers. A shepherd's dog from 
Britain would have assisted us more in driving our spare 
cattle, than a thousand African ones. It would be well 
if some of these were sent over to instruct African dogs 
to be more useful to their masters. Perhaps were the 
people here to witness their sagacity, they would suspect 
they were rational beings. * The nioon^ retired about 
midnight, and we baited whertt the hills, ^x>\t each side, 
nearly met. 

12th. We could not travel a stage in the morning,' as 
the oxen were not sufficiently rested. We sent to a 
boor's place, about a mile distant, in search.of provisions: 
it was called Wildeboom (or Wildtree) Place. The 
family had. much the appeafance of a farmer's fiimily in 
England. We dined with them* Water is the only 
drink at this meah whatevjer nviy be eaten, little is 
drank. Perhaps it would he the same in England were 
water only provided. The people mjght have plenty of 
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wiftt', if they chose to be at the trouble to plant a suffi- 
cient number of vines; and there are million^ oj empty 
acres on r^hicli to plant them. When we had re’tu'ruc<l 
froiji a walk in the garden, the mistress reproved her son 
for taking us t^ere; for, in consequence of long wild 
grass growing in many parts of it, she said, it was full of 
serpents ; and none of us wore boots. 

We spent much of our time while here with Mr. Bark- 
house, son of the boor, who lives at a small distance. 
He is rather a singular cliqiacter, having beci; dumb from 
a child. He never was taught any trade; yet he is a 
good carpenter, waggon maker, fouh'dcr, agd smith. He 
makes evdry thing; about a musket except the barrel and 
the lock, with many other articlel, especially cutlery ; 
aDd^nil are executed nearly as well as if dcftie by the best 
workmen in Europe. He knows exactly what every" 
thing he does ought to be charged, but how he knows it 
I cannot conceive. While I was with him he pointed 
significantly first to his ears, then to his mouth, and then 
to the heavens; evidently intimating that the God of 
heaven had chosen to make him what he was, deprived 
of two of the most valuable faculties of man, hearing 
and speech. His bed-curtains attracted my attention, 
b6ing entirely composed of rushes, and looked very well. 

After dinner 1 walked to a brook of charming water, 
to indulge myself with a dYaught of its crystal stream. 
A slave, aboiMli thirty yews Of age, who had watched my 
motions, came running to me and asked me if he should 
briirg me a bason to drink out of. On bringing it, he 
seated himself by 'the side of the brook, and told me 
that all the slaves there woul^ like to go to the schools, 
(a name ghren here to missionary stations,) to learn to 
read; but, sgid he, we are Obliged to work, and. cannot 
go; buti^ujd notone pf them come to us? We work 
from six in the morning ^o six in the evening, apd should 
have.'^lenty of time before- and. after that to learn. 
Keillfep Cicero nor Demosthenes couM have said any 
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thing to touch my heart more than Aie words of this 
poor blApk ^lave. Had I possessed the power, I certainly 
should* nave instantly created a missionrtry, arid there 
have left him with them. I asked him if theVe would 
be a sufficient number of people in the kloof for a mis^ 
sionary tp labour among. O plenty! j/lcnty! said he. 
Yet it would require a telescope to see from one house 
to another. But the man was in good earnest for instruc- 
tion. I gave him some encouragement to expect assist- 
ance, as soon as it might be in the power of the speiety 
to afford it. I inquired of the family how they spent 
their time on Sabbath d^ys^ seeing they were many days" 
journey from aby place of worship. X'^jey saidi in read- 
ing good books. • , 

In the winte/ they have sometimes much snow and icc 
ijj the^ kloof; for though it is a valley at the bottomr of 
hills, yet it lies several hundred feet above the level of the 
sea, and for want of cultivation the ground is damp. 

We left Wildeboom at six, P. M. ascended a long steep 
hill, and travelled for some time along the side of one, 
when we came again into a narrow valley, between 
mountains. 1 never before adverted much to the utility 
of frogs. 1 cannot say that wlierever there is water there 
are frogs, but generally wdierever there are frogs you will 
find water; and in a still evening they are heard when 
half a »)jilc distant; so that by their croaking they seem 
to call upon the thirsty to come mid drink.* A litth after 
midnight we halted. 

13th. At seven, A.M. we were again in motion:, at 
eight, though cloudy, the thermometer was at So. 
Flowers seem to have their native districts as well as 
men: we met with many new ones this day. ,We halt- 
ed about nine, A.M. at another place called Sondag. 
Those who have lived ail thpir days in this retired cor- 
ner, must have as confined conceptions of the world they 
dwell in, as those who have fjever*heen out of the little, 
island of St. Helena. Nothing could be obtained, for 
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tnon^y from the boor; indeed the family, and^mostof 
the slaves, kept at as respectful a distance at we had 
been an^invading enemy. If I might judge from the 
meagre appearance of the dogs, which made various at- 
tempts to plunder our waggons, food must be very scarce. 
At five, two waggons halted on the other side of the 
river. They came from Namasia to attend a vendue (or 
auction,) which was to be at this place on the morrow. 

In the morning our Hottentot, John, was sent back to 
search for an ox tlmt had fallen behind duiMjg the night* 
He returned with ft about nine at night :Jie had been so 
persevering as to go backtoSondag Place, which was at 
least twelve dr fourteen miles; and. on his return I could 
not but notice his apathy. Notwithstanding his having 
walked about four and twenty miles, witli^ut tasting any 
thing but water, yet on hisarpval be sat carelessly dovt^ri 
by the fire, and said nothing of his long walk, want of 
food, or success in finding the ox. Nor did the other 
Hottentots ask him one questiov'. about the matter : they 
knew that the ox was found, and that John was alive; 
and that satisfied them. In England such an occurrence 
would have afforded matter for talking at least half an 
hour. Though the moon was risen, yet as it was dark 
from the density of the clouds, and as the road we bad to 
^travel was rather intricate, we judged it prudent to defer 
our departure until the morning. However, about ten 
o’clock, P. I^/the cloucls became lighter, which encou- 
raged us lo proceed on our journey. Little descents of 
thirty or forty feet frequently occurring, were rather 
troublesome. At four o’clock in the morning we halted 
at Roy Grans River, among iboimtains. 

14 lh. On the halting of the waggon, I took a solitary 
walk along the river, observing the gradual approach of 
day. All was still : our oxen were asleep around our 
waggons ; and so seemed every thing that had life, ex- 
ceptTrogs and crickets, wHich incessantly make a noise 
the darkness continues, thus contributing all in 
j^eir power to rembve the gloom. During this walk^ my 
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mind mused upon many things connected with a, land 
which^was'then far off, I compared the advantages of 
that country with the miseries of this wildcrnefts, where 
ignorance of those subjects which are of eternal ’^moment 
reigns without control. May the Ang<il of the Cove- 
nant work wonderoiisly’* for poor Africa I I hope the 
day is not far distant^ when this desert land shall bo peo- 
pled and cultivated, and men deserving to be called 

trees of righteousness” shall flourish here, and glorify 
the God of Israel. 

At eleven A.M. Cupido preached. lie spoke of every 
thing proceeduig froiifOod: he asked, Who made the 
trees? You will say, They came from dUher trees. Well 
then, (said he,) who m*ade the fimt tree ? It could not be 
inan,^)r he wduld be able to make them still ; but it is 
i!>eyond tlie power of man to make a tree : it must be 
(iod/” At eight, A. M. thermometer 70: at noon, 78. 

At live, P. M. we proceeded on our way: there was 
much thunder on our left, but it did not come near ns, 
a-nd wc had only a small portion of the rain that fell. At 
seven, we passed a boor’s who had nothing to spare. At 
ten, we crossed Deep River, which at that time did not 
correspond with its name, being very Shallow, but in the 
rainy season it may be deep enough. The gr6uud spark- 
led with glow-worms, like the starry heavens. Natu- 
ralists suppose the females ar^ furnished with this lumi- 
nous appearance to discover lO'»their mates where they 
may be found. I cannot refute this supposition; yet 1 
imagine it may answer another purpose, viz, that 'of 
defence. Provi<!ence has kindly furnished every living 
creature with some means /or defending its own life: to 
some, he has given stings; to others horns,’ or sharp 
claws, or coats of mail, or vvfiugs, or swiftness, or tusks, 
or power to make a terrifying noise, or muscular strengtii. 

a strong castle to retreat into, like the tortoise and 
other shell animals : and perhaps God has given this little 
star to the glow-worm to frighten away some pa/ti(iular 
foe. It is certain that the light “olF fire in the nlylA 
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frightens away the most ferocious animal. Heiiofe when 
God promises the utmost protection to hischur/jh, he 
says be will be as a wall of fire around, which neither lions 
nor tigei^; will penetrate. Perhaps many inferior animals 
are equally afravl of that element. 

loth. We halted at five o'clock in the morning; but 
how the oxen were able to continue twelve hours drag- 
ging our waggons I know not ; however, Cupido, who is 
our travelling director, and I believe a humane Hotten- 
tot, ordered it, wherefore I conclude it \\?s right. — 
Thermometer at nine A.M. 7S, at five P.*M. 71. 

A neighbouring boor made us a visit after breakfast. 
After returning to* bis house, he sent, me some bunches 
of grapes, and some e.tcellent mfik. He oiTvred us a 
cheese for a bottle of our wine, to whicli exchange we 
readily assented. He afterwards sent his own bottle for' 
the wine; it was well for him he did so, for it would 
hold twice as much as our bottles. The boor from the 
other side Krakel river, kindly sent a horse to bring me 
over the river to dine with him. After dinner I walked 
about his premises. While walking about, I observed 
one of the Hottentots going to chastise a dog who ha<i 
done some; damage in the vineyard, though the dog hud 
a stick tied to. his neck to prevent his entering. The 
Hottentot took him near the spot where the oftbnee \vas 
committed, .wlj^ere he gave^him his chastisement. The 
instant that tRe culprit wks set at liberty, the other dogs, 
about thirty I believe, thought thii?y were bound to give 
him a second drubbing. They rushed upon him from all 
directions, but his treating pretty roughly two or three 
of his first assailants, made him jespected by the other 
dogs, when they received him. back to their society as a 
friend, and he seemed to indicate that he was happy at‘ 
having got over this affair- When this business w^as 
finished, a curious frolic wa.s exhibited by another Hot-^ 
tentot, who appeared somewhat of an eccentric charac- 
ter. *By sounds ahd^signs begot all the dogs to surround 
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appear as if worrying him to death. In qanse- 
qiicncft bf «the seeming wounds he had received from 
them^ lie gnulually sunk down among them/ when by 
the number that stood around and upon him, he was 
completely out of sight; after which rose smiling, 
when the dogs went away as if satisfied tliey had perforrti- 
ed their parts well, seeing the man had sustained no injury. 

Near the house, I counted twenty-nine aloes in flower ; 
some of the stalks measured thirty-eight feet in height, 
and two feet and a half in circumference at the bottom 
— a wonderful growth iti one year! what a curiosiiy 
wouhl these Ije esteemed in the vicinity of Lon- 
don, where it is believed they only comA into flower once 
in a hundred years, *at Iviiich imposition (jn London crc-. 
(lulity^be Africans laugh heartily. If an aloe prodiv^e 
sml when it. sends up a flower, it dies that year, if not, 
it lives and ^ends forth a flower again. The boor enter- 
tained us at dinner by relating the feats of tigers in the 
neighbouring hills. The slaves and Hottentots all seem- 
ed happy at this house ; of course they were well treated. 

We parted from this kind family about four P. M. and 
proceeded on our Journey. We passed another booths 
place about six, and then crossed a river; at eleven,^ 
P. M. we descended to a deep hollow, of a circular (orni, 
surrounded by hills, and near the source of Kroom river, 
which is the boundary of separdtion between .the J^ros- 
dics of George and Uitenhagen, aiTd there we’lialfcd dur- 
ing the night. 

16th. The morning light discovered the beauty and 
loneliness of the place where^^ we had spent the night. 
Our waggon stood as in the centre of a basin, across 
which ran an excellent stream of^water, and large gera- 
niums, with many other handsome .flowees, grew around. 
There was el fog on the hills, which formed a canopy only • 
a little higher than the waggops; but none of us had 
caught any cold whilst asleep, though much exposed to 
these damps. We found many of the plants bad a scent 
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similar to sage. The valley lower down, for about ten 
miles between the mountains, is entirely a n/o/iiss in 
which nothing but tall rushes and other water-plants 
grow. I observed a great number of rushes such as grow 
abundantly in Scotland, whose roots sunk very deep into 
the earth. 1 noticed a snail crawling along with its 
house on its back, at U;ast four times as large as the 
largest I have seen in England. 

I find the world span to be used in various ways in 
Africa: a spanoioxm means a suHiciiX't number to draw 
a waggon: to take the oxen from the waggon in order 
to feed, is, to outspan : yoking them again is to iuspan : 
oxen feeHing on a journey are said to be spaning : the 
place where they feed is called a spanhig-placc. Thermo- 
meter at ten A*. M, 84-^ ditto at two P. M; 83. 

Notwithstanding the very^ dfstracted state in whi^h 
Europe was involved when I left it, scarcely a creature 
here knew any thing of its trouble. Were they better 
acquainted with revealed trutbi perhaps this would be 
happy ignorance. 

The hills a little to the .south of ourspaning-place arc 
extremely barren, being almost entire rocks, whose forms, 
however, are interesting. Departed at four P. M. still 
•travelling in a wilderness. Indeed the country hardly 
deserves to be called inhabited; for there is not one fa- 
mily in every ten miles, and it is remarkable, that where- 
ever there few inhabltahts there arc few birds; for 
though the feathered tribes fear, yet they court the so- 
ciety of man. Thus thecc intiy wears the aspect of de- 
solation ; all things remaining as the deluge left them in 
the days of Noah. At seven P. M. we halted for worship 
and supper ; when beginning the latter, we discover d 
that the vessel which contained all our butter had fallen, 
.from the waggon. Our first messenger returned with- 
out it V but a second^ being sent otf with him, they found 
it in the middle of the highway, about two miles distant, 
full moon, we were encouraged to proceed about 
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nine (\cjock oil our way, which layover bills, and we 
crossed* Krooni river three times. I slept in the waggon 
as it moved along, from eleven P. M. till two in the morn- 
ing, when they waked me to alight, as w$ were come to 
a steep descent. Several balls of fire appeared in the air, 
which vanished with a little explosion. 

17th. We continued our journey between mountains 
and along the banks of the Kroom till four o'clock in the 
morning. This was washing day, but it does not occa-^ 
.sion much trouble, as they wash every thing in cold 
water; yet they make the linen as wliite as any I ever 
saw. Kroom river considerably increased os wedei^ccnded, 
and the water was ex'celient. 

The Hottentojs, wlioare the aborigines of this country, 
are^i pt^tiple nearly extinct ; a few kraals only remaining 
within the limits the colony. They are far from being 
so barbarous a race as tliey are usually supposed to be by 
iuiropcans, who in their o/dinary talk will say, As wild 
as a Hottentot — as savage as a Huttmitot, &c. just as they 
say, as rich as a Jew- — as cunning as a Jew. J'liey fiave 
nothing more savage about them than the peasantry in 
England. 1 have seen families in London living in more 
dirty hovels than ever I saw Hottentots, and many in 
J-ondon have committed more atrocious deeds than any 
I have ever heard the IlpUentots charged with. I thinlc 
the Hottentot mind is better ciilliv^ted than *tl,^ minds of 
many in the lowest ranks in London ; and I should 
expect to be much better served, and to be more safe in' 
travelling with twenty Hottentots, than with twenty 
Europeans. The rain falling down, in torrents, the oxen 
could not proceed ; we therefore halted at ten, P. M. and 
waited for better w^eather. ’ ^ . 

18th. We began our journey , at six, A. M, through a 
thick fog and rain ; of course we savv nothing hut what 
was 'in our immediate neighbourhood. Passed a boor's 
house at eight, where we obtained three loaves. At eleven, 
A. M, we halted on a barren waste, surfoCm^ed by hills at 
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a little distance. I walked to an eminence, \¥lien^ I bad 
an extensive view of the wilderness around* Leons and 
tigers Jiave surely a right to reign and roam here, as nei- 
ther men nor domesticated animals appear to inhabit it. 
*l'iie sight of a bird does not remove the gloom, which 
seems to overhang every thing ; for its solitary situation 
rather excites gloom than conveys pleasure. 

Thermometer at six, A.M, (>(> at noon, (U ; cloudy ; 
— at five, P.M. 

Proceeded at three, P.M. At four, tl*" hills wercso 
near each other, that there was,, barely room between 
them M the w»ggon and a small brook, the water of 
which resembled soap suds, owiug probably to a mixture 
of wliitcolay. Our oxen trod upon a serpent, which we 
afterwards killed. When dark we travelled o\Hr hills 
among long grass. At nine, P. M. we arrived at Ziiur 
Bron, (Sour well,) inhabited by three Hottentot brothers 
and their females. They are ;i,bout to remove to Bethels- 
dorp, being ordered away by a boor who has lately pur- 
chased the neighbouring farm, of which thegrouiul which 
they had been allowed to occupy is considered a part. As 
they have resided there a long time they seem reluctant 
to leave it. We carried our supper into their house, and 
ate it in the midst of them. About twenty people were 
assembled in this small* house ; but Hottentots, when 
fitting, qccfipy a sm^ll* space. After supper, Cupido 
gave ail exhortation belore prayer. When on the eve of 
departing, the llottentotr offered, if we would stop till 
the morning, to lend their oxen to help us over a very 
rough part of the road. TV) this proposal we readily con- 
sented,-andsoon fell asleep. 

U)th. When I awoke «about three in the morning, I 
found all were ready for departing. We were obliged to 
and walk dow'ii a long, steep, and stony descent, 
crossed several rivers, one of which, called llampto, 
^I9\v<deand deep. Travellers are sometimes stopped a 
week by the rising of thi?^ river. We baited at six, A.M. 
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on a small ©harming plain, only a few hundred yards in 
circuinierence, surrounded by hills and shrubbery. ‘Mr. 
Barttet, with his axe, soon cut out an <#pening in a 
thicket of trees, where we had worship and. hreakfiist,.and 
where I sat writing most ot tlie morning ; indeed I hardly 
ever saw a little spot more suited to my taste. A small 
rivt'i’ofgood water winds almost round it. Thernioinot.^r 
at seven, A.M. 04 ; a few clouds : — at noon, 78 ; — at five. 
F.M. 74. 

The delightful spot on Klein River, I understand 
btdongvS to no one. It HJ^uld be a charming situation 
for a missionary station. A^there is \?,ater at present, 
immediately after sdmitter, there is probably water all 
the year ; and tl^e grass is good. I observed two kinejs 
of one bearing a yellow, and the other a blue 

flower. Ants’ nests are numerous: in shape they resem- 
ble a baker’s oven, and are from two to four feet high. 
'I’lu^se industrious creatiirevs have their enemies, especi- 
ally a creature about the size of a fox, who, after pierr- 
iug a hole in the side of the nest, pushes in Ins tongue, 
wInn the unwary ants rush towards it in order to 
examine what has happened. T’he tongue being cover* 
ed with theSe insects, he draws it in, and swallowV " 
the whole. This he repeats till he has devoured mil- 
lions. 'Die bees also sometimes covet and take posses- 
sion of the house they have reareS with so mu^i labour. 
'J’hc boors also, when travelling, frequently clear out 
these nests, and use them as ovens for baking their ' 
bread. 

A female Hottentot belongmg to Bethelsdorp, with 
her two children, joined our company. When I ’asked 
the age of her children, she seemed as much surprised 
at the question, as if I bad inquired how many hairs 
they had uppn their heads. I then asked her how many 
times* the sun had come near them since her eldest 
daughter was born: she supposed, three times; whfcb' 

F 2 
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I judgetl to be correct, as the child appeared/jto bp about 
three years old. » 

We considered our present progress to beslovir; but 
slow and swift are only comparative terms. The mail 
coach in England moves slowly conipared with the 
flight of a pigeon ; and the motion of a pigeon is no- 
thing when compared with that of a planet ; and that of a 
planet is slow when compared with the motion of light. 
The progress of our oxen is swift when compared with 
that of a snail or cameleon. Such con^iderations pro- 
mote patience. At six,^P. we had a view of the 
ocean, which hjS'lpedto vary the scene. *Cupido pointed 
to a distant hill that was within two hours’ journey of 
B.etlielsdorp. At seven, P.M. we canr\e down a steep 
descent, when the hinder wdieels of our waggonj \yere 
frequently raised from the ground. Four years ago 
a boor was killed when going down the same place,* 
by the waggon overturning upon him. At the rising 
of the moon we were much gratified by the sight of a 
lunar rainbow. About nine my waggon was nearly 
overturned by one of the wheels sinking into a deep hole. 
During the night there was much vivid lightning, at- 
‘tended with thunder and rain. ♦ 

20th. Halted about four in the morning, on a hill 
nearly covered with trees, and not far from the ocean. 
In the ab^nce of all Mher sounds, the noise of the sea 
was very solemn. Ab it rained fast from six to eight 
‘’o’clock in the morning, we feared we should make no 
progress during the day, the roads being very soft. 
However, Cupido, our ccfmmander, after examining the 
road, tesolved to make a trial to proceed. While the 
oxen were putting to the waggons, I walked down a 
pretty opening in the wood, where I had a pleasant view 
of sea, two or three miles distant. 

, Immediately after our departure, our road lay down 
long, steep, and rocky descent. We found it a trouble- 
‘some businoss, and it was eleven o’clock A.M. before 
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botli^l waggons reached the bottom, where we found 
V^anstade River and an extensive forest. About noon 
we halted on a hill, where we were joined by a waggon 
belonging to Bethelsdorp, and likewise by twelve meb on 
horseback, who were a patrole searchin^aniong woods and 
bushes for Caffres, as the colony is at present at war with 
that people. When commencing our last stage to long* 
desired Bethelsdorp, ’we were joined by three waggons 
going to Uitenbagen ; so that the six waggons and the 
patrole made^a formidable Appearance, as if wc had 
been a commando (or tsJ^^j^ljtedition) against the CaflVes, 
especially as we travelled iii a desert,* where no beings 
were visible but oursefves. 

Abput niidr^ight we came to the head of the descent 
leads down to Bethelsdorp. Though the moon 
was risen yet still it was dark, in consequence of the 
heavens being overspread with thick clouds. However, 

I soon understood that Wie approached near to the settle- 
inent, by some of our people firing their muskets, as 
signals of our arrival, which were soon answered by some 
discharges from the settlement. Many of the yOung 
people, in high spirits, came out to meet us; then Mr. 
Read, and the other brethren, with many others, arrtTerK" 
and gave us a hearty welcome. From the solitary road 
on which we had been travelling, a concourse of people, 
and the sound of many voices* produced a* »^culiar sen- 
sation. I felt as if instantaneously introduced into a new 
w^orld. On reaching Mr. Read's bouse, many surrounded 
it, in Older to see the strangers who had come from afar. 

I suppose some of the young*people sle^t little that night, 
for I heard them running about at three o’clock in tlio 
morning, after which 1 fell asleep. 
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Ounrreneei and hn estimations at tieihelsdoip. 

Maikh iO. 

Aboi r sun-use, the bell called the pecj 'e >o woishq) 
in Ihc inpctiiig-housc ; the Service conttnusd a little tiiorb 
than hilf.an liour. Attciic^'''’ the church and enu- 
giegaliou assenibfed, when, altei yiaise, prajtr, and 
reading of the sciiptures, Mr. tVinimcr delueicd an 
animated discouise, not standing, but titling, a,** our 
Lord did when be pirached in the synagogue of NajiL- 
rtth, (Li.ke iv, 20 ) The assembly was large and attcii- 
tisi III the atleinoon, a Hottentot, a member oi the 
chine'), began the scivice by €n',iging in piayei ; and 
when they had sung an h}mn, any member ot the 
church, who chose, being peittiittrd to give a woid of 
ixhoitation, a Hottentot spoke with much modtsly and 
gropiiety. After uniting again in priver and [naisc, the 
people Were dismissed; when the inimbeis liad what 
they called a love feast, ca<h pnson having a «up ot 
coffee poiued, out to hinj tioni a kettle, and a small 
biscuit given him, whidi was done without the smallest 
bustle 01 confusion Duimg (his, scveial shcil umaiks 
wtirmadeby thebicthren, after wbuli I mentioned .i 
few things wliicli I thought might iiiteiest them. We 
then cclcbiated Ibe Lord’s suppci togelher, as is tlieir 
custom wery first day of thfe week. When tlm wine be- 
gan to be distributed, the/ sung ab which 

ihe cl>^rl^ sepaiatcd. 'I’his ofdinancd wtis Iftoit, ytt 
veryiliNhmting. 

the evening they met {(ft workup, whenl^r Caiuer, 
from tbs InOies, led theservice. Though 
^'Wnt out by tbe'h^issionary 'Society but little more than 
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ayeai «go, 1\B lias made such progress in the Dutch hiu- 
giiage, that he can already exhort in it. He is a car- 
penter by trade, has two or three apprentices, ami is a 
useful member of the community. I 

2 1st. I had heard much against Bel/ielsdorp, since my 
arrival in Africa, and I must confeiJ it has a most mi- 
serable appearance as a village. Th(f houses are mean in 
^ the extreme, and apparently verw irregularly placed; 
tljey say, however, that the but/ were arranged ac- 
cording to a plan, which I belied after it was point- 
ed out to me, but in cpnsoo/ence of some having 
fallen down, and their Otv^ers havirjg built* else- 
where, others havii>g gradually decayed in conse- 
■r;ijencc of the people leaving them to go into the ser- 
vii’c ^f the farmers, and others of the inhabitants being 
railed to public service, the briginal plan has been com- 
))letely deranged; and now it appears as irregularly built 
as the city of Xorwich or the town of Manchester. The 
ground on which it stands is barren in the extreme, so 
that nothing green is to be seen near the bouses; this also 
tulds no the gloominess of the village. There are neither 
trees nor gardens to relieve the eye; but all tins arises 
from tiie total want of good water, except near the bar- . 
l en spot where tlie village stands. In consequence of the 
miserable appearance of the village, the settlers are by 
many people reported to be extremely indolout; 

That there are indolent people at Bethelsdorp^ as well 
as in all other places, especially in South Africa, I have 
no doubt; but from what I have seen and heard, I believe ^ 
there are also many who are industrious and active. — 
People, in general, make no allowance for their .early 
habits of indolence in the bouse^s of boors, where theye , 
have very little real work to eniploy their time, and 
people who call there ever enquire what work is peTfomci- 
ed, or what ground is cultivated. I visited their feix::: 
in the afternoon, which lie about a mile and a half distaht^v' 
on Little Zwartkops River. I there found la^jdOMltlvated • 
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on both sides of the river for upwards of two niilcs. In- 
deed I had not seen so much cultivated land in any part 
of Africa where I had yet been — three times more than 
is to be seen at Laviaii’s Kloof, though that is an old 
missionary stationj compared to Bcthelsdorp; but the 
soil is still more barren at Baviaifs Kloof. 

After riding alon^ Mie cultivated ground, I came to 
the oxen, which hacKjustbeen driven home for the night. 
Except ill Smithfjeli, I never saw so many together; 
indeed, I remarked that we had now air^ved at the me^ 
tropolis of those aniniJu^. We re'nrnvd to Bethclsdorp 
just ip. time f(\r their worshiii. "riiermoineter 

at noon, ()2. 'Continued in coi]versation with the bre- 
thren till three o’clock in the morning, 

' 22d. Set oft* at eleven A. M. with brethren IJlhricht 
and Bartlct, to Uitenbageif, where the coinmandaiil and 
Landdrost reside, which is about nine miles from Bc- 
thelsdorp. We had to cross Zwartkops river, which was 
wide and deep in consequence of the late rains. The 
water was two inches abov/ the bottom of out waggon. 
Colonel Vickers, who is Civil and Military commander 
of the four interior distiicts, received me m the most 
friendly manner, and politely ofl'ered to serve me in any 
way in his power. He expressed the same sentirnciit.s 
that T entertained with respect to the external appear- 
ance of Bcfchelsdorp, asd thought the civilization of the 
people must be greatly retarded by the mean manner in 
which they live. 

I could not but acknowledge to the Colonel, that I was 
affected with the first view I had of Bethelsdorp, much 
in the same way as lie had been; but on examination, I 
found there were causes which the missionaries could not 
con troul— that they had always supposed they had no 
security for their continuance at that place, owing to its 
barrenness and other considerations, that they had there- 
fore built their houses of reeds, which, though they look 
vefy well at fust, soon fall into decay, and assume a rui- 
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nous appoarancc ; and that from the number of the peo-. 
pie constantly in the service of the boors, and the most 
active being called to perform public service, such as 
going against the CaflVes, and seiving as guides at the 
different military posts, for v/hichAhey have hitherto re- 
ceived 110 remuneration, their famlies have been starving 
at liome. For the sake of exar/ple, I ^-tated that only 
Uvo days ago, twelve inoh wore demanded to go against 
the CattVes ; and yt‘i^tenlay, fiftilen men, with tljeir pack " 
oN:en, were onicied to repay to the different military 
posts ?isguid(Aj, Now tlie5;e men bccMi building 

liousos of clay, which thought tlie best tl]pt can be 
rt nred »? this part ^of Africa, they would either be 
Tn'''‘d'J'-u 1 ijr washed down before they could return to 
'J,i/UK ^'riw people know this, and are the/eby 
di\(;oniijgv\i IVom rearing* more permanent buildings. I 
mentioneil tiiat I was not stating these things as com- 
jdaints against Government, for perhaps the state of af- 
fairs renders them indispensably necessary, but mentioned 
them as causes of the present appearance of the settle- 
ment. 

As (iovernmont had offered to the missionary society 
one or two places in Zuuryeld, the Colonel pointed out 
in a map where I should be likely to find situations that 
would be suitable, 

23d. Waited upon Major tuylcr, the JLjwiddrost, who 
bad been from home the preceding day, v^itli whom 1 
was anxious to have a conversation on the causes of the 
long disputes that bad subsisted between him and ’l)r. 
Vanderkemp and Mr, Rgad, which lie declined, upon 
the ground that they were all past, and that it was un- 
necessary to recur to them again. He then spoke of di- 
viding the lands of Bethelsdorp into lots, to be given lo 
(the missionaries and settlers. I stated that I perceived . 
•difficulties in that business, and would be glad of his ad- ■ 
vice. Supposing lots of land to be given In perpetual 
possession to the settlers, and should some of 
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come, a nuisance to the institution, the iT)i&s<ionaries 
'ivoulfl not have it in their po\Ver to remove them from 
the settlement, yet their continuance might be very iii- 
jurioijsto its welfarei I saw a difficulty on the other 
hand; for if the lauQ' were not fully their own, there 
would not be the sanf» inducement to improve it. I then 
requested of tHe Land^ost, if he could devise a miildle 
path, that he would kivc me his counsel. He said it 
might be made a condition in the grant of the lots, that 
should their conduct become injurious to ihr institution, 
they should be deprived thei^'Jand, jftid that they 
should receive an allowance lor^hat iniproVemeiits they 
may liave made while it was in tl^eir* possession. This 
iif»pfaivd to me a wise suggestion. 

Leaving ^the Landdrost, t again waited on Cole.v-^l 
Vickers, who kindly favoured nie wnth letters of intro- 
duction to gentlemen indifferent parts where I expected 
to travel, Mr. Menzies, a young officer, also voluntarily 
favoured me with an introductory letter to a friend. 

Walking to the barracks, I found the storekeeper was 
a native of Sutherland, in Scotland, who had been fourteen 
years in the army, and during that time, innch to his 
cj*cdit, had learned both to read and write. He had, how- 
ever, no books, which want I promised to supply from 
Betlielsdorp, whither we returned in the afternoon. 

24th. Mr. -Rend Iras a meeting with twenty or thirty 
children, ev^ry evening, a short time before the meeting 
for^worship, when he asks t’ em a few questions. This 
meeting arose from bis examining his own children ; other 
children came, then more, trff it arrived at its present 
state — it is wholly voluntary on the part of the young 
people. When ^ve came tr^ t|ie door of the small house 
where these children were waiting for Mr. Read, they 
were singing a hymn tOgethef-^-we listened behind the 
much plea&u’lre till they had finished, I un-* 
all the question^ that Wete asked, and the 
answers given to them, though in Dutch, and was much 
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pleased. Kaje, a young female Hottentot, who is one 
of this little meeting, is an orphan, eleven years of age, 
who lived at George, about a fortnight s Journey distant 
from Bethelsdorp ; but after Mr. Read Jad preache<l there 
a while, she cried so much to accompany him hpme, 
that he was obliged to take her, withAhe consent of her 
friends, and she now lives in his ho/se as one of the fa« 
mily. Thermometer at noon 80. 

2tfth. In the afternoon. Cobus, Jvho is blind, and his 
wife, c-ame from four hours dist^ce with their child to 
bo baptised on th& morrow, Tl-ffiy are both members of 
the church at Bdlhelsdorp. The wife knevy the Lortl first, 
and soon after Cobus was deprived of his sight ; God 
opened the eyes of his understanding, and he says he nei!- 
vor w'ss so happy as since he believed in Jesus. Indeed*, 
from the pleasant smile on“ his countenance when he 
spake of the Saviour, peace was evidently within. He 
remarked that Jesus had hitherto kept him from failing, 
and he trusted he would keep him to the end, and bring 
him to his heavenly kingdom and glory. His wife said, 
that she had obtained this child from the Lord, and wish- 
ed to give her to him again^tbat she had no wish that 
her child should be great or rich, but she wished she., 
might have grace, and be a child of God. 

About ten o’clock at night. While sitting at Mr. Read’s, 
we heard, for a considerable tim*, j» female wefeping bit- 
terly at a little distance behind, on which Mr. It. went to 
inquire into the cause. On returning, he said it was a, 
few people conversing together, one of whom was much 
affected with something that Itad be^n said. 

' In their state of society they have no idea of suppress- 
ing their feelings until a timd lyhen it may be seasonable . 
to give them vent, but they instantly act as they leeUr^ 
Among uncivilized nations this will generally be found 
to be the case. In Bethelsdorp, tliougli most of their ' 
minds may, be said to be civilized^ yet their kahners are 
not. The Christians there love God and ay who bear his 
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jm^gc ; they have relinquished sinful conduct, and are 
looking for the coming of the Son of man; yet they can 
sleep on the bare ground as comfortably as the liuropcan 
on his bed of dol/n — nor do they perceive the necessity 
for' the same delicacy in dressing as he does, because they 
have been accuston(^d to another mode from their in- 
fancy ; but many oiT’them are in a state of progression as 
to these things. \ 

27th. Mr. Corner fVcached to us In the morning, after 
which the whole congregation n alked down to the river, 
when two children were baptized by brSther Wimmer. — 
He stdod in tln^ middle or'the little rK’er, holding the 
child, and pouring water upondts head, he pronounced 
the usual words, after which the surrounding assembly 
6 *ung a hymn. The service appeared to be impress-i^;e.— . 
The many young Hottentots around, as well as the elder, 
behaved with great propriety. 

On returning home, a person whom Dr. Vanderkemp 
redeemed from slavery only five years ago, followed me 
to my room. Among other things which she mentioned, 
she said she bad three sons dead, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. On saying so, she turned her face to the wall 
.and wept bitterly, and could not for half an hour be pa« 
cified. The scene was extremely affecting. I wished all 
the advocates for slavery in the whole world had been 
present, &pfccially tl\osft w ho assert that African slaves 
have no a^ection for their offspring. Many such Africans, 

'I persuaded," were diey to bear that some of our 
fasbiotiabies in London, though living under the same 
roof with their children; slSi::arce]y see them once a day, 
would cry out — What savages! 

Read preached 10 (the , soldier^ at Fort Frederic, 
At^a Bay. On returning^ he mentioned that the far- 
mfk^ho is next neighbour td Bethelsdorp told him, 
^tlast week when goirig home; a Jion met. him in the 
|bad-^they stood some time looking^ at each other, when 
ttfe animal cligse to walk quidtiy 'away. He . had, bow^ 
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ever, devoused an ass belonging to the farmer. Perhaps 
the death of the ass prevented that of the farmer ; having 
already had a good meal, he had less occasion to devour 
him, but had they met a little sooner,* when the lion was 
m.ore hungry, he might have fared ve/y differently. 

A Hottentot calling after worshp, who came from a 
distance, and who was a member of the church, led Mr. 
Head to relate the following acp/ount of his master’s 
family. 

Some time ago, B , a mesfiber of the church . of 

Betbelsdorp, travelling tr a distance, and halting 
at a farmer's iflear the inoulh of the Camtoos riyer; he 
collected the farmer^s sljives together, arAl informed them 
tlijt the Son of God had come into the world to save 
sinv^rs. What he said caused a great stir among th*ni 
about the salvation of th^ir souls. A poor slave from 
Mosambique, opposite the Island of Madagascar, was 
particularly affected. The providence of God afterwards 
brought them to wprk at the Drosdy of Uitenhagan, about 
nine miles from Bethelsdorp, which afforded them an 
opportunity of attending the preaching of the gospel 
there. The poor Mosambique slave made rapid progress, 
though he was but little acquainted with the Dutch lan-^* 
guage. Wlicn they returned home to their masters at 
Camtoos river, he became their rninister, meetjng with, 
and exhorting them daily, « When the, boor became 
acquainted wkhjv hat was going on, he was ‘^ery angry; 
however, they contilSued to meet in a little place which 
they had fitted up for the purpose. Upon one occasion, ^ 
some of the family went wilhin hearing of them, unper- 
ceived, and there listened to whal was going forward. 
The boor’s wife, while listening to her poor slave p^f^isch- 
ingJesusof Nazareth and the Resurrection, felt theilc^e 
of truth, in her heart. She invited the company to 
meet in her house, when she read file scriptures to them, 
at)d the alave prayed and exhorted, and , this practice is 
still continued. The boor saw Mr, Read.JuteJy, w?hen 
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he declared that his slave must certainly speak from the 
Spirit of Cfod, for, said he, ho knows far morjS Uiaii we 
Christians who have had the bible all oiir days,and he sure- 
ly could not get all his knowledge in the short time he 
staid at Bclhelsdora; and he cannot read. 

1’hus the gospel fepread at first. When sinners were 
converted to God in kie city of Thessalonica, from thence 
the gospel ** sounded fcirough all the region round about.” 
So, I trust, it is at Bethelsdorp, and I trust it is the pure 
unmixed gospel of Christ. 

30th. Went to Fort Frederick on Algoa Bay, about 
nine miles froin Bethelsdorp, where Dr. Vanderkernp 
, and Mr. Read resided almost a ,year, by permission of 
General Dundas, prior to their fixing at Bethelsdo/p. 
There we found a small fort and a few houses, but t^re 
is no harbour, which render^ it very difficult to land 
goods from the ships, which are sent now and then with 
provisions, from the Cape, for there is constantly a 
dangerous surf. We spent a great part of the day with 
Major Andrews, a gentleman of reading and observation. 

April 1* 1 received this morning a parcel, per post, 
from his excellency the Governor, containing six copies 
•,of a sermon by the Rev. Mr. Jones, colonial chaplain, 
published by desire of Sir John Craddock, with the 
excellent design of ameliorating the circumstances of 
the poor slavea and Hottentots. This benevolent object 
cannot be a^ccomplished in a day, notwithstanding the 
great power invested in th^ Governor, and his laudable 
anxiety to exert it for the public good. It must be a 
work of time. Many of the boors will not allow their 
female Hottentots to be called mmen, but maidst in 
ordetjto make a distin-itiqif between them and their 
wives and^ daughters; nuiids being considered by them 
ds an^Jnferior title. Now such as have from childhood 
bg^Vmined up with “those low ideas of the Hottentot 
B^le, cannot by any law be made soon to respect them, 
minds musjt be tutored ; they must learn that of 
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one blood, God made all the nations that dwell on. the 
face of the earth and that "‘all mankind must appear 
before the judgnicnt-scat of Christ,” equally tp ajiswer 
to him for the deeds done in this lift, whether good or 
cviL 

The goats are constantly spoiling the gardens at Bethels- 
dorp; no fence they can devise will keep them out, they 
are so mischievous. I inquired, why, in this country 
goats are uniformly mixed with sheep. It is because of 
their boldness, and desire to get forward: thus they 
lead on the shee^^ in travelling, and encourage them by 
their example,* to cross rivers, &c. Thermonieter, at 
noon 78. Much liglitniug. 

2d. I walked about the village with three of the bre- 
thr(?^. In the fiVsl house vve entered there were lour boys 
driving about ti mill, of ^ peculiar construction, for 
grinding wheat : a young woman was feeding the mill 
by gradually pouring wheat into a hole in the centre of 
the u[)per grinding stone; ‘and a little girl attended the 
sack which caught the meal as it fell. At one end of 
the house they were making soap of sheep's fat, and the 
ashes of a. tree lhat grows in the neighI)ourhood, which 
they say is preferable to pol-asli. At the other end uf 
the apartment, two female tailors were sewing men's 
apparel In the next house we entered, several men 
were employed, in cutting dowq the skin plj the buffalo 
to be furniture for waggons and haVhess for oxen. In a, 
third liouse I examined many large mats which they bad * 
just finished ; these are used by the purchasers instead of 
carpets, and for beds. We tiien >veut forward to the re- 
ceptacle of the dead, which is hedged round with aloes : 
tlie graves are .distinguished by stones raised upon 
Thermometer 70. Cloudy. Lightning at night. ' 

3d. In the morning vve went in a waggon to vieW a • 
salt lake in the ficinityof Bethelsdorp, w hich is several 
miles in circumference. A considerable part of the bed 
was dry, and w hite as snow, being covered with salt, but 
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80 tbinly scattered as not to be gathered without a mix- 
ture of sand. It has exactly the appearance of an exten- 
sive field of snow, and looked grand from the meridian 
sun shining almost directly down upon it; thegrass also, 
numerous bushes, and elegant plants with which it was 
surrounded, added greatly to the beauty of the scenery. 
On the margin of the lake we picked up many pieces 
of trees, completely petrified, or encrusted with stone. 
We likewise examined a curious pi.int, full of a sub- 
stance resembling milk. When likely to* lose the sight 
of an eye, Dr. Vanderkemp, with his botanical skill, was 
investigiUing this plant — breaking one of its parts, adropr 
of the milk \\A\t into his diseased eye, vi^hich caused 
excruciating pain, and made him fear the entire loss^ of 
tlic sight ; but in a short time, the pain subsided, ai^ he 
found the sight of that eye perfectly restored. The plant ^ 
is called Euphorbium. Wefoundalso a small spring about 
fifty yards from the lakc,whose water tasted as salt as the 
sea. On returning home, we* passed over a large piece 
of ground which had been formerly cleared and cultivated 
by the settlers, which, on trial, produced nothing, arising 
chiefly from a deficiency of water. 

Thermometer 70 ;* cloudy — much •vivid lightning, once 
or twice every minute. To night it had generally the 
appearance of a moon greatly extended in length. I was 
highly gratififd while beholding this grand display of the 
Creator’s power. 

4tb« Mr. H<^ad preached in the morning, after which he 
marrted five couple, who were neatly dressed, and be- 
haved with much proprietj^ They stood in a semicircle 
before the pulpit. When the congregation was dismissed, 
ea^, bridegroom led hi. bride h(^e by thc4iand. 
""^^i^ejjffernoon, two Hot^pAdimerabers of the church, 
viz. iBoozak alid'Capiaago^e exhortatio^ 

oth. The boors ih this par^oJ[^ttoHrolony are never 
satisfied uhless they have twenty or thirty Hottentots 
ruimiug about them. When they happen to have fewer, 
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they are fullpf complaints against Bethelsdorp. TTuy 
have not employment for more than four or five, except 
at the ploijohing and reaping seasons, Hottentots being 
so easily obtained, is a great injury to the boor, and to 
them. Many of the boors have four or five stout sons, who 
in consequence of the croud of Hottentots about the 
house, liave no occasion to put their hands to any work, 
whertfore they sit with their legs acred's, thegieater part 
of the day, or else indulgti in slee[). I'hoy sometimes 
bestir themselves to shoot for an hour. In this way their 
days and years |)ass on in miserable idleness. Perha[>s 
the only thing which a Hottentot will hav« to do during 
a whole day, is to brinar hii master’s whip from the ni^xt 
room; another will have to bring his mi'^tress’s fire box^^ 
placed under her* feel ; a third, to bring, tvvo or three 
times, wood from tlie fire, to light her master’s pipe. 
In this way the Hottentots have their habits of idleness 
conlii mod and increased ; the boor’s feel life a burden, 
because they have nothing to do, or to talk of, and feel- 
ing liieinselves iniserahJe, they endeavour to derive plea- 
sure from making others iniseraole also. 'I’his account of 
a boor’s life has been lelatr^l by various persons to me, 
and appeals from what I saw to be a true picture of many, 
though not of all. 

Were boors restricted to a cevtain number of IIoU 
tentot/ervants, according to the wbrH ihey had feyr them, 

It would ultimately prove a blessing to them, and to the 
poor Hottentots. At the same time, were such a regu- 
lation introduced, I believe it would occasion much un- 
easiness and complaint, and th^r places would appear 
deserted for want of Hottentots to attend them. 

Were the families of the boors compelled by nccc'^siiy/^ 
to put their hands to the plough, they would gradually 
acquire habits of i^i^lustry, and would ^iiot be satistieil 
with having a few acres of land cultivated on a farm of 
twenty miles circumference. Soon there would be no 
occasion to send to the Cape for corn to feed the few 

G 
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soldiers who arc quartered here, which is a disgrace to this 
part of Africa. However, the want of harbours in soutli 
Africa will always form a great obstacle to the expor- 
tation of corn and other articles which might be produced 
in it, and consequently will impede the progress of cul- 
tivation. 

Here I was interrupted by the arrival of a Hotten- 
tot chief, whose name is Benedictas Platje Royters, who 
said he came from a day’s jouniev on hearing that I 
had arrived from a far country, and in o; ler to thank me 
for coming. He wore a short blue .jacket, and white 
trowsers, but ^either shoes nor stockingsi. He had a white 
lace epaulette bii the right shoulder, and held in his hand 
a formidable staff about six feet long, with a large brass 
liead, on which were his Majesty’s ahns, preseij|ted to 
him by Governmant. He l^aid, that all this country, and 
also the Zuzereveld belongc»d to his grandfather, but they 
had been deprived of it by the boors and Cafl'res. He 
complairud bitterly against the boors for the cruelties they 
had perpetrated against his helpless countrymen. He 
appeared somew hat clever, flis wife was with him, with 
an infant at her breast, a fine child, about four years old, 
with two rows of beads around its neck, but without 
any other clothing. 

There are several great Hottentot captains buried inr 
the interior. When »' Hottentot passes their graves, be 
throws a stone or branch upon it; should he neglect to 
do he thinks be ball be drowned in the first river 
he attempts to cross. Cupido, our Hottentot driver 
having surmounted thi^ superstition, when passing any 
•of these graves, used quietly to get from the waggon, and 
i^atter the branches a^id stones which happened to be on 
them, and resumed his seat without a word. 

the evening, the first Monday in the month, we 
united with the Christians in England, and in many other 
parts of the w^orld, in prayer for the extension of tlie . 
kingdom of Jesus Christ among the heathen. I gave u 
discourse, through Mr. Read as interpreter, from Mafth. 
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xxiv. 14. ^nd this gospeJ of the Kingdom shall* be 
preached in all the world,” &c. At tb^ coualusion, twelve 
fix dollars were collected* from the Hottentots to aid 
missions to the heathen. Well done Hottentots ! Perhaps 
this sum was more in proportion to circumstances, than 
was collected that night upon the same occasion in Lon- 
don. The whole of it was in very small sums. 

All the inhabitants of Bethelsdorp were called out 
this morning to be numbered. 1’hey had indeed a 
motley appearance, being mostly clothed in sheep skins. 
The young people enjoyed it much, though several of 
liiose who wer<f very young, seemed greatly terfified at 
the number, noise, fmd^bustle with which they were 
S'-irrounded — they screfamed incessantly till their mothers 
remeyed them from the scene. — Thermometer n. 7i. 

()th. A pleasing circumstance occurred. Having 
heard a fevjf days ago that rny valuable correspondent, 
the late Rev. Mr. Newton, ^of London, had written an 
excellent letter to Dr. Vanderkemp, soon iiftcr his arrival 
ill Africa, I was anxious to <ee it. Mrs. Vanderkemp, 
(his widow,) kindly pronuJ^ed to search for it. During 
a fruitless search for this letter, she lound what no one 
knew, existed, viz. a life of the Doctor, written by hiirn*- 
self. I had inquired both at Cape-town and at Betiiels- 
dorp on my arrival, whether tbjc Doctor had left any 
thing of this kind behind him, •bijt they asSured me he 
had not, which they accounted for by relating 
things he had said while he was with them. 

7th. The Landdrost camo to the settlement this morn 
ing to mark the limits of tbeii* ground, but after much 
conversation it was judged preferable to measure, tjhe 
ground completely and make* a chart of it, which 
to be done in a few days. ' - 

' A Caffre, the son of one of the chiefs in Caffraria, and 
who •’has been a considerable time at the Institution, 

* About thirty-six diiHings sterling. 

G 3 
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and laught carpenter’s woik, made me a conyenient box 
for contauung any varieties I might happen to obtain 
higher up Africa. 

8th. I’bree very aged female Hottentots ckme to Mr. 
Read’s house» where 1 lodged, <lrcssed in very gaudy 
caps, which they had been accustomed to wear on par- 
ticular occasions on former days, but this was the last 
time they were to wear them ; for after taking them off, 
they presented them to me to take a curiosities to Eng- 
land, for which I promised handkerchiets for their heads. 
Their names were Meetjce, Sabina, and Dortje. They 
likewise gave me a piece of something like rozin, which 
is found on the sea shore. Befere 'their husbands went 
to hunt, they used to set this on fire, and while the fire 
ascended, they prayed to the Great Bring for theit'suc- 
cess. Sabina has had ten cliildrcn, but not one, slie said, 
died a natural death, being killed by lions, *tygcrs, or 
serpents! 

The Jvllowi/ig is a correct statement of the population 
of Betheisdorp : 

A. Number of Hottentots received at Be-? 

tliclsdorp since the commencement S 

B. Number belonging to the Institution, April 

‘ * 1st. ? 813. 

Med . . ‘ . . . 2‘23 ^ 

‘Women 338 f 

Boys 243 i 

Girls 2483 

C. Present at the Institution. 

Men ..... 94^ 

AVomen . / . . .206) (iOS 

^Children 308 j 

Of the ninety-four men, forty are inca- 
pable of public service. Of the fifty-four 
able men, ten are herds, constantly attending 
therafilo; ten are arbiters, always employed 
for the public benefit Of the settlement. 
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D. 


E. 


H. 


1 . 


J. 


Born at tiie settlement 

These only are found recorded in the books; 
but many of the parents, espe<rial]yJtho8e who 
go into the service of the boors, neglect to 
report the birth of their children. 

Of those mentioned (letter A.) have died 
. Of these about thirty died of the measles, 
(chiefly children,) in the ye^r 1807. 

Murdered by the Caflres, &c. 

Of these, eigjit were in the service of the 
boors at th^ time of their murder. 

In Military service, about . ^ 


In the above are not included the Wives 
and t hildren who are with them, which 
would probably make an equal number. 
i)i' those who are absent belonging to^ 
letter B. in service of government withoqt^ 

pay* 

Those at work in dittc/ with pay 
Dismissed the Institution for disorderly 

conduct 

Those not accounted for in the al)ove 
statement, (except a few who may be dead) 
are in the service of the boors and other 


'2a9 


142 

ICi 

70 


28 

20 

15 


inhabitants. 

Adults baptized . . • • • StT 

Children ditto . . ’ . 113 /* 

Marriages 195 

Stand excommunicated from the Church 4 

There is no regular attendance at the school of a cer- 
tain number of children, but a$*the new method of teach- 
ing is to be introduced as soon as the plan can be ol»« 
tained, it is very probable that the regular attendance will 
be from two to three hundred young people, though now 


* lijelieve when the Governor afterwards visited the interior 
of the colony, he ordered that none should serve government 
without some compensation. • 
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not above fifty regularly attend, and many ethers occa- 
sionally. 

During my residence at Cape-town after my arrival, 
and when on my journey to Bethelsdorp, I beard many 
unfavourable reports concerning that missionary settle- 
ment, especially concerning the wretchedness of their 
habitations, the idleness of the people, the want of 
civilization, the diminution of the property of those who 
joined it, and its being a seat of debauchery. On iny a r 
rival there,! must confess that, neitlrer in'" appearance of 
the place, nor of the people came up to the expectations 
I had formed w,tien in Europe. In ordcr'lhat the Society 
and the public may have documents on which to form. 
their sentiments, how far the missionaries are to be 
justified or condemned, I shall subjoin the substaifce of 
mv investigation of these matters. 


Suhsiance of comenations zeiih the rnksionaries m 
Bethelsdorp y in reference to the civil state of that 
settlement^ at rneftings held in Mr, Read*s houscy 
March 2}sL IS 13. Present Messrs, Read, 
Vliricht, Wimmer, Smith, Corner and BartleL 

, ON THE CUI.TIVAT10N OF LAND, 

» i. 

Tbej-^jtated that they had tried to cultivate different 
parts, of the lands of Bethelsdorp in vain, bcfoie they 
pametothc present p’.^ce, which they have now culti- 
vated with success. 

Question — Could you not clear part of the hill on the 
iC^t-side of Zwartkopts river? 

j Answer — ^The bushes are always green, and will not 
burn — w'p have tried it frequently, but without success. 

. QaftCould you not try to improve some other parts of 
strands, according to the methods employed in Etiropc, 
Hiich you might learn froin books on agriculture ? 

A- Mr. Wimmer, who.is very industrious in cultivating 
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the ground allotted to him, insisted that the mcans.em* 
ployed in Europe, would be of no use in Africa. I stated 
in reply, that agriculture was an extensive science — that 
different kinds nfmauure suited diffefent. grounds, which 
has been discovered by a variety of experiments ; and 
observed, that it might do good were the Society to send 
out some publications on that subject. 

I next stated the various complaints made against the 
miserable appearance of the village- 

A. The people have had many discouragenaents from 
building better houses — uncertainty of being permitted to 
remain at Betl^plsdorp — many calls up^n the Rpople to 
public service — the present houses looked much better 
when they were first built 

l|tated that it would have a comfortable appearance, 
had every house a garden bdiind it like-those of the Mo- 
ravians at Baviaii*s Kloof. 

A. IMie people are discouraged from doing so by the 
barrenne&s of the ground Where the village stands — the 
want of water — the depredations of goats, &c. 

Q, Could not the small river which runs across Bethels- 
dorp bo conducted so as to water these gardens ? 

A. The river is often dry, and likewise it cannot be ^ 
conveyed to ground^ so high as that on which the village 
stands. 

Q. Could the houses be built* farther doivn^ that river, 
where the sides are lower? * * 

A. The lower down the river, the less water there is, 
and it becomes brackish, (or impregnated with salt-pe- 
tre.) • 

Q. Could not the village be built on Zwartkopts river ? 

A. No; the water is brackish, and unfit for use, ? 

Q. Could not more trees be planted about the vil- 
lage ? 

Ah The ground is so rocky and dry, they will not 
grow. 
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Q.* Could not the boys be persuaded to dress thein- 
sekes; it is shameful to see them running about in their 
present condition 

A. Though they were to rfeccit’e a present of clothes 
to day, they would be fond of them for a few days, and 
be proud of them, but would soon lose or throw them 
away — it is not so easy as many persons suppose to pro- 
duce a change ofhabits among such people. 

Q. Could not the females be pio’-^ailed upon to dress 
better ? 

A. They have often been advised to*do so, and many 
dress better tha*. they did. " 

In consequence of it being- currently reported in the 
colony, that the settlers at Bcthelsdorp had brought with 
tliem about six thousand cattle, which had been reciuced 
to two thousand, from their idleness, I made the following 
investigation of this matter in the presence of Mr. Read 
and six Hottentots belonging tp the settlement. 

In Mr. Read’s book, it is stated, that in the year 1803, 
the number of cattle at the settlement was 218. 

In 1808, the next year of which there was any record, 
there were llSl,of which number about 300 werecalves 
of that year. 

In 1812, the number was increased to iy04. 

In ] 813, they -were increased to 2200, -ICO of these 
were calved that year., * 

, . There is a disease to which calves are subject, which 
carfiiM'off, upon an arna^e, about one hundred per 
annuib. 

From every enquiry thkt Mr. Read has made, hecan- 
ni^ find that more than fifty head of cattle have been 
^^htered in any on'; year. Six of the best informed 
Hiktentots being present at this investigation, could only 
recolle^. ten that had been slaughtered during the last 
twehf^^^nths. 

Besides the number of cattle slaughtered, arid calve.s 
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dying, roatiy have been stolen by the Caffres, and (kiany 
destroyed by wolves and other wild beasts. 

William Valentine, present, said, that when be joined 
the setllenrient he had nine oxen, a{id that now he has 
seventeen and a waggon, besides fire oxen he gave for a 
horse that died, and five he has lent out ; he has one 
horse. 

Andrew Pretorins, (a bushman,) stated, that when he 
came to Bethelsdorp he had four oxen, and has now ten and 
a waggon, and one horse, besides four stolen by the Caffres. 
lie state<l, that* from childhood until be joined the Institu- 
tion in I 80 d/ his thirty-third year, he jiad served a boor, 
for which long service j^e received one hhiferand six ewes. 
Being asked how he had four oxen when he came to the 
settlement, sihee he had received only one heifer from 
the boor; these oxen, he said, he protjured by making iron 
rings at leisure hours in the evenings. In one year at the 
Institution he earned two hundred dollars, with which he 
purchased a waggon from his former master. He has 
large fields and a plough ; and provides for a wife and 
eight children of his own, and two orphans. 

John Valentine, uncle to the above, said he had no 
oxen when he came to the settlement — he has now sis 
and a waggon, for which he gave eight oxen. He has , 
two horses, for which lie gave three oxen. 

Boosak stated, that he had two oxen viheti he came to 
Bethelsdorp — has nine oxen and a waggdn. .Hag to 
providefor a wife and seven children. . • 

Cupido had four oxen and a cart when het^meto 
Bethelsdorp — has now ten oxen and a waggon. 

Cruse VVindfogil had two oxen on joining the Institu- 
tion — has now lc» oxen and a waggon. 

William Plagy who came six years ago; ad^frbad 
nothing— has now six oxen, and provides for a wife, oiff*' 
children and his wife’s father and mother, whoaieold and 
inlir'iia. 
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Piet Manyal brought with him a waggon and seven 
oxbtilj about four years ago, has now eight oxen, and has 
sold three, and two were stolen from him by the Caifres. 

I inquired if they knew of. any belonging to the settle- 
ment, who brought more oxen than they possessed at 
the present-after much conversation atnong the six 
Hottentots, they said they recollected nOne ; but one of 
them (William Valentine.) stated, that his aged father 
who came to Bethclsdorp two years ago with nine oxen, 
has now sixteen. 

It is proper to remark here, that all the above have 
cows ; but I onjy took an account of their oxen, as be- 
ing more conuetftrd with their industry. They appear 
more desirous to obtain some sdbstantial property that 
will bring in something for the support o& their familjos, 
such as waggons and oxen, th^n thriy are to obtain dress, 

. good houses, furniture, &c. supposing that these other 
things must follow the obtaining waggons and oxen. 
Many arc living sparingly, to save money in order to pro* 
cure waggons and oxen, because little can be done to 
obtain a living in this part of .Africa witliout these. 

Those who have obtained most property, are such as 
have remained most constantly at the settlement ; while 
'those who have been niocli in the service of the boors 
have gained little. Some of those who were present 
have Hottentots in their ’ service, to whom they give 
twelve dollars ^with other advantages) in the year. 

Btiosak, stated, that with bis two Hottentot servants, be 
had during the last month, earned fifty-two dollars, and 
had ilent his waggon to a merchant of Uitenhagen, to 
go to llraaf Rcynet, for thirty dollars. Another Hot- 
tentpt,, with his two servants, by rutting and sawing 
earned in two w. eks, some time ago, one hun- 
jdred doUais — but in consequence of the great number 
constaqi^ Called away, during the last twelve montl;s 
to pu|^ service, few have been able to earn much. 
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but they tyjpe this hindrance will only continue a slTort 
time. ■ 


Inquiry respecting Sheep' ^nd fioals. 

I inquired, if at^^any former period they had inoreof 
these animals than there are at the settlement at pre* 
sent. 

l^’hey unanimously declared, that there are as many 
at Sethelsdorp now, as at any former period. Boosak 
said, that when he came to the settlement, he brought 
with him a hundred sheep and goats, but that having 
afterwards gone with them to the pl?f e of Miis. Varoy, 
most of them died of disease, prevalent at that time; 
he then sold the remainder^ lest they should die also, 
'rftere are at present belonging to the people at Betltels- 
(lur[), about fourteen hundred sheep and goats : and a 
few months ago an order was given to settlers, that no 
ewe fit for breeding should be killed. 

Disease. 

Spent part of April ^d and 5th, in the examination of 
ten men and two of their wives concerning the truth of 
the report I had heard that Bethelsdorp was a seat of 
a loathsome disei]ise. 

1 found that it was so, jn the same way that the 
Lcw:k Hospital, Penitentiaryj Magdalent ot other hospi- 
tals in London may be so considered — tr!at four men 
and seventeen women had been affected with it-— >that 
every one of these brought it with them to th.e set- 
tlement ; and .1 have the ^lames of all the families from 
whence they came, (except one Hottentot, who brought 
it with him from the trifijc (or prison) in Cape^tpwn, 
where he had been confined as a witness called ipf to a 
trial,) which for prudential reasons I forbear publish-'^ 
Ing. 

The missionaries are not sent to such countries to 
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call the ' righteous but sinners to repentance^ and were 
they only to receive Hottentots of good character to their 
settlements, they would appear ridiculous to the whole 
world. Physicians lire not intended for the healthy, but 
for the sick ; in like manner the great concern of a good 
missionary should be the instruction of the ignorant, 
and the reclaiming of the vicious. If such as circulate 
reports like the above, in order to prejudice the minds 
of governors against missionary institutions, could juove 
that missionaries receive and retain bad characters in 
their churches or Christian societies, their complaints 
\vould be,just, and deservingimmediate attention ; but I 
do not believe there is a missionary in South Africa ca- 
pable of so glaring a breach of the commandments of 
Jesus Christ. ' f 

I have briefly touched upon this delicate and dis- 
agreeable point, chiefly for the sake of the white inhabit- 
ants of the colony of the Cape of Good Hope, with whom 
the poor Hottentots are intermixed, that they may be 
informed of the true state of the case. 

Charge of Idleness at Bethelsdorp, 

That many of the inhabitants are inclined to be idle- 
I have no doubt ; many such are to be found in the 
most industrious towns in England, though undoubtedly 
there is a fai g;*'eater proportion atpong Hottentots ; but 
is this wonderful, when'we attend to their early habits > 
Their wants being few, work is neglected ; they [jave not 
the sapoe' induce^ments to ^tivc exertion' as the inhabit- 
ants of-such a country as England. If a Hottentot ob- 
tain barely enough to support nature he is satisfied, and 
can;Sleep contented in his sheep skin, under any buah* 
If ij^ght up in the service of a boor, be has so many 
iell^'Servauts, and the boor so little work to perforin, 
that very little labour falls to the lot of an individual, 
.farmer’s servant in England has more actual labour 
t^'^hccomplish than is assigned to six servants of an Afri- 
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can boor* |rhus being accustomed to a Ufe of indolence 
in youth, it is a very difficult matter indeed to acquire 
a habit of industry in riper age. Those who have been 
brought up in Hottentot kraals, have been accustomed 
still more to idleness and sloth than even those who 
have been reared the sei vice of the boors. Mr. Iwi-* 
cherer, minister of Graaf Reynet, once remarked to me, 
that a bushman would willingly go a journey of two 
days for a piece of tobacco ; but he would not dig five 
spadefuls of earth for the same reward ; and from what 
1 have since seen of that people, I believe Mr- Kicherer’s 
testimony to J)e correct. ^ 

Labour and civilisation are not to be Weed instantane- 
ously on any people, but must be effected by gradual 
progression. The Spaniards in South America had so 
intense a thirst for the golden ore, after its discovery ami 
conquest, that they had not patience to lead forward the 
feeble natives of that region by degrees to labour in their 
mines, but compelled them to work like men that liad 
long been inured to hard labour; the result was, the 
almost entire depopulation of the country. 

That many of the Hottentots of Bethelsdorp are in- 
dustrious, will appear by the statement af various facts. 
I found among them eighteen different employments, viz. 
snuths, carpenters, waggon-rnakers, basket-makers, 
blanket-makers, (viz. of sheep’s skins sfAved together 
very neatly, bought by officers id the army, Jcc.) tobacco 
pipe<makers, sawyers, turners, hewers of wood, carriers, 
soap-boilers, mat-manufacturers, stocking makers, tay- 
lors, brick-makers, thatchers, coopers, and lime-burners, 
likewise an auctioneer and a miller. That these cighteoji 
trades exist at Bethelsdorp, 1 have no' doubt ; but s|jji^uld 
a man think of a trade at , Bethelsdorp as he tmhks 
of a trade in England, he would say there are only smiths, 
carpenters, farmers, and thatchers ; but that would be as 
ridiculous, as if a person going to a friend’s, house to see 
his fijst born son o\\ the day of his birth, should expect 
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to find a roan six feet high, and go away disappointed, 
telling all the world that lie saw no son, but only a little 
creature a span long. Pcople.forget that arts among Hot* 
tentots are only in ^their infancy. Great as trades are 
ngw in England, time was, when they were as inconsider- 
abe as now at Bethelsdorp. 

I found also a fund maintained by the roeinbers of 
the institution for the support of the poor and sick, 
which at present amounts to two hundred and fifty rix 
dollars. Each rix dollar is four shillings i ?»rrency. The 
people have also olfered to build an asyluan for their re- 
ception. , ^ 

There is another fund called the copirnon fund, for de- 
fraying expeuceis incurred for promoting the general 
prosperity of the institution, which anfounts to (>no 
hundred and thirty dollars, and about thirty head ofcatlle. 
'I'he original stock of these cattle were presented to the 
'mstitution by General Dundas, when he wasflovernor of 
the Cape, and they have multiplied to the above number. 

They have also collected, during the last twelve 
months, seventy rix-dollars, to aid the fund of the Mis- 
sionary Society. They have likewise, with great labour, 
cleared and cultivated many fields. 1'hongh I cannot 
,say all 1 should wisli to be able to say, in favour of 
Bethelsdorp in a civil point of view, yet the above factis 
will be pleasing to the nunds of the unprejudiced, and 
- induce them soon to ex^iect to hear of greater things. ' 

No man who knows anv thing of the Moravians will 
conderon them for want of '^ertion to improve their 
people in civilization; yet in visiting their settlements, 
you will find Hottentots in their original, native, scanty 
skill dress, the same as at Bethelsdorp, and living in as 
mea^hpuses; and you will hear the missionaries speak- 
' ing with regret concerning the indolence of many of the 
settlers* . Truth however obliges imc to confess, that Imd 
founder of Bethelsdorp (Dr. Vanderkemp,) been 
jSore aware of^ the importange of civilization, there 
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miglit at l^ast have been more external appearance of it 
than there now is. He seems to have judged it neces- 
sary, rather to imitate the savage in appearance, than to 
induce the savage to imitate him — perhapa, considering 
his conduct countenanced by what Paul says, of his be- 
coming all things to all men, that he might gain some* 
'Phe Doctor would appear in public without hat, stock- 
ings or shoes, and probably without a coat. I leave it to 
commentators to determine how far that passage did or 
did not countenance his practice; but I never beard of 
any other missionary following his example. 

I know tha^t the Hying reports agaii^^st Bethalsdorp iti 
the colony, have bpen^shipped off to tondon by gentle- 
men of various oasts; and though some of them can say 
they hav^ seen Bcthelsdorp, which naturally gives 
currency to their reports, yet I must say that I never 
heard of one man (though I made inquiry,) who ever 
remained a sufficient time to know what Bethelsdorp 
really was. Had the ground on which the village stands 
been fertile enough to raise trees and gardens, this would 
have satisfied most; they would have wTitten in praise of 
the beauties of Bethelsdorp; but glory to Godf*^ Bethels- 
dorp has been the birth-place of many a child of God, 
many an heir of eternal life; yet this indubitable fact is 
seldom put into the opposite scale. 


CHAP. VIIL 

Departure from Bethelsdorp — Travels in Albany- -Arrival 
at GrallunCs Town^ 

Albany, (formerly called Zure-Feld,) was once the 
country of the Gonaquaas, a nation now extinct, in con- 
sequence partly of intermarriages wilh the HbttCntotson 
the one hand, and the Caflres on, the other, but chiefly by 
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the murders committed by the Caffres. The Caffres had 
long maintained possession pf Albany, from which they 
have lately been driven as intrucjlers, which it appears 
' they were, and this \s one principal cause of the present 
Cafire war. Albany is bouud^ on the east by the 
Indian ocean; on the north by Caffraria, from which it 
is divided by the Qreat Fish River; on the west by the 
Drosdy of Graaf Reynet; and on the south by the 
Drosdy of Uitenhagen, from which it is separated by the 
Sondag river. It is a country which remains to be peo- 
pled, os there are few inhabitants, except at military 
posts, wljich have been erected to cireck the incursions of 
the Gaffres, who.are a bold, plundering, and enterprizing 
nation. Notwithstanding the utmosh^'vigi lance of the 
military at these posts, the Caffres are continually muk- 
ing depredations upon the colonists, and carrying oVf 
their cattle. 

The government having kindly offered one or two 
places in that district for new missionary stations, 1 re- 
solved to inspect it with the view of selecting suitable 
situations. While I remained at Bethelsdorp, 1 obtained 
much information respecting it from Colonel Vickers, 
civil and military commandant of, the interior districts, 
to whom I had been kindly recommended by letters from 
his excellency Sir John Cradoek, the governor, and 
H. Alexander,. Esq. colonial secretary. 

Ilaving remained about three weeks at Bethelsdorp, 
.1 deteemined . to take my departure on a journey to Al- 
bany ph; the .9th of April, 1813, accompanied by my 
worthy friends Sd^fs. Read and Ulbricht, missionaries: 
the former .designing to travel with me to all the stations, 
the latter only td Albany. Most of the inhabitants of 
Beth^m^rp.came out to witness our departure, and bid 
us fereieveil. We had two waggons of our own, and four 
bekrnging to the- people of Bethelsdorp, who were do' 
aecbiupany us as friends for a few. days. Our own oxen 
aiad a third waggon were to join us at Graaf Reynet, 
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wliere we expect^ to arrive in about a fortniglil* 
Upwards of a hundred people followed us from the set- 
tleinent for some time, but as we advjinced on our jour- 
ney, they gradually left ud» and returned homu^ - 
At ten, A*]VL we crossed Zvvartkop*8 rrve^ and a lit- 
tle afterwards we halted at a salt lake, about a mile and 
a half in circumference, which supplies ail the surround- 
ing country with that necessary article, by the collecting 
and transporting of which, some of the settlers at Bethcls- 
dorp obtain part of their living. It exactly resembled a 
field of snow, aud immediately reminded me of the re- 
gions of the north during winter. Through we '•halted 
only for a few niinute.s, our people filled iwo sndks with 
salt to serve us on our j» 5 urncy. The water at this time 
w^as about eighteen inches deep, and the whole bottom 
was covered with a crust ofsalt about an inch and a half 
thick; but what we collected was found lying loose at 
tlie side, being driven thither by the. Utile waves raised by 
utewind. ‘ " 

At noon We ctx)ssed the Cougha river, and baited at 
one P. M. for the sake of water, an excellent fountain of 
which was on the jdde of a brook of brackish" W^tcr, 
which had a nauseoi^ taste ; yet this fountain has pro- 
bably remained for centuries past choaked up and almost 
invisible by rushed and weeds, because it would require 
ten or twenty minutes labohr to^'enlove these 'obstruc- 
tions* On viewing it through the rushes, a sp^de w-as 
sent for, and all present invited to assist in clearing aivay 
what concealed it, while Messrs. Read and Bartlet dijig 
out the mud, and formed it intx> a prope^;^9bape. In a 
very short time it assumed the appearance of a neat and' 
clean well, inviting to all who Viewed it. \\"e named it 
Bartlet’^ Fountain, because he was chief workman on the . 
ojTafiiort. \ 

About thirty persons, besides our own party,/^d^ 
upon the grass. After dinner, a Hottentot belonging to 
Belhelsdorp approached us, mounted upon s^}l ox. Being . 
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asfjed where he had been, he said very simply, that be 
had been to a place in Albany in search of a knife he had 
left behind him \’y^hen there, and that he had found it. 
This was a journey of sixty miles for a clasp knife, which 
in the colony is only worth eighteen-pence, irrespective 
of the hazard of not finding it among the grass. 

At five P. M. we descended Murderer’s Height, so 
called in consequence of some Caffres having murden^d 
a number of Uotlentots there, .'bout twenty years ago. 
A little after snn-set vve came to the hanks of the Son- 
dag, (or Sunday) river, which is one of Jthe largest in this 
part of Africa, jfind divides the Deputy Drosdy of Albany 
from the Dro^ly of Uitenliagen. We walked down the 
steep sides of the river to examiiie its depth, a« two 
waggons hod been overturned two days before W t!ie 
strength of the current, when attempting to cross it, and 
were with difficully saved. The stream was broad and 
rapid. One of our Hottentots examined the ford on 
horseback, pointing out thi sliallowe&t place for bur 
waggons to cross. My waggon was allowed the honour 
of croi^ing first. If mine had been carried down by the 
current, the others would not hay(^altcmpted to cross, 
till the following morning; but thwe was another and 
better reason; as the oxen in my w^aggon were the best, 
their crossing would incite the others to follow. In the 
course of jwi hour all our five waggons and the driven 
oxen .safely arrived 'on the opposite side of the river. 

the oxen in one of the waggons lay down in the 
•middle of the stream* seemingly from terror, which 
occasioned sp,^e trouble.« However, by adding ten oxen 
to the twelve that were already yoked to the wsiggon, the 
passage was eiibctecl. We halted for the night about 
three miles higher up the river. 

J^th. We were all on foot at sun-rise, and, after 
and breakfast, were ready to proceed on onr 
; but the oxen having strayed^ not one could be 
^found. This was occasioned by the country being 
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oovL're<i witfi triFI bti^bes^ much higher than the cattle, 
consequently they cannot be seen at a distance. How- 
ever in about three hours, twelve of o^r people returned 
driving the cattle bedbre them, which was ah agreeable 
fc>ight About two o’clock we halted under trees at thd 
hill Adtlo, where an act of generalship had been per- 
formed by a party of OvflVes, against a commando of 
boors, who, with their Hottentot servants came to oppose 
them, i’he advance of the Dutch army was along the 
low country. The CafFres cut down many trees ami 
hushes, with which they blocked up the road, placing 
3 detachment hdiirid. On the boors coining up, they" 
attempted to remove this* obstruction, labile thus em- 
ployed, the Cadres dispatched part of their compaiiy 
by .'Uirjther way, who coming behind the boors, surround- 
ed They (allied for quarter, and obtained it, when 

they came to an agreement, that the boors should return 
home, and not further m<jlest thern; itpon ^Vhich the 
OaflVes restored to them their arms, and bid them depart: 
but the perfidious boors having secretly sent off d persoit * 
to hasten the march of those behind, they cattoe up, 
when nil tht3 boors fell upon the unsuspecting Caffres, 
an<l are said to have destroyed them all'. 

Departed from Addo hill about five P. M. and at eight 
o’clock halted near a clunip of trees in an open country. 
The trees were low evergreens, %o,thick tha\ they were 
impenetrable, except at about three places, two of which 
appeared to be made by the^Wild beasts; the other 
a kind of house, cutout probably by the This 
greetj-house afforded very comfortable during the 

night from, the wind, which blew cold; lit the middle 
6f this green-house, a large {(re was speedily kindled,^ 
which our company surrounded, when Mr. Ulbriolit, by 
the assistance of fire and candle, read a chapter of !^rip‘- 
ture, and addressed uS from it; after which we 
in prayer and praise, as WaSI our custom during the jbur- 
Rcy. A, paintlfig of the vatious^ countenances of thef* 

H2 ^ 
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company, and the curious postures in which<they sat, as 
discovered by the firc>light, would have been highly gra> 
tifyingto friends iii England. Worship being over, the 
company dispersed to iive separate fires, and we repaired 
to our tents to sup. Mats were then spread under the 
thickat, where most of our people bad a good night’s 
Tiest. 

11th. After sun>rise, Mr. Read led the worship, when 
we departed with the view of reaching a boor’s place, 
where there was a military station, that they might have 
an opportunity (being the Lord’s day,) to hear the gospel 
of Jesifs ChrisL The country through which we travel* 
led, though completelj^in a state ef nature, was beauti- 
ful in the extreme, mucb^resemb)ing a nobleman’s park 
m England. The ground was covered with the 'finest 
grass, interspersed with single trees and- clumps of trees 
in all directions, which appeared a charming spot for a 
niissionary settlement. 

About elwen, A M, arrived' at the military station. — 
* The officer vritb his soldiers, and the boor with his fa- 
mily,. aijiehded our meeting for worship, and thankfully 
teceiTOd the tracts we had for distribution. There being 
another niilitary station about three boursjourney distant,, 
where many of the Bethelsdorp Hottentots, belonging to 


the Cape^regimeut weqs. We employed one of our wag- 
gons, and vlent to vi^iMhem, Our road was a kind of 
foot over hills, and was attended 'with some diffi- 
ti^the waggon^ ' At'^five P. M. we came in sight of 
a va^y betweeif the mountains, ,of about four 

miles ..ex tent.C^'he sidee of the mountains were hovered 
with Caffre gardena^ among tba trees, .from Whence they 
had lately, been dfiien by Ihc roilitaty. The skeletons of 
many or.their .houses remained, and some tobacco was 


stUt^r oWiiigi but .all their corn fields were destroyed.— 
^er^ "(Covered with trees to the top, and' were 
^vtdra.' l^y the course of a river. Formerly the whole 
•was covered ^with CafiTre villages, but now there is not 
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a living sou], but stillness every where^reigns. On reach- 

ing the bottom of the vajiey, we turhed round the hill 
which formed the opposite side, on ij^tr right, which in- 
troduced us into a small circular plain, yielding abund- 
ant grass of the richest kind. The sceneiy around was 
romantic and grand in the highest degree. The road from 
this plain to the fort lay through a narrow pass between 
impending mountains, clothed with the trees of former 
ages. It was nearly dark, and we bad reason to suspect 
that the Caffres lay concealed in the woods. Owing to 
the windings of the river, we were obliged to -cross it se- 
veral times, and the steep ascents and descenis afforded 
additional trouVle. ^At length we arrived at the desired 
fprt, where I found both the ^officers who commanded 
were my countrymen; Messrs. Bogle, and Mackinnes, 
from Glasgow and Galloway, who received us very kind- 
ly. Their situation is so retired and remote from the ha- 
bitations -of other men, that they seem to live almost out 
of the. world. The Hottetitots who accompanied us were 
veceiveil joyfully by their brethren, the soldiers in the 
fort, who were about fifty ; indeed the whole gainrison 
consisted of Hottentots, except the two olficers and two 
of the Serjeants. After a cup of coffee, Mr. Read, with 
the approbation of the cp^mmanding officer, preached to 
the people -of the garrison, our company, and the Hot- 
tentots who had t^en refuge uigder the prqlcotion of the 
fort, in Aumbet' about. a hundred. * After muebepniversa- 
tioD we retired to rest. ' , . 

,l2th. During the night there was much liain* At se- 
ven, A. M. Mr. Ulbricht prei^ehed people, who 

were, as on thei former occasion, veiy attentive. Mr. Bogle 
had resided here eighteen months, during which time he 
had received but three visitors* all officers. It is won- 
derful that men are found willing to make so great a Sa- 
crifice, for such an olyset. Their country can 
rc^ay-tbem. The garrison is surrounded by a^jfj^^ 'and 
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palisadoes sufficient to prevent surprise from tlie CalTre^ 
in the night. I 

We resolved to^ depart in search of a place which 
Colonel Vickers recommended as proper fora missionary 
station, but found it difficult to ascertain where it was, 
as hardly any place in that paradise of a country has re* 
ceiveda name. No doubt the Gonaquas, and after them 
the CaflVos, gave names to many of the hills, rivers, and 
brooks, btit most of these are unknown. 

Had there not been war, we certainly .should have vi- 
sited Geika, tlieCaffre king, whose residence is scarcely 
five days journey from Mr. Bogle's post. 

At eleven we departed, attendcti by the guide we had 
bron.cht from the fort at Sand-flat, where tlie rest of our 
wtifigons remairiedj and six Hbitcntols from Mr. Bogle, 
to wlioni he had given passes. One of them was a scr- 
jeant who, having symptoms of a decline, was anxious 
to embnice the opportunity of going with us to the 
Drosdy to consult the medical gentlemen there. Mr. 
Bogle, with great humanity, takes t are of a CaflVe girl 
about five years of age, whose mother w'as accidentally 
killed irr a skirmish, and whose father fled with his 
countrymen into Caffraria. - She liaS a pleasant apfiear- 
aiice, amt seems at home in the garrison. Her seeing her 
lather again depends on peace being restored .between the 
colony aud the CaflPres, »'hich in all probability Will not 
be soon, ,^'lte water al: the. post is good, yet has the ap? 
pearancie of being raixed'wiith milk. 

At noon, the .rain began ^to foil very fast, while travel- 
ling along the. ^tfttvberg, (er Sour-hiil,) which rendered 
the descent so slippeiy, that it was difficult to manage the 
waggon, the oxen being unable to keep rt baek. The ap* 
pearance of the country was beautiful, and abounded 
with hijjs,> trees, and verdant grass. We again passed 
ma^^rCaffre gardens, which had lately been destroyed 
soldiery, lest tb«y should be a temptation tp the 
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Caffres to return. On exatniuing thetiround which we 
supposed was that which had been^ licommended fbr a 
missionary station, there did not app|^ar to be a sufficient 
quantity of water, and the pools wc saw, are probably 
without water altogether in the dry scasphS. There is 
indeed plenty of stone for building, on various parts of 
the ground, the grass is good, and timber for ’building 
abounds in every direction.. 

We arrived about four P. M. at our waggons at Sand- 
flat. Thei;e had been an uncommon fall of snow during 
our absence. Though we had travelled over a part of 
the country where elephants and other wild beastsabound, 
and where Call'res often lurk, we neither saw nor heard 
any of them. * 

When all our waggons were packed, and nearly rea^y 
to depart, it was judged better to postpone our journey 
until the morning, rather than begin it only an hotfr be- 
fore sun-set, as the road was somewhat intricate. We 
visited Lieutenant Flechwood, the officer at the military 
post, whom we found sitting in his hut, attentively pe- 
rusing the newspapers I had left with him. He is the 
only officer at the post, which renders his situation 
tremely solitary, having nohe to. associate with except 
the common soldiers, and a , boor and family who knew 
nothing. He is a native, of- Hesse, in Germany, where 
having' aided in an insurjrgctip^ against t^e Trench, in 
which most of the insurgent were slain, he eseaped, with 
two others, to England, and obtained from, the Duke of 
York, a commission in the 00th regiment. Hia library 
consisted only of a Dictionary and .Aitniitu.aok, which ren- 
dered hiatituation the more irksome; ffiade, however, 
no complaints. , . . ' 

The ants are remarkably Iroublek^me there. Lieut. 
Flechwood told us, tliat his sugar and butter. were cpu- . 
stantly infested by then). Mr. Read recommem%i^|jl|^;^ 
them in the middle of a bason of water as tlKrj^f^^^ pre- 



104 , JOURNEY tN ALBANY. [1813. 

▼entivc, for ev<Mi ^hougli suspended from the roof by a 
small cord, they v^Luld find their way by that cord. 

13th Left Sand-Vlat at seven in the morning, and soon 
came in sight of some Springbucks, which afforded great 
entertainment, from their springing at least six feet every 
leap m height, and several yards in length. However 
near a person may be to them, no motion of their legs 
can be perceived ; the instant they touch the ground alter 
one spring, they rise again into the air, which makes 
their motion lescuiblf flying. At nine, A. M. we pass- 
ed a military post, comuMiided by Lienttnant Kassoii . 
near it I obscived an ant-hill, the largest 1 had seen, ap- 
paiently about five feet in height, and twelve in circnm- 
ferenre; we then crossed Busbmfln’s 'river, and halted fop 
woiahip and breakfast on the other side. . 

Departed at thrr e P. M. travelling over a level country, 
without tiee or bush, till eight in the evening, when we 
baited at Assagai Bush, near to which stands a fort and a 
boor’s hotuse. The boor told us they bad been hunting 
two Itbns the greater pait of the day, without success, 
owing'to the number of bushes, and that they had seen 
nuny elephants on the plain; none of us, howt!^er, were 
amicious to sie them, being of the same mind w^th au 
oQirer, whq said he never wished to see wild beasts, exi 
cept when ho bad to pay for the sight; then he believed 
be was safe. 'I’he night was wet and uncomfortable. — 
Theimofu^er*"at noon,<6o. 

Idth. Departed at eight A. and travelled over an 
extended plain till two F. M. During this movement we 
saw four drovei of quaebas, which seem to be a species 
of the aebra, shftped like an * ass, but the size of a mule — 
two droves of elland) (or elk[ about the size of an ox« 
with long straight herns,' which lie much upon the 
shoulders when running. We killed a young one, which 
was^mediately skinned and cutup, and part of it eaten 
fording. We were also gratified by another sight of 
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springbucks, when tlie height they i^rang ^IIP%1most 
incredible;' the ground on wbicli th^/lighted as 

}f it had been elastic. r f 

During the day, one of our Hottentots saw five ele- 
phants on the other aide of a small hilU 'near the place 
where we halted. In the evening, not being able to get 
forward in consequence of the rain, 1 invited three well 
informed Hottentots into my tent, who bad resided in 
Caffreland, in order to obtain as much additional infor- 
mation as I could, respecting that people. Having about 
sixty questions written, I proposed these in their brder. 
When we had got about half through the list, the Hot- 
tentots feeling themselves greatly fatigued by the effort 
of mind which the’ansVers required, begged that what 
ren^ained might be putofl’to another time, upon which 
our company broke up. The rain coming fast through 
the tent, induced us to try a. fire in the inside to ke^|^ it 
dry: but the smoke soon obliged us to remove it. 

15th. The people wero dispatched at an early hour to 
collect and bring in our cattle, in order to proceed on our 
journey. While at breakfast, we observed B^o^ak on 
horseback, galloping down a bill 'Opposite, pre- 

dicted he was a messenger ’of bad tidings, the 
Caffres had carried off our cattle. . On arriving, he ran 
to his gun, saying, the Caffres had carried off the oxen I 
In. a few minutes^ six qf, qur pi^ople were ^dispatched in 
search of them, and a -mei^nget' on horseback- sent, to 
Lieutenant Gare, who commanded the nearest mifiixry 
post, . with the informatiqn,''Vie'que8ting his assssisnee to 
recover them'- W.e retained two or thr^r armed men for 
our own protection. This was a nCw idtoation in which 
we -were placed, having waggons, bnt not a single animal 
to draw them, and the beavenh pouring down rain in toiv 
rents. At nine A. M. we heard distinctly' tlie reportXdf 
three guns, which our people conjectured 
that the oxen were recovered;’ At ten A. ■ 

called to me that the cattle were in sight, VohV' after 
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wbich ariiv^d. It did not appear that the cattle 
had been carrieil ok by the CatFres, but rather that a lion 
or wolf had diiven fljieni into a wood, which they olteii 
do to keep them for futuie occasions of necessity. This 
occunence convinced us that the cattle ought to be kept 
nearer the waggons in the night, and that one person at 
least should be appoinied to watch them. A sec ond nics^ 
senger was immediately dispatched to Lieutenant Gaio, 
to inform him of the recovery of the cattle, to prevent 
trouble to him oi his soldieis. Tbcimoinejier, at noon, 
58, and much rain. Some of oiir people were of opinion 
that the cattle weic taken away by theCaffres, and that 
they had diiverithem into the wood to'conce.'il them 
during the day, and had fled in‘ cohsequence of seeing 
the Hottentots appioach with their muskets* At live, 
P. M. a corporal and eight Hottentot soldiers arrive rl after 
a fruitless search for our cattle. Though it had rained 
bard the whole time they had been travelling, they made 
DO compljint, nor indeed did Uiey speak a woid about 
tlicir jouiney, but shook hands wrth their friends who 
were with us, and conveised w^ith them, while we made 
a little for their refreshment. The corporal and se« 
veial otneis belonged to Bethelsdorp. When the oxen 
Averc found, they were very warm, and so tired that they 
could hardly be dnven back. In consequence ot the ram 
continuing to fall the whole day, we could not move for- 
ward, (orjhc oxen camuot endure travelling in it, as it 
injures then necks so mii.ch by rubbing against the yoke. 
I spent most of the afUiuOon aud evening in obtaining 
information respecting the Cafl're nation fiom our Ilot'^ 
tentots. Our te^t was pitched at the side of the rums of 
4 boor^s bouse, whose name was Orobler, who with 
another farmer was niuiderud there by the CafTres. One 
of our Hottentots was present when the murder was com- 
Thernkm^tei 58% i 

)i0tb» The weather was so improved that vve were able 
remw from Grobler's plwcp at eight, A. M, Shoitly 
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after our ^departufre, our people, in^udiag ^le , soldiers, 
to the number of nbofAt^ twenty, a flock of 

jiartbucks, bilt'thougn shots were (red in all directions, 
and one or two were' wounded, not olieTefl. We fre- 
quently passed the holes of wolves, jac^hf*> '&o. The 
inouihs of some of were, so concealed >by the grass, 
that caution was'ncCosary toescape falUng into them.-— 
The sight of them often reminded me of the saying of 
Jesus, that the fortes. have holes, and the birds of tlie air 
have nests, but the Son of man bath not where to lay 
his head. 

At ten, A. M. we crossed the Kareka river, which is 
the deepest We bad passed. The roadVas strewed with 
the dung of elephants.* At noon we came in sight of the 
Indian Ocean, which made a pleasant .finish tothecha(m* 
ing prospect before us. The scene- was beautifully di- 
versified by the various forms of the low green hills, 
studded with tufts of trees, somewhat resembliug a park 
in England. • - ... 

At one, P. M. we came to Lombard’s Fort, command- 
ed by Lieutenants Gare (from FortroSe) and-Laycoefc, 
whose lady was the first I. bad seen in th^^ticfi^><of Al- 
bany. I felt for her as a poor solitary. We thdnked them 
most sincerely for their kindness indispatching so readily 
a party after our cattle, when supposed to be cai^ried oflf 
by the Caffres, and for their pbiigkig OfFer^to assist; us' in • 
any other way ip their power. The grouud tt^ffe si^med 
extremely fertile, which the state of the garden 
autly proved, in which every thing was grovndg luxu- 
riantly.. I had not seen any trees in so loaded 

with orangjes, as a row which separated.^ garden from ’ 
a wood behind, from which .Mr. Gate gave us a liberal 
supply. After dining with him, we set off at the going 
down of the sun, aud readied Lieutenant Sutherland’s 
post, who rece jved i^in the most frilly Tnan»i^.,)^d 
fhrnished us with a i^piy of candles, of i^ere 

^titnte, afid ex-pw.ted to r^ain so till 
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should have leisuK to make some from the fat of the 
animals we killed.l The Hottentot soldiers who could 
be spared from dlfty, were permitted to attend ouf 
woiship at tire waggons. 

17tb. At eight, A. M. we breakfasted in the fort, and 
at ten departed. Seven of the people accompanied us 
part of the way on oxen, through a country uncommonly 
beautiful ; the hlUs were green to the top like those in 
Sussex, and the grass high and ^cod. At noon we came 
to Reed River Foit, commanded by Captain Linch, who 
likewise shewed us every attention. We dined with 
him. and before parting be presented me with a large 
tooth of the llippopotamns. The skin of' this animal is 
about an inch and A half thick! A bullet, which bad 
boon shot at that which { saw, had not penetrated above 
half through the skin. 

This fort is the last towards the ocean; of course, 
when we left it, at three, P.M. we liad no more visible 
path. We travelled among Icrag grass on the sides of 
the hills, accompanied by two Hottentot soldiers as 
guides, to the mouth of the Cowie or Ruffalo River, 
which i^tbe ^nly place in that quarter where it can be 
crossed, and there we arrived about sun-set The light- 
ning, which is almost every night in CaiTreland, near 
which we then were, was uncommonly vivid; about 
twenty flashe? every mii(ute, attended with tpucb thun- 
der over oor heads. The sea raging and foaming only a 
few^Ondred yards distant, added much to the grandeur 
of tbd eOene. The tent m jrhich I was writing stood 
among trees. The night tyasdark and dismal; but the 
lightning now and then made it resemble mid-day. 
When going to bed<^D the -waggon, I readily found eveiy 
thing I wanted, by means of the lightning. 

18tb. After a good night’s rest, I was pleased to find 
every^^ing tranquil in the morni^ After worship and 
brfBj^f^'we walked along thdibeach, admiring Ik'S 
^eatt^a foaming billows, as one of the works of God, 
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and none of the least wonderful. Ml'fien Mr. Smith had 
preached to our company, our guides considered the tide 
nearly at its lowest ebb, wherefore we prepared to cross 
the river, by putting such things as were likely to be 
most injured by salt water, as high in the waggon as 
possible. About eleven, A. M. we entered the river, a 
few hundred yards from its mouth « i^ad a formidable 
aspect, being at least a quarter of a n^e broad. A sol- 
dier on horseback led the way, to shew us the best pas- 
sage. Two or three times bis horse’s head only appeared 
above water: it was the same with our oxen, their backs 
being in the water, and at one place they were obliged to 
have recourse to skimping. When 'the last waggon was 
within about a hundred yafds of the other side, one of 
the leading oxen sunk in a swamp nearly to tlie neck, 
and with considerable diificulty was extricated from it. 
Immediately on aepving at the beach, we were Obliged 
to ascend a narrow and nearly perpendicular path Across 
a wood, which W|^ also* troublesome in consequence of 
some of the trees projecting over the path, which obliged 
us to cut down large branches, to give room for our wag- 
gons to pass. Limbsof trees, broken off by the shoulders 
of elephants when passing, formed also obstructions. 
I examined one of the foot-marks of this huge animal, 
which appeared about fifteen inches hcross. Had any of 
them, when coming down thnt long andmarrow pass to 
drink in the river, met ua, I know not what^nigbt have 
been the consequence, as there was no room for our 
waggons to turn, and elephants; it seems, will not give 
way; as for our bullets, being only letfd, they would not 
have felt them. Many Of their footsteps were but newly 
made, which our Hottentots knew, from the grass which 
they had pressed dowfi not &eing then risen up. How- 
ever, by a kind providence, we got stfely through the 
^wood, which extend^ upwards of a mile aci^o^ afid bid 
farewel to the eastern coast of Africa, and t^Jlr^fian 
Ocean, to travel a<:ross the codtinent till we shd&tfi ireacli 
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the wjestei’n shoie^ and the Etbiopic Ocean/ which 1 
hoped to find practicable. 

On the beach near the mouth of Buffalo^River, some 
soldiers belonging to ore of the forts had been fishing, 
and having thrown the entrails of the fishes they caught 
into the sea, a number of sharks was tliereby collerted. 
As one of the skier’s children was walking near the 
water, a shark mme a spring at him, and nearly snzed 
him io hiS month. A red frock whi'b the child woie 
was thought to have engaged the attentiu.. of this i ave« 
sous animal. 

Our travelling wns now in trackless desejts, foi there 
were no paths, except such as had been formed by wild 
beasts going to dunk. One of our Hottentots biought 
me, 'from a pool which we were passing, one of the fimSt 
water flowers I had ever seen. It was nearly the si/e 
and sliape of an ordinary sun-flowtr, but its colours 
resemhled those of the passion-flowei, and the scent was 
very grateful, somewhat resembling tjiif sweet pci. It 
glows in the water, neai the side. The outer leaves aie 
of a very light blue; the first low of petals are dark 
brown, having each a light blue ball at its top ; the next 
rows, which are moie thinly scattered, aie light yellow. 
With darker blue tops; the centre, which is about the 
size of a six-pence, it still daiker yellow. Being no 
botanist, 1 knefv not itspcmie, or whether it has a name; 
but it deserves to be called tbe^Star flow'er. Mr. Ulbncht 
brought me a wild fruit, ^ eaily of tbs shape of a ben’s 
egg^ upper part was red like a cherry; it was taper- 
uig towards the bottom, and yellow was post curiously 
intermingled with the red; and about half an inch from 
the stalk It was daik green, so thaf^at first sight I thought 
It was a cup to the fruit. Its external appearance was 
elegant, but the taste was nauseous. After tiavelhng 
about an hour we hatted at a pool of water, which was 
at aboitlt three hours distance from Cafiraria. Though 
wo had about tlur^ Hottentots in our company, not one 
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had ever before l)een in that part of Africa. In liie after- 
noon two of our people fell in with a laige elephant, but 
they w'ere afinid to molest him by attempting to shoot 
him, as it was in a plain, and there was no place of 
refuge near. Tl>e lightning commenced at son-sst, and 
the thunder about half alter six. Thermonfeter, at 
noon, 71- ^ 

I9fh. Before sun-rise I heard a volley of muskets 
fired off, but knew not on what occasion, till the^ood 
news was brought ns that a buffalo was killed, which 
I percc-ived aflordetl great pleasure to our Hottentots, 
who, from then habits, wish to live almost entirely upon 
animal food. On geitiig out of the waggon I walked to 
the spot, where 1 found them busy in Winning the ani- 
mal, which was very large — f suppose half as large 
again as one of our oxen, witli most formidable horns, 
which I brought with me to England. In about an hour 
they had cut up tlie buffalo, and put the pieces into 
three waggons, after which we proceeded on our journey. 
'I’hc morning felt cold. At nine, A. M. the tbernj|fbeter 
stood at 03. On our way we saw six ostrichM Honing 
very swiftly along, but our dog Succo following them, 
they were obliged to have recourse to their wings to 
assist in making their escape, which made it half run- 
mug, half flying. Many quachfis were seen at a distance, 
and one drove passed veiy nea? u^. They, like most of 
the wild beasts we saw, ran in a continued line, one fol- 
lowing another. At ten, A.M. we came to a wood, 
when a Hottentot was sent forward to examine an open- 
ing, to see if the waggons etmid pass. A road made by 
the elephants was found to be a good one. We observed 
two trees, and a large brandl) of a third, lately broken • 
down by them, which, our people said, they do when 
out of humour. On the summit of a hill before us we 
observed some men descending Wwards us. Wq. found 
they were a party of soldiers kindly sent hy Captain 
Linch in qwest of ¥»> fo lewn if we werq safe, and had 
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found our "way. I^belreve we ought to have solicited an 
escort while travelling within sight of Caffreland, and 
beyond all military posts. This had not occurred to me 
as at all necessary ; and though it did occur to Mr. Read, 
his modesty prevented his mentioning it to Captain 
Linch b^ore we left his fort. The soldiers had shot a 
hail, but had left it behind. We sent a pack o\ to bring 
it to our baiting plhce, which arrived soon after we bad 
reached it. It was about the size of a mule, and from 
its shape appeared to be made for swiftness. While at 
breakfast one of our parties brought an elk, cut up, and 
banging upon the^backs of four oxen. We had now a 
store of flesh sufficient to serve us for a fortnight. The 
mountains of CaflVaria were very visible, a little to the 
eastward. The grass '^around us was tall, thick, and 
bweet; but we saw no otbei inhabitants than the wild 
beasts, and no other patlis than those which they made in 
travelling to pools of water. Tlrermonieter, at noon, 74. 

Our people, divided into parties, were variously em- 
ployadi Some were busy in cutting the flesh of the 
animalV^iUed, into thin slices; others in banging what 
had beet} cut upon the thora trees, which exhibited a 
peculiar appearance. The meat thus exposed is intend- 
ed to be dried in the sun. Others were cutting it into 
long thick pieces, to make what they term biU^tongue ; 
others were sitting the tyll-tobgue, which eats remark- 
ably well when dried, if’ithout any other preparation. 

TlMt>'Hottentot manner, of drinking water from a pool 
or streafu Is very curious ; they throw it up with tlieir 
right hand into tbeir moutl\. seldom bringing the hand 
nearer than the distance of a foot from the mouth, and 
.so quickly, that however thirsty, they arc soon satisfied. 
1 tried frequently to imitate this practice, but without 
success. 

The country In whiol> we were now travelling lies be- 
tween the BufTaio and Great Fish Rivers. When the 
Gaflres Under Congo and Slamba dwd|t in Albauy, they 
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always allo^wed this district to remain without inhabit^ 
aut, in order to serve as a. defence between them and 
Geika, the chief of the otbef Calfres, ‘ • I ' 

Departed about two,;P. M. Part of the soldiers^ and 
six of our own Hottentots, kept about a quarter 

of a mile ahead of ust, the other soldiers kept ctt some 
distance on our right, between us and Caffraria; and a > 
few of our own people remained with the waggons. It 
was amusing to see the men riding upon the oxen with 
their guns, for tliey had a very odd appearaoce. ■ 'fwo 
ostriches crossed immediately before the waggons^ run^ 
y\ing swiftly, though awkwardly, fron^ the great d^spro* 
portion betweeh the length of their legs and the si^e of 
their bodies. They are gregarious, for you seldom meet 
witiwsingle ones. ^ • 

At four, P. M. we entered an extensive plain, to which 
we saw no bounds before us, or to the right. The soldiers 
left us soon after our reaching tbis^ plains to return to 
their post. They were commanded by a clever young 
Hottentot, Piet Bruntges, sou to William Bruntges of 
Bavian’s Kloof, who conducted , Dr. Vanderjc^inp to 
Caftraria, and who is supposed to , be the oldest : man in 
South Africa. Piet belongs :tO :Bethelsdorp. ' He and 
Boosak have, been the priheipaf conductors of all the 
Commandoes against the , Caftres. 

The plain was in many parts ip|rshy, owing to the late 
rains, which, with the want of wdod for our fifes,: pre- 
vented our balting.at sun-set. :!^hen the sun 
down, we Iboked wishfully in every direction, biitcauld 
discover neither tree nor. hushi weh^forward in the 

dark, till about nine o’clock, when wo cktne both' to trees 
and water the .side' of a hilh^^ which induced ^us to 
halt for the night, which was very, cold. 

20th. On examining the ground here, it appeared , 
tolerably well adapted, for a $ettlemei]yE^; ;-and, 
have water all the year, though not in 
other sppu which we. have seen, especially tfiilf ^W 

• I • \ ‘ 
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Captain LiriLli’s post, appear preferable. Evfr since we 
left Co|)e-toWD, we had been geneially travelling iilmo'^t 
due east, but now we alteied our course towards N. W. 
by W. 

About suu>rise we departed, travelling among low 
^rcen hills, and now and then crossiug brooks which 
separate the hills. We met Captain Fraser, Deputy 
Landdiost, on his way to the Great Fish River, which 
divides CafTrcIand from Albnuj . to examine its banks, 
to judge if it weie practicable to render it an obstacle to 
the Caflfies’ cairysng ofl the cattle which they steal from 
the boors in the, colony. The captain a'^suiing us that 
he would return to GrahamVttiwu on Thursday, we re- 
solved to wait until that time to meet wil^ him. At 
eleven, A. M. we came to a charming place, called •il/ue 
Jtock, surrounded with rising grounds, covered, oi rathci 
beautiiully interspersed, with the camel thorn tree Theie 
a militaiy post was lately erected, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Leydenbam from Edinburgh. IIis house not 
being finished, be lived in a comtortable tent, where we 
partook of an eaily dinner, and he Kindly wished our 
stay to be protracted ps long ns possible. The place 
appealed well suited fur a station, though the water is 
nut veiy abundant. Mr. Leydenbam very politely ac- 
companied us half a mile fiom his post, when we took 
leave for Graham’s-tow^. About three miles ionvard we 
looked dbwn from th^ edge of «n extensive plain upon a 
valley ftiat appeared to have been excavated from the 
plain and the hills to the eastwaid, and likely always 
to have plenty of grass aad water. Darkness came upon 
us before we could reach Grabam’s-towii ; however, we 
weresatisfied that we were not far distant, fiftt by beaiing 
the sound ofa liumpet, then by observing lights, and soon 
after by the arrival of a Hottentot on horseback to be 
our guide mto the town ; he was sent by the Rev. Mr. 
Vhadinjtagen, chaplain to the Cape regiment of Hotten- 
_ tots, who was formerly one of our missionaries. With- 
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out the assistance of this guide we certainly should have 
found difficulty in getting forward in ,thc dark, the road 
being rather intricate. At eight, P, we reached Mr. 
Vanderlingen’s, and were hospitably received. 

2 1 St. GrahamVtown is named after Colonel (Srabam, 
who commanded the troops sept against the Catfres, 
when they were driven beyond the Great Fish River. 
I'he situation is pleasant and healthy, and enjoys suffi. 
cient water all the year. The houses are built of mud 
and reeds. It is the residence of the deputy Landdrost, 
and the head-quarters of the military stationed in Albany. 
Some of the officers have already good .gardens, though 
the town has not exi.8te<| a )’ear. 

Mr. Vanderlingen, who was sent out as a missionary 
fion> the Rotterdam Society, has acted several years ha 
rliaplaiii to tiic Cape regiment, to Which, I believe. Cod 
has made him a blessing. 

In the morning we received visits from various officers, 
and m the afternoon visited some of them in their own 
houses, which, though small, and built of mud, aie 
pretty comfortable. 

22d. In the forenoon I rode with Mqjor Prentice, in 
his waggon, to a boor’s, a fieW'miles distant, who was 
lately plundered of sheep the Caffires. A son of his, 
a stout young man, lately left him from dread of being 
murdered by them. The fatniV are obliged to be in 
coQstant readiness to repel any attack that maybe made 
upon them, which' undoubtedly is a most irksome situa- 
tion to be placed in; yet people by habit may become so 
accustomed to perils as to regard them but little, which 
I myself afiterwards exparienced ; but I should greatly 
prefer that peace of mind in the midst bf dangers, which 
proceeds from conhdunee in the divine protection, to 
that freedom from anxiety which is merely the effect of 
habit, " - 

At five, P. M. we dined at the officers’ 
we were glad to find Captain Fraser was returned, being. 

12 • 
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anxious to consult him respecting the best place iu bis 
district for a inissiouary settlement. He was very wil- 
ling to give all the information in' his power, and no one 
is better qualified. 

23d. Breakfasted with Captain Fraser, who afforded 
all the information we wanted, and likewise gave an 
order to the commanders of military posts within his dis- 
trict to furnish us with escorts from post to post, and to 
the farmers, should we have occasion, to-fuinish us with 

oxen, &c. 

1 


CHAP. IX. 


Departure from Grahanlutown—Viiit to various Military/ 
Posts— Inttrvieu) nith a, Cqffire Famiit/ — Arrival at 
Graaf Reynet. ‘ 

After taking an early dinner with Mr. (Adjutant) 
Hart, we expected immediately to leave Grahain’s-town, 
but two of our oxen having strayed, we were detained 
till four o’clock, when we were again in motion. About 
thirty of the inhabitants followed us a mile from the 
town, and bade us adiey. A poor serjeant of the 21 st 
dragoons^ whose minfl ^as greatly liarassed, walked by 
the side of my waggon, relating his doleful tale. I had 
no doubt that he stood in'' need of medical aid, as well as 
of any counsel I could give. His nerves were much 
affected, and bis strength t>f body greatly reduced. The 
officers spoke very favourably of his character and con- 
duct as a soldier. * . ' 

About two miles further, we came to two paths, one 
leading to Graaf, Reynet, and the other to Bethelsdorp. 
Herqi Mr< Ulbricbt, Boozak, and a few otheis who ac- 
companied us for a fortnight, left us to return to Bethels- 
dorp. My eyes foUonted them till the intervention of a 
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hill deprived me of the sight of those, whom I expebted 
to see no more in this world. A little after sun-set we 
halted at Caplaiii M'Niel’s post for the night, from whom 
1 met with a friendly reception. 

W itb the assistance of some of his Hottentots he has 
biult a comibrtabie house. Their hands were the only 
tion els used upon the occasion. Without the personal 
assistance of the olBcers, little can be done, which neces- 
sity uill be of service both to olTicers and Hottentots. 
Mr. Vandcrlingen, who, with Mrs. V. accompanied us to 
Oraaf licyuet, preached to the garrison. 

^4th. We departed a little after sun-rising with an 
escoit for protection,' and at nine A.M. halted at a small 
broo|i[ on the side of a wood. On our way, we observed 
a place soetningly well snited for a missionary station. 
A little before sun-set we came to a boor’s place, among 
trees, where there was a small military post, to which 
Mr. V. had gone on before. us, in order to preach to the 
soldiers. The boor had abundance of cattle and sheep. 
During the short time we spent with the family, I 
observed the female Hottentot servants laughing very 
impudently at the dress of some of our party, but I 
could not perceive which of us they had in view. The 
place was solitary, but otherwise pleasant, nearly encir- 
cled with hills, at the bottom of which .were many 
orange, peach, and other fruit trees.* » 

It was almost dark when we left this place, with four 
soldiers for our escort. The roar), which lay over hills, 
was rough, with steep descents now and then, whicit 
made it troublesome to travel in the dark. At seven 
P. M. we halted at a boor’s phice, (Vandyke,) where a 
Serjeant’s party is stationed, to’wbom Mr. V. preached 
in a house, and Mr. R. to our people at the waggons. 
Thermometer at noon, 78. 

26th. Left Vandyke before sun-rise, taking thei,4i)$an- 
tage of the light of the waning moon, which rose m'ibre 
four in tlie morning. At nine A.M. after travelling' 
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antong iow bills, and tvobds of bushes, we inched 
Zwart-wateNpori, where there is a fort commanded by 
Lieutenant Ellen, ,a German gentleman, who was very 
kind and attentive to our comfort. The soldiers at eleven 
A. M. wer^ tharched to our waggons, when Mr. Vander- 
lingen poached. The place is called Port, because there 
is a narrow pass through the mountains, which appear to 
have been divided by some convulsion of nature in for- 
mer ages. Indeed, the two stupendous perpendicular 
sides of the pass Ore of such shapes, as Indicate a former 
union. At some places the sides are not a hundred feet 
apart, and a smalt' river runs between. On the sides are 
caves above caves, and YreCs pfojecting from tire rocks. 
We went through the pass to visit soihe Hottentbfs sta- 
tioned a little beyond the other end. As we went along, 
the baboons from the heights looked down upon us witli 
an angry roar. On coming to the Hottentots, Mr. Read 
found one or two of bis friends prospering in their souls, 
and,ha{^y in. the knowledge and love of Jesus Christ. 
From this place no signs of human society or cultivation 
appeared in any direction. On returning to the pass, a 
honey.bitd (which leads .travellers to hives of bees,) in- 
vited us by its chirping to a place where honey might l>c 
found. One or two Of our fesCoit Went towanls it, when 
it flew frojn tree to ^tree, chiiping; but, as tlte hive 
appear^ too distant, they returned. Thermometer at 
noon, 80. .. «... ’ . 

. After dining w)^.i4r^Uert, we departed about sun- 
set, and: arriveo^at a fjpst commanded by. Lieutenant 
.Oevomsb, about eight P.M. who' received as .Very kindly. 

Caifnfland being n^r, .Caifres are often lurking among 
the bushes, butjthe soMleis have nyive'r been able to seize 
one,,^they are fo expert in pushing through, what to 
otfa^Ms, imp^trable underi^pi^v. 'I'bey wrap them- 
«i^|& .up in their can^s.or ifcin cloaks, which is their 
^^l§''aress, and, j^pi^int^the closest thickets, WiU get 
■ through wiyKout a scratch’i where none can follow so as 
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to overtake Ihenj. Now and then they JistCM to hear if 
their pursuers are tiear, wheo they dart forward in ano> 
ther direction, and always escape. 

Left Mr. iJevonish's post at seven Crossed the 

Little Lisii River at ei({ht, which u'as deep though nar* 
row. At nine, halted at the post of Captain Sutton, 
from Edinburgh, where a court-martial was sitting upon 
two soldiers of the 60th regiment. Walking alone on the 
shaded banks of a brook, a few willows appeared which 
arrested my attention, as they were the first T had seen 
in Africa. 

A boor and family attended our v^oi'ship, at which 
an address is always given from the part of scripture 
read upon the occasion ; alter winch wc walked with 
thcln to their house. They did not appear social* at 
their meal, for two of the elder daughters sat by them- 
selves in one part of the large room, eating boiled pump- 
kins; and two smaller girls sat on the floor in another 
quarter, employed mud) in the same way; while the 
parents treated us with a dish of coflee at another corner. 
The boor’s wife had .serious thoughts res^iecting the judg- 
ment to coinc, and many fears, but her husband said, bo 
knew that whatever kind of a man he was, lie had grat u 
within him, and that he had no fear. Poor creatures, 
they are far removed from all means of instruction, and 
like most W the boors in tpe inlerioi> have almost 
nothing to do, in consequence of living by Uieir cattle, 
without cultivating the ground. This idleness produces 
a sottishoess and stupidity evident many of their va- 
cant countenances. Here they have only to smoke their 
pipe, and once a day to count their cattle. 

In consequence of an invitation from Captain S. we 
waited on him, and conversed for an hour. At four P.M. 
we prepared for oi|r depaiture, when several of the offi- 
cers attending the Court martial came to take leave of us. 
We now travelled within almut a mile of Caffdkl(ia, and 
without an escort. Heavy showers o4' rain fell round 
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abd 4 t, but none where we were. We observed no inha- 
bitant, or liut^ in that part of Caffraria which lay upon 
our right ; indeed, none of their villages are nt-arer than 
two days journey4ieyorid the Great Fish Itiver. At seven 
P.M. we arrived at the post of Lieutenant Forbes, within 
a few hundTjiid yanls of the river. 

27th. Departed at sun-rise, still travelling in view of 
Caffraria. We passed two large flo(*ks of sheep, which 
are safer there than cattle, as the*raftVi s care little for 
sheep. Our Hottentots met some of thtlr acquaintance 
on the road, whom they kissed very aHe*'tionatrly, the 
men holding their hats about half off their heads when 
they gave this friendly saiulatipn.^ At nine A.M. wo 
came to Lieutenant Rosseau*s post, with whom we 
st5ppcd a few minutes. His and the other houses ^ere 
lately W'ashed away, by a sudden and uncommon rise of 
the river. He had hut just time to run out to save his 
life; and what was surprising, when the river subsided, 
he recovered all his wine glasses, cups, and so forth, out 
of the mud, without one being injured. The houses were 
built of clay, and have all been rebuilt. 

Arrived at about ten A, at Captain Andrews* post. 
The fort is erected on the side of the Fish River, where 
he has built the best house I have seen in Albany ; acting 
as carpenter himself, and instructing the Hottentots to 
assist him. He has also^good garden, and lias made an 
engine to Taise ,water, about thirty feet from the river, to 
water his garden, whi^b no l^s astonrsJlies the boors than 
the Hottentots. was very^anxious that the boor, who 
lives near the fort,ilboald cultivate a piece of his farm to 
raise a little grain for bread ; and as an inducement to 
his consenting to the . proposal, he offered to bring the 
water of two neighbouring fountains to water his ground ; 
but all hk arguments made no impression on the lazy, 
boor, said it would be hye (Orauperfluous) trouble. 

He rather send five days jOumey to purchase flour, 

than be at the trouble to plough^ sovv, and reap his own 
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ground. After dining witli the captain, and expecting 
to depart, we were informed that all oar oxen were 
missing, and our people all gone in search of them. 
When the Captain heard of thi*®* he instantly dispatched 
a party of soldiers in pursuit. Being so near CafFreland, 
the Call’res were, supposed to be the thieves. In two 
hours all were brought back in triumph ; but being al- 
most dark, we judged it prudent not to move till thc 
morning. In the evening we found Captain Andrews’ 
conversation very interesting, as he had been in Spam 
the greater part of the war. 

‘28tli. An hour before sun-rise, having packed every 
thing in our waggons, \se departed under the protection 
of ah escort. The morning and the scenery aroinid were 
pleifsant. The first part of the road lay along a wide 
valley, Imunded by hills on each side, and afterwaids 
over an extended plain, which certainly has never been 
disturbed by the application of either plough or spade. 
A few springbucks seemed to be the unmolested lords of 
that green wilderness. 

AtiiineA.M. we crossed, the Little Fish River, and 
iialted on the opposite bank, near 1> Clerk’s Place. 
After breakfast, our escort left us, to be succeeded by no 
other, Caflraiia ieing left behind. We moved forward 
at two P.M. over an extensive plain, full of game, though 
we happened not to kill any. i Parsed bythe places of 
two boors, who possessed the largest flocks df sheep 1 
bad ever seen. Before sun-set we turned round lulls that 
had been on out right all day, so our route was 
N.W. by y. instead of W. Halted at eight P.M. m a 
wood of camel thorn trees', called Under Bruutjees Iloogte, 
or Height. 

•2t)ih. Departed at seven A.M. and reached Bruntjees 
Iloogte by eight A.M. The descent is long and winding, 
by the side of a steep mountiiiu. In rainy wither, 
when the road is slipptJjry, ft must be very daiigerUW; for 
should the waggon slide oniy a few inches to the left, it 
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wo^ld inevitably be precipitated many hundred feet to 
the bottom of the mountain. Near the end of the de* 
scent, we found a Caflic family, consisting of husband, 
wife, and daughter, sitting by a tire. They said they had 
come from the » Sea-Cow River, in consequence ctf the 
Bushmen constantly killing the Caffies, and were return* 
mg to CafFreland. The man was remarkably well shaped, 
was slightly covered with a skin cloak, and had several 
rows of beads round bis neck, bulging over his breast 
like a chain. His wife and daughter l».>d a little more 
clothing. The former was in a decline, and her weak- 
ness had prevented their proceeding with some of tlicir 
friends who were a little beforq them. We gave them 
some wine for the sick woman, with a little bread, winch 
tBey received gratefully. When the girl had drank the 
half of her share of the wine, her father seized it and 
diank it himself, saying, with a smile. It is good. He 
had six ussagays, or spears, with him, winch are the 
principal weapons used in war and ni self-defence. They 
were all painted neaily of the same colour as mahogany. 
Their countenances were agreeable; their hair was short 
black wool, nearly lesembliog that of the Hottentots. 
The girl, about fourteen years of age, wore two shoit 
brass chains, hanging from her hair over her temples. 

The hills on our right were beautiful, of various 
shapes, and tovered litely green. They seemed to 
consist ot different sluries, by means of legular strata, 
which projected beyond she grass, and added greatly to 
their picturesquO'ippearaDCe.' At eleven A.M, we halted 
at a pleasant spot Under a4iiil, where we took our break- 
fast, but found our bread and flour were exhausted ; we 
obtained, however, a piecqXif a loaf from a boor who was 
passing. Our Hottentot, Cupido, was born in tins pait 
of the,^0URtry; he halted the preceding day at a boor's, 
wher^e preached in the evening and morning, who on 
his lei|Ving, gave him a horse tp lovertake us. Tbermo- 
taeter at uuoii,^ 84. 
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Ilaving* passed Bnintjees Ileighl, we left Albany be- 
hind, Oraaf Rcyuet being our next destination. Wc 
moved forward at two F.M. and in about an hour passed 
a boot’s place, consisting of three miserable huts, sur- 
rounded by no cultlvatidn, all lying iu a state of nature. 
About eight in the evening we halted at De Toyt’s Place, 
where we had worship with our Hottelitots, the boor’s 
family and servants, which made a considerable congre- 
gation for such a barren wilderness. The family were 
very agreeable and kind, some of whom appeared to be 
sincere Christiana • 

30lh. The,moming was very cold, Hie thermometer at 
sun-rise being M low ns 45. Oli^rving some houses tn 
lu^is, I enquired how they had been destioycd, and 
learned that some years before, the boots in that parf of 
the country went in a body, and drove the Landdrost fiom 
Graaf Reynct, because some of his proceedings dis- 
pleased them. While ttjus employed, the Caffres seized 
the opportunity to make an attack on their defenceless 
places, when they destroyed many of tiieir lioAses, and 
'carried off much cattle. 

Waiting for the purchase of bread, we delayed our 
departure until eight in the morning. Wc crossed Fogil 
(or Bird) river, and travelled on a plain, having the 
mountains of Sneuberg immediately 'on our right. At 
ten A.M. while the cattle haUAl 40 rest awhile, Mr. Read 
and I walked forward, when feeling the heat becoming 
oppressive, we took shelter under n spreading busli. A 
road made by ants to their nest padl^ the place where 
we stood. Wc observe ttibusands of these little crea- 
tures passing and repassing : those travelling south, car- 
ried burdens : those going nerth, were in searcli of some- 
thing to bring home. In part of this path I observed a 
great error they had committed at the original planning 
of it, for they had to ascend a cliff of almoSt,|wo feet 
perpendicular height, while ascending which, observed 
three or four who were dragging little ‘berries, fall wath 
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their loads from projecting parts to the very bottom of 
the bliff ; and they were so stunned by the fall, that not- 
withstanding their activity, it was almost a minute before 
they recovered, and began to make a fresh attempt. 

Yesterday we shot three bucks, and this morning one, 
which saved our sheep. The earth, or mould, in this 
part of the country is red, covered with heath mixed 
with grass. At eleven we halted at Haug>bush, near 
a small pool of water, the coloiu of soap suds. We 
found that the party of CatFres who were f ying from the 
bushmen's country to their Qwn, had lately stopped here, 
ns their temporary huts composed of branphes of trees 
were entire, and the leaves on the branches were but little 
withered. Thermometer at noon, 68. ‘ 

At four P. M. we proceeded on our journey, admiring 
the diversified forms of the mountains on our right. At 
eight wc baited for half an hour at a boor’s called Grobler 
who was eighty-three years of age. Though the night 
was very cold, yet for the sake of water we travelled till 
near midnight, when we reached Lions’ Fountain. At a 
little distance we observed a great lire, and people dancing 
around it, because it was new moon. 1 observed Cupido 
quietly walk up to them and hold some conversation, when 
they ran off. 

.‘Ust. 'Fhongh we werc^informed that many lions weie 
in the neighbourhood, ^wa were not molested during the 
night. Afsuii-rising, the thermometer stood at 40. At 
ten A.M. we baited at a r-ver, almost diy, where three 
boors’ waggons were also baiting. Some of the people 
attended our worship. They were also travelling to 
Graaf Reynet, from which we were only two hours dis- 
tant, though there Were n^* signs of cultivation in any 
direction, nor any other appearance of approaching a town, 
'rhernti^eter at noon, 82. 

De^i^ed at three P.M. and in about an hour were 
by bur friend Mr. Kicherer, minister of Graaf Rey- ' 
with a horse waggon, in which he conveyed us with 
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speed to liisthospitable home. We had twice to croBi> the 
Sondag river ; but being low, it was easily accomplished. 
Glad was I to find that Mr. Burcbel, who lajtely returned 
from making botanical researches higher up the interior, 
was not gone; but had kindly postponed his departure in 
expectation of iiiy arrival. lie was the first person who 
travelled direct from Graaf Reynet to our missionaiy 
station at Klaar Water, beyond the Great River, liy which 
route he thought we might accomplish the jouinry in a 
month. He I eturned by another road, which would rc> 
qiiiic two months ; but he recommended the shortest, as 
one ot his people had conseiited to be opr guide, and he 
advised us to hse the utmost caution in guarding our 
cattle while travelling among the bushmen, as they mur> 
dei Inly fur the sake of cattle, and should they observe 
us to be off our guard they would make attempts to 
obtain them. During the afternoon I saw Martha and 
Mary, who were in England about ten years who live at 
Graaf Reynet, as does John also, the husband of Maiy', 
Mr. Burchel favoured us in theevening with his company, 
when he also communicated much interesting intelli- 
gence from the interior of Africa, in return for which, 

1 related to him tb| news of European affairs- 


CHAP, 


Occurrences at Graaf Reynet » <etnd during Journey in <S/ieu- 
berg— arrival at the Boundary^ the Colony. 

May 2. 

Attended worship in the church at nine A.M. when 
Mr. Kicherer gave us two discourses from a part of the 
Cieed, after which six couple of white people wore mar- 
ried. In the evening Mr. Read preact^b^ in tvhat is 
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called tbc Healben’s Meeting^bouse, to nviny people 
both white and black. 

3d. .Attended in the evening the monthly prayer meet- 
ing for the couveraion of the heathen, Mi. Smith, fiom 
Betlieliidorp, gave the address. 

4th, Was present at the slaves* meeting, wheie two 
slaves and thiee whites engaged in prayer. The two 
latter gave many exhortations in a serious hnd allectio- 
nate manner to the poor slaves. T also visited a meeting 
of females for prayer and Christian contc'enee, when about 
twenty were present ; I made a few remarks, which were 
interpreted by Mf. Kiebeier. 

dth. In the evening 1 preached to a fiilf house, by the 
iielp of Messrs. Read and Kichcrer as my interpreters^^The 
Landdrost and family were piesent, whom many were 
glad to see in the slave meeting. While thus employed. 

I could not but letlect with pleasure', that some minister 
was at the same timepieaching at the Annual Meeting of 
the Missionary Society in London. 

0th. i>ined with the Landdrost (Mi. Fi«tiei), and a 
large party. Every thingat dinner was»erved up exactly 
in the European style. He kindly offered to seivc me 
in any way m his power. , 

8th. Dined with the Secretary Mr. M — - , togcllior 
with a large party. The extent and progress of cveiy 
thing in his garden surfigised me much, when 1 heaid 
that all htld been accomplished in three years. It proved 
the proprietor’s assiUmty, an6 the rapidity of vcgation in 
that quarter. 

fftb. Attended at Mr. Kieberer’s place of worship, 
where we had two long sermons and two sboit prayers. 
In the evening tfaikSchoohnaster addressed the slaves. 
Mr. K. sets every one to work who he thinks has a 
talent ffir it. 

UHp. The Landdrost sent a slave with a young lion 
to^lw me as a curiosity. A person in the neighbour- 
had lat^^ shot its father; on seeing which the 
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lionrss spiojug from her den upon the murderer of hex 
male, aud in an instant laid him on the ground and began 
to tear him , his brother, who was near, fired bis musket 
on lici, and the ball penetiating the animars throat, 
bioughthei to the giound, and rescued the poor man 
tiomtiu ).iws of death, butiot before be was terribly 
Kuv'iated In this wiy the young lion wanobtained. I 
siw Uic skins ol its paicnts at the Landdrost’s. That of 
till male is black at the shoulders and part of the back, 
v'hitli is lathci unusual in that part of Africa. The hair 
hanging ft otn the head and neck is about twelve inches 
long, and is the lion has powei to make his hair stand 
oieit, tliisanhnal, when alive, musthavebad a teriific 
ipponaiKu In the evening I preached a farewell di$- 
fovko, by means of iiiy two interpreters 

ilth. A bout eleven o’clock, while our waggons were 
tt loie the door, ready to depart, we engaged in prayer , 
with many friends whocametobid us farewell, and many 
waited in the street for the same purpose— «fter which 
we paited from tins kind people, accompanied by Mr. 
Kicheiei and four of Ins iiiends. Two boors fromSncu* 
berg, to which wc were going brought Uieir hoiso 
waggons to convey us more quickly thither. These, with 
oui own thiee ox waggons lefi, the town togetliei, 
wlm h, with our driven oxen and the armed Hottentots 
who accompanied us, had muc^ of the appearance of an 
eastern caravan. I felt pain m separating from so many 
kind friends, whom 1 was never likely to meet again on 
eaith; but out work lequtred it Graaf Reynet was 
soon out of sight, when an extensive plain, suirounded 
with hills, presented itself; on crossing which we ascend* 
ed Sneuberg, (01 Snow'inountaio,) fsom whence a largo 
disti 'ct of the colony derives i{s name. At taro P.M. we 
dined at Magis>fountaiti, about twenty miles noxtli'West 
ol Graaf Beynet SiFeai tiie bouse is an excavation at 
least sixty fieet deep, made by a small river whhM* I’uos 
ovei locks till opposite the boor’s house, coming at 
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ODce to a sandy soil, it has carried the sand |way to the 
depth of sixty or seventy feet, and falls over the rocky 
cliff at three different places, so as to form a very 
striking object. About half an hour after leaving Magis- 
fountain, we passed a similar excavation and a water>fall, 
only deeper and still more grand in its appearance. After 
travelling two or three hours'by moon-light, we reached 
the residence of Mr. Eleerden, who had kindly driven us 
in his eight horse waggon, about forty miles noith-wcat 
of Graaf Reynet. 

12th. About seven waggons with people airivc’d during 
the day, fo attend divine worship in the evening. At six 
o’clock I preached to them in a large room/ Our waggons 
arrived during sermon. '* * ^ 

13th. Mr. Ilcerden furnished ns with many usefult, ar- 
ticles for our journey, among which was a horse, which 
, he presented to the Society. He has several huslimen in 
his service, three or four of whom he brought into the 
loom to let ns see them. They were extremely timid, 
and seemed glad to get away. Mr. Kicheier preached 
in the forenoon, and at four P. M. we departed, acconi- 
panied by most of the familyi After travelling with great 
speed, along the banks of the Buffalo River, for an hour 
and a half, between low hills, we arrived at Mr. Burebar’s, 
which is a lively place, in a plain, bounded by low Intis 
at a -little distance. A ^ali stream which turns a dour 
mill pa»8es before the house, and only a hundred yards 
beyond it runs the Buffalo RivCr, in a bed formed out of a 
rock, where there isa waterfall of about twenty feet, ail 
which contributes' to the l^^auty of the place. About 
twelve waggons had arrived before us, when Mr.t Read 
preached to a good congrt^ation ip the large room. The 
people were very attentive,*as indeed they always are in 
this pftt of the colony. 

I4tb. In the morning the ground was tvhite, in conse- 
quence of the frost during the night, tfiis being the first 
mobth of winter. At nebo,^ though there was 
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pleasant sun-jshine, the thermometer viras as low as 4®. 
A Hottentot cainc into the room where I was, to say that 
lie had brought oxen from the uext boor's to draw our 
waggons theie, in order to ease our own. He answer- 
ed bevrral questions concerning God and the Saviour, 
which Mr. Kicherer asked him, and said he prayed every 
day for the forgiveness of bis sins, and that sin might 
be put out from his heart. The slaves at Mr. Burchar's 
asked and obtained liberty to follow us to the next boor’s 
place to hear ilie gospel. 

At three, P.M. we left Mr. Burchar’s Place in his 
horse waggon. In a narrow pass, between hills, we 
observed stones so regularly piled one ‘above another, 
and bO arranged that tlTey resembled ruins of some 
ancien I structure. There we caught a large land tor- 
toise, that was creeping among the bushes. Before suii- 
s«cl wc arrived at Three Fountains, where Mr. Kicherer 
preached in the evenings 

15th. In the morning I look a walk to the top of 
some hills to have a view of the surrounding country. 
The broad summit of one was spread over with laige 
flat stones. There was a little cultivation near thd boor’s 
house, but the surrounding country, as far os could be 
•-een from the lidls, was extremely bafren, producing 
nothing but heath or wild bushes. The slaves who had 
followed us from Mr. Burchar’s took leave of jis to return 
iiome, although their countenances expressed a dssire to 
follow us farther. About three, P.M* we left Three Foun- 
tains in the boor’s waggon, drawn by eight excellent 
horses, and travelled at the rste^of seven miles an hour. 
Reaching the summit of some rising ground, an extensive 
plain presented itself before us, studded with many small 
hills of interesting forms, which hdd a pleasing appearance. 
I’hough wotan inch of cultivation was visible, yet the sce- 
nery was cheering. At five P. M. we arrived at Mr.Vaiiyder^ 
kervePs Place*, which was pleasantly situated. Immedi** 
dtely the right of the house was a most roiij|tftttic exca- 
wtioii of the eartTi; from two to three huhdlf^d yards • 

K' 
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wide, a Iiuudied feet deep, and half a mile long; both 
sides were composed of huge rocky cliffs : the lower 
part of the hollow was covered with gardens and fields, 
where the orange trees grew luxuriantly ; and in the inid- 
dic a river glided gently along. In the evening I preached 
to the people through my usual interpreters. 

l6th. In, the morning, being the Lord’s day, Mr. K. 
preached to the white people in the house, whde Mr. R. 
preached without, at our wagg.'"is, to slaves, HottentoU, 
and Bushmen. Some of our Hottentots were veiy 
active in doing good here, and at oi'ier places, to 
the slaves and to their brethren. In the evening AIi. 
Bead preached' again at the waggons* On finishing 
his discotiiso, ho asltod Cupido and Boozak (converted 
Hottentots] to speak to the people if they were<3o iii- 
< lined. Both addressed the heathen. Boozak said to them, 
“ Before the missionaries came to us, we were as igno- 
rant of every thing as you now are. I thought then I 
was the same as a beast ; that when I died there would be 
an end of me ; but after bearing them, I found I bad 
so#i that must he happy or miserable for ever. Then I 
became afraid to die. I was afraid to take a gun into 
my hand, lest it should kill me, or to meet a set pent, 
lest it should bite me. I was afraid then to go to the hill 
to hunt lions or elephants, lest they should devour me. 
But when I heard of the Son of God having come into 
the world to die for*siiiners, all that fear went away. 1 
look my gun again, and without fear of death went to 
hunt lions and tigers, and elephants. You shall soon 
have an opportunity to taught the same things.” 

17tb. I went in the morning with ten or twelve of 
our people, to examine a cave in the deep excavation, 
which turned out to bd a far more formidable adven- 
ture tj^ I had expected. It was on the side of a high 
cliff, jsj^rated from an opposite diff equally high, only 
by a few yards. Fo( about ^two hundred ^ards wo had 
to walk on']gfojecting rocks near the middle of the oppo- 
site cjiff, Wo wore soon obliged to take off our shoes 
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lest we should slide dowki the rocks, ind advan^t^ a.feW 
yards farther we were advised to -take off 0 (irVtMkii)gs> 
as more likely to prevent our sliding^., 'Whon we 

came opposite to the cave, with great cdatlon w^Vde- 
scended to the bottom of ;the cliff; 

Hottentots went intoa po(d formed by thf Yivviv dn 'paN 
pose to sound it, as we had'tq 'cross, it to ^cb the cates 
They found it two feet' ami' a half de^p^"* till within two 
yards of the other side, over which the/. placl^,<lt ‘ladder 
they had brought with tbcm< Mich&l tWoupUid flrst, 
when climbing the rock be slipped, andVrqH^ down 
into the water, completely over bead, *wb>eh appeared 
to the other Hottentots aunere trifle, for they only smiled 
abou^alf a minute, and pressed forward. A . friend frohi 
Graar Reyoet, who was tall and strong, calYied me over 
on his back. Jt was no easy matter to climb up to the 
cave’s mouth, from the steepness and smoothness of th.e 
rock. A light being struck, we ventured in with three 
candles. On the roof of the cave, which - resem- 
bled that'of a cathedral in miniature, bang hundreds of 
bats fast asleep. Our light ..awoke many of them, and 
they dew about us to the no small danger of extingnishA 
ing our lights. Within the cave we sunk half way up 
tlie leg into their dung, which probably bus been collecting . 
for many centuries. The twls hang by tbeir'fddt so close 
together, that at first sight it- app^bied to be Carrsd work 
on therpof. Afterviewing different apartments' itt the 
cave, \ybich tqppeared singularly glooniy gnd dismal,' we 
found considerate difficult^, in returDlng. - 

On arriving at Mr. Vanderkfen^rs they hrpught to md 
four BusjiYvomen and five or sik Hottentot ,wotfjeif. , 
covered only ^ith sheep skins cai^Iess^ thrown over thdr^ ' 
shoulders! I addrmsed ^em by means pf Mr. : 

and a Hottcntotgirl ^^ndenitood'bOth 
Bushmen’s langnage;.^^ pTpne of tb^ seemdd ' ' 

any th ijig of God, except one WolIMn, who r 

father had told her there -wasa (jod, w Gl4|!^,i0faYfer< ■ 
M 3 ■ ' 
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Tb^ appeared tnuch pleased to hear that they were soon 
to be taught the same things that white people know. 
They shewed me a Bushman’s boy, who, they said, when 
first brought there was as Vvild as a lion, and would bite 
any tbfiig that came near him ; no doubt from the horror 
he felt at being brought amongst white people, of whose 
murderaof his forefathers l>e perhaps had often heard. 

About noon we departed in a waggon with six horses, 
our own ox waggons having gone on before, and halted 
at one, P.M. at the place of Nicholas Vanderkervel. A 
JBusbwoman about sixty years of age, who only mea- 
sures three feet nine inches, was introduced to us. She 
knew no more about God than Jhe very cattle, although 
.she lived amongst white people ; yet she expressed, satis- 
faction on hearing that missionaries would come sl^on to 
instruct her and her people. There were some other 
persons younger, but equally ignorant. 

On travelling a little fartbev wc came to M. Pinnar’s 
place, which, though not at the utmost boundary of 
the colony^ is the last habitation of white men. In 
conversation with some Hottentots by means of an inter- 
preter, X observed one man smile, as if much pleased, 
when he heard that people were coming fiom a distant 
country to instruct them. 1 could not but hope that 
Jesus had'tlioughts ofpiercy toward this man, I visited 
a small jeed hut, whicit stood at the foot of a hill bc- 
bebind the boor’s heuse, in which an old blind Bushman 
lived. We found him asleep id a sheep skin, whicli 
was his only dress; indeed there was not another article 
within his hut When he, awoke he slowly sat up: and 
from the blackness of bis skin, bis long beard, and 
probably not having smiled for many years, he had an un- 
commonly grave and peculiar appearance. A fViend from 
Gr^ Reyoet was my Dutch interpreter, and a Hottentot 
gmB^ut twelve years of age, interpreted into the Bush- 
langirage, kneeling on the ground, with her black 
#lieep skin »rown over her shouldeis, and her clasped 
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hands underther chin. She spake to the old djttt vrhal 
f>lie was desired, with a gravity that astonis^eame* * It 
was so simple and so singular that it could not easily be 
imitated. The whole scene would have meiited the 
pencil of a Raphael to paint it, A small group of dfaiU 
dren stared into the hut. The poor man knew nothing: 
and when the girl told him that an institution was soon 
to be established to teach him and others the things of 
God, which would make them happy, be made no verbal 
answer, but be intimated in a very significant manner, 
that he understood what she told him, but that the re> 
port coming from white people, he would not believe it 
till it took place. 

Tb? master of the bouse, a young man, bad bis hand 
lately shot off by a musket: another young man, who 
appeared to be his brother, bad bis leg broken lately by a 
fall from his horse; and the mistress had been confined 
only four days. The family were very friendly to us. 
After halting about an hour we proceeded on our journey, 
and a second time left behind us the habitations of civi- 
lized men. The country is covered with heath ; only 
here and there, at great distances from each other, is 
there any giass. 

A little after sun>set, by means of our friend’s strong 
oxen, we reached a fountain where our waggbns had 
halted for some time; these sjfon went forward, and 
we followed in about an hour. * At eight, P.M. we 
came up to them, aud travelled together for some 
time, when we again left them and pushed forward, 
accompanied by ten armed hprsemen, boors and theic 
slaves. At nine, P.M. we halted among low hills, 
where there was grass. Ous tent was erected, a fi];e 
lighted, and coffee prepared by the time the other wag- 
gons arrived. The boors remarked that the place should 
be called Lions’ Valley, because they greatly abound 
there. Wc bad much lightning and a little thunder* aftw 
which followed abundance of rain. /* 
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ISth^Ipe rain continued to fall during>^ the whole 
nigllt, amtljift day till three, P. M. When it abated, and 
*I ascended to the summit of alow hill to view the sur-t 
rounding country. When on the bill, two of tlie boors, 
Mr. Kicheref, and an armed Hottentot, came to inform 
me it was dangerous to walk alone in such places, as Busl^• 
wen might be concealed among the rocks. I was not 
aware of this, and thanked them for their attention to 
my safety. It being impossibit to reach the next foun< 
tain before night, we resolved to pos(|>onc our departure 
until the morrow. We now commenced keeping watch 
during the nighty immediately after sumset. 1 observed 
that the Hottentots watched cbjpily on Ihe lee side of 
the waggons ; the reason for which 1 understood te be, 
tiiat a lioti or a Bushman never makes an attack from the 
windward side, because then the dogs soon smell them, 
and give the alarm. The night was cold and the ground 
damp. 

lyth. After prayer for protection, wc again proceeded 
on our journey at seven, A.M. having now no road. We 
crossed a valiey covered with heath, in whieh we observ- 
ed the footmarks of a company of lions that had passed 
that morning. At ten, A.M. we entered a pass be- 
tween hill.s, which Mr. Kichercr and friends were pleas- 
ed to name Campbell’s Pass. In consequence of the 
lute rains, tlie boors sajdttke marks of our waggon wheels 
would be*visible for four years: as wc were thus com- 
mencing a path which p<>rhaps may be travelled for hun- 
dreds of years to come, we endeavoured to proceed in 
the moat level and direct wtiy we could. When our peo- 
ple who were mounted were chasing some quachas, a fat 
and fatigued one fell behind bis companions, which was 
soon surrounded by our horsemen, and brought with them 
to the waggons. 

Whed-We approached the fountain we had come to 
examhie, ra^ecting its suitableness for a missiouary 
sta^jwio, two ohsour borlemen ci^e hastily towards our 
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aggons, 6ii which the driver of oar waggon said* thry 
had seen a lion: we inquired how he Knew it; hd said 
he knew it by their faces. But, like all other Hotten^ 
lots, he had good eyra, for not one of us could at >that 
diblance distinguish one feature in their oootttooahces. 
On reaching ns they informed us Chat two lions were 
crouching among the reeds below. All l!ie Waggons 
drew up ou an ascent immediately opposite the place 
where they lay; and the wheels were ohnihed, lest the 
1 oaring or appearing of the lions should terrify the 
oxen and make them run off, Which frequently hap*- 
jiciis on such oicasions. Thirteen men then drew op 
about ffty yards from • the Hons, with their loaded 
niilslff|t<i, and we who were only to be spectators stood 
upon a heap of rotks about fifty yards beliind them, 
guarded by three armed men, lest the Hons should 
cither not be wounded, or only slightly, ahd rush upon 
us. When all was in readiness, the men below poured 
a 'olle,y of shot towards the lions, when orte of them, 
the male, tliade off, seemibgly wounded slightly; but 
the other was disabled, so that it remained. The dogs 
ran towards her, making a great noise, but ventured 
no nearer than within five or six yards. On the second 
fire she was shot dead. She Was a large and fat honest, 
with a furious countenance. She .was dragged from the 
reeds while yet warm, and sklpD^adirectly.* A bullet 
was found under the skm, within a few inches of the 
tail, which she must have received long ago, a(i the wound 
was healetl. She had received many wounds from our 
peopI|L particularly a severe dhe m the inside of her 
moutff 

We baited at Buck’s Fountain) which was only a few 
liundred’yards beyond where we had killed the lioneSs ; 
this was the place we had come purposely to examine, 
but yre found only a small stream, insuAicient to Water 
much ground. 'Having heard that there is a nmch greater 
stream at Rhinoceros Berg, about a week’s ^uiuey dis- . 



136 JOURNEY IN SNEUBERG. (1813 

tant, in a difTerent direction from our‘ route, Mr. 
Kioherer and the boors who were with us, kindly offer- 
ed to visit it for us, and to write their opinion of it to 
Cape-town. 

During supper, while talking of the feats of lions and 
lion hunters, we heard a lion tearing at some distance, and 
soon after the roar was heaid fiom no grout clistain c be- 
hind our tent, which probably was the male lion come 
in search of his mate. If he found her raicase, the boors 
said he would eat it ; and asserted, (whui is very horrid,) 
that the Bushmen often threw their children to the lion 
to preserve themselves, winch has greatly cncrcascd the 
desire of these animals after li^man flesli, especially the 
flesh of Bushmen ; so much so, that were a lion to find 
a white man and a Bushman asleep together, he would 
take the Bushman and leave the white man. At piesent 
these ferocious animals are said to kill more Bushmen 
than sheep. 

A lion, one day, seized a Hottentot by the arm, but 
the Hottentot’s dog getting hold of the lion by his 
leg, be let go the Hottentot, to drive away the dog, 
by which means the Hottentot escaped the jaws of death. 
When a lion overcomes an ox, be carries him off on his 
back, but a sheep in bis mouth, which of course may be 
accounted for by the difference in the weight of the two 
animals. Mr. Kichfrer mentioned, that when his sexton 
and his wife were asleep under their waggon, and their 
little dog at their feet, a lion came and can led off the 
dog without injuring them. It was long after we had 
killed the lioness before We missed the quacha whj^h bad 
been brought to our waggons alive ; butw^Ie ountten- 
tion had been occuniedjiy the lion, the quacha was neg- 
l(-cted; and made its escape, so that tlie death of the 
lioiiess^ved its life. 
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Journey acrou the Bushmen’s Country^ 

May 20. 

Now we were to part from our friende who had ac* 
compamed us ten days., Mr. Kicherer preached to us in 
the morning; we then partook of an early dinner; after 
which weiunited in prayer to G(m, commending each 
other iuto his bands, and after saluting one another, we 
Wparated in silence, perhaps to see each other no more 
until the judgment of the great day. We then entered 
the Bushmen's country, now and then casting a look after 
the dear friends we had left behind.' ''We travelled across 
a plain until the seUmg of the sun, when we came to 
water that had been collected in boles during the late 
rain. Some of our stragglers brought to us three young 
Bushmen, whom they had met on a journey. They pos» 
scssud more lively and interesting countenances than the 
Hottentots. Their father, an old man, they said was 
lodging 111 a hole among the rocks at a little distance. 
We informed them we had^ome fromia distant country, 
had taught the Hottentots n^any good things, and de> 
signed also to send teachers to their nation. They said 
they wfere glad to hear it ; and one of them offered lo 
accompany us on our joujrney to the Great River. The' 
4>tfaer two went off with the food we had given them for 
their father; they carried along with them pieces of 
lighted wood to 'frighten away Hops. Travelled N. £. 
by N. 

21st. The frost was so keen during the night, that 
water in the bottom of a Jarge dish which stood in the 
open air was completely frozen. Tbe/Bushnuin’s family 
came to us at eight in the mornings consisting of the 
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father, his two sons, with the wife of one carrying'a child 
about ten months old. When we went to prayer, (the 
nature of which had been eicplamed to them,) they lay 
prostrate oil the ground, in imitation of our Hottentots. 
The woman had rather an interesting appearance ; her 
eyes ludicated natural talent, and her child looked well, 
iiotnitlistanding its copper colour. She gave me three 
rings, made of eord, whuli her child wore on its arm, 
and I presented her with some beads to put in their place. 
The child wore nothing more than a few strings of ber- 
ries, as sul'stitutes for beads, inteispersed with circular 
pieces of the ostiicb Wlien preparing to shave, I 
held my looking-glass befuie each ot them. All expressed 
astonishment at beholding their faces, which they kneif 
to be their own, by openuig tlu ir mouths wide, and hold- 
ing out their tongues, which they fierccivcd to be done 
at the same time b^sthe tiguru in llie glass. They all 
turned away their heads, and held, up their hands before 
their mouths when they first saw themselves, as if dis- 
gusted with the sight. 'J'he woman, in order to be quite 
certain that it was herself she saw in the glass, turned 
lound her babe that was tied to her back, and on seeing 
it also, she seemed satisfied. They were clothed in sheeii- 
skiiis. At ten A. M. two lions appeared at a little dis- 
tance, which wer$ lust noticed by the Bushmen, who are 
much afraid cof them ; wd dispatched a party to drive 
them away, which they effected. They told us that some 
time ago, a lion came apd dragged a man out of big 
bouse, and then devoured him. 

These strangers sat the whole time they were with U8> 
without once rising. They wpre employed m cooking 
and eating meet till we separated. Our Hottentots re- 
marked, tha^ushmen would eat constgntly for three 
days, andjlmln fast three days. When our wagons set 
off, oggy^tbe youog Bushotep who had express^ a de- 
sir e |^P ^Ecompaui^^ us to see other lands, on condition 
'thdjra^ should afterwards send him back to Ins own 
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country) rose up from the fire around ■whiHi bis friends 
were sitting, without taking the smallest fiotice of "them, 
or bidding tliem farewell; indeed, one would have 
thought by the manner of bis (Aperture, that he intended 
to letuin in five minutes. I did not think he was gone 
till one of our people teld me he was in the first waggon 
that had moved. Before parting, I took their child in my 
arms for some time, stroked it and restored it to the 
rightful owner. Not one of them bad a name except 
the father, whom they called Old Buy in their language. 
I advised the woman to wash her face, wb’icli was ex* 
tremely dirty ; but by a significant* shake of her bead, 
she expressed aversioA to such an operation ; upon which 
oU|r Hottentots by way of apology for her, said, that 
Bushmen tliought dirt upon their skin kept them Warm. 
Each of them had a jackal’s tail fixed on a stick to wipe 
the sweat from their faces in hot weather. They bad also 
a quiver of poisoned arrows. They had left the old wo* 
man, the mother, in the cave where they had slept during 
the night. They had been visiting a distant kraal, and 
Were returning to their own. When we bad advanced a 
few iiiiics, I learned that the young man Who accom* 
panied us had a wife and child at home. Thermometer 
at noon, trS. 

This season may be called the Bushmaa’s liarvest, for 
the ground hieing softened by tlfb ram, they »can easily 
pull up roots not only for present consumption, but, if 
they choose, for future use also. In summer they are 
supplied with locusts, wbic^ they diy and pound into 
powder, which serves as a substitute for flour. 

Our being accompanied by the young Bushman ap« 
peared to b» a< singular favour from Providence, for had 
he not been with us, it is probable we should neither 
have found grass, nor water, nor wood for fire at night. 
We had not seen a blade of grass through the first day’s 
journey; but a little after son«8et be led us out of our 
tVack, up a narrow pass between two hills on our riglity 



140 


JOriWEY ACROSS THE 


[1813* 


to a small sequestered valley, where there was a fountain, 
grass, and abundance of fire-wood. I looked on him, as 
Elijah may be supposed te have looked on the lavens 
that fed him in the wilderness, as God’s instrument for 
fulfilling his gracious will to us, in answer to the prayers 
of distant friends. He was cheerful and happy, appear- 
ing to consider himself peifectly safe with us, which is 
wonderful, considering how cruelly hts nation has in 
former times been treated by the colonists. Wesoon made 
a large fire of the turpentine plant, which afforded both 
light and heat. The night was so cold, that while writing 
in the tent, I was obliged to have a hot stone under my feet. 
About ten P. M. a wolf came to see>what he could make 
of us, but our files and the barking of oui dugs obliged 
him to keep bis distance. 

2*2d. At sun-rise the thermometer wa® .3"2. We named 
our fountain, Hardcastie tonntain. 1 ovcrheaid some of 
our Hottentots tcUing the young Bushman what things 
he was likely to get when be should arrive at Cape-town. 
They told him that probably he would get a looking- 
glass to sec hipiself in, like that which I had held before 
his face : but turning round his bead, be said he did not 
like it— like thousands who refuse to see their own cha- 
racter depicted in Scriptuie.tuniiug fiom it with disgust. 
Mr. R. sowed ,somc peach seeds, and 1 some orange 
seeds, near^^he fountain,* wliich, if they come to perfec- 
tion, may furnish the natives with food. The passage 
leading from HardcasUe 'fountain points nearly north, 
having Kombuis Mountain in full view, at the distance of 
seven 2r eight miles. 

We departed at noon, when the thermometer was 62. 
The first half of our j 'urney lay N. £. and the last half 
N. and generally over rising ground : the earth was red, 
and fo^the moat part covered with tall heath. In the 
evenid^ Mr. Read and I, with three armed Hottentots 
andl • the Bushman, walked considerably a-head of the 
waggons, in sealch of water; he told us therq was no 
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fountain' in tliat part; but in consequence of the late 
ram, holes near the foot of the hills were likely to be 
full of water. When it was dark, we heard a Hottentot 
call out Water! from a distance, but could ndt ascertain 
fioni what diiectioii the voice came. Ohi said oneof the 
Hottentots, it is thiswa>, for that carane (a fowl) we 
hoard, has just risen from water; and so we found it, 
but there was not a blade of grass for the poor cattle, 
only heath bushes. We observed a Bukhman’s fire lighted 
up about twelve miles off, upon the bills. A short time 
after our tire was lighted, our three horsemen arrived 
with a young elk they had caught, \vhich was about the 
sue of a lai^e calf. *It was immi^diately killed for the 
next day\s piovision. They saw five lions in company, 
wnen they were chasing a flock of elks, and the lions 
followed tlie example of the elks, in running away; I 
did not hear of the men pursuing them, but suppose they 
took to theii heels also, so that they weie all fleeing from 
each other. 

23d. At seven A.M. at the prayer meetjng, three Hot- 
tenlots engaged in prayer; and at eight we were obliged 
to move forward in quest of grass for the cattle. At 
starting, we roused from sleep a wild cat, which our 
dugs pin sued without success. Though there was no 
grass, yet there was plenty of the Bushman’s plant on the 
way. It IS a bulbous root, ft^opt the sike of a crocus, 
and resembling it in appearance; when roastVd, it tastes 
like the roasted chesnut. By the Bushmea it is called 
Ok ; by tlm Hottentots, Ow, I partook of. some which 
our Bushman bad roasted, smd liked them very much. 

Tius part of Africa, without a miracle, must, for want 
of water, remain a wilderftess to the end of time ; it 
cannot be inhabited, though its general appearance is 
charming^ ^ ^ 

At ten A. M. we ^me a narrow path made by 
quaebas, who wild ducks fly, in ^ line, one be- 

hind the other: We hoped this path ^ould lead us to a 
fountain, but in less than a mile it became invisible. 
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For the last three days we had beea (gradually ascends 
ing, but VfP appe<ired now to have reached tlie summit, 
from which tbeie is a very extensive prospect, for at least 
sixty miles befoie us, ’and we judged it likely that we 
should continue to descend until we reached the Great 
Uivcr. Tberniometet at noon waliOS , at one P M. it 
rose to 80 ; and at two, it was 86 . Pietty well in the 
middle of an African winter ' 

Our Bushman was generally askenafterjoining us, ex-* 
cept when eating; but he was now lunuiui' with remark-* 
able speed after oui advanced party, to point towards 
w ater. He knew nothing about the finding oi grass, as 
that 18 no concein of Bushmen, whq possess fio cattle. A 
group of thirteen hills were in sight, all shaped like s 
sugar loaf, only more extended at the base. The smell 
arising from the bushes ciushcd donn by oiir waggon 
wheels, resembled that of an apothccaiy’s shop. Much 
did I feel foi our oxen, who had fasted ni arly two days 
foi want of glass, but at thiee P, M, our hopes of relief 
were raised, by obsci vine smoke rise at a distance, as a 
signal bom our lioisemtn, that water was found. It wa« 
near a diaip of lulls due N. of us. At four P. M. some 
of us reached the spot on foot, where we found plenty of 
grass and water — a gratifying sight indeed ' On the ar- 
rival of the oXeii, it was pleasant to see them running to 
grass and water,* after fasjting ao long. Obseiviiig four 
lions, a littlft to the eastward, we sent eleven men to eti- 
deavopr to drive them awav, to prevent their disturbing 
118 in the nigbfc time, which they effected. Except the 
four lions, we saw neither beasts opr birds during Hie dgy.< 
It appeared to be a land forsaken by every creature on 
account of the scarcity of wa|er. The appeansneeef the 
country, however, tschaimmg; the extensiye {Hams. are 
interspersed with bills of various but beautifulf^rms. The 
weatber^Ajlpigh Winter, waa deligbtftdc 
. In jijip remng 1 ardted our young Btiebmaa to come 
inhypP^ent, wit^ his laterpreteiy that I might have some 
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coiiversq^tion with him. I inquired what be thought to 
Ik; the'worst thing a man could do ? It was some time 
before we could make him understand wiiat was meant 
by a had thing, for he had never heard that one thing was 
worse I lian another. When he appeared to form some 
idea of tlie meaning ofW. I asked what he thought was 
the woist thing he ha;df ever seen done in his kraal. He 
said they often quarrelled, and when any of these quar» 
rels endi d in killing one another, it was fine, good sporty 
it shewed courage. lie said all their quarfds were about 
their wives : one was for having the other’s wife, which, 
he did not think was bad. Being asked if he would con* 
sider it bad any m the kraal were t<) take hh wife while 
he was with us, be an&wercd. Bad! bid ! He said it was 
fine, to take otlieis’ wives, but not fine to take bis. He 
said he nevi r stole. He ackiiow ledged it was bad to quar- 
rel, steal, murder, and to commit adultery. On being 
asked which was the worst of these, he said he could 
not tell. 

I then asked him viliat be thought was the best thing 
a man could do? Ilis reply to this question was ex- 
tremely aflertiiig. “ All my life, (said he,) I have only 
seen «vil, and never any good, wheiefore I cannot tell 
what IS best." 'I’he questions appeared to him.however, 
as mete spuit, ior in the very midst of tlie conversation 
lie complained that lie had a ^d cap. He informed us 
that a boor once came and attached their krani, and they 
know notf why, but he and those wuth him killed ten 
men, women, and children, of the kraal. We asked 
if his, father had given hin^ any good advice before he 
left him to come with us. He replied, My fiither said 
I was going with strange people, and must be obedient, 
andt^rbapa I should get rometbiog; aud while witU 
tbolh he^houkl takocaie of my wife and child, and when 
I gOtiedUcation and returned I should be able to teacU. 
thehi.” 

34th. Our Budiman was in the habit' of smokif^ 
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wild hemp, which stupilies and constantly inclines to 
sleep. At one, we were all in motion, ascending to a 
pass between hilU, which was full of bushes and stones. 
A plant called the Bushman’s Soap was very plentiful, 
which much resembles the ice plant; the shining par- 
ticles with which it is covered, on being touched, turned 
out to be only small globes of watW, which tl^, plant has 
the power of retaining, which probably afibri^ drink to 
birds, insects, &c. ' * 

During the day we travelled tlirongh three passes 
among large rocks, which wc found like rhe Scylla and 
Charybdis of the ancients — in trying to escape one, we 
sometimes struck against another. Our mepj who were 
in advance, saw three lions pursuihg a herd of quachas, 
who fled towards them ; on seeing which, opr fneii fled 
also towards the waggons, followed by the lions, but 
they did not disturb us. The one half of this day’s jour- 
ney was N. W. by N*. the other half nearly M. Thermo- 
meter, at noon, (iO. at tliree, F. M. 70. at sun-set, (58- 
Some of our people were employed part of the evening 
in teadiiiig the Biisliinaii the letters of the alphabet. 
After supper wc brought him into the tent, and asked 
him a few more questions. We asked him what be 
thought the mo'st Zkondcrful thing he bad ever seen? 
Ans. 1 do not think one thing more wonderful than ano- 
ther — ^all the beasts are <finc. Q. If he could get any 
thing he wished, what (trould he desire to have? Ans, 
1 would have plenty of beads, knive.s, tinder-boxes, cat- 
tle, and sheep. Q. Wbac other countries had he heard 
of? Am. I have heard of tlje C'affres, Dutch, and Eng- 
lish, but t have not seen any English. Q. What kind of 
food he would like best to Itgve every day ? Ant, Bread 
and sheep’s flesh. Wc had given him some bread, pro- 
bably therjlrst he bad ever seen, which he was very 
fond of,v* ' 

34th. There was ice on the water in the rooming 
^ot the thickness of a dollar. Thermometer, at sun- 
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rise, 40. at tioon, 70. About ttro, P. M. we came to the 
edge of an extensive plaip, perhaps an butadred miles ui 
ciicumfereiice, having a Considerable lake at' tile west 
end of It. I'hiS lake, which perhaps no European ever 
saw before, v e uatnCd Bfij^fder’s Lake, after the Secretaty 
to the Missio ary Society. There is perhaps no extent of 
country known in the world, favoured with so lew lakes 
as thdse parts of Africa. Although I had now travelled five 
months III South Africa, this was the firat t had seen 
which deservc,d the name of a lake ; two others, in Al> 
bany, are only laige pools. Xt being top early in tiie day 
to halt, we passed to the right of iC .We found the 
whole of Border’s Plain, especially tn the vicinity of the 
lake, abounding with game, and particularly with- van* 
ous kinds of bucks. We shot nine bucks, one quacha, 
and one ostrich. The quaeba was only Wound^, and 
ran lame. Our Bushman, who was extremely fond of 
that creature’s flesh, though a species of horse, on ob- 
serving It to be lalne, leaped from the waggon, threw oflT 
his sheep’s skin, ran towards it, and with great exertion 
threw a stone which sunk into its forehead; on which 
he drew out his knife and stabbed it. When dead he 
cut out a large slice from its loins with the skin upon it, 
and deposited it m the waggon, where we permitt^ him 
to sleep during the day. He iikqVise carried otf thC tail 
with him. * , * 

We travelled forward among low bushes till seven 
o’clock in the evening, in search of grass afid water. 
Without finding either, and were obliged to bait in con- 
sequenhe of the darkness : of course our tired oxen were 
obliged to go to aWp without food or drink. At supper 
we found there was not a 4rop of Water remaimug in 
our casks, all having been consumed by ou{ men, who 
came in weary firiuu hunting. Mr. Kead and uqpselF 
were of bpiition tb%|' no traveller should Im advised to 
cross the Bushman country liy the roufe yup &k 1 chosen, 
hut to enter more to Uib eastward ; for bad it not been 

L 



146 


.lOURNCY ACROSS THE 


[ 18 U 

for ^ providential fall of ram, ten diy* before, ^\c should 
only have had uater twice duiing seven days, viz. at 
Hardcastic’s FouTitam and at Burder’s Luke ; anil the 
first of these we should not have discovered hut toi the 
young Bushman who accompanied us, without whose 
assistance we might not have 1been able to discover the 
holes which retain the ram. 

tM)th. Departed before sun-nse, m seaieli ot glass «uid 
water, when the thermometei wa^ at \Vc liad not 
travelled more than a few hundred >aids, when, to our 
surprise and joy, we reached the Brak river. This iivu 
seldom runs, except after great rams ; at other times it 
consists of a chain ol small poo^o m the bed of the tivcr, 
contairfmg good watei , though in thesummei, when the 
cjuantity must be greatly reduced by absoiption and ex- 
halation, \t probably is all biacki'^h, as the ground con- 
tains much saltpctie. W< travelled along the side ol 
the^e pools until nine, A. M*,when we halted to lefiesb 
oui oven m a nanow valley. Here we icinamcd until 
two P*M. when we weie again m motion. On ckaimg 
this small valley, bounded by using ground, w'e enteicd 
a plain, containing here and there some small hills On 
advancing about a mile, we observed smoke, on one ot 
the lulls. On advancing about a mile, we obseived smoke 
on one ot the hills to cwir left, which our Hottentots said 
was a Signal from some *of qur people' that they had shot 
an elk, and wanted oui assistance to cany it ofl. Ac- 
cordingly we ascendel with oui waggons towards the 
place from whence the smoke pioceeeled. While doing 
so our Bushman left us* unobseived. Our Hottentots 
conjectured that he had supposed we were boors, and 
that we meant now attack a kiaal ot hes qountryinen 
to murder and to take prisoners, and had therefore fled, 
lcav)A|{ bebfed lym Ins bow and ariows. On travelling 
about two miles, we found nn elk^had been killed and 
cutup, wUhwluchwe loaded our wagons, and were 
•obliged to leave part behind for the w-ild beasts, foui 
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black and white crows followed us for a week, tapick 
up any thing we might leave behind atour hhltihg places. 

We halted a little before sun>sct. As soon as it was 
dark, a fire was made on the top of a neighbouring bill, 
as a sienal to inform'oHrBuShmaii where we were, should 
he be desirous of relumfng. We observed some signs of 
Bushmen having been here lately, by their foot-marks, a 
little plaited hair, and a piece of stick newly peeUd. As 
we had not seen a living soul sinee |he first dsy we cn- 
lered the country, we all narrowly inspected these indi- 
cations of inliabitants, and formed various cofijectures. 
None of us doubted that the Bu$bme& were ’ w atching 
our motions from the ndigbbouring mditht^ins, with the 
view of attacking ns, should a favourable op|x>rtunity odor 
it,solf. The river as far as we observed it, runs in a N» W. 
direction. • 

‘i7th. During the night oiir sheep fled from our 
waggons with great precipitation, and though all onr 
people went in pursuit of them, it was long before 
they were found. Their fright and flight were proba- 
bly owing to the appearance of a lion hr wolf. We 
departed about sun-rise, but in less than an hour wore 
obliged, OH 'account of the ram, to halt, as the oxen 
cannot travel in it, their shoulders being soon galled 
by the yoke. Had we been in CaftVaria^ ' we. should 
have been most exposed to an ‘attack during r<im, be- 
cause the Cadres know that wet and damp weather will 
affect powder, but does no injury to their assagays or 
spears ; but in rainy weather Bushmen can de nothing, 
as their bow-strings are made of the entrails of animals, 
and consequently stretch and break, llbermometer at 
noon, 50. *» 

About one P. M, the rain ceasing, we again proceeded 
on OUT journey, and in half an houi'came^o aQ>^ning 
in the hills which led to what we nanied''1il^ks'a'fiiain. 
To view it in every direction was lUtiguing to the eye, 
as nothing was viBible''h|tt short bushes ofr a dull black > 

1-2 
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ha/'t'i'i' being trinter We traced tfcc bed of the Brak 
ftivet in a N. W. direction tdl the etening, vrhen we 
halted near a little wMer. 

SStb. The night neaa exMeln^y cold, when I found tny 
sheepekm^corering of greet advantage. In the morning 
nre had eewrel hail ahowen. At (^ght A. M. we dis- 
patched our interpreter and a Hottentot to visit a kraal 
of Bushmen who were lepoitnd to live about ten miles 
off, Uoinibrm them of our design to he there in the aftei** 
noon, and to luduce them to prevail on their chief to 
cbme and meet ua. They returned with the iniormation 
that the kraal am deaerted, and having seen no person 
they conid not lehm Where they wete gone. 

I have observed three different methods which our 
Hottentot hervants have of baking bread. 1. They plaoe 
the loaf on a gridiron Over the fire. 2. They cover the 
loaf with hot ashes. 3. After sweeping the ground upon 
which a fire hofs been for Some time, they place tAie ioat 
there, and cover it wkh a pot which they surround WiiU 
fire. Perhapnthe last is the best Of the three methods. 
Thermometer at noon, 44. 

We continually met with a ^edes of grass which is 
veiy trotiblt^ofwe. If it even attach itself to the outside 
of the great ooat> the seeds will work tlieir way to the 
dem, which produces* muoh uneasiness. Our clothes 
required tOKbedeared oVthese visitors after every walk, 
orwesififitMM by thh lieg^t. 

During 'the day, cur waggons had several narrow 
aicafMesfiom fidliAg into^pits made by the Bushmen for 
catching boMte. They are five or six feet deep; ht the 
bottom of which is atpe^a poisoned Stake, and the 
mouth IS concealed hy*e slight covedog of bmnehes, 
Mtrewed over wfth graSSt 'that the unsuspecting creature 
walkyqg otveS^ may emk down ahd be taken. Those we 
psyf^j^fi^'tild onWb 

At the phee vvhme we "arrived s^ut sen*aet, the Bmk 
^ifsv ceased* to have a bed i ^ ground heitig flat, it 
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must form itself in the rainy season into an extensive 
lake, as is evident, from the ehsenee of bushes on 
the ground, and the kind of g{aa* trhiofa covers it, 
whie!i at this si:asoa, 'beihg. eritbered, has much the 
appearance of a corh in' autumn. The sun. was set 
before we could reach any waiter, which obliged os to 
stop, lest in the dark we should faU into some of the pits. 

3f)tbi Departed about suo«iise in search of water. 
Thermometer 49. In about an horn’ we came to a little 
water in a hole,, at which we unyoked- the oxen to 
let tliein drink, which they did eagerly, and nearly 
emptied It. ten A. M. we anrived'Vt plenty of water, 
left by the last rain ^bioh happened two di^s before. 
Indeed, but for that shower, we must have been without 
a drop of water. In this matter Providence had kindly 
interposed in our favour. Mr. Mhad having oflfeted to be 
my interpreter, at our monung worship, 1 gave the 
exhortation from 1 Tbesst K 8 — 10, applying the words 
to the believers at Bethclsdorp. I smiled at the remark 
of one of our Hottentots, (Booaak,) after all was over ■ 
“ The truths from that passage, (said be,) have made me 
as light as a leather,” Thermometer at noon, 56. 

At two o’clock, we were again moving forward, west- 
erly, over a Hat country, with hills in various directions 
at a distance: the soil was red' clay, and« covered with 
bushes. Several of us walked mllead in searcUof water 
until it was dark; but recollecting diat nonCof us bad a 
musket, and that consequently we should be defenceless 
if attacked by a lieu, a tige^ or any other animal, we 
judged it best to halt for the wagons. While thus wait>> 
ing, we observed a fire lighted up on the left, which we 
considered as a signal from ofir horsemen that they had 
found' wates ; aod on pushing to the spot tbrot^b the 
bushes, voe found that they had again discovered the 
Brak River, which. bad disappeared for some time. The 
water we had used for some days was no purer tban the 
thickest soap-sudi^ hut what wo had now to> use was stHl 
thicker. 
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Our two Hottentots who belonged to the Zak River 
mission, mentioned another conjecture as to the n ason 
why our Bushman George had so suddenly decamped. 
1’lie Bushmen in that part of the country from u hence 
he came, are always at variance with those xaIioiUc ll ni 
the mountains where he left us, and often steal ftoin 
them. Of course when he saw us alter our din ction, by 
striking up to those mountain^, in conseqiince 'ot the' 
bignal from oui men that they had shot an elk, fiom a 
dread that we might visit some kraals there, he enii)raced 
a favourable opportunity to leave us. 

30th. In the morning, at sun-nse, the, thermometer 
was 31, and ice, about the thickness of a dollar, was on 
tin* pools. jMany wild cotton trees snrrouinhd us. After 
iVfr. Read had preached, seven of us uml(»l together in the 
Lord’s Supper; viz. Mr. Il^ad, who is pastor of the chureli 
atBethelMlorp ; Cupido, who is adtacon ; four Hottentot 
members, and myself. We cimtinued to obseive this 
ordinance during the remainder of our journey on the 
first day of the week, and no doubt that was the fust 
time it had ever been celebrated in that part of Africa. 
Understanding that we should find no more w^ater that 
could be used, till we should reach the (irciit River, he- 
tween forty and fifty miles distant, we went io»ward a 
few miles in the evening,* to enable us to rcticli it on the 
followit>g#lay. We hsflted at water tts salt as the sea; 
and Oupido preached; after which we had much forked 
lightning, succeeded by what resembled sheets of fire, 
followed by thunder and rain. About nine at night the 
loudest thunder I ever heard rolled over our heads, but 
our people seemeil not at al} discomposed by it. 

3lst. Early in the morning 1 was awaked by some 
extremely loud claps of thunder, which made either 
myself, or the waggon in which I slept, to tremble; but 
after it* was repeated three or four times, I fell asleep 
again, and heard it no more. After prayer, we departed 
Indore hun-rise, lo push forward to water. We travelled 
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(hitrlv cvei sand and low bushes. No wild beasts^ ex- 
( t pt two ( Iks were seen, and only a few buds. 

A shoit time aftei day-li^bt appeared, we discovered 
fh( t uk ot one oi two waggons, which made me feel 

Ivubinson Ciusoe did on observing the footsteps of a 
ni in Jii t!ie sand, on the uninhabited island of Juan Fei- 
niiid We concluded they had been waggons from 
KLu Water settlement, that had come to hunt m tlie 
dt seit We soon lost these waggon marks, when we 
liavellcd among long glass, whu h, with the sand, len- 
dtied trivelhiig very heavy and fatiguing both to oui- 
sflves and oxen. At nine, A.M. the plain ovei which 
we had been fravellingi for seveial days became rnnow, 
tin ground rising on each side. We named a range ot 
hills <0 thf westward. Society Hills. At ten, A M. the 
hushts were laiger than we had^been accustomed to, and 
low trees appealing at a little distance, we considoed 
them indicationb ot oui approach to tht Gieat R»vei. 
We passed son<e wild Bushmen’s huts formed of the 
Inanches ot trees, but without any inlnhitant. We left 
the Brak River, whose watei continued silt, and travel- 
led due N. We piocecdtd ovii a use ot led sand and 
tall glass, winch extended about three miles; we then 
pdbsirj ovei sand mixed with stoius of various kinds, 
many of which would probably have been prized by 
J uiopeau Japidaiies, a few ot ♦fi^se I picked up. Ther- 
mometer at noon, 61 ^ 
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CHAP. XII. 


'Irrival at the Great River — Bents Kraal — Trmelhng on 

the Banks of the Great River-^Bushman baptized — Cross* 

ing River, 

Akuivinq at thesummit ofa loi^ ascot, about two 
o’clock, we had a view of the long wrshed for river. The 
eyes of all weie directed towards it, adiiyring its grand 
and majestic appearance, and ex()rt'ssing a stiong desire 
to drink of its pure wateis Now that we beheld this 
tempting object, we grudged every iiiinutc which de- 
tained us from it. It might aluady, in a cei tain sense, 
be called “ a iiver of life for even the sight gave fiesb 
strength, vigour, and animatioiv, to everj one of us. \Ve 
found it farther otf than our wishes at hist tfd ns to con- 
ceive, for we did not leach its banks till three o’clock, 
when every one rushed towards it, tnid^ drank eagerly, 
till satisAed. Being accustomed to tbicx and brackish 
water, we extolled the purity and sweetness of the Great 
River water. Neither the thickets with which its banks 
werecoveied, nor the steepness of its sides, seemed any 
impedimei^t to the caHl$ approaching it; they pushed 
he^lcssly fdi^raid till Uieir n^ouths reached it, when the 
rapid motiOQh of every ts I indicated satisfaction aijid en- 
joyment. we had eaten nothing since the preceding 
day, in t^rqsequence of our h'aste to reach the river, we 
had no dhoner satisfied our thirst than we felt our hunger, 
and hastened* tp remove that also. The cattle had thou- 
sands of acres of high grass at hand, to which they in- 
stantly mn, on quenching thekr thirst. 

Beir^ uncertain bow far we were from our settlement 
atKlaar Water, after sun-set we made a fire of six or 
ai^pt rotten trees where we halted, and another of a 
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Similar Size on a neighbounog hili,a$ a signal to aDDOunte 
our arrival. The river being as broad as the Tbatues, at 
London bridge, being also deep and uipid, the crossing 
\with waggons appeared sosiewhat foiniidable. 

It is rather singular that we should have crossed the 
Bushm in’s country without meeting one human being, 
except one fami^ on the day we entered it. 1 bat even 
tbe part which we crossed has some inhabitants I have no. 
doubt, fiom the remains of huts which we discovered in 
two or three plUicga; but their number must be very 
small. It fills the mind with regret to sea so latge and 
beautiful a portion of Qod’s earth so dlstitute of popular 
tion, and to thiiihoi itf piroducmg, year after year, pio> 
vender sulbcient to support mdhoiw of c'attle, whilst 
only a few wild beasts roam over it. Many of the ways of 
God are lusciutable, and the permission of this seems to 
be one of them. 

June 1. This morning .two Buahmen came to us, m 
consequence of heai mg the report of out muskets. They 
engaged, foi a little tobacco, to cany a letter to Mr. An- 
deison, our misaionaiy friend at Klaar Water, (which is 
two days' journey beyond the Great River,) that he and 
some ot bis friandg might come to our assistance in cross* 
mg the river. After Te<:eivii|gtheletter,they continued watt* 
mgfei aometime, and we could not conjeetpre the reason 
why they did noi wt off tmmeijfWltloi; nor cqu'd we in- 
quire, as none efour mterpretam treahat at length, 
supposing they expected the tobaeoo pmvio<^ to per- 
loimiug the aeniK,e, we presented eagh tbeib with a 
piece, on receiving which they immediate^ proceeded on 
their journey. Thermometer^ gtooen, 66 . 

At two, P. M. when on thd eve of departure, tntirder 
to leach the ford higher up the river, the Chief of a Bu8h*> 
man’s kraal joined us to conduct us to tbe lord. He was 
accot^nicd by nine of his people riding on oxen, with 
some iiedestnaus. The Chief wore a hat, a a^xt blue 
coat) and skin tiowam:** Tlie others wobe only sheep- 



134 JOURNEY ACROSS THE (1813. 

I 

skin cloaks, loosely tbiown over them. Most of them 
had their faces and hair rubbed over with red paint. 'J'he 
Chief could speak the Dutch languas'e, and once resided 
at the Klaar Water settlement, which he left in order to 
have two wives, which is not permitted at the institu« 
tioii. 

Wc travelled along the banks of the Great River in au 
easterly direction, among tall withered grass, in the fol- 
lowing order: ist. Eight Bushmen riding mi oxen. 2d. 
Our baggage waggon and twelve oxen. 3d. Bush- 
man on oxback, and our guide on horseback. 4tb. My 
waggon and ten oxen. 5th. Our flock of sjiieep and goats, 
bth. Our third waggon and ten ox%n. 7 th, The chief and 
his son oil oxen, with two of our people on horseback.— 
8th. Our spare oxen. 9th. Our armed Hottentots, walk- 
ing scattered. The whole formed a curious caravan, 
which, had it proceeded along the streets of London, 
would have collected a crowd of spectators equal to that 
on His Majesty’s going to St. Paul’s. 

We arrived at a place opposite to the ford a little after 
sun-set, when the chief rode off to his kraal, to bring 
more of his people to attend our evening worship. In 
about an hour he returned with them. We invited him 
to our tent, and gave him a cup of coffee, which he re- 
lished. While taking it>, Mr. Read asked him if he knew 
Sneubery, iii the distrfetof Graaf Reynet, which he said 
he did. He then a^pd him how long he thought we had 
been in travelling from thence to the place where we now 
were. After thinking a little, he said, he supposed two 
months. He was greatly surprised when we informed 
him we bad only taken tyrelve days; for the road by 
which he supposed we most have come was extremely 
circuitous ; of course be bad no conception that he had 
been living so near the colony. 

2d. There was an intense white frost during thejiight, 
and at si|p-rtse the thermometer was at 36. At nine, A.M. 
sbraeof us walked to Bern’s kraal, two miles higher up 
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the river It stood on a bairenspot, all gravel, Without 
ill) inch of cultivation ; but the scenery about the river 
was clianninff. Another par( of the kraal was on^the 
liont ol a hill about half a mile to the south. Boozak sat 
in the middle of a'^gioup for about two hours, telling 
them ol the true God, and Jesus Christ, whom he had 
sent into the world to save sinners. The interest which a 
youn^ man, w ho ^at immediately beside him, seemed to 
tiike in what he said, I shall not soon forget. Aftei it 
was over, tins young man said, From wOat I have just 
lieaid, I feel as if I were a new man ; as if I had entered 
into a new life. I wonder that God has preserved me 
fiQin lions, and rtephaats, winch I have encoun- 

teicd, that I might hear the things which I have been told 
to-day.” His eyes were constantly fixed on the lips of 
Uoozak, and a most ‘'i^nificant smile was continually on 
Ins countenance. 'I he people expressed willingness to 
uMi any iniss»ion we inight,cstablisb among them. They 
.Insured us that no more people could live at Klaar VVatei 
than weie already tlieie, and that some belonging to the 
s« ttlcnient were obliged to live as far from itas they were. 

The day was opprcs>8ively hot, notwithstanding the 
cooliie'^s ot tlie morning. The thei mometdt in the sun, 
t noon, was hO. Most of the kraal followed us to our 
waggons, when Boozak addiessecj them again. 

When sitting by my self on ihef bank of the Great River, 
among the trees, taking a sketch of it, two men on the 
opposite side observed me, and called out somethiug in a 
loud voice, but in a language I could not undeistand. I 
called to them that they might^know I beard them They 
could see me much better than I could see them ; for the 
sun shone over the hill upon itle, while they weie in the 
shade. At men in the efemng a large comp iiiy, to be 
in such a wilderness, attended worship. Besides our own 
people, there were about tliiity Bushmen and Coiannes. 
When Mr. R. had delivered an address fiom ihe memo- 
rable story of the jailor at Phdippi, Boozak sat m the 
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mkist of the strangers, and repeated to them, in the Hot- 
tentot tongue, the substance of what bad been said, with 
many remarks of bis own. He also addressed an old 
man, who after every ^ort sentence gave bis assent, or 
repeated it : frequently sfweral at tbe same time called 
out, aat ! or yes. The sight was strange and truly in- 
teresting. They remained till near midnight; and from 
th(' number of tongues talking at the same time, we could 
baldly hear one another in tbe tept 

3d. Tbe night was cold. Thermometer, .tt sunrise, 34* 
Most of the Bushmen remmned all night. I amused them 
a little by letting each see himself in a looking glass, at 
which most of them stared withi much gravity. While 
sitting by tbe river several birds amused me by their notes. 

4tti. White frost during the night. Thermometer, at 
noon, 70. Them was no appearance of help from the 
other side : perhaps Providence prevented our removal 
for the sake of the poor kraal whom we were instructing. 
In the evening 1 addiessed them from Mph ti. Jl. &c. — 
Mr. U. interpreted to Bern, their Chief, in Dutch; and 
he repeated it in tbe Coxanna tongue, with a natural ora- 
tory extrecnely interesting, ^fter {irayer, Mr. R. said 
some things which Bern interpreted ; then Cupido men- 
tioned some things to him that he might tell the people. 
Our sheep were all missing for some time ; but six of our 
people, vvho Vent inarch of (bam, found them, and 
brought Hem hack to tbe waggons. Some our Hot- 
tentots went acrossi the river on purpose to try its depth, 
hut effected it with great difficu'ty, owing to the strength 
of the current. Howevea*, it appeared to be falling, 
though slowly. 1 housauds of aci es of fine bay, upwards 
of two feet lung, surrounded out waggons; hut it must 
be allowed to rot, being of little use in this j^^irsakeh land. 
Could it be transported, free of expense, to London, 
what a fund for doing good would it not produce ! Our 
sheep were again missing, and were not found tdl three 
hours after sun-set. 
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6 th. Thermolueter, at san>ri'jse^ 40 : at noon, 70 . A 
parson arrivad from Mr. Andeiwa,, Wit^ a letter, acknow- 
ledging tire receipt ^ mine; biA'ot^»eHing, thatndt be- 
ing able to learn at r»hat;forfiS^te,ii^^ he had pat off 
coming to us ttH fte should db^io 1bi$' information from 
some of his people.’ iHowerCr, . a captain, or chief, con- 
nected with KlaarWater,,eaine toihe other side to a^ist 
us. Tbe&raalaoo tl^is side are under him: the cattle 
are all bis properly, only the pedple have the milk for 
attending to them. Bern, the-htead or- chief, is his 
brother, and employed by' him. 'Be informed us of a 
ford, a few dS^s faijgfaer up the river, which he was con- 
fident we should be aWe to cross without the trouble of 
taking out waggons to pieces, and carrying them over on 
rafts composed of trees tied together; On receiving this 
information, we instantly began to prepare for proceeding 
towards it; but why he concealed th'is inforititition far 
four or five days I knew not, unless to secure our com- 
pany. When evesy thing was ready for departing, ex- 
cept yoking the oxen, we' foutid they were missing, 
throngih the inattention of our Hottentots, which detain- 
ed us till after snn-sot, (five, P. M.) when we again got in 
motion, tb the great jOy . of onr dogs, who expressed it in 
a very divetting manner. • 

We stop'pedforsome'^time at,Bmn’s kraal as we passed. 
The poor creatorei^ eStpressedyegi^ at our leay'mg them, 
especially one young tnaUi /to Mr.' B. f visited several of 
their hnts, in which hardly dnythihg Was to be seen but 
the fire; ^et they appeared. to becbeetful and contented, 
ittt nttehtit '{ observed five orVht ydtmg people scrambling 
amotilg ashes fer stnifiTroots resemblihg the crocus, which 
tboy’ t^' ipaStd), greedily as they ibund 
thttd; Mahyhffhe people in Dutch, Good night.*' 
Wie procited^d tiff 'ahoiA^e.^t> P.’'M.^When wo halted 
near the iiiv^ andfbmsd plt^ Wo passed 

a few obsi^i^ a signal 

tuade firiopidbt oh^'die other side^ itfeimatiug that 
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they were travelling to the eastward along with us. Such 
an occurrence is peculiarly pleasing, after travelling so 
many days in a desert without seeing pne inhabitant. 

Utb. Tliermoirieter, at sun-rise, 50. TlioUgli the fifth 
week in winter, at nine in the morning the heat began to 
be oppressive ; the swallows and butterflies were flying 
every where around. I observed a Bushman’s pit seven 
or eight feet deep, near our waggons. The bed of the 
river appears here to be about half a mile wide, but seems 
only to be entirely covered after greats rams. ^Thermo- 
meter in the sliade, at nine, A. M. 66 : at noon, in ditto, 
76: in the sun, 54. There was much distant thunder, 
but we enjoyed sun-sbine'all the day. . ‘ 

Pretorius, a Biishman belonging to our company, who 
had lived a considerable time at Bethelsdorp, on making 
a confession of his faith in Christ, was baptized by 
Mr. R. in the Great River, which was a solemn and 
aflecting service. 

At two, P. M. Bern drove thirty oxen across to us 
from the other side: the stream carried them down with 
great speed for a quarter of a mile, and all got over ex- 
cept one which returned, and would not enter the river 
again. Two men followed the oxen on what they call 
a w^ooden horse, which is a thick, branch of a tree, with 
a long pin stuck into it. On this they lie flat, suspend- 
ing their clothes on a ^lok, and driving themselves for- 
ward by ‘their feet, as a person swimming. A tliird 
crossed on a real horse; fpr a cons^erable time nothing 
was seen above water but their leads. 

7tb. In the inorni^ we ‘found^ from fresh foDtstep^ 
which we saw, that .a lion had approached very near us 
during the night, without doing aby barniv At sun'rise 
we prt^eeded along the banks of the river, tirevellingfover 
stones hf air sizes until ten A. M. wheto we! hajted. On 
our way we observed ithe fresh, footsteps bf an dncooi' 
^^ly large lion, such as oiir new friends t^ld. us .abound 
;^‘tbt8 quarter. ^ One of ouir pilople.Jbuni^thiree 'large 
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ostrich eggs iu time for dinner, one of which nearly dined 
four of us, and tasted remarkably well. 

' At eleven, A-M. I was informed that three waggons 
were come in sight on the other side of the river to meet 
us, but the stream seemed to present a formidable ob- 
stacle to our union. Thermometer, at noon, 84. 

'inhere is a bush abounding here, significantly named 
Stop‘a*while» Its branches are full of thorns, exactly the 
shape of a fishing, hook; so that if they catch hold of 
your clothes as you pass, you mu^it stop a while, some- 
times a long while,, before you can get clear of them, ns 
I frequently experienced afterwards. In clearing one arm 
from it, the other is caught ; and without the cautions 
assistance of a second person there i& no escaping from 
its hold, but by main force, and losing part of your 
dress. 

We departed at three P.M. as did tlie waggons on the 
other side. About four o’clock we came to a plain of 
great extent, indeed without any visible termination 
either to the S, or E. producing only heath, intermixed 
with spots of tall withered grass. We conjectured that 
this was the north side of Wilks’ Plain. 

There was the appearance of lime in different parts 
we passed. The soil is red, with here and there gravel 
mixed with stones of cotisiderable size, which tried the 
strength of our waggons. The primrose and several 
flowers were in bipom. AtniiTe P.M. we re^pched tin* 
ford. Our friends on the other side had lighted up two 
fires to point it out, but we had to wait for day-light be- 
fore we could*attempt to cross it. 

Some of our people w^ho preferred travelling along the 
side of thei rivet to going r^uiid a mountain with the > 
waggons, fell in with five lions at different times, and 
Mr. R. particularly whs much exposed to one of them, 
which bit and wounded one of our dogs very severely, 
leaving the marks of its large teeth in the creature’s 
back. It suffer^ much, but in about a month it w as 
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Completely recovered. They aliso shot at three sea rows, 
but killed none, in cotisequetice of firing too early. 

8th. Now arrived the time for crossing the fbrmidable 
liver. The morning was providentially fine. Soon 
after day. break, one of our people entered the river on 
horseback, to ascertain its depth, and got across without 
much difficulty. Eleven Oriquas retumed with our 
Hottentot on horseback, to assist us in crossing. All 
were employed in elevating the bagarago in our waggons 
as high as possible, by means of stones and timber put 
under them, to prevent the water reaching them. At 
ten A.M. every thing being in readiness, we advanced 
towards the nver, and went over in -the following 
order 

1st. Part of oiir loose oxen driven by thtee Hottentot.s 
on horseback. 

2t\. My waggon, with three mounted Gnquas on 
each side, to prevent the oxen turning out of the 
right way. » 

3. More loose oxen driven by two mounted Gnquas. 

4. The second waggon, with two Griqaas on each side. 

6. The baggage waggon , with three Griqpas on each side. 

0. Hottentot on horseback, carrying ajpayed. 

7. Four of our di^s driven down by the current. 

8. Sheep and goats driven by three Griquas swimming 
on wooden lioyses. They also kept op the heads of three 
goats wh,vch were bad sVimmers. 

9. More oxen driven fay three Griquas on wooden 
horses. 

Nothing was now left bqhind but two ^gs that were 
too timid to venture over. However, in about hidf an 
hour one attempted, and supceeded in teaching us ; the 
other then threw himself into the river, and was equally 
successful ; so that by two o’clock in the afternoon aU 
were sa#ely'airived in Griqualand, through the kindness 
, of a gracious Providence. We received a hearty welcome 
the country from 8am, a Captain or Chief of the 
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Gnquab, whose oxen had drawn oar waggons^ 
the last two da>8. • 

Thermometei at noon*. YS. We dii)£4 o* ^ 


shot by our people In the our 

was much increased by the a^il^ 


Mi 


At ten P.M. we heard the strand of a w 
ing, which we expected would bring Mr 
twenty minutes be arrived. We wereg!a 
biothei m so remote a region* and he ap 
pleased to meet with ua.« .After conveAiatog 
wc all went to rest. * 


Tr 
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jt s-r^ 

Journey beyond the Great l^toer^ — Arrival at 

01 Gnqua Town- — Journey to Lattakboi 

At seven A.M. aHier an Address by Mr. Apd|^<gi,.|K(^ 
prayer, we took leave Of Bejra and bis peoplei^llm 
the Great River ; bpt we bid hot tra-velled abojK ap hp^ 
when Bern’s horsemen overtook' us*. mformjS^ 
immediately on our leuv^* it 

and soon became xtnpas, sable was no ^ubtjbiC|$n!ii> * 

sequence of great tains having fallen higher Nip tti ' 

Thw intelligence made qs admire thd ^mdij^videneglM 
God* tbatbronghbus to- Read’s Ford*# tii«^reper||i^ 
for had' we been four ai^ twenty 'kovrs la(iM«,*tim^W 
have beendftamed bismy daj^, dwliich oBsttyi wiB MH 
and our grovisituiA might huye^ been entirely 
Indeed* 1 bauuobserved s chain pf ftVpur 9 li^m^mH||| 
during fhe wkblsjbumey* visw«|i|^n||jHK 

the prayers et miojr tAttstwofi in Brttam«Pl^^^H|| 
who weceftdveUing in the wiideniess* 
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At eleven A. M. we halted a ,ittle while to visit a 
Bushn)an*s kraal, on rising ground, to the left of the 
road, 'rhe peoplj^ were; employed by one of the Griqua 
captains to watch- hi$; settle, for wlwch service they are 
allowed to Use the niUH of tlfe cows, and Bushmen are 
generally found to he faithful herdsmen. Their huts 
.were similar to those we saw on the south side of the 
river- — low, shaped like an oven, aird covered witli mats 
made, of reeds. The people were the picture of w'retc hed- 
ne^s, with little c^hjng, yet* they appeared cheeriul. 
They had some fine children,* who wore nothing what- 
ever except a ro.*v of beads round their necks. A young 
woman had a long piece of copjw r lr.mging from one ear, 
and a round piece of the same metal, about the. size of a 
dollar, hanging from liie oUier: another person, whom 
1 supposed to be hei husband, had exactly the same. 
The only warlike weapons which I observed, were three 
baridsoine CafiVe assagnys. . ^ 

At one. P. M. coming to a clump of trees, we halted to 
refresh Onroxen and ourselves, but there was no water; 
indeed there is none from the river to Klaar Water 
station, which is a long jqurney. .At ten P. M. 

when wdthin half a mile of the:Si^Uement, our people 
fired to announce our approacti, and the salutation was 
soon returned ; after which we* arrived, and received a 
cordial welcome fro,*ri fti^ds. 

lOtti- At § A. M. wd attended tUeip ordinary morning 
worship, at wbiuh two of.ili|ee hundred were present. 
The day waa^apent in cc iversjjng generally about mis- 
fiionaiy atfairs ; and in the evening Mr. Rea<ii .pri^ched 
to a large congregation, vyho all seemed attentive. 

11th. After breakfas/; we visiM eight fainUies who 
lived at a little distant^, In one house I notie^.a large 
Dutch quarto Bible ;^and in two other booses,, parts of 
th^pPeW Testament, .Iivone hut a black ^^irl w&s grind- 
ing wheat, in manner that attracted my attention. She 
^ bad a large fiat stoiw, on which 8he> Uid a/ handful of 
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Vr heat, .md with arour J black stoue, bruised aAut twenty 
grams at a time, by reptsited strokeis. When beaten 
sufTiciently small, she moved the ffour to the side, and 
brought turward a tew grams more to be beaten. I re* 
marked that a hungry man could eat faster than ahe 
could grind, which those present coulessed to be very 
possible. 

NVe e\animed the fountain, or spring fiom whence 
then water comes, which was abundant ^md well tasted, 
but when it arrives at the vilhage, ||jb>chr is only about 
half a mile distant, it is a little brackish, owing to the 
giouiid thioiigh which it runs being m|xcd with salt* 
petic. Some of tli» people have small gaidfens, producing 
pumpkins, 'abbages, kidney beans, peas, tobacco, millet 
or liidiaii com, &c. The garden belonging to the mis* 
siouaues is laige and very pioductne. T have not seen 
larger or better potatoes in Africa. The plumb and 
peadi trees aie also tall and thriving, and then vine>ard 
has this year begun to yield a little fruit. In the after* 
noon attended to the concerns of the settlement. 

12tli. Visited the smith’s shop, where some of the 
piople wore at woik in the best manner they could, but 
having no one to iiistiuct them, they aie iiol great pro* 
Ik icnts m the ait. 

13tli. At the moining prayei-n^eehng, Cupido from 
Bitlielsdorp, Bern the Captain, with Messist Andeison 
and Read engaged ni prayer. Thenuonieter ai eight, 
A M 49, and Ice a quaitcr of an inch thick was on the 
water. AVhile leading, on a lull pehiad the village, the 
bell lang for worship, the sound ot which among the 
hills at once strongly brought to my lecoliect.oii the 
country now veiy far distant, wheie I spent my eailiest 
years. After Mr. Read had preached, we partook together 
ot the Lord’s Suppei, at wh’ch were present, Onquas, 
Hottentots, Dutch, Rnglish and Scotdi, comniemotatiog 
the death of Uiin who died fdr the salvation qf men of 
til lands under heaven, and whoso gospel is,suited to tho 
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wants of a^ the tribes of the earth. In the afternoon I 
preached thiough two intel'preters, to the Coraniias. 
When I had spoken a sentence ip English, Mr. Anderson 
repeated it in Dutch) and a third person, (Captain Kok,) 
in the Coranna tongue This process was not so tedi> 
ous as might bb supposed, but 1 observed that it required 
at least double the time to express it in the Coranna lan- 
guage, as in English or Dutch. The text was 1 Pot. ii. ‘i. 
About three hundred httendod, many fi‘om considerable 
distances. SevCral^bf the Cnquas wcit dressed much 
like the common people in England. The Coranna iii- 
terpiPter stood With bis coat off, and seemed fatigued by 
speaking so often. Most of thb people sat on the ground, 
for they are not accustomed in their houses to sit on 
seats. Those who had seats, at least some of them, ap- 
peared to he tired by sitting so long in that posture. 

14th. Having resolved to visit the <ity of Lattakoo, 
considerably higher up Africa, we occupied the fore- 
noon in making preparation for it. Alter dinner, six of 
us rode to a small hill about four miles to the eastward, 
which IS studded wittv cbrystal, many si'xagomcal pieces 
of winch we gathered, and had we had a hammer we 
might have brought away some better specimens. The 
gioulid around it is full of saltpetre, and of course pro- 
duces litilq pasture, cnly btishe? and rushes. 

Til y expect somli Ain here in S^tember, but their 
rainy season is in NovemW, December, and January. 
Their cows give no mifk excl^t While the calves continue 
to suck. 

15th. Every thing being ready Ibr our journey to 
Lattakoo, vre went into the meeting bouse, 'and were 
commended by the chuVeb to Ihc guidance an4 gracious 
protectioh of God, m the presence of all the inhaJntants ; 
aflier which, at four P. M. we departed, accopipauied by 
Mir. Anderson and Adain Kok, followed by the farewells 
,Sof the people. We were in three waggons, but two 
I, i^hets Were to follow on the morrtfw. About five o’clock. 
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a liftle befoie siin-spt, we observed four or five lions on 
a using giound a little to the right of the path- On our 
approai bmg nearer they turned round and looked towards 
Ub ; but as they seemed willing to Jet us pass witJiout 
molestation, wo gave tliem none. 

Not far from the same place where these lions were, 
thcGiiquas, a short time ago, shot a lioness, that had 
thivc young ones following her, winch they bioughf 
home and kept for some time; but when they began to 
kill the Iambs and attack the sheep^ they judged it time 
lo put them to death. Our waggons were now and then 
nearly in the Bushmen's pits. ^ 

Lately there wt^s a Iioii that did much mischief, and 
they could not get him shot; but they contrived a snaie 
which succeeded. They surrounded a fountain of water 
with a licdge of bushes, leaving only a small entrance ; 
at the side ol which they placed a loaded gun, with a 
cord fastened to !hc trigger, which went acioss the en- 
tiance, at a proper height- The unsuspecting lion, being 
f busty, (Mine to this fountain to drink: on entering, his 
foot came upon the cord^ which fired off’ the contents 
into his* body, and he fell dead upon the spot. 

After five hours tiavellmg we halted for the night neajr 
Oiigeluck Fountain- ’Wo heard % roaring of;beveral 
lions not far off’- ' 

Ifith- At sun*rise the tbejpoxi^er was A Bpot- 
chuana man came to us from a neighbouring kraal, to 
inquire about his son, who had been detained by a boor 
in the colony when accompanying some KUar Water 
waggons to Cape-town, Poor man*, he seemed much 
concerned for the capUyity of his son among the white 
people- We, promised, on our^ return to the colony, to 
endeavour to procure his release, which appe«^red to af- 
ford him a little .satisfaction. When leaving us he called 
several times to his dog, whmb means 

affectionate wife. Aliouk hipe, A. M. we walked to the 
i^raal from vijfaence he i-ame, w hich lay'abput three mile? 
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ta the uostwaid. Wc travelled along a serpentine valley 
Ktwedi low hills, lamorig tall glass, tvhich bad a fine 
appearance Though almost in the middle ol \Mntfi, 
we loiind it oppresfiivf^ly hot On oui way to the kunl 
ue came to Ongeluck, or Unfoitunate Fountain. If 
reieived this name from sonic Griquas, nho had Ixm 
snooting tiiere, who rested themselves under the shade 
of a camel-tlioui-tree, the root of wlmii only now le- 
mainv. While resting, the gun oi v who was sharp4 ii- 
ing Ins flint, went oft, and shot his nciga! our who sat by 
him. The pooi man, alter lingciing a few days, died. 
At one time there were hopes ol Ins recovery; but a 
person letting off a gun near tne hui wlure he lay, so 
alarmed him in his weak state that he died soon 
after. 

On aniving at the kraal, T went into the Captain’s hut, 
and sat down upon the only stool in it. They made an 
apology to Ml. Read becaure tluj had not a stool for 
him and Mr. Andeison, who weu* fcinndmg without, say 
ing that they wete always accubtomed to sit on Uie 
ground, and had no occasion foi stools The Captain 
went behind andbiought out an empty snuft-box, which 
he began to sciape, as if m order to find snuff. 1 under- 
stood him, and gave him a supply from my box. U*s 
wife, and spme others in the hut, were covead wth 
beads/>and with brass/ coppet, and ivory iings round 
then aims and legs. 

W4 visited vanous’ hu^s, and found several persons 
who lould read their letteis, having been taught them 
at Klaai Water* They appeareci to have nothing to do 
but to sit talking on flic outside of their liuts-^ Aftei 
convetsing with them about an hour, we took leave, and 
returned to our waggons. I trust Mr* Andersod, ou his 
return home, will send some ot his people to them to 
leach some of theft) to read, and they will teach others; 
and as they understand the Dutch language, they will 
thereby be aWe to read the word of God. Our walk was 
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pleasant, the day icseniblinpr a fine Kn«:lisli summer day. 
SeveiAl bnslus weie in beauiifid flower, winch uiad<^us 
It WAS wintir. 1'he ptopie though destitute, as 
linropeans would tlunk, oteveiy ouMvarii comfort, were 
cheeilul and apparently happy; but this appearance 
niedit arise from tlie udvelry of our visit. Most of tbcir 
children wcic extremely tei rifled when I approached 
them, pcreamimj with all their mn^ht, takiucf •^efuge 
undei their inotlicis’ hbecpskin cloaks, their only cc- 
venng. 1 was pleased to observe a wa‘>aon, tbouirh an 
old one, winch no doubt was the propel ly of the Head* 
man. Thermometer, at noon, 70. 

Departed at P.M* travelling in* a valley bounded 
b} ranges of hills on the right and left about ten or 
twelve miles distant from each other d'be range to the 
v/C'twdul commences at the Great River, and runs seve- 
ral days journey into the interior* The soil is red eailh, 
at piesent coveied with tall withered grass, reaching 
above the bellies of the Oxen, in which we could not 
walk without much pain ansmg from the prickly seeds 
of It attaching to our clothes, ’and working their way 
through to the skm, and not easily extracted. 

At five, P.M. we passed a place, where an affecting 
event happened about twelve years .ago. 'Two brothers 
^ the name of Bergover, (bastard Hottentots*) with 
*eir families, had left the Ce<Ja*lr^ Mouniayis in the co- 
lony, along with one Kok, 4iftd another pei^on, So settle 
on the Krooman river, wfiere they remained for some 
time^ and were returning in a waggon. A little higher 
up tht country they were attacked by a party of wild 
Bushmen, and* one of the brothers was killed. The 
other defended the waggon with his gun, till the wives 
and children yoked the oxen* Then he drove it, and 
defended them for a long time with bis musket, which 
he frequently fiied off, but Only with powder to frighten 
them, not having time tp load it with hail. When he 
came to this place, soma Of the Bushmen, ^ho had got 
there before, and lay concealed behind a*bush which bo 
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was to pa^'i, shot him dead witli tlu^ir poi<?onccl anow's. 
Tly coijsfei nation of the two helpless widows, anil tbcir 
fathtiless cliildien, may be more easily ronreivfd than 
expressed, when they saw the only remaining man 
bieatUe his last, and themselves at the mercy of the most 
savage of mankind ; but that God who is the widovv\ 
fiiend had help at hand. At this interesting ciisis a 
Lunddrost, who was travelling m the interior, came ni 
sight With his people, on which the Bushmen ran olT 
without obtaining the booty they liad so eagerly desired. 
Thus these poor widows and fatherless vdulditu weie 
almost miiaculoUsIy rescued fiom the hands of the cruel 
barbarians, when'just lifted up to df>troy them. In- 
formation was immediately conveyed (o Klaar Watci, 
from whence a paity was inslanlly dkspatched to guaid 
them thither. Kok was also murdeied some time after. 

Halted at sevem P. M. by the side of some tall thorn 
trees, but there was no water. The moon shone veiy 
pleasantly, but the night was -cold; hovv<\er, this was 
countei^Cted by a large fiie, plenty of firewood being 
at hand, 

17th. Thermometer at sun-rise, 34. Set off at eight, 
A. M. and ronched John Bloom’s Fountain about eleven. 
This fountain derived its name from a person who died 
about fourteen years ago, who was a umaway from the 
colony, ami ;)ut himseK at the head of many Bushmm, 
Coiann».s, nnd Hottentots, end lived on the plunder of 
other kiaals. As he i. sided^chiefly at this fountain, it 
was called by his name, is full of iwds ten or twelve 
feet hi^li. With many birds’ nests hanging like bags from 
them. I’herraotaetei at noon, 70. 

At two, P.M. we were ugaiii on our Way. At four wc 
halted at Blink Fount r in, at the bottom of Blink (or 
Shining) Hill; so called on account of a shining stone 
resemWing the lead Of which pencils are made in Eng- 
laiul. This the Bootchuanas and others giiud to powder, 
iSwhich they use lu the same w^ay as hair powdei is used 
in Europe. The rod stone with which the surrounding 
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nations* [)aint their bodies comes also from thi*^ liili, and 
no doubt, forms an article of tiade or e\< liange* The 
hill IS low and* Hat on the top, where there aie sevcial 
huge rocks, of a dark brown colour, which aie very cu* 
nous. We ascended to these roiks, the sight ot which 
amply repaid us for the labour. Tiiereaie many indica- 
tion^ that the hill has been pioduged by some \olranic 
eru[)tiun ; most of the stones lying about have the ap- 
peaiance of having been burnt to a cinder at some remote 
period of antiquity* 

About sun-set our hoi semen anived, with the tidings 
that they had killed one buflalo, and^ wounded two. The 
buftalo IS oftcij extremely furious when woiindtd and 
not div?])|cd. Should the person <lirnba tree, iii oidcr 
to escape, he is fu fiom being out of danger, foi the 
buflalo will luii with violence and stiike the tree with 
bis massy hoins, wdiicli covet as with a helmet the tiown 
of his hcMd ; the stroke of which will so shake the largest 
tieis as to require a firm hold indeed to pieveiit the pri- 
son from falling to the giound, and being const quuitly 
tossed i»ito the air by the horn’s of the enraged animal. 
Oua two additional waggons from Klaai WaUr joined us 
about seven, P. M. so" that now we were a (ouHideublc 
body, having five waggons and four horses. 

The fountain being at a small distance fiotn the place 
""at which we halted, onr peopfq brought water fiom a 
hole at hand, which tested tolerably wefl, though 
It had a more foul appearance than any j liad ‘-eon 
thrown away in England. To find this hole leadily 
after dark, one of our people lighted up a hic among 
the tall reeds where it was. Contrary to hb inten- 
tion the fire t^pread over the whole plain as far as thf 
rushes extended, and produced one of tlu grandest 
objects I ever beheld, like the burning of a city ; but “ 
grand as it was, hardly any of our people looked over 
their shoulders to observe it: there was a reason for it, 
however, for they were very hungry, an^ were either 
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eating or ex pc( ting loon to cat, with which nothing must 
inteitcic yet they often fast long without uttering 
aroniplaiiit Thite thiners, exclusive of religion, com- 
jMchciiil all that e igages the attention of South Afiicans 
—money, food, and tobacco. The wonders of God’s 
j tu ating power aiound tbim are viewed with the eyes of 
cattle. Two oi thn-e of our people having observed my 
attachment to floweis, bi ought me a cuiious flower as 
we passed along, but they biougiii it with as little in- 
teiest as a seivant in Britain brings a iirwspaper to his 
iiiastei, evidentt> uninterested in what they bring. The 
fiimamrnt in cam pieachfs to multitudes the handy 
woiks of the Most iligh in this b-mote egioii. When 
the c-onflagiation passed our waggons, without injuring 
them, we went quietly to rest. 

ISth. 'rhermorneter st sun-iise44. Blink or Shining 
Mountain, at the loot of which we were, is a kind of 
Mecca to the surrounding nations. They aie coiihlantly 
making pilgrimages thither, not indeed to pay religious 
homage, but only to obtain fresh supplies of blue powder 
to ornament then ban. , For how many ages this custom 
has existed, none can say; it is from time mfibcmonal, 
and no doubt will continue till some great revolution m 
the sentiments of the people shall take place. In the 
present state of society such a journey must afford much 
enteitainmcnt, having Itttl' ht home to make one day 
diQci liom another. This constant sameness has a ten* 
dtnc> to biiiig the mmd into a kind of torpid state, 
wh'ch it IS distiessing even to witness. The gospel is 
lemarkably fitted fui rousing surb sheping, inactive 
minds, by placing before them the mgjesty and gloiy of 
the mnnitf Jehovah, the eufltess, unbounded felicity of 
the blessed, and the unspeakable miseiy of the wicked in 
the world to come—subjects which m all ages have pro- 
duird wonderlul elbH.r8 0u the human mind, 

^AftPi Seak.i'.t, Mr. Read and I, with one of our 
Hottentots caiiying a lighted candle, proceeded to es* 



JPNE] JOVRNET TO LATTAKOO. 171 

piore this powd r mine. After having descended with 
some difficulty, we went towards tlie centre of the 
mountain, and soon lost si^ht of the world, sometimes 
wading half way up the leg, in black lead dust. • The 
arched roof was full of projecting pieces of the shining 
rock, and large caverns appeared on each side as we 
advanced. The roof at one place, appeared curiously 
carved, as if the woik of art, part of which we were able 
to reach. On touching tliis carved work, we perceived 
it had life, and on cTtaminatioii, wc found it to be com- 
posed of a multitude of hats, hanging asleep from the 
roof and the piojecting ror-ks on the sides of the cave. 
Moving them •iKiekvArnK and forwards neither awoke, 
nor made any of them lose their hold of the rock on 
uhicli they hung by the claws of their hinder legs — but 
luiMing the candle at a little distance under one of them, 
awoke It, when it flew to another part of the cave. I’er- 
liaps we penetrated about a bundled feet into the moun- 
tain, wlion it became so low and narrow that we could 
proceed no farther in that direction. We returned, and 
went by a passage leading to the right, deeper into the 
mountain; at the bottom of the descent wc cnteiod a 
large cavern, the floor of which was strewed with tlic 
bones of animals, and some parts indicated fireshaving 
been made in it, perhaps by, people taking refuge from 
enemies, for it was too gloofhjr and terrific to be chosen 
as a residence even by wild Bushmen. After collet ting 
some samples of the rock, and powder, wcietuinedio 
the mouth of the cave, nearly as black as chimney swt'ep- 
eis by the powder, which flew about so as almost to 
extinguish our lights. 

We were detained at our station until three, P. M. 
by two circumstances — the straying of our cattle in dif- _ 
ferent directions, and the bringing the buflalo that was 
shot the day before. We feared the lions would devour 
it daring the night, but they did not, so we had food for 
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ourselvpsand followers for several days, without diminish- 
ing the number of our sheep. 

Leaving Blink Fountain, we travelled N. among tall 
grass till six in the evening, when the stars being ob- 
scured by clouds, it became so dark, wc judged it prudent 
to halt till the rising of the moon should furnish sufficient 
light to proceed.^ ' Water and plenty of wood being at 
hand, wc kindled three large fires, and made coftce, 
which contributed much to our comfort ip a cold and 
windy night. The- water had the flavour of oil paint, 
but was pure. Part of the curtain which covered the 
heavens being drawm aside, we found sufficient star-light 
to go forward at eight P. M. Wci-eontii'oed in motion 
till after midnight, when we halted at Tamanay Foun- 
tain, under the shelter of camel-thorn trees, which 
forded considerable protection 'from the wind and sleet 
which fell, but did not remain on the ground. We got 
to rest about two o’clock in the morning. 

19th. Thermometer at nine A. M. 36. — at noon, 44. — • 
at two P. M. 50. A few years ago,* the water emitted 
from Tamanay Pobntain was hardly visible; but of late, 
the quantity of water sent forth has been appually in- 
creasing. The same ,thiug has happened - at other foun- 
tains or springs of water in this country. Should this 
become general ip Saptb ^^ica, it will become a more 
fertile uikI pleasbnt coqpb'y; anymore populous. 

As the 'oe.xt fountain Was fQurltQ.pia distant, and 
tlie next beyond it twdlye hbucs, both could not bo 
reached on the same d^, wh ,did not therefore leave 
Tamanay until two P.JVTo intending ,Qnly' ;to -reach *^6 
nearest that day. Our way as usuld. was .through It^ng 
grass and .bushes.' The «oil tiras fed nnd -sandy. A chain 
of bills running northward wgs h lew Jp(iil<)S' frotp .ys .to 
the right, or east of us. 

Some may have wopdjered bow'Athmham and o^her 
patriarchs, in .tlie ages of abh wre peroaiit^ed at 



^BNE.J JOURNEY TO MTTAKOO. 173 

pleasure to take up their residence, with numerous 
Rocks, in countries where tliey were strangers, and with- 
out making any compensation to the natiizc inhabitants ; 
but the same practice is customary in the interior ot 
South Africa, Kraals of Bushmen come and take up 
their residence in the Coraniia countiy as long as they 
please, without being considered iulruders; and the 
C'orauuas do the same m the Bushman country, or in 
any of the other countries. In this way there is both a 
mixture of blood and of languages among the inhabit- 
ants of these regions. 

At sun-set we passed Little Ko^ie Fountain, and at 
six P. M. lialti^ at the Great Kosie, in a small wood of 
camel-thorn trees. Kosie is a Bootchuftna word, which 
signifies ruh, and perhaps is applied to this iountain, 
fiotu their always finding water in it. It was at this 
fountain that the two Bergovers wcie first attacked by the 
Bushmen, and that the first was slain ; and the last time 
Kok’s. uncle was here, notwithstanding tliu vigilante of 
his people, knowing by the baiking of the dogs that 
Bushmen were near, otic of his oxen was earned off at I he 
very time that he and liis people were yoking the icsl. 
Except the kraal we visited at Unfortunate Fountain, 
we had not seen one inhabitant of the countiy sin<« 
leaving Klaar Water, and this was the fifth day. 

In the wood afe two fbrsatcew f oraniia huts, composed 
of branches bf trees and reeds, the shape of fialfa globe 
without a front; but by means of the trees the nibubit- 
ants would be tolerably sheltered from the ivcathei in 
them. In the front they bave a fire during niglit to 
keep their feet warm while asleep, aud to piotet t from 
the intiusionsof wild beasts. About ten at night a wolf 
canjc near us, but after a few angry roais, he walked ofl'. 
The jackals were also noiiy, but their cry is more amus-*" 
ing than terrific. 

SOtb. The night felt extremely cold, and in the morn- 
ing the ground was covered with hoar fr&t, and the ice 
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was half an inch thick. Tbeimometer at eighty M. 2S ; 
thermomcn r at noon in the 8hadt,64: i|i the sun, S4. 
Towaids evening wc left the (Ircat Kosie FounUm, and 
'^at niidiiight. leaclied the mountains which fuim the 
boundary to the S. W. of the Bootcbuaua couhtnes. 
These mountains having no name, we called them Hey- 
noi Mountains. 

Slst. At one o’clock ni the mQrning we entered the 
Matc1iat>fiee country, and at half past throe o’clock we 
Happily arrived at what wo named Steven Fountain. \ 
wolf who ran into the' midst of our poor sheep, lost his 
life in the attempt; and a Jittle dog, that belonged to the 
young Bushman who acconipaniof) us for a few days 
after entonng his country, was crushed to death by the 
wheels of two waggons going over him. 

After breakfast we walked about three miles from 
Steven Fountain to view Kroomau Fountain, from 
whence the livcr of that name proceeds. It is the most 
abundant spring of water I ever had an opportunity to 
examine. I measured it at about a yard’s distance fiom 
the rock from whence it flows, and found it three yards 
wide,*and from fourteen to eighteen inches deep, but 
after a course of lifty or sixty miles it becomes invisible 
by running into plaiha of sand. Perhaps by leading it 
into another direction, or cutting a bed for it across the 
sands. It might become a.tnpre extensive blessing to the 
country. Vhe last e.Kpekiinent ih likely to be the least 
successful, as probably the fltst storm of wind would fill 
up the new bed. We enteied the cave from whence it 
proceeds on purpose to examine it The entrance was 
narrow, but we soon reached a kind of central room^ the 
roof of which resembled tn sli.'ipe, though not in height, 
the dome of St. Paul's Cathedral in Londofe, from which 
went f<^, passages tu different directions, m all which 
strean^of water flowed. Though we had lighted can- 
dles With ( 18 , we could discover no ^nd to any of these 
paSMges. Within, the water was almost lukewarm; but 
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in the oulside it was very dsld, T|>e rock is composed 
of Hmestone. 

Kere John Kok, a boor fiom Cedar Alountain, and 
another, settled, when the Matcliappees resided on the 
Krooman. Kok collected so many elephants* teeth, thatw 
on his' first journey to the Cape, he cleared several thod|t 
sand dollaia, which he spent foolishly on horses, dres»^< 
&c. before be returned to the Krooman. He was sotpi 
after murdered by (wo Matebappees, whom their chief 
delivered up to his widow to be shot; but two of his own' 
Hottentot servants were afterwards considered the chief ag'" 
gressors, having prevailed upon the others to do it. Kok’s 
companion immediately retired from fbe interior, and ob> 
tamed a farm in* the colony. We viewed the remains of 
Kok’s house, and his garden, and after searching for 
some time among the long grass, we discovered his gravp 
also, which none of us could view with indilference. 

Our people supposed that Matecbe, the Matchappee 
king, was already informed of our approach, as he has an 
outpost not far from the Ktooman Fountain ; and should 
any of the inhabitants while nunting, or travelling, ob- 
serve a stranger, and not instantly repair to Lallakoo 
with the information, the punishineut would be death. • 

Left Steven Fountain at four P. travelling north- 
ward among grass from three to four' feet high, and 
bushes, with Reyner Mount^ftiy in a N. W. direction. 
At six P. M. when almost dark, the oxen in our waggons 
took fright, draggfng the wagons full speed m difl'erent 
directions-: at seven, the same scene was repeated, which 
was alarmiag, as the waggons might be dashed against 
each other, or b^ being dragged through great bushes bp 
overturned. Perhaps their, fright was occasioned by 
the dogs being 'only seen among the long giass wjhen 
'they'lesped up, for none of us heard the roar of any 
lion. 

Two Matchappee men joined us, who had been bunt- 
ing, and who bad probably been awakeil frodi sleep under 



176 JODRNEV TO lATTAKOO. (1813. 

r 

a'busb by the cracking of oUr whips* which from tlte 
stillnesb of the night waa heard at a great distance. They 
walked along with us uqtil eight P. M. when we reached 
Townsend Fountain, where we judged it prudent to halt 
till the tnoining, as the oxen were become so timid. On 
dlir kindling a lire, the two strangers sat down nehr it. 
One of them m a lively manner asked many qtwattoiis of 
some of our Giiqiias. When any thing spoketi pleased 
him much, he lepeated the principal word in the sen* 
tence five or aix times with a loud voice, which 1 uhder* 
stood was designed to shew that he was attending to 
what was spoken, and was pleased with the information. 
When he saw Adam' Kok was with us, whom he knew, and 
heard we were going on a visit to Lattakoo' to do them good, 
he said be was glad that he followed the footsteps of his 
father, who had been their friend. He likewise txpiess* 
ed much satisfaction that we had not visited Le^jse’s 
Place, (which is a considerable town on tlie Kiooman 
River, which we had left behind,) befoic we had visited 
Mateebe, at Lattakoo, as at present he Has not on vciy 
friendly terms with Leeyse. They aie daik qoppCr* 
coloured, tall and well shaped. 

The paths in the Coranna district, and lu ceuntiy 
ate all narrow, because the people walk, as wild geesd fiy, 

’ one unmediatity behind the other, a custom paihaps 
owing to a sCaccfty of sul^cts for conversation. About 
nine A. M. the strangeis mbind quietly from our fire, 
and as wc supposed, vrant tat another nf our company « 
but we learned aftetwa^s thqy bad gone ofil 

3Sd. Thoimometer at sira^rhie, 28. At which time 
our Matchappee friebds^rqjoiaed us, having heoo sVith 
some comrades durln^^O ^tgbt. 

At one, P. Af. left 'EWpsepd Fountain, a^d travelled 
among thousands of aciea of long gia88,or hny, r^chtug 
sometimes as high ti|e jb^cks the oxen.' It is 
grievous to see Ipoild tatmanung m a vrd* 

derncss state," Qf |)m aunual pradad^dns of 



JUNE.] JOURNEY TO LATTAKOO. 177 

the ground perishing without being useful either to man 
or beast. Much money must be given in most rountries 
for a small spot of ground; but here a cask of tobacco, 
or a parcel of beads, would purchase a di.strict as large as 
Yorkshire; but I hope better times arc coming to this 
miserable land. 

At half past four, P.M. we came to a fountain of ex- 
cellent water, shaded by a beautiful clump of eameU 
thorn trees, which we named Wau^^h Fountain, and the 
immense plain with which it is surioundod, Pellatt Plain. 
At thi.s fountain a Matchappec, who had been on a visit 
to a distant kraal, joined our company.* He was a fine 
lookiiifT young mj\n, clothed with tanned sheepskins, 
colouicJwith the led stone found at BUnkhill, and his 
.skin painted with the same. Our people felled a tree for 
some necessary purpose, but had no man\s permission to 
ask before they proceeded to work. This being the 
shortest day in tlie year, we observed the sun set about a 
quarter before five o’clock; and being in a plain, without 
visible bounds, and without clouds, the scene resembled 
sun-setting at sea. Here wc first discovered the track of 
Mr, Burchel’s waggon, the only European now alive who 
ever visited the city of Lattakoo, where it now stands. 
The same people once lived three or four days* Journey 
nearer the colony, where they wqje visited by Messrs. 
Truyter, Vanderlingen, and Janza • * lu 

VYe stopped only about half an hour at WaugliToun- 
tain, when we proceeded, accompanied by the Matchap- 
pec until six, P.M. when we halted for the night, wliicli 
proved to be a very cold one. However, having plenty 
of thorn branches at band, we made both a warm and 
bright fire, which rendered thfe night more agreeable. 
Our day resembled fine English days in summer, and 
our nights those of winter. In the day we liad almost 
constant sunshine : in the night, constant moon or star 
light, which, with the aspect of the country, resembling 
an endless field of ripe corn, made this part of the joui 

N 
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ney extremely pleasant. Thoup;h we bad only seen one 
small Gnqua kraal, and three Matchappcc men during 
the last nine days, wc did not feel as solitaiics, for uiir 
oxen, goats, horses, sheep, and dogs, afforded enteitaiii> 
tnent, and our spirits were raiseS as we drew near to the 
aty of Lattakoo. 

23d. At sun-rise we left our encampment, and at 
nine, A.M. halted for refreshment, at a fountain toveied 
with ice near half an inch .hick, wliose Bootcliuana 
name is Hatalakoinuo, or Bottes of n Beast's [lead, the 
water of which was excellent Near this fountain oui 
■people shot a kaoo, about the size of an ordinary ox, 
and gicatly resembling the birffalo t>i the shape of its 
bead and horns, with skin resenihliiig the zebia. Our 
people weie always pleased to see a slaughter of this 
kind, for they had been acmstoniLd iiom infancy to live 
almost entirely on flesh. Thermometci at noon 0’2. At 
one, P.M. we went foiw.nd, taking the knoo into our 
wgggons as we passed : it was cut to pieces, and the skin 
salted that 1 might cany it to Kngland for the gratifica- 
tion of friends. We had been tr-ivelling in Pellatl Plain 
for three days, and had seen no appearance* of a termina- 
tion to it. At three, P. M. a distant bill before us, due 
N. came ip sight, at tfie bottom of which was said to 
stand the city of Lattukoo. At six, P.M. we lialted on 
some ^ising^ ground, and near an tnccellent fountain of 
water, whirh we named Slirnbsole Fountain. 

24tb. Thermometer at sun-rise 34. Two Matchap- 
pees came to our waggons, who informed us that Mateebe, 
the king of Lattakoo, was absent on a hunt with a large 
party, in consequence of its being the time of the annual 
circumcision. At our mbitiing worship the Matchappecs 
sat vetfe still ; and in time of prayer they imitated our 
ll^^^ts in kneeling and bending their heads toward 
t^j^^^uud. Some ,pf our cattle were unruly when 
j ffling. qod ran off. Tbej^rangen eliewed great agility 
^d expertnen in catching them. Tyrmometer at noon. 
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63 ; at which time we began our last stage to Lattakoo. 
At one, P. M. we j^sed Cowie Fountain, 0e pure vi^ater 
of which was so inviting, that most of us' regaled' our- 
selves with a draught of it. A little further on, four 
young men, ’tthput ^Sti^ .years of age, came up to lis, 
whose faces wejN^ planted .red and stroked with white 
paint in a -Way* which had a very odd appear- 

ance.. They., lately, circutneised, as a sign of i 
their having attlH^ thh'years of nianhood. One of the 
four was son to the late king, Malfayabang. They were 
all well-shaped, tbdWbbdie# painted red, ^d ^Q;;^hair 
powdered yitb blue powder. They asked v^l^W^tly 
fora littb'tiihacco, vhi6h*we'gave ■tfenis. The^till car- 
ried assagays, or spears, over their shoulders, and Avore 
brown cdloured skin cloaks, w’ith a round musk-cat skin 
sewed over the cloak between the shoulders, which made 


them resemble soldiers with their knapsacks. iAi.two, 
P. M. we came to inclosed fields, into one of wl^h I , 
went, and found the last crop had been ludlfta'. i^ BafiVe'i' 
corn. In about half an hour we crossed the Lattakoo, 


a sinall mW of charmiHg water. Here thd four ydttths; 
left us, perhaps not being permitted to i^ss it’ iitt a cer- 
tain time, 
leave the 
evening. ' 


in . the' day, for we af|erWdids obsm^ tpe^ 
•town in the morning' ahiJ 



, , CHAP. XIV. 

.Irrival at the ci^'-of^XiattaJioa—Our reception-^ Mutfjkr 
of Dr. Qoxsarr and with 

Hsit to .^ifereni peS^f^joj^ the h^.. ' 

Havin,o crossed tbdfeViwr^^i^^niediately, begap-to 
ascend risihg became visible, 

sil runhihg ip one Sifi^ion,' toward the N/£. which in- 

N2''- ' ' • 
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dialed our appioacli to the city. At three, P. M. !oat 
jtic^ the sunmut ot the hill, Lattakoo came all at once 
liito xiew, lying III »i \iillcy between hills, stietchincj 
about thiec or four uiilt^ troin 1 , to W. On dcscendins:: 
tin hill to\\ards tliis> African city, we were rather soi- 
pnsed that no peison was to be seen in any diicction, 
except two or thiee boys. Though come within a bun- 
dled j aids of the houses, stMl no inhabitant appeared. 
When my waggon got to tin entrance >)f the principil 
stuet 01 lane, a man appeared, and nnde signs for us to 
follow him Pioc ceding imidst the houses, every thing 
remained as stilfras if the town had been forsaken ot its 
inhabitants: thi»was the casc““till we came opposite to 
the King’s house, when we were conducted into a 
square, foimed by biivlus and blanches of tiees laid om 
abo\e another, in which were sevtial hundieds of people 
assembled together, an<l a number of tall men with 
spears, draw up in military oidtr on the north side of the 
squaie In i few minutes flic square was filled With 
men, women, and diiidren, who pouiccl in f/omall qtiai- 
ters, to the nunibe i of a thousand or moie. The noise 
fiom so many tGogiRS, bawling with all tbeir might, was 
lather confounding, aftc i be mg so long accustomed to the 
’-tillneas of the wilderness. \Vc weie soon separated, 
and lost sight of oac i other in the crowd. At fust, the 
won^cn and children fied il we only looked at them, but 
they gradually became boidei. 1 observed some of the 
rhildicii, whose heads I had stroked, tbiowing tliemselves 
in my waj, that I mignt do it again; when they looked 
at their more timid companions, as if they had said. Are 
not we coiiragcoux^ The Ciowd so nicieasecl, that we 
could haully fi id out "each other, and wondeied when 
xve sjiiould be permitted lo take some letreshjinent. We 
adoptod a scheme, ivhich after a while answered oui 
purpose; wc drew up thfe waggons m the foiin of a 
square, and placed oui tent iii the ctntie. Wc weie 
luiioduccd to Munaneets the uncle, and to Salakootoo, 
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the brother of the late kinjj Mallayabiing, who stood iu 
the oiiddle of the ‘spearmen. A house iu the square, 
used by them for some public purpose, was assigned to 
ii ^ for a kitchen. 

On getting into our tent, a ciowd of the chief men 
followed us and filled the t-'iit to the outside, and the 
square formed by our waggons was like a bce-hivr, in 
which the confused noise lendcred conveisatiou almost 
impossible. On something being put down on oui table, 
wo wfie agreeably surprised to find the crowd miiae- 
duitely retire. Whether this piocccded from a sense of 
decorum, or in consequence of oidci^ tiom ^|uun^eets, 
the uncle and deputy of the king, I coTild notieani. 

We w»eie now <oinpfet(Iy at their meicy, and our 
oxen had left the town foi pasture; hut wc ooiisideied 
ourselves safe: at the same tune we judged it prudent to 
ostablfsh a regular watch foi the pioLection of our 
jiropei ty. 

About seven jeais ago, Loid Ciledoii, when Governor 
of the Cape, s^uit up a paity, coii'^istiiig of Dr. Cowan, 
lieutenant Deiiovan, twenty of the Cape regiment, a 
Iioor, and a poison tiom Klaar W'atci, to explore Afiiea 
as far as the Poitugue^o settlement at Mosainbique, since 
which they had never been heard of by the government. 
’i1ie whole party having been murdered by the Wauket- 
^ens, the next nation or tribe bey<Vic>LatUkoo, we learn- 
ed that the people were whlsperTn^ to one anothe^, that 
our coming was to revi nge that murder, which suspicion 
was undoubtedly the (ause of the stiange silence of the 
(ity on OUI enteu'ng it. Although king Matcebe was 
fiom home, yet in consequence of this information, we 
judged itneccssaiy to invite the chuf men to a confe- 
jciice with us that c\oiiing, to lemove these suspicion^ 
bt inforiiiing them of the real object of our visit. 

In consequence of our invitation, nine ot the principal 
men came into our tent a little after sun-rset, and sat 
down upon thcgiouml. Their couuleu4nces .mdieated 
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the possession of good natural paits, and had they been 
dressed with wigs and gowns, like our English judges, I 
think tlieir appearance would ha\e been highly respect- 
able; but their faces were painted led, and their hair 
coveied with blue powdei. 

'I’hiough three inteipie^ rs, viz. in the Dutch, Coian- 
na, and Bootfhuana languages, I intormed them that I 
had coiKi^* from a remote country, be\orid the sun, wKere 
the true God, who made all tlnr.gs, was known — that the 
people of that countrj had lung ago «‘ent some of their 
bittlnen to Kiaai Watei, an<l other paits of Afiua, to 
tell them many things whuh they did not Know, in order 
lo do them gooif, and make" tlj^f m better and happier — 
that having heard siiue 1 came into tliese parts, lo see 
how our (neudswere going on, that the Mat(‘happees 
weie a people fncndly to stiangcns, 1 had come to Latta- 
koo to inquire if they were willing to rorcive teachers — • 
IhcU it they were willing, tiien tcac hcis sliquld be sent 
to Ii\e among them, 

They replied, that they could give no answer to what 
I liad said till Mateihe should aiiive liom his jackal 
hunt, and promiaed to dispatch a messenger lu search of 
him early in the moinmg, 

'riu‘ iollowing are the^ names of the persons assembled : 
Munaiicrts, the king’s \i icle, Tesone, IMoot/^i/eeiJ, Alanipe, 

and go*eiiv)r of the Kubpan, MooUciee, Moo^ 

Salako too, thekingS uiu Ic. kalluk, mid Quaiakain 

Aftei the ronversation, Salakootoo remarked, that he 
had not fasted ai »3 of n»y tobacco yet, which lemaik pio- 
diiced a piesciit of some. One of the queens bi ought 
some milk, for m hull slu; and those with her received a 
little tobacco. She asked Mr. Read for some snuli ; he 
said he dal not take snuff; to which she shrewdly re- 
plied, He uould have the more to give away on that 
account.” 

While we were at dinner in the tent, an old man came 
opposite to the tent door, knelt down, and remained for 
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some time ia that posture, after which he arose and 
walked off*. 

Soth, During morning woiship in our kitchen, which 
was entirely open in front, some of the people attended, 
and behaved ^ery well. One, being asked aftei wards 
if he knew what we had ban about, said we piayed, but 
he did not know to whom. When told it was to the 
Great Being, he said he believed there was a Gaat Being, 
but they did not know him, for they had never seen him. 

In the forenoon we visited a district of the i ity, about 
half a mile to the eastward of onr waggons. It had also 
a square for public resort, like that ni winch our wagi* 
gons stood, where sonif of the men were employed in 
stretcliing skins with pins on the ground ; utheis in rub- 
bing the inside of skins with rough hones, winch gives 
them much the appearance of woollen clolh. Some skins 
wen* extended and covcieil with cow dung in Older to 
tan them. I'our men were employed in sewing a bkm 
I cloak, which they did with a straight awl, much in the 
same way as sboeniakeis in luigland. J he women had 
made somelhnig like puriidge, which they sent us in 
the pot in which it had made, but unaccompanied 
with spoon or any instrument with j|bich to eat it : wo 
made signs that wt had hitcly^beetfroating. 1 hey sent 
us also thick milk in a calabaY, of which we,^took a 
little, ^riiough the young peop\ appeared very anxious 
10*666 US, yet the timidity of most of them fAcvented 
them from gratifying their curiosity. The parents, how- 
ever, brought some of them by force, when they screamed 
excessively, and seemed as terrified as it we had in- 
tended to cat them. Wc gave the people some tobacco, 
which tliey immediately began to grind into »nill. 

We next visitedL the wife of Salakootoo, the king’s 
uncle. * She was sitting in the inclosure in front ot the 
house,* grinding tobacco between two stones. hiXeepting 
the queen, she was the best looking woman we had seen 
in Lattakoo, and had some fine children arouftidher, who 
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weresoahriiird at our appearance, that they clung to 
their mother, w hen u e *ieemeil at any time to approach 
them. Wt likewise visited the queen, who had also a 
family ot fine chihlrni, who were sitting round a fiic m 
tiic coiner ot the 3 iid. 

AVhilc writim; in the tent, some of the principal peo- 
ple came in and seitod themselves around me, hut in 
i uiisequcluc of then t liking so much, and so loud, about 
my writing, dress, and so forth, I was obliged to desist. 
1 o make something of time, I took d iwn their names. 
>^hich were Lahalh, Ilumay, Jabal <jch, Shoomuliky, 
Muteti, Shoonultk), Pallinima, Murakoomaille. Moota- 
buchej Mouqua, Wohalaily, C 3 iaikann}% and Slieecolec. 
i then took down the inmes tiny gave to the diffeient 
parts of the human body , and then numbeis up to twepty, 
ill which alloulcd them niiich entertainment. After re- 
eoidmg a few word*:*, I generally read them over to them, 
to find wlnthei I hid them down corrertly, and 

pronounced them pioptih, as will as to assist them in 
foiming some iflra of wiitin^ \t my rnamur of pro- 
iioiuicine some of thin v^0Ids tiny laughed so immo- 
deiately loud, as jflinost to make me deaf. When I could 
not e atch the soui|^of some of them, so as to be able to 
put them down, ]^hap«i five en si\ would pronounce 
them one time, whicu only incieascd my dilTicuity. 
I then waited# for silenci and held my eai to the most 
sensible?^ looking countenance, and obtained it in this 
way. They wcie much entertained by the led cbvermg 
of niyjourinl, wIik h eax.h of them cautiously touched 
with his fore hngei 

While I was recoiding the tiaDsactions of theilay, (six 
P. M. andtdaiK,) about uvel\e people were sitting a few 
yards distant from the tent, smguig one word, with a 
little variation, vn, Hailylallaif — Htelaylallay. After re- 
peating It SIX or eight tunes in chorus, they paused, and 
bogttti ail at or4ce again. I heatd many companies in dif- 
ferent parts oV the town engaged loudly m the same 
f^xeicise. 
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CHAP. XV. 


Strange Meihftd of softening Skins — Festival — Articles 
maniifactared — City Districts — Female painting — Co«- 
xersation with the King's Uncle — Makrakka, a neighbour- 
ing Chief, 

VViiEJf writing after dinner, I was hastily called out 
to witness something extraordinary. There was a hard 
smooth skin laid upon the ground, “on which w^as put 
another skin which they inteudeti to soften. Twelve men 
on their knees surrounded it: every second person.which 
made six of the ciale, at one instant plunged down 
upon the skin, like one diving into the .sea ; each person 
driving it from him, the whole skin was shrivelled into a 
heap in the centre; but in raising their bodies again, they 
pulled it to them, which made it as flat as before, and 
made room for the other six to plunge down upon it in 
the same way. Both sets of workmen alternately conti- 
nued a long time at this exercise, as if they had been a 
machine, keeping exact time ,in falling and rising, by 
means of words which they sate, intermixed with fright- 
ful screams and howling. 'Miey frequently appeared 
frantic and furious; but the instant theoperafiiin ended, 
their , countenances resumed their former aspect, as if 
nothing had happened. 

Our attention was ne.xt attracted by a crowd of women 
approaching the square, bolding long rods in their hands, 
and having their faces disfiguj-ed by white paiuteef strokes- 
in various forms. They marched at a slow pace, closely 
crowilcd together, raaki^fjlicb. bawling as required ada- 
mantine luiuts and thrpataSfijrass, I'liey were preceded 
by a number of mitrons^ncing and screaming. On 
reaching the entrance to tlie square, there was a feigned 
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battle between the aged and the younger women,, which 
the. younger were allowed to gain, when they entered in 
triunipli. The people then formed a large circle, six or 
eiglit persons deep, when upwards of forty girls entered, 
from twelve to sixteen years of age, having their persons 
whitened with chalk, 'fhey danced in a kind of mea- 
sured irregularity, striking the ground most violently 
with their feet. Many of them ha<l small shields in their 
bands, which they moved very ^kxterously in front of all 
parts of their bodies, as if warding oft arrows shot against 
them. Every one’s eyes were constantly fixed on the 
ground, and they rf-itained a gravity of countenance the 
whole time, which I shall not soen forget. After danc- 
ing about a quarter of an hour, on some signal given, 
they instantly retired from the circle, were out of sight a 
few minutes, when they returned and immediately coni- 
jnenced dancing in the same manner. This dancing, re- 
tiring, and returning, continued about an hour and a half, 
when the meeting broke up. 

A Marchappee, being told that cow^s, oxen, sheep, and 
other animals were made for certain purposes, such as to 
feed and clothe men, was asked for what purpose he 
thought man was made. He answered. To go on pluu- 
d(',fing expeditions against^ other people. According to 
this doctrine, the chief efid of man is to fight one with 
another. ^ f • 

2(ith. ^riie people here obljiin copper and iron from 
some nation beyond them, but studiously conceal from 
which. It is understood that there are copper mountains 
iiot-very distant from Lattakoo, but it is probable that 
these metals may come from Europe by means of the set- 
tlements of the Portuguese on the Mozambique coast, 
who trade for slaves with nations in the interior, , in ex- 
change for these metals, wb^ln s^e handed from nation to 
they reach Latt^K)* The people of this city 
appear to be ingenious, from the articles they manufacture 
froi^rthese metals, such as axes, adzes, knives, spears, and 
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bodkins from iron ; rings for the legs, arms, fingers, and 
esirs, from copper; and likcwi-,e from the construction of 
their houses, which are far superior to those of the na- 
tions nearer the colony. Their cioaksare made and sewed 
as well as cdulcl be done by Eurojjeans, one of ilhese 
cloaks, conipo'sed of about forty cat skins, most dexte- 
rously sewedi' 1 brought with me, which, with many 
other cnrioiis articles may be seen at the Society’s rooms, 
8, Old Jewry, London. 

The city is divided into a number of districts, perhaps 
fifty, separated from each other, having each a Headman, 
(or Alderman,) and a place eaiclos^jd for public resort, 
where the men speiuLthe greater part of the day together, 
dressing sUins, and making knives and various articles. 
We spent about three or four hours on this day in visiting 
some of those districts, but did not see above half of 
tlicm. All the Headmen came to us soon after onr en- 
tering Ihe place of public resort, took us to their houses, 
and treated us with thick milk, boiled wheat, or porridge 
made of ground wheat. 

At the house of one of the Headmen, who was most 
venerable in his appearance, his two young wives were 
preparing to attend the public diversions before our wag- 
gons, They sat together in the front of the house within 
the imciosure. The one was painting her body with stuff 
composed of red chalk, groiwiu.toa powder, and mixed 
up with grease. It was contained in a wooden bowl 
which stood at her side. This she spread on the palms 
of her hands, and rubbed it carefully over her skin. The 
other wife had black lead dust mixed with grease, which, 
put upon her hair, gave it a blue and sparkling appear- 
ance. Notwithstanding our being introdux^ol to theirf,* 
they went on with the process, and with the utmost com- 
posure, till it was finished. The husband, though also 
painted red, yet from the figure of his person, the dignity 
and gravity of his countenance, the elegance of his fur 
robe, and various ornaments on his breast/ had as noble 
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an appcaiaiK-e as any pt^ison I lecollcct to have seen any 
wlieu . Ills house was neat and clean, and his back yard 
liad ntiH h of an English appearance. Indeed all the 
lleadiiK II we saw looked well. 

one o’clock, the women advanced towards our 
Mjuaie m the same manner as bcfoie, moving slowly 
along, hokiing rods in their hands, dancing and making a 
great noise. On ai riving they formed themselves into a 
ciicle, and after Siiiging and daiicug for some time, the 
girls eanie and weie received into the .'ng, and in the 
conise ot two hours we understood a (‘cremony was per- 
foimod, at which non but females were allowed to be 
piescnt. When all was over, thev»ointn fomied them- 
sthes into a solul body, with thegiils in the middle of 
Ihcui. ^I’hen a rope made of skin was tied round the 
w hole company, an<l they danced in a solid mass, those at 
©no end pulling tho'^c at the olhei to the hide of the com t, 
alter wlndi theotlitis prcviihd, and iliagged them by 
mam foKV to the other, dancing the whole tunc with 
tiimidtnous noise. Upon a signal given, the whole fled, 
and w’cre instantly out ot sight All this time the nun 
sat conversing together, apjxircntly unconcerned about 
what w^as going forward 

Duiing the evening ouryaggons were surrounded by a 
multitude of persons wbej^e noise was equal to that of 
the busicht innih London; during which time wcliad an 
interesting (.onvcrsatiou with Munaneers, the king’s uiu It 
and Kotcha one of the principal men. We asked Mu- 
nariettb if he would like instruction; he referred the 
<Iuestion to Kotcha for an answer. lie said, 1 do not 
like to tell niy thoughts on it at present” — peihaps 
meaning till the arrival of till* king. 

•*Well, I will tell my mind,” said Miinaneet", 1 
should IjSfe it. AVhen I hear these people bing, it pleases 
me lik^ dance, and I would wish to be able to do it too. 
silico the teachers came to Klaar Water, we have 
peace, they have been like a shield to us ; we have 
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bad less trouble. 1 am giievvd that tliis custom (mean- 
ing tlie dancing,) has liappened at the time yon came 
here, but I cannot prevent it; it is the king’s orders, and 
It will last every day till next full moon.” 

In the afternoon I walked to a neiglibonring bill; to 
enjoy a little quiet among the rocks. Several boys and 
girls accompanied me part of the way, for their <liversion, 
asking me little questions in sport; repeating frequently 
the^same thing, with a laugh each time ; I was giieved I 
could not understand a single word, but this very cir- 
cumstance aflbrded them much entertainment. As 1 ad- 
vanced, they gradually dropped away, one after another, 
till only three remained, when these sat down and fol- 
lowed me with their eyes. ^Vhile sitting on a rock at 
the head of the hill, two men from the town came to mo, 
who after sitting some time by my side, askcil for some 
tobacco for the trouble they hud taken to come to me* 
Little did thv y know I would rather have given tlicm 
sonic to have kept away. They followed me to the 
waggons, in expectation of getting some, but I gave 
none, lest the f^ractnc should become common, and 1 
'Should not be able to obtain any retirement; for had they 
supposed, that ail who chose to follow us any where 
would he reward(*d with tobacco, we should constantly 
have been surrounded with pJ^ople. 

We discewered, m conversation, that the people under 
Makrakka, another chief, are called Morolongs, and those 
under Leeyse are called Bamachaas, and that both, as 
well as niany other nations or trilx\s are called Boot- 
rlumiias, and speak the same langnagp. 'I'liis is very 
important, because a mi^sionary, learning tlie language of 
Lattakoo, will be able to •coiiver'^e ivitli tlie people tST 
maiiy other nations, and to translate portions of %e,%rip. 
tiires, which the young people of l<at(akoo, when taught 
to read, could communicate to various nations, thus pre. 
paring them to receive niissionaries. 

Makrakka and his people were formerly united with 
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Mateftbe^s people, and were subject to Mallayabang, his 
fatiier; but Mallayabang having had a criminal intcr- 
couise with tin; wife of Makrakka’s son, and the one 
thinkiri^: the Witchciaft r)f the other to be stronger than 
his, in consequence of moie p(opi ‘ djing in the district 
ok’ the one than iu that of tin other, a separation took 
place, and a siiecios of war was carried on for some time- 
About seven or eight months a ,0, a chict beloiK,tn^fo 
Makiakka, came on a visit to Mailnyiiban* Dur!u<5*iis 
visit, he persuaded the king to ent dua « a tree which 
stood a few yards fiom our waggons in the squan, and 
they say, buried a slpne ntar the foot of the fr(‘e. On 
returning home, he sent back a present of corn to Mai- 
layabang, who ilied soon alter the receipt of it; on 
which liis peo[)Ie interpreted the cutting down the tree 
as signify ing the king’KS death, aii<l the buiying the atone 
as his burial; and assert, that poison was in the corn. 
This matter has renewed the misunderstanding between 
the two tiibes, yet they <lo not consider r.licmselv(\s in a 
state of war. 


Salakoot 00 sometimes goes out with a party probss- 
edly to hunt; is absent a long time, and returns with 
many catilc he has stolen. When Mateebc sees this, he 
ajipears to be enraged, hut ^present of part ol the plan* 
cler soon pacities him ; and should the party injured 
complain, lie tal^^s it upon Wmself to satisfy them. 

Wars cf nelly arise from two causes, disputes about 
their wivc^s, or abusing each other’s people; the parly 
injured then invades his neighbour’s terutory, carrying 
destrudion wherever he |;oes. 

It 13 the province of the women to build their houses, 
1*0 dig the iitdds, to sow and* reap; and that of the men 
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CHAP. XVi. 


Public Messen^^ers return teithout the King — 

Purther Accounts of Dr. Cozcan's Murder. 

Jvne27, 1813. 

About eight o’clock in the morning there wan a pro- 
cession of the women and girls, ailended with uiuch noisy 
singing and dancing, (jjirrying polos*'niounted with ostrich 
feathers. During tlie forenoon all was quiet, so that our 
worship proceeded wiihout molest ition. About forty 
of the men sat round us very quietly during the wh.o’le 
time. 

At two o’clock all about us was confusion. The wo- 
men brought the girls, most fantastically dressed, and 
when a circle wa.s formed, about four and twenty women, 
ilaubed with white spots of paint, in imitation of leopards, 
entered and danced for some time. Next entered a wp», 
man dressed fiitireiy in straw, so that nothing but her 
hand# were visible. She had much the appearance of a 
beaf walking on his hind legs.\ There was much shout- 
ing, laughing, and clapping of^ Aauds at this part of the 
entertainment. Then entered the girls, who danced for 
a minute, when all of them suddenly dispersed, and out- 
quiet was restored. 

Muhaneets came to us in the evening, bringing our in- 
terpreter with him, when we bad much interesting con- 
versation. We enquired of him their reason fpc practis-** 
ing circumcision. He said it came to them from father,^ 
to son! We then asked. Do you not know why your fa- 
thers did it? They shook their heads, saying. No. We 
told them that our book informed us Ijow it began in the 
world, aitd gave them the names of Abrahata, Ishmael, 
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and Isaac, as the first persoliS" who were circumcised. 
7'his appeared to them very interesting infrlfmatiou, and 
they all tried to repeat the names we had mentioiied, over 
and over again, looking to us for correction, if they pro- 
nounced any of them wrong. Munahcets, and the otjiers 
who joined the company, appeared anxious to have them 
fixed on their memories. 

We asked them if they knew any tiling of the origin of 
mankind, or whence they I'hey said they came 

from some country beyond them, poinOng to the N. which 
is the direction in which Judea lies. That two men came 
outof the water; tl\e one rich, having plenty of cattle, 
the other poor, having only dogs^^ One lived by oxen, 
the other by hunting. One of them fell, ami the mark of 
his foot is on a rock to this day. We endeavoured to 
explain to them how knowledge, conveyed by means of 
books, was more certain than that conveyed by memory 
from father to son. Here Munaneets asked if they should 
be taught to understand books. We answered they would ; 
and when the person we should send (provided Mateebe 
consented), had learned their language, he would change 
the Bible from our language into theirs. 

Munaneets said — I, have heard more this evening than 
ill all my life before. We must sliut our mouths, and 
only hear I” (looking atUis companioiiR while bespoke^) 
“ I acknowledge the thirSgp you have to tell us are good, 
from the‘ change they have made on the Griquas and 
Coratmas at Klaar Water. Sometimes when we have na 
rain, food is very scari.e; wherefore I fear that those 
whom you shall send will not be Satisfied/and will leave 
ns.*' Mr. Read told him, that soon after ho came to the 
Hottentots, they were in tjie situation he bad mentioned, 

, and lived upon roots. Mr. Anderson likewise stated, tlia t 
wheels pepple were in that situation, he travelled along 
witb^em from place to place, in quest of water and 
grass, ^Munaneets, was satisfied with these answers, and 
, ** that Ull white persons who had gone beyoud 
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Latukoo liaj^ been murdered, except one, who bad gone 
to a place a little beyond Hiem, but had be staid two days 
Jongen, he would have been murdered likewise. When 
we told them their danger,” added Munaiieets, '* they 
would not believe us, they thought it was o,ur oovelbus- 
uess, that lijfe Wislted to have all their beads.” 

1 think is little doubt butMate^heand his people 
.are desirous that while men should not form any connect 
tion with tribes beyond them, on purpose that they may 
alwiiys be the channel through which all European arli- 
cles nray Imreaftor pass to the nations north of Lattakoo. 

They mentioned a tribe of blifi.*k people called the* 
Wanketzens, who lived not far beyond them — they said 
that thc\ were there lately, and had seen guns, especially 
a small otic, wli/cli they believed was Dr, towan’s, aftd 
that these were the people who had murdered Dr. Cowan 
and all his companions. 

Munaneets being sent for by Itis wife, abruptly put an 
end to the conversation. While we were engaged in it, 
an old man who is averse to our sending teachers, asked 
how we made candles, pointing to that which was on our 
table. lie also said, he did not need instruction from any 
one, for the dice which hung from his neck informed him 
of every thing which liappened\at a distance; and added, 
if they were to attend to austruCtons, tbey.wonld have no 
time to hunt or to do any thing. * 

28tb. The wind being high, and, the air frosty, I felt it 
extremely cold in the 'waggon during the night. Ther- 
mome^r at sun-rise, .^p. There yfas no procession by 
the women in the motiaing, but tiiany of them came in a 
body to the squaFe,>airi scold^ the Headmen, f o^ allow- ^ 
ing them such lean oxeq for the* feast. Munaneets, who . 
acted gs king’s deputy, told them, that these wfjp, the 
four oxen which Mateebe had order^ to be givmthem, 
and they should Have no other. Wc expected Mateebe 
would arrive this'day, .Wt we received no intelligence 
of him. ' ' ' . “ ' 


O 
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Having heard of some paintings in Salakogtoo's house, 
wc went after breakfast to vie^®^ them. We found tliein 
very rough representations of the camel-leopard, rhino- 
ceros, elephant, lion, tiger, and stein-buck, which Sa!a~ 
kootoo's wife had drawn on the clay wall, with white and 
black paint. How'cver, they were as well done as wt. 
expected, and may lead to something better. The wo- 
men w'ere very quiet, and Avere feasting during the day, 
but after sun-set they became noby: bawling and scivani- 
ing in all directions. 

29th, The women, in large partits, were sinoiiig tlu: 
• whole night. After^breakfa-t, had a I'orinai int cling 
with Munaneets, to enquire re.s|j(?cting IMatei he's rc Im n 
as we had waited six (lays for tln^ return of tin* messen- 
gers sent in quest of him, without having reei ived any 
information. He said it was proba'ole lie might rcUen 
on the morrow or the next day. After iMir interpreter 
had expressed in the hearing of 'Mnnnm*t;t>; what wv 
had desired him, ho made no rt pl^^ I ill onr of lus peo- 
ple who sal on Ins left li nd repealed our inquiry. Thi- 
appears to be a state form. 

We employed the fortaioon in visiting the districts in 
the S. W. corner of the city, when we conversed a little 
with the Headmen and yiithers in each district. We ob- 
served one man shapings cloak from a huge skin, which 
he did very expoitly. ’ (fn our return wo saw a child, 
about eight years old, standing in the middle of the street 
weeping, and, being almost a skeleton, it attracted our 
attention. We enquired respecting its disease, when the 
Avomcn tohl us, the child was well enough, but that want 
^^of food held brought it into that state — that the father 
anif mother were poor— -(hat he had gone away with an- 
other woman, and was hunting in the south — tliat the 
mother was gone to the westward, searching for food. 
Neither the men. women not children present seemed by 
tiieir coiinn^niinups to express the least sympathy or feel- 
ing for this fovsjikeii. staiviog chi!(U I'iiey said, laugh- 
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u)g, that we might take the child with us if we pleased. 
This reminded me of what the Scripture says of the (Jark 
|)la<‘es of the earth, tluu they are the habitations of cruelty. 
I was certain that the sight of this little girl in thestroets 
of London would have excited pity in tl»e hearts of thou- 
sands. We took, the chihl to oiir waggons, desiring the 
people to inform its mother, when she returned, where 
blic migltt (ind her. Wlicn some meat was given to the 
clidd, silo devoured it with the voracity of a tige r. Thcr- 
momeler at noon, (>7. 

At two P. M, tim hustle commenced in the square^ hy 
daiuam^ of the L;irls, who lia/l lole some addition to 
ilieir foraicr dresM S. ^cnie oftliein had one side ol“ the 
laec painted blaf k, and the other white ; others, the upper, 
part oftlir face while, and the under, Ivlack. 'idiey ha<! 
jdcccr of reeds, about six inches long, strung like beads, 
and made into the form ^d' u pttlicoat, hung round them 
from the middle aimust to the. ground, vvhicli made a 
strange nol^e when they danced, d licy had likewise a 
gieat quantity of '^Iraw' n'pc v’onnd round them, pro* 
jocting twelve or fifteen inches funn the middle of their 
liacks, and also in iVont, which gave tliein a very odd 
appearance, 'idm queen r.nd several others, who acted 
as musicians, by bawling aloud and clapping hands, wore 
cloaks composed of about a dozen fur tippets, hanging 
from their shoulders to the ground, under \vhic]i they 
had a skin cloak, without the hair. A few' wore leather 
cups, but the greater part bad no covering on their heads. 
AhSbstevery one wore sandals, except the dancing girls. 

When the girls had retiied, some old women brought 
forwar^^a horne<i serpent, v’^hiuh they drew on a flat, 
board. It was niad€ of clay, 'daubed over wiir^rtW*^ 
white, and black paint. , This being placed within the , 
t ircif, tvvo women canie forward, fantastically dressed, 
who seemed to be actresses. They danced round the 
'^erpent in a , strange manner, with rods in their hands, 
decked with black ostrich feathers, and keeping their 

0 2 ' 
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eyes continually ^lirecled towards the serpent, often 
pointing to it with their rods, and tlieri pointing to the 
eastwanl, as the quarter where it had been found. They 
often appeared as if much terrified at the sight of it, 
and suddenly sprang from it. They seemed to act their 
parts very well, and the surrounding multitude appeared 
highly entertained by this part of the show. About six 
or seven hundred were present. 

In the evening thq two messengers who had been sent 
for Mateebe returned, without having found him, in con- 
sequence, as WJis reported to us, of one of them having, 
on the third day, h^jtrt his leg, whicli obliged them to re- 
turn. We had, however, secret viformation, that having 
.seen some wild Bushmen, they wore afraid to proceed, 
and fled back as fast as they could, hut being unwilling 
to expose their cowardice to us, they concealed the real 
cause of their return. 

A short time after the return of the messengers, we 
obtained a meeting with Munaueets, and six or seven of 
the principal men, to consult what was now to be done. 
After much conversation, Munancets oflered to go him- 
self, provided two of our men would accompany him 
with muskets to defend him from the Bushmen, who^ 
were often strolling about their country; provided also, 
that we would engage €o wait his return. We proposed 
this to our pfeoplc, and stid we sbould.be glad if two or 
three of them would volunteer on the service. After 
considering the mutter, ot them offered to accom- 
pany Munaneets. Wt propos^4. to go ourselves i#bur 
waggons, but that was disapproved by Mateebe*s council 
«^they wished us to remain in the city« We ^quired 
might instruct th^ people in the mean time, as our 
situ ati;^ was unplea^nt, having nothing to do* They 
said they cqutd.give no answer till Mateebe came.^ I then 
told them, through the interpreters, that 1 came from the 
same country as Dr. Cowan#. an<l. that no doubt Kis friends 
v^ould be anxious to hear any thing concemiug him, and 
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would be much obliged by their favouring me with all 
they knew cohcerniug him and his company after leaving 
Lattakoo. 

Tlrey said that he and his people were murdered near 
the town 6f Melita, about five days journey to the N. E- 
which is in idle country of tfaeWankeikens, whose chiefs 
name is Makkabba. Some present', especially our Boot- 
chuana interpreter, (of whose honesty we all had a good 
opinion,) asserted, that when on a Commando along with 
the Wanketzens, they had seen Dr. Cowan’s tent, sheep, 
spoons, and clothes. We inquired respecting the colour 
of the clothes-.-thcy said white and red. They said they 
were glad we had not spoken on that subject publicly, as 
many of these Wanketzens were now in Lattakoo. After 
a litiie further conversation, they told us that some of the 
clothes were in that district of Lattakoo, which we visited 
last Saturday. We did not deem it prudent however to 
ask for a sight of them, unless they should themselves 
offer it. 

One thing which makes an African tqwn appear to a 
European as didl and deserted is, the almost, total absence 
of smoke ; hut while w'C were walking, about sumset, ou 
the brow of a hill opixisite to the city, the fires were 
lighted up, it being a feast day, gnd the cloud of smoke 
which in consequence hovereJl over the city, ricminded 
me of London. 

The names of the Headmen in the districts we visited 
this day, were, Oramussaebuko, Acloo, Menattassang, 
Hakkooloo, Mooicheer, and Hottoll. 

.‘10th. Thermometer at fiun<rise,40. Early in the morn- • , 

M 

ing, Munaneets, with some ofhis people, anduiree of 
ours,^^parted in search of Mateebc; and he left the go- 
vernment of the city, in the hands of Mateere, not of his 
brother Salakootoo as we expected. 
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CHAP. XVIL 


Looking-glaHi excites wonder — Ciueen ohjeds to our hav- 
ing the Town — Endeavour to make Queen understand the 
me of Writing and Printing — Her enquiries~ajraid (fa 
IVahh — Population of City — Hehoiya-Lattakoo H c/Zs. 

Afteh shaving in the forenoon,! happened to shew 
a person his own face in the lookinfr glass which was in 
the iid of my hot; and this gave me employment 
enongh, for he ran off to bring hi.^ wife and other friends 
to see tln'msclvcs^ Every one was afraid at first sight 
obtained, starting back from the glass; most of them 
looked bohiud the glass, to sec if it was no de- 
rcpiiun. The crowd increased every minute, and the 
pros to got forward was so gntat, that the tent was 
oflcri in danger of being overturned. 'I'hey all touched 
some part of ,, their face with their finger, to ascertain 
whether it vva% really iheniselves that tljcy saw in the 
mirror. When both my arms wire completely tired 
with holding the glass before them, f was obliged to 
reejuest a respite to som^ future period, ainl on laying it 
aside, they walked aw^y greatly entertained. Ther-r.' 
moinctefc* at none, 70 . ^ 

The dancing contiiMcd today as usual, fii the morn- 
ing we had proposed to Malcere, the governor of the 
town in the absence of Munaneets, to vi«it a large village 
about a day and a half 's journey higher up the country, 
Mateebe’s return, and be engaged 
to accompany us. In tlfe evening he came into our tent, 
arxd. sat silent for some time; he then went oi^ and 
brongh^with him the interpreter ; of course we perceived 
he had something to communicate. When seated, Ma- 
hootou, ike qii^cn, entered, and Seetazoo, the king’s sis- 
ter, who can .speak the Coranna language; she tohl 
Adam Kok, that the queen was averse to our going any 
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where till Mateebe came. After some conversation, she 
proposed, that if we went, we shouid leave part of our 
wai(<5onfi behind. We told her we never should have 
thouglit of leaving Lattakoo even for a day before Ma~ 
teebe’s return, had we been permitted to instruct the 
people; but that having nothing to do, we wished to 
visit that village, and likewise tb hunt, as our stock was 
getting low. She said, that owing to the bad harvest they 
had had, they could not supply us as they wished. We 
then aske<l, why she wished part of our waggons to re- 
main behind us. She said, because She desired to have 
company, wdiich undoubtedly wa?.aot the real reason. — 
[ suppose tliey were* afiaid lest Mateebe should come 
before wc returned, and would be disappointed and dis- 
pleased to find no strangers. Perceiving this, we said 
vve would all remain with her: indeed we did not think it 
prudent to divide our strength. 

'Phis matter being settled, we endeavoured to convey 
some information. \V c explained to her the nature of a let- 
ter, hy means of which a person couhl convey his thoughts 
to a friend at a distance. Mr. A. shewed her one he had 
received from liis wife, by wdiich he knew every thing 
that had happened at Klaar Water for two days after he 
left it 'Phis information highly entertained her, especi- 
ally when told that A. Kok, wiio brought it, knew no- 
thing of what it contained, wl/ich we explained by telling 
her the use of sealing wa;if.. The bible being on the table 
gave occasion to explain the nature and use of a book, 
particularly of that, book — how it informed us of God, 
who made all things; and of the beginning of all things, 
which seemed to astonish her, and many a look was di- ^ 

rected towards the bible. ** 

Mahootoo asked the following questions, evidently as 
things she had formerly thought of— Will people who 
are dead, rise up again y' “ Is God under the earth, or 
where is he Aftpr*wc had a naweredjier questions, she 
said, when Mateebe came home she would advise him to 
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send his servants to go and bunt jackals, and remain him- 
self at Lattakoo, for there was enough for him to do. — 
This she said to support her husbapd’s credit in (»ur esti- 
mation, fearing we should think less of him on account of 
being so long engaged in hunting j^ickals. has three 
sons and two daughters. Mateebc took another woman 
o be his wife, untjl Mahootoo should be of age to marry, 
oy Vi'hom he has had two sons and two daughters ; but 
Mahootoo, thougli the youngvi woman, is called the. 
oldest queen, that //erson may succeed to the Government. 
Wlicn the. conversation was ended, shewed them a 
watch, which both aaltonished and terrified them. On ob- 
serving the work in motion, they concluded that it must 
be alive, and on offering to put it to tlicir ears, to hear 
it sound, they hefl up their bauds to drive it away as if 
it had been a serpent. 

Our interpreter said someDiing to them which made 
them laugh immoderately. Wc found he had said, tiiat 
before be w^ent to Klaar water, he was as ignorant ns they 
were, but there he had been taught many good things, 
which they also would be taught if Mateebe [>ermitte«l 
missionaries to settle among them. 

It is heart-rending to witness, from morning to evening, 
BO great a number of fine clever young people playing 
about, having nothing tp learn or to do. "i'heir parents 
appear tq teach* them nothfiig; for though various articles 
are manufactured among Ihemy^et they are made, not as 
a trade, hut for amusement fli the public' place; as if a 
London engraver were to carry a plate of copper to the 
Royal Exchange, to work upon, while conversing with 
bis friends. 1 do not know how the men treat the women 
atTioih^C^tJt it is rare to'see a man take any notice of a 
woman out of doms. Yet the women do not appear, undt r 
any resti^mt in tlui presence of the meq, but are free and 
cbecrful. 1 observed one of them scold . five or six men, 
because they did.uot remove front a fire around which 
they were sitting when the dancing girls were passing. 
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I understood that to be a piece of etiquette customary 
on such an occasion. The men made no reply, but con- 
tinued to look stedfastly to the firr, like persons consci- 
ous of having done wrong in remaining where they were, 
but so lazy that they did not like to rise. 

July 1. It is very difTicult to know, when these peo- 
ple are talking, whether they are in a rage or in good 
humour. I had generally to listen whether they laughed 
or not, before I could determine, if not within sight of 
their countenances ; for when they become the least inte- 
rested in what they are saying, they speak with all their 
might, as if addressing people at a great distance. While 
sitting in the waggon*thi8 forenoon, there was an extra- 
ordinary uproar without, which made me look out to 
know I he cause. Some one had stolen two buttons 
from the trowsers of our Bootchuana interpreter, and 
they were charging one another with the theft ; but had 
it been tlie great seal of England that had been stolen, 
there could not have been a more serious affray, l^lie 
thief was found, a good looking young man, whom the 
interpreter drove out of the square, in the presence of 
numerous spectators, who all seemed to approve of the 
punishment. This was the first robbery I had heard of, 
though many of our things were exposed the whole day. 
Thermometer as noon, 70. ^ • • 

This day the public shows removed to the nt»ct district 
west from us, which afforded us much nsore quiet. 

The women here are the farmers. Even the queen 
digs the ground along with the other females. I’he 
instrument they use is a kind of pick-axe. They all sing 
while at \vork, and strike tb^ ground with thd^ axes 
cording to time, so that no one gives a stroke more than 
another; thus they make labour an amusement. They 
seem in many respects to be a cleanly people, having ob- 
served ho filth of any kind lying about their houses, nor 
indeed in any part of the town. 
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From the best calculation wc have been able to make, 
there appear to be about fifteen hundred houses in Lat- 
takoo ; of course, allowing five persons to each house, 
which perhaps is alow computation, there must be seven 
thousanil five hundred inhabitants. It is reported that 
they have more than a thousand places, called out-posts, 
where there are people and cattle. 

2lI, When at breakfast, Moshuai, Maniulalla, and 
Loapa, the widow of Mallayabang the late king, came 
into the tent, and procured some tobacco, v'^f which they^ 
are all immoderately fond. Leapa is mother to Mateebe. 
'The shoas returned R) our square this day. They began 
by a number of women, among whom was the queen, 
<laiK jng in a barbarous style, and singing, not a song, but 
the word Aylatchee! Ai/latcliee • 

'Tbcre was a clever giri, about ten years of age, whose 
name vi ns Schoiya, who frequently visited our waggons- 
She sometimes tnoil to teach me a few of their words, 
"J'his day she introducetl three of her companions, whose, 
names were Ilcylohally, Kaadje, and Mama. /They all 
became my teachers, and no doubt considered me a dull 
scholar, for I seldom pronounced a word so as to please 
them, but it was tbeir own fault, for no sooner bad one ut- 
tered balfa.word, than the other three caught it, and call- 
ed it out as loud if the 5 ’ had supposed me as deaf as a 
rock, By»tljis confusion of tongues, I could make nothing 
of their teaching, and though I was the only one present 
who perceived the cause, ^ could not explain it to them 
for want of a knowledge of their language. Many chil- 
dren were highly entertained by one of our people allo\V- 
j ujy tjiei n^ b^ rotation to Sinope his tobacco pipe for about 
a minute each. From tVe highest to the lowest they are 
not ashamed to beg any thing. 

Two boys, who should have been attending their fii- 
ther’s cattle, were playing by our waggons, when their 
father enterevl the cquare. The instant he saw them, he 
ran towards thetn in the most furious, savage manner, 
and lashed them with all his might. They fled as if for 
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lif<% but on getting out of his reach, they appeared to 
have been accustomed to such treatment, for they walked 
oil* with great deliberation. 

When seated on the front of my waggon, the first la<lies 
of the city came and otfercd me their arm-rings and ear- 
rings for a little tobacco; and the children even of eight 
or nine years of age made most significant intimations 
that they wanted snutf. In the’^ieivening many people 
returned who had fled from Lattakoo, on our arrival, 
from dreail that we had come to revenge the lUatli 
of Dr. Cowan. 

When Mr. A. \vas*engagcd in prayer among us tins 
morning, a l)oy stood gazing at me for some time, but a 
Matchappee observing him, in an angry tone, ordered 
bins off, vvhicli shewed they formed some conceptions of 
(naycr. 

od. In the morning I walked into the cattle kraal, to 
sec them milking the cows. They tie the two hind legs 
very fuinly togcihor, ilien allow the old calf to suck a 
btllc, without winch the cows in this country would 
give no niilk. One J^nglish cow would give as mudi 
milk as eight, or ten African cows. 

When u family desires to go to sleep during the day, 
as is often the case, and do not wish to be disturbed, 
they place one or two Hat st(#nes on the Outside of their 
door as a signal for none to enter. * 

The water by which the town is supplied is obtained 
H’orn some holes at the end of a hill, about a mile to the 
westward. Each bole is about a foot in diameter^ and 
two feel deep. The river Lattakoo is too distant to bring 
it from thence. From fifty to a hundred wouj'^j: Ktk 

be found at these little wells |*rom moruing to evening. 
By ten o’clock in the morning, all the water that Inis 
been collected during the night is taken away, so that 
all who come later rfnust gradually obtain it, as it rises 
from the spring. No person having a* head ache should 
approach within a hundred yards of thi< well, the tongue- 
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tiproar is so great. Messrs. R. A . and three of our peo- 
ple went in the morning to dig them a proper well. By 
two P. M. it was eight feet square, but owing to a rock, 
only two feet and a half deep. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Mateeres Expedition — New$ of the King^s Approach — 
His Arrival — -List^qf Malchappee KingSy — First 

Interview toith the Kwg — He asks for a Gun — Dining of 
ike lioifal Family — Public Meeting with the King and 
his People — A Frolic — King^s Account of CowarCs 
Murder, 

Mateeke with two others paid us a visit in our tent 
ill the evening. They related an expedition for stealing 
cattle, in which they were engaged sometime ago, which 
lasted ten months. They travelled N. \V. an<J then direct 
to E. till they came to a large water, which probably 
was the Indian ocean ; but what astonished us was, their 
relating it as if it were a fortunate and commendable en- 
terprise, that they came to a people who had no insfru- 
meuts of defence, killed many of them, and carried off a 
great many cattle. On w'uich Mr. Anderson remarked, 
that the diore people any of these men kill, the higher 
it raises their character; and to murder one white man 
gains more fame than murdering two black, and he hac| 
no doubt but the murder of poor Cowan and Denovan, 
with their party, had added greatly to the renown of the 
WwLftty ens among all tl3^ neighbouring nations. At 
the conclusion of the conversation, Mateere told us, that 
his dice said to him that Matcebe would be at Lattakoo 
to-morroAV. 

4th. After breakfast Munaneets arrived from his jour- 
ney in quest of Mateebe. As he returned without our 
three men who Went to protect bini, we were anxious 
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U) know the result, but he said he would tell nothing, till 
he had given an account of his journey to the chief men, 
which he soon did. They sat in a circle near our wag* 
ggns, when he gave an account ot his journey to them. 
When their meeting broke up, he informed us that be 
reached Mateebe on the evening of the second day, when 
our men were greatly fatigued, having killed nothing for 
food during the journey — that.he left Mateebe in haste 
next morning, if possible to reach us before we had pro- 
ceeded up the country, as we had proposed, that we 
might be at I^ttakoo on the arrival of Mateebe, which 
he expected would be on the morrow- This informa- 
tion gave us much ^satisfaction, as vve hardly expected 
him so early. 

My young friend, Sehoiyti, in the morning, intro- 
duced to me four more of her companions. Knclitzee, 
Demaymoy, Tsai, and Nakaye; all were from nine to 
eleven years of age, and their features and figure com- 
pletely European, only they were black. 

When at dinner in the tent, Munaneets the (Jovemor, 
Mateere, the Lieutenant-Governor, with two others, were 
present. Mateere observed us taking a little Cayenne 
pepper ; when the redne.ss of it attracting his at- 
tention, he asked for a little, which we gave liim- 
On feeling its pungency, he shut his eyes, hastily 
put his hand on. bis m^hth, and* held down his 
head. He concealed his pain, and slily torched Mr* 
Read witli his foot, to intimate that be should say 
nothing, but give the same dose to the others. Mu- 
naneets partook next, and as soon as lie could speak, 
he asked a little for his wife. The others likewise 
tasted it. \ 

6tb. Two parties, as forerunners of Mateebe, arrived 
in the morning, and at noon he arrived himself, with 
many attendants carrying spears, and poles dressed 
with black ostrich feathers, which are stuck into the 
ground around places where they h5lt toTrighten away 
lions, who it seems are not fond of their appearance*^ 
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The arrival of Mateebe occasioned! no more stir in the 
town than usual. On coming into the sqiiaie, he tooK 
no notice of us or our waggons, but acted as if ignorant 
that strangers were there. He then with his peoph^ 
crouched down in the form of a circle, when Mateere 
related to him every thing tliat had taken place during 
his absence. lie then related the circumstances of Ins 
own excursion, both of which speeches did not orcupy 
ten, jiiinutes; after which, in <'*onseqii<*nre of orders, we 
walked up to him, when, witliout looking towards us, he 
strctchtil out his right baud, which we shook, saying to 
him, “ Mateebc, () Lss/* which is the salutation given 
to the king. During all this there ,>vas not the smallest 
alferation in, his countenance. He a[)pea]ed tiioughlful, 
deep, and cautious, extremely like th.e poiUalts 1 have 
seen of iUionapartc, which were taken ten or twelve 
years ago. 

' After conversing sometime with his chief men, Ma« 
tcebe stepped into the house whieli we called our 
kitchen, sat down by the fire, and cunvnsed witli 
Adam Kok, who accompanied us from Klaar Water, 
evidently to sound him respeclnig our inteiiiioiis. After 
remaining about two hours in the square, wilhout ap- 
pearing to notice us, he went across the road to his 
house, having hinted to A. Kok, that when he had 
rested, he should converS»c^ with us on the object of 
our visit, •wdiicli would be about the going down of 
tlie sun. 

The following is a list o. their kings and royal families 
as far back us iheir oldest men kiiew% which we collected 
before the arrival ot Matcebe. 

Kooj.a. ^ 

Makkoshkc.* 

Masooche. 

Malavuabanu. 

SalcAkooto, > brotliers now 

Muuaueets. S . 

Leappa, IHs sister. 
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Mahootoo, 

Ktiebehelee. 




Mateehc's Brothers, 
Makma. 

Malaala. 

Malioonu 

Mfi[>aref*ha. 

i>la[K*n*r:i. 

Kaiimikuniora. 

Mrekant*. 


Maleehe''$ Shters% 
Si*tezoo. 
Ko<*c-c<*, 
Karowedz. 
Miirrii. 

Shuai. 

Maniyjanpc. 


Mideehc's Children. 

rVaabooram, 

Mozf‘h«‘P. 

All the history of these kings whirh we could leanii 
upon the oeca^iinii of taking down their names was — 
'I'hiit during the nign of Makkoshee, the Moroiongs 
asked fioin him the breast of every ox killed by his peo- 
ple, which would have been acknowledfjjing depend- 
ence (ni him. He replied, ‘"»Ani I then*your servant 
The refusal caused a war, in which Makkoshee and iii» 
people were driven to three difl'erent places at consi- 
derable distances from each other. 

About sub-set, Mateebe, attended by his brother, and 
some of his chief men, approached our te nt. On enter- 
ing, he sat down and reinainei^ in silence, fir^t ^3 receive 
our present, and then to hear what we had to say. I 
made him a present of some trinkets furnished me by 
the ladies of Kingsland, accompanied by the lid of my 
shaving box, which happened to contain a lookign-glass. 
When taking out the different articles/ 1 observed biin 
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slily looking parcel, to discover what was 

coming next. Dul|l|B^\wliol^ proceeding, he s^at ino- 
tionlessj b^t when^jPlawno more presents were coining, 
he condesii^ncled' to open his mouth, and said, ‘‘You 
would hav^ been perfectly safe, though you had not had 
Adam Kok and his friends with you, or though I had 
received no presents. So soon as I was informed by 
Munaneets of your arrival, I came to you.” Ho then 
desired A. Kok to consider hinisrV’ as much at home in 
Lattakoo as at Klaar Water. .*On winch A. Kok thanked 
him, and told liiiri that Mr. Anderson and Mr. Rer'd had 
Loth presents of tobacco for him. He said- — “ Do not give 
me the tobacco just now, or thesu people, (pointing to 
those without the waggons) will ask it all away from 
me.” 

With the advice of my tvs'o friends, I proceeded to tel) 
him, that I came from the same country, from wh(‘ncc 
the missionaries had been scut to instruct tlic nations m 
Africa. That I came over tlie great water in a wooden 
house, which the wind took four moons in blowing to 
their country, to see how the missiouarks were acting to 
the African people. That when 1 came to Klaar Water, 
I heard his people would be glad to have teachers as well 
as otiier nations, wherefore 1 had undertaken a journey 
to his country to ask his permission to send them, and 
Lis prote^ctiou for them wifen with him. He objected to 
their coming, by saying his people had no time to attend 
to their instnictions, because they had to attend to their 
cattle, to sowing, reaping, and many other things; “be- 
sides,” said he, “ the things which this Jp^ple teach 
are contrary to all our customs, which tho people will 
not give •up. It would tt^,d.aJflX>them to live at Latra- 
koo, but should they be willing to live at a distance, I 
should have no objection to send some of the children to 
them to learn the Dutch language.” 

I stated .to hum that the teachers we should send, 
would convey information of the true God who made 
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the heavens, the earth and all creatures and things in 
them — of his love to the world — of the laws he has given 
respecting good and evih and pointing to a bible which 
lay on the table, I assured hioi that that book con- 
tained every thing inissianaries had to make known to 
him and bis people, Upd that when missionaries should 
learn bis language, they would change all its contents 
into his language. He seeoaed, by a significant shake 
of his head, to intimate that he considered what I said, 
an impossibility. To convince him that things could 
he written in bis language, we read tp him the names 
of his predecessors and all bis family. For the first 
time he smiled, on hearing their names read over, and 
seemed full of astonishment and pleasure. We then 
assured liim, that instruction would not interfere with 
industry; that tlie. inliabitaiils of my country were in- 
dustrious, as he might be convinced of, by our clothes^ 
waggons, and so forth, which they made — that his peo- 
I)le would not be compelled to receive instruction, for 
only those who were willing Would be instructed, and 
Uiey would not interfere with his goverument. After 
answering some other objections, the king said, ** Seni> 

INSTRUCTOKS, AND I Wll»r. HE A FATHER TO THEM.” 

Adam Kok, on a late journey to the Cape, having with 
some of his people been exceedingly maltreated by boors 
and others near Tulbach, tl^ report cflF it bad cir- 
culated as far as Mateefae, who. inquired respecting 
what he had suffered among the white people. He also 
enquired respecting two boys belonging to bis people, 
who were kept in captivity by the white people. He 
was informedttbat I vv'ould enquire about them, wheis, 
I returned to the colony.^ The then rose up, sho<^ 
hands w'ith each of us, and went away* , 

We could not avoid wishing that our English friends 
could have witnessed this scene, and it certainly was re- 

*The liunddrost of Tulbach engaged a^eiwards; to make 
enquiry respecting these 

P 
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markable that it happened on the eveninj? of the first Mon- 
in* the month, when Christians in most quarters of the 
world were met to pray for the extension of Christ’s king- 
dotn throughout the earth. The time of meeting was not 
selected by us, but by a heathen king, who knew nothing 
of what Christians were about. We liad our prajer and 
thanksgiving meeting in thcsquare after the business was 
over. * 

6tb. After breakfast I walked over to the king’s house, 
and made a present of a pair of earrings to each of the 
queens. Mateebe now embraced the opportunity to ask 
what seemed to have all along been in his> heart, viz. for 
a gun. I assured him I had nob one gun. He said ha 
had sOen us have plenty. I told him the guns he had 
seen were not mine, but every gunJ)elonged to the per- 
son who had it, and that I had put myself under their pro- 
tection — that we had a long journey of several moons yet 
before us, intending to crossover to the Narnacqua country, 
ami that as a great part of the journey was to be among 
wild Bushmen, he would certainty think we had not 
more than was necessary. Then, said he, Adam Kok 
must give his gun for mine, which is a bad one. 

I’he roi/al family were at dinner, in the corner of their 
yard, outside the house. The king’s distinction seemed 
to consist in his sitting next the pot, that contained the 
boiled ^eans, bn which they Were dining, and having the 
only spoon we saw, with which he helped himsejf and 
his friends, by putting a portion into tnch hand as it was 
held out to him. One of the was employed iw' 

cutting, with an axe, a dried |i|u rich, into, small pieces, 
and putting tbenl into a pot to be boiled, either to com- 
plete that repast, or to 3 ^ve for another soon after. One 
of Matggbe’s sisters was cutting up a filthy lookirig piece 
of putUng it into the same pot. Certainly an 

Engii^man would be dying" for Want of food, before he 
accepted ari invhatioato dine with the kingof l^titakoo; 
otherwise the sight of his dinner would afford more pain 
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than pleasure. These people are far from possessing 
nice stomachs, for they can eat with relish, the flesh of 
elephants, lions, tigers, calnel-Ieopard.s, quachas, 
Yesterday I observed one of them kill a goat by thrusting 
into its belly a long awl, which appeared a cTud opera* 
tion, but it is their method. 

At noon we had a public meeting in the square by 
desire of Matcebe, with hmi5iclf, and as many of his chief 
men as chose to attend. The King was seated on one 
of our stools; 1 sat on his right, Mr. Read on his left, 
and Mr. Anderson next. Our two interpreters sat on the 
ground before us, and the chi^f men and the people sat 
in half circles bcyond*them. We began by stating the 
truths which our missionaries would teach. Mateebe re- 
peated how little leisure his people had to learn.. Wo 
told him we had daily obseiwcd many men, women ‘and 
♦'■hildren doing nothing, and that a missionary w^ould have 
plenty of work to teach such. lie expressed surprize, 
that if all men came from one fatlicr and mother, as 
white men assert, they so differed from one another. 
lYc observed that in one family the dispositiotis of 
children often dillVivd. lie said Ihe missiotiariets would 
be safe, for when two of his people murdered John 
Kok, he brought them to bis \yife tb shoot them, 
that when she would not, he did'it. ' We^told liihi that 
ill that case he acted according* to the direction^in odr 
book, wdiich says, « he that sheddeth man’s blood, by 
man shall his blood be shed.” He ^aid, Whenever the 
missionaries have got ^ougti, they shall be all liberty to 
depart,” having no idea that they "can have any otlier 
vFew of coining but gain. He sqid, I beljeve there is a 
God who made ^llt1iihg$, who Ogives prosperity, slcknes$,^ ] 
and death,' but 1 do not knqwKSm,^* The knowledge h'q 
has, undou^edly came frbm the niissionfiry station at 
Klaar Water. fufndrbd pcrsoiis were present, 

and thbebnvemfidn lasted fwb’" boats; \ • 

In the afti?rnooi:i a perSbo stated as 4b objection to 
P2 
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missionaries cominj;:, “ that when praying, they would 
not see the enemy coming upon them” — and another said^ 
•• they never would be able to sing/* 

One of our people over-heard Mafceebe say to some 
of his people, who were sitting at a fire in our kitchen — 
I'hese men have been born before us — they know more 
than us — they make us dumb/* 

Mafeebe mentioned, that when on an expedition along 
with the Wanketzens, Makkabba their chief, and his 
servant appeared at a dance dressed in clothes of Dr. . 
Cowan, red and striped. He advised him to treat white 
peopl^j as he did, and he would get such things also. 

About the going down of Ibe sun we heard an 
uproar in front of Mateebe's h.ouse; the greatest scuffle 
in the streets of London deserves to be called stillness 
compared to it. We understood it was only a frolic. — 
They continued outside of the square till our worship was 
over, whether purposely or not I cannot tell, but then 
they sallied in and danced, sang, clapped hands, roared, 
and played on some instruments till about nine o*clock, 
when they suddenly retired. Matcebe, Miinaneets, and 
Rlateere, the three principal men in Lattakoo, attended 
our evening worship. The two latter came to our tent 
afterwards, the former of these (Munaneets,) all of us weie 
attached to., There was something apparently mild, 
amiable, sincere, and friendly, in his deportment. He 
told US he had much grief at the returning of the three 
men he sent in search >f Mateebe without finding him; 
he determined to trust no other, and tlnit was the reason 
why he went himself. He also wished to prepare the 
njind o| Matcebe to accede to our wishes. He promised to 
visi$»Klaar Water ne it moon,, toheur more of these things. 

After the arrival of Mateebe, Salakootoo, his uncle, 
a noisy, impudent and^ibrward mHn,bar(Uy ever appeared 
in the square j before, - he was constantly visiting and 
teazing us for* something. WhS&tlier he was in disgrace 
for his frequent robberies or not, I do not know. We 



• RESIDENCE AT LATTAKOO. 513 

were not troubled with people crdwding into our tent 
after Mateobe’s arrival, which Shews his infiuence to be 
considerable. 

News arrived this day, that MakraWctt, the chief who 
revolted from Mateebe, and Makkabhnr^ the Watiketzen 
chief, with whom he formed an alliatice, had had a dif- 
ference, and that Makkabba threatens an attack aftet 
seed time. Some of his people, from dread of this attack, 
have left him and taken refuge in I^takoo. The people 
in the west end of the town (which is the court end,) are 
of opinion, that Makrakka will return and submit to 
Mateebe, 

When expressing doubts to Mateebe of the murder ol* 
Dr. Cowan, he said you may depend upon itj they are 
murdered, and the waggons burberl-— that when among 
the Waiiketzeiis, he observed some of the barrels of the 
guns used in smoothing the seams of their skin clonks--<r. 
that when on an expedition against Makrakka's people, 
he found a Wanketzen woman, who told him that they 
had first taken the loose cattle and sheep from Dr. 
Cowan, that then a party went to inform Dr. Cowan 
of what the others had doUe, and that when they 
were preparing to set off in pursuit of the robbers these 
men seized and murdered them. 

Farther aecounUofjie Wttukefi^em, 

The Wanketzens are the next tribe or nation •hortli of 
Lattakoo; they are numerous, treacherous, and crUel. 
'I’hroifgh them tfie Matchappbes (Mateebe’s people,) 
obtain their copper rings, which are reported to be made, 
not by them, though the copper mountains are in their 
country, but by a nation to.the eastward of^them, or 
nearer to the Indian ocean. An instance of the treadiery 
of the* Wanketzens happened lately* They obtained a 
party of Matchappees and Coraiinas to assist them in an 
expedition beyond them. On tii^r arrival llu?y marched 
together to attack the enemyi > On the field 6T bntj^le, be- 
fore it commenced, the Wanketzens lej|jtbe Matchappees 
and Gorannas to fight it by themselves, when about 
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eighty of tijcni were killed. They considered this tran.'^ac- 
tioji as a snare laid for theni. 

It was while on this expedition that they learned the 
fate of poor Cowan and his company, 'fhey said that 
these people watthed an opportunity when he ajid his 
people might be separated, which soon occurred, when 
Dr. C. and Lieut. DeiTovan were bathii^ in a pool at a 
little distance from their waggons, and the cattle and 
sheep were feeding in another direct'on, guardt^d by part 
of the people. Those who guarded tlio c attle were first 
attacked and overcome, then the people at the waggons, 
and last of all the Doctor and his companion. Only one 
escaped, a man belonging to Klaar Water, who Hed to 
MakrSkka, by whom he also was murdered. 'Thus not 
one was left to carry back tidings of the catastrophe, 
which took place near the city of Melita, under the 
direction of Makkabba, wdm has absolute power over 
his people: his orders, however hazardous the service, 
must be obeyed. An instance in proof of this was stated 
to us. Jolin Bloom, a desperado, had put himself at the 
head of a plundering party : when he and his party were 
in the country of the Wanketzens, their chief ordered one 
oFhis people to go and murder John. The man went and 
murdered Another person instead of John Bloom, and 
then fled, but, being pursued he was overtaken and put 
to dcatlt; 

Jhe following u an account ^the journ^ of John Hendric^ 
a Griqua^ to the Hankeizms, he related it at 
Lattakoo, . . / 

His object was to shoot, and to barfer, for, cattle. He 
came, firjjt to Lattakoo.lisom . ts^bence tiP travelled eiist- 
ward to a people called 1^ the Matebappees, Red Caffres, 
but whose fejii nanie is^.'Ilamaitka. They appeared to be 
a mongfel race, betweep thdMatchappecs and Bushmen, 
and they .paint’ them|plves red. Their houses are round 
and tiiadedf re^s, like those of tlie Coraimas, but better 
constructed, ani^ept cleaner. They are not jso tall as 
the people at Lattakoo ; they -have cattle, sheep and goats. 
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nnd live togetlier in towns, but not so large as those of 
the Matchappees. They sow corn, pumpkins, &c. The 
first of their villages lies four /Jays^ journey from Lattakoo, 
and the chief’s name is Reebe. 

From thence he went to tlie city of Moo^sp, a chief of 
the Morolongs, who is cousin to Makrokka and Lesooma*. 
They are children of three brothers, who could nofagrcfe 
who should be chief ; Avherefore they separated and 
became independent Moosso and Lesooma live in one 
town, which is much larger than Lattakoo, perhaps con- 
taining ten or twelve thousand Inhabitants. It lies six 
days’ journey, N. E. from Reebe, Their manners and 
customs are nearly the same as the Matchappees at 
Lattakoo. 

Leaving Moosso, he travelled north t||the Wanketzens, 
and in three days reached the town of Melita, which is 
under the government of Makkabba. His father and 
grandfather were both of the name of Wanketz, in conse- 
cpieiice of which their people were called VVankerzens, 
Melita is smaller then Moosso: the language, manners, 
and customs, are nearly the same as the other Boot- 
chuana nations, only they, have large store-houses for 
containing provisions, and large earthen vessels for hold- 
ing their corn. They cultivate more ground, nnd have 
greater abundance of corn, beans, peas and water melons, 
than any of their neighbours.# They do not paint them- 
selves so much as Mateebe’s people — are cleanjj^ in their 
houses, in cooking and eating. Their air is more damp 
than towards the Great River. 7'be grass is more sour, 
with a .flat leaf, resembling wbat grows near the sea coast* 
111 some parts, the woods are extensive. The thorn, a tree 
known at the Cape by theuaine of white-tree, a^d another 
called there the waggon-tree, abound in the country of 
the Wanketzens. The Chief exercises more authority 
then any other of the Bootchnanas, and Ips eommancis 
are implicitly obeyed| ' 

John Hendric returned iri'a westerly* direction py the 
':town of Makrakka and the rivei> fMoloppo, from 
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whence he reached Klaar Water, where he soon aftoi 
leaAied that Makkabba had a design to murder him and 
his companions, and wouid accomplish it if he ever 
returned. 


CHAP. XIX. 


Account of Countries bei/and Lattdkdo, received froiU 
Mateebe and others* 

The first nation to the N.E. is a people called Mak- 
quanas, whose cliiers name is Seechaama. Their city is 
three times the size of Lattakob : their manners and 
customs are in every respect the same : they are exceed- 
ingly rich in cat#b». The Wauket/xns are continually at 
war with them for the sake of plunder. 

Beyond the Makqnanas, are tlie Magalatzinas, from 
whom the former and other tvihes obtain articles of 
clothing, and beads of European manufacture. 'J'hey 
ride upon elephants, and use bii Haloes to draw car- 
riages— are of a brown complexion, and have long 
hair. 

Next to them, E.S. E. of the Wanketzens, arc the 
Maklootuas, after whom come the Moonshuyanes; then 
the Mookoobes; then {he Makoanecs ; then the Bak- 
quanes beyond them ihe Boramateezas ; then tho 
Legoeeyas ; then the Bochakapceles ; then the Bamools- 
laatzas; then me Bor?*pobtzaans ; then the Bakotes; 
then the Mapantues. * 

On t!)e south side of the Yellow River are the 
Moleezanyanas, and beyojid them in a N. E. direction 
toward,.^^lagoa Bay^ are the Maquapas; and beyond 
them, in the same direction, the Matzslakoo, A mation 
of Cannibals is reported by the Matchappees to live be- 
yond them. The same also is reported by Hottentots 
and Bushmen. “ 

A nation east from the Wanketzens are called the 
AJarootzeea, whoscchiefs name is Seebechoone, and the 
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are similar in manners to them. They sov^ co|h and 
tobacco, and abound in cattle. Their eity is larger ilian 
Lattakoo, and their cattle kraal, (or inciosure for secur* 
ing cattle in the night time,) is so large that they fre- 
quentiy graze in it. It is said to be cold, perhaps on 
account of standing in an elevated situation. The grass 
is peculiarly short and Sweet. The country abounds in 
wood, particularly in one sort called Mangyerra, (of 
which they make large bowls,) which grows tall and 
thick. They have another tree, called Maggnana, and a 
black wood called Mola, which is very beautiful. From 
that nation the Matebappees obtain copper rings which 
they manufacture, andt iron for making their assagays. 
The Marootzees get their copper from tlie mountains. 
The ore is said to resemble the earth when dug from the 
mountain, after which they smelt it, and manufacture it 
into various articles. The iron is dug out in stones, and 
undergoes the same operation. Those who work in the 
mines are said seldom to come out of them, which ap« 
pears as if they were condemned to that employincnt. 
Near the Marootze is a river which runs to the eastward* 
either into the Great River near its source, or into some 
other river which loses itself in the Indian Ocean, The 
river Moloppo rises in the country of the Wanketzens, 
and runs into the Kroomaii. TJie Marootzees are two 
days’ journey from the WankStzens; anJ tbese^are five 
days’ journey from Lattakoo. 


The foUoxving is an Jccount of the Journey of Mooteere, 
who is generally employed by Mateebe as jlmbassador to 
other Chiefs^ related by himself. 

He went with a party on a plundering expedition 
some time ago. He travelieclfirst to, the north by Honey ’ 
Valley, and afterwards West, They trailed over extent 
sive deserts, destitute of water, lint wild water m&lons 
were a substitute for food and drihk : j^bese they found 
in abundance strewed over the desert. After a jdbJjacy 
Of five months, they readied a nation called Mampdor^ 
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who on a great water, across which they could 

ob^irve no laiid, and on which they observed the sun to 
set. They saw the people go on the water in bowls, (by 
which they no doubt incant boats,) and had pieces of 
timber which they put into the water, and pushed them- 
selves forward. He remarked that they were a peace- 
able and unsuspecting people — that he murdered a great 
many of them, and took away their cattle, with which they 
returned in five moons to Latialroo: > Those whom they 
did not kill fled, and left them to c:tn*»*Y oil* their cattle 
without molestation. Since Mootere*s return, Sala- 
kootuo, the king’s uncle, has made several successful ex- 
peditions against the same peoplct 


The following is an Account of Places knoren to the Griqtias, 
who were with us at Lattakoo, 

m 

WEST rilOIVI EATTAKOO. 

Patanec is distant three days* journey. The chief’s 
name is Leyeisy, and the number of inhabitants about 
fifteen hundred. They sow corn, pumpkins, beans, &c. 
Their houses and manners are the same as at Lattakoo. 
Leyeisy, during the hunting months, viz. from May to 
September, resides at Kuissee, six days’ journey N. W. 
of Lattakoo. This people were more dependant on the 
former king of Lattakoo ^tb an they are on the present. 
Their ctnnection at preset consists in their not engaging 
•in any wars or expedition^, without Mateebe’s consent; 
and it is probable thei. receiving missionaries must de- 
pend on the will of Mateebe. In ail other respects they 
appear perfectly independent- 

NORTH OF LATTAKOO. 

Chue, which means the IToney Valley, lies Ijetween 
three anc^f four "jolj rnev from Lattakoo. The inha- 
bitants are cvaumflSIaa^araHaree, or.Poor Bootchuanas, 
because th^e^ neithi&^r lkye, nor, lOitheir present situation, 
can have cattle or sheep. Their chief’s name is Leeve- 
kue; yet they itcknowledge themselves dependent on the 
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neighbouring chiefs and rich persons around. Tjjcir 
sons, for example, acknowledge themselves to be, to a 
certain degree, in subjectiom to the son of him whom 
their father served. They hunt with the dogs belonging 
to these rich men ; the skins also of the animals tliey 
kill they bring to these men ; the rest is their own. 
Should they kill an elephant, the teeth must be brought 
to these superiors. They not only use the assagay in 
bunting, but also, like the Bushmen, dig deep holes in 
the ground to Uke the animals. When called out to 
assist in plundering expeditions against their neighbours, 
all they acquire must be given to their superiors, and 
they depend upon thety generosity for any share. They 
are not permitted to wear cloaks of jackals* skins, or any 
dress wi)ich indicates rank or fortune; they only wear 
such skins as are not worn by the rich. Though nutne- 
roijs, they live in a scattered manner, only an inconsi- 
derable number live with the chief. As a reward for 
their labours, they receive from the rich families to 
whom they are in subjection, assagays and tobacco. 
They are under the protection of Matcebe and Leyeise in 
case they arc attacked, who discountenance any inter- 
course between them and the people nearer the colony, 
who bring articles of trade. 

NORTU-EAST FnOl^fiATTAICOi^. 

The town of Setaabee lies^^n a river of tlfe same 
name, which in the rainy season is a branch of the 
Meloppo, which is a day *8 journey, to the eastward of 
Setaabee. Setaabee lies seven days* journey from Latta- 
koo. Five years ago this was the residence of Makrakka, 
from whence he was driven by*Mallayabang, AJateebe*s 
father. This was occasioned by Makrakfca’s people steal- 
ing cattle from the subjects of Maliayabang. Part of 
his subjects revolted and joined Maliayabang; and the 
rest, to the number of about two thousand, went with 
him to live in the vicimty of the Wankejteens. * 

The river Meloppo, which comes from the eastUMrd,' 
has^a broad and strong current till it reaches Setaabee,* 
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when running among many large and deep holes, And 
over flat marshy ground, it is so weakened before it 
joins the Krooman river atKuissee, that it is completely 
dry cxc;ept in the raiiiy season/ All the rivers in the 
vicinity of the Meloppo, as well as those between the 
Krooman and Latlukoo, in the rainy season empty them- 
selves into the Krooman, which then runs into the Great 
River ; but in all other seasons not a drop reaches that 
riven 

To the west of Kuissee the connh/' is inhabited by 
poor Bootchnanas and Bushnun, across Africa to the 
Kamacqua and Damara countries. It is reported tliat 
beyond 'Teuiiee to the X. W. riiere is a people^ called 
Ghou Damara, who are numerous and have cattle, aiul 
also houses resemliling those of the Coranmis. 

Some years ago a party of Bastanl Ilotti ufots, with 
waggons and cattle, were hunting among the Buolchuanas. 
At a town where they were, the chief made tiiem a pre- 
sent of two oxen to kill, one lame, the otiior wild. The 
last ran off*, and the greater part of the Hotti iitots rah in 
pursuit of it. While thus scattered and entirely off* their 
guard, the Bootchuanas fell upon them and murdered 
the whole party. 

Two brothers of the name of Grika some years ago 
fled from the colony^ in consequence of having com- 
niittec\^ forgery ; the on|j was trodden to death by an 
idephant he had woufilied, the other accompanied Dr. 
Cowan, and was mimlered along with him. 

A paity of Bootchuanas, when hunting wild horses, 
came to a pool frequented by these animals in the night 
time for drink. They lay down near it to wait their 
arrival.' About midnight they heard the approach of 
animals which they concluded were wild horses, on 
which all, except one. who was asSleep, hastened to attack 
them. By the light of the moon they discovered that 
instead .f wild^hoTse^ it was a herd of young elephants, 
which are most\langerous to approach. On this disco* 
very evei^ one fled from them as fast as possible. When 
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they retu'mect tOMjthf pidQl in the mo.|^f9g'f t|)ey IbunA 
their cdnipenton, .to, 

death by the his <i jbcnrcl. 

Upon another when 

elepbfliitifA and bad wouQd]^ijtevet^;^%QO-’ 
them, capght hpld^t a tnan d^i^ 
him on the ground between bia ; fore 
tread him to death ; but the na^td^j|i^ly! ^ffl^^^ fU)adeiir 
him and ran off; hgt frotn.ibe' brbli^jW'.f^^w 
the animal’s truritBSamd the Iright. Jms 
time despaired of. 'ipb^obi^lKll^ oh^^Hli^tndt.- 
cations of wisdom in" the/ elephapn^jf^jl^^y^: not 
consider them very jHefibr 

animals. ' * 


Macookoo 
Moorluch 
. Inco 
Mooloii 
Meiiuo 
Chebbey 
Luleboe 
Monanwa 
La nail a 
Seakka 
Lechocho^ 
Shilelq 
Leebqlee 
heA^Lvania > 
Loqiiowho 
Sloomo 
L^qioUe 
Lechqbchqq* 

itoo ,, 
Shekoonoo 
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Mahove 

pottage 

JWoot7oo 

water 

Lcina kolioina 

what you 
name 

At* 


W'enna paita- 

you 9 import 

leets 

of me 
the saluta- 


fion to 
the kin^ 

Lere nmmt 

gwe me 

rJya 

no 

Poola 

rain 

Msirootg^ 

Peehoo lia- 



poola 

> ratnywint 

Peoua niocouy 

eaU wind, 

^ sovth eait 
} wind. 

'Poctrui nun Am. 

Which is sometimes called Bush 

menU wind, because they live in th« 
direction. « 

Bossikoo 

dork 

Kuyla 

T ii>nrs.o 

moon ' 

« 


iKomtna 

C be/ote smi 

kdokoo 

\ rise 

Satzee oprima 

sunset 

Afootzeekooie 

day 

MoohclU 

one 

I HooI)c»Me 

two 

Hoonigh 

three 

Ilooiie 

four 

ffrtochonoo 

Jioe 

Marrnotar 

siv 

Qua^hoopa 

seven 

Qiiareha 

eight 

Qualura 

nine 

{^hooiiie 

ten 

Hootchu 

eleven 

Hoobedee 

twelve 

[Joovdioo 

thn teen 

lloouai 

fourteen 

Hootatiuoo 

fJHen. * 

Hooiataroo 

sixteitu 

Qtiashoopoo 

hermit en 

MtbeW 

eighti €11 

Moonga brill 

mm teen 

Shoomc *-lioomi 

(went j. 


. CH \P. XX. 

* « 

« 

DepaiUne from Lattahoa, 

Tub chlldreu in gene il are cheerful and playful, bul 
their diversions do not appear to be numeious. The 
only ones I obsrived weie — beating each other with 
wands, juid defending themselves with then little skir 
cloaks, using them as shields — beating sand with sticks 
towards each other— shooting with bows and arfows— 
two parties throwing small pieces of turf at each othei 
— and throwing pieces of wood in imitation of assagayi 
or darts. * • 

7tb. We began eaiiy in the morning to prepare foi 
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leaving Lattakoo. Matcebe matle a present of an ox to 
■Ml. Read, ami another to which he said was the 

rusioni of Ills father Mallayahnng, wtun visilrd bystran- 
gei". Westated that we had heard that be and hi$ people 
intcndi d to icmove to the Krooman rivA, three days jour- 
ney iicaier to Klaar Water, and we shonld like to know 
w hether it was his design so to do. Ib'Stud they would only 
leinove, for the present, to Latlakoo liter, which is over 
the hill about two miles south ol the present scite ol the 
(ity , and theie they would n^inaiu until the missionaues 
came, and would consult w ith them about their greater 
nrnoval. He then asked for a iieckelotb; we presented 
hull with tw'O — one he put lound his neck, and th<j„other 
ovci his head as a night cap, which completely distin- 
guished linn fiom all his subjects — but tiu'v were soon 
I'cail} led will) the paint with which his body was co> 
) ered. 

As Mr. Andi rson had invited the poor woman and her 
tAo itaiving children to Klaar Water, because nocrea^ 
til re at Latlakuo would assist her, we asked Mateebe’s 
permission. “ Oyts,” said hey** you may take them.*’ 

I wished to find iny young fnend Sehoiya, and on 
calling out her name, it was repeated by the children as 
loud as they could bawl, which soon biougbt her, when 
I presented her with about a y'lyrd of gilt chain, with 
which she tan off to shew it to 'her parents. « 

As they had neither fowls, noPducks, nor geese, the 
introducti()n of these would greatly assist them — as also 
of potatoes, onions, cabbages, beans. Oak trees, which 
grow well in the colony, might also be planted, and 
afford a pleasing shelter from t4ei sun’s rays m summer. 

Our waggons moved to the outside of the ^juare as 
our oxen wete yoke^ to them, amidst the shouts of hun- 
dreds of spectators. In conversation, Mateebe chafed, 
that some of his people died by |he band of and 
others by witchcraft. * * , * 

About a mouth ago, Makkabba sent another cbief> 
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who is residing with him at presait, on an expedition 
agitinst a neiglibouriiig chief, in which he killed that 
chief, and carried away alV the cdttle, which must have 
reduced that people to a pibst miserable condition, for 
the dependence of all in this part of Africa is chiefly on 
their ca^ile. It is very probable that Makkabba’s success 
on this occasion arose from bis having Dr. Cowan’s guns, 
powder, and shot. 

The desire of knowing the inleunrof Africa is very 
' strong in Europe, and probably can only gratified by 
missionaries gradually penetrating into ( he country. Mls> 
siouary stations aie surroonded by moral atmospheres, 
or have a pioral and civilizing influence to a considerablu 
distance around, beyond which it is extremely hazardous 
for white men to go. But when a missionary settlement 
has existed some time at Lattakoo, another may easily 
be introduced among the Wankctzeiis and others, who 
on their visits to Lattakoo will become acquainted with 
the, missionaries — will witness the advantage tierived from 
their residence among that peoplc'-^will bear vniious 
things which the missioyaries teach, and on their return 
to their own lauds will report yvhat their eyes have seen, 
aqd their ears heard. This intelligence will probably 
produce a desire that missionaries may visit them also, 
and thus invitations wdl be sent to Lattakoo, requesting 
that wjjtita men may be ient to instruct them also. 

'I'be waggons bcing<i>nearly all ready, I mounted my 
scat. Mateebe came and leaned with hia head on the 
side of the waggon where I sat for several minutes, till 
a person pointed out bis danger from the wheel, should 
the oxen move. 

Matedbe, who seemed at first to have a forbidding 
aspect, every hour grew in our estimation, and I felt 
much at parting from him. Not one article bad been 
stolen or taken forcibly from any of us, except two hut* 
.tons, for/rbidh tbeemprit was driven out of the public 
squaif. 
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To leach these Matchappees to sit on chairs instead of 
the ground^ or to sleep on beds instead of skins, or to 
eat wi th knives and forks at a teble instead of their fingers, 
vvould be no easy task; but they consider such drilling 
as this to be the chief object of niflsionaries coming 
among them, not being able to conceive the wonderful 
importance of receiving the knowledge of revealed truth, 
as connected either with their present or everlasting in- 
terests. 


CH«lP. XXL 

JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER. 


From Latlakoo to Malapeetzee^ 

July 7tli, 181:3. 

Exactly at noon our waggons began to move from 
Lattakoo, surrounded by a gazing multitude. Our 
journey was now to be directed/ eastward, to a part of 
Africa hitherto unexplored by any 15 uropean traveller; 
but having heard that a considerable number of people 
inhabited these parts, who would be accessible by mis* 
sionaries, we deemed it desirabl^.to pay them a visit, 
in hope of being able hereafter to send itiissidharies 
among them* . , * 

While moving from Lattakoo, I could not but continue 
looking back towards it, so long as it remained visible, 
as an interesting place— --a^eity which may yet become a 
Jerusalem to Africa. Paul had talents, before his con- 
version, suited to the work be had to perform SVter it.. 
In point of natural abilities, they appeared to me supe- 
rior to any of the African nations we had seen. They ; 
are a sprightly and ingenious people. . 

At two, P. M. we halted at a brook called Kookoo, 
(or Sunrise,) perhaps because it lies east fro,m Lattakoo 

« 
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where vvc filled on r water vessels. At three, P. M. we 
baited for a while at a small shepherd's place called Miil- 
iamatchoo, which lies near another brook of water. 
Around both places many cattle were feeding among high 
grass. At four,*^P. M. we passed another shepherd's 
place, called Kakania. At six in the evening halted 
at the side of a wood, where there was nb water. The 
water was two miles further, but we purposely halted 
here, lest our fires should frighten away the buffaloes, 
which we hoped to shoot in the morning their way to 
that water. 

We travelled all day over |^ound which had a^en- 
tle ascent, with a hilly ccufltry to the north and 
south : the first part of our journey lay to the Iv and the 
last to the N. E. The country before us liad the ap- 
pearance of a corn field, bounded by. the horizon. Ther- 
mometer at noon, 68. 

8th. in the morning the ground was covered with hoar 
frost. Just before sun-rise we killed a buffalo and her 
calf, which gave great pleasure to tbe eleven Matchap- 
pees who accompaniec? us as guides. They petitioned 
very earnestly for the brea.%t of the calf, which is the ])art 
allotted to the Bootchuana chiefs of every beast that is 
killed. They seemed truly anxious to taste this forbid- 
den part; for they bejr the image of father Adam 

Th® morning light itiscovered tp us many a veteran 
tree that bad withstoiSd the storms of past ages, but was 
now cruinhling to pieces by’thc hand of time. At nine, 
A. M.'we went forward; our dogs soon, discovered water 
among reeds^ to which some oPour people ran, and drank 
along with the dogs, who .would not part with their right. 
After proceeding a little further we Imlted in front of a 
wood^^^iear water* Thermometer at sun-rri^e (seven) 
34: at boon, 60. 

This was a very busy fm*eoQoii to our Matchappees, 
for we*aboupded' in buffalo Resb, and they employed 
their time diligently in roasting and devouring it. They 
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seemed as if they feared that such an opportunity for 
feasting would never occur again. When sitting by the 
fire, they were cooking with cfne hand and feeding tliem- 
sfelves with the other : if they left the Iiq? for a little time, 
they were sure to carry a large bone in their hand, pick-* 
ing it as they walked, and when it was d^ne they re- 
turned for more- We named this Alers Fountain. 

Our sheep having strayed, we could not depart till 
thi ee, P. M. when our journey continued among tall 
grass and bushes until six, P. M. When we halted at a 
fountain of water. Sortie^ of our people had killed a buf- 
falo, which lay at a little distance; but having, heard 
lions and wolves at hand, it was judged prudent to defer 
cutting it up till the morning, judging it better that the 
carcase should be exposed to the ravenous lions, than our 
own people. 

0th. Having been continually ascending ever since we 
left Lattakoo, we were now on high ground, wdiicbthe 
thcrmorncter seemed to indicate at sun-rise, for then it 
stood at 24, and the ice was halfi an inch thick. As the 
cattle had strayed among the bu/ies, we could not depart 
till ten. We took into our waggons, as we passed, the 
buffalo that was kilted the night before, which neither 
lions nor wolves had discovered. It w^as all cut to pieces 
before we reached it, chiefly byj^the Matchappees. At 
eleven, we passed a pool of pure w^ater, which we named 
Newton Fountain, in memory of the late valuable rector 
of St. Mary Woolnolh. By the number of bujfalo-paths 
leading to that fountain,, it must be frequented by very 
many. We observed smoke ascending at a distance, to 
the north, from the burning of withered gra^. " J’he , 
whistling of our Malchappefes so much . resembled 
singing df birds, that I was often at a loss to d(slihguShr 
between them. Thermometer at noon, 60 , 

At noon we saw niimerous flocks of springbucks, and 
some of our people felf in with some vrtinderihg Bush- 
men, who appeared to menace them. Distant hiil^ to 

Q« ^ 
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the eastward came in view, and a plain, which, in tnost 
directions, had no vi sible termination. This we named 
Bogue Plain. At live, P. M. we arrived at a Bootchuana 
Bushman village, which had the appearance of extreme 
wretclmdnesa. li is called Marabay, which is the name 
of a plentiful fountain and stream of excellent water, at 
a few liundred yards distance. At this fountain wc took 
up our residence for the night. The peo|>le weni greatly 
alarmed at our approach, notknouo'g what to make of 
us, having very probably never seen vviigr^ons or wliite 
people before, 'riie village was composed of ten huts, 
shaped like an inverted tea-cup. ' 

Here 1 took down the names of the lMatchap|Xies who 
accompanied us as guides to Malapeetzee. 

1. Maroomachia^ or, Village Assagay, who is cousin to Ma- 

tcehe, and is the person wo engaged for our 
guide, the others accouipanying him as 
guards on his return. 

2. Machanooy I'lie roof of the month, so named ht cause 

his father, when cattle were slain, was fnir- 
tial to ^>at part of the animal. 

3. Thfu, A lion. 

4. Leraa^ A commando, or j)avty for stealing. 

5. Tchehovre^ BFad. 

C. Imjuagec^ A thorn. 

7. Caiosooe^ Entrails^* 

8. JMeoonslweey Bluclv 

i). Omjjooree, A ftnuale, so named because born on tht 
day whvii Mateebe returned from a ten 
months* expedition against that and other 
people. 

10., Serebaal, A child* forsaken. (Omporee's daughter.) 

*11 • Stnekm, No home, (ditto son.) 

" Botpftvliich names are very descriptive of their pre- 
sent circumstances, being forsaken by their father, and 
from compassion we were bringing them to Klaar Water, 
there to assist fcliem to obtain a living. 

lOtb. There was ice in the moriiing on the water. 
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At eleven we left Marubay Fountain, ami travelled along 
its banks, over flat rocks resembling pavement, till it 
joined a river coming from tlAj S.W. by which junction 
a considerable stream was produced, which we name<l 
Arrowsmith River, in reference to lha!f gentleman's lau- 
dable attention to the iinpiovement of maps. Thermo- 
meter at noon ()8. I’ravelled till two, P. M. in a S. 
direction, when we entered a long narrow valley, in 
which our course was to the S. At five, P, M. crossed a 
deep rocky channel of a river, which was then dry, but 
in which, Irom its appearance, much water must flow in 
the rainy season. We killed a beautiful quacha at u lit- 
tle distance from the rTver, which, though a. species of 
horse, gave much satisfaction to our Matchappees; tiie 
flesh being s\veet it pleases their palates. We had been 
pushing forward all day, if possible to reach Malapeetzec 
at night, that we might spend the Sabbath there; but 
finding this would be impossible, we halted among some 
bushes, not fai' from a little water- 

nth. Being informed that we might reach Malapeet- 
zee in two hours, we went foward about eight, A.M. 
We crossed the plain in a 1 ^. iijt direction, tow'ards the 
mouth of a pass, through hills which divide the Boot- 
cliuana and the Coranna countries. About a mile from 
what wc named Wilberforce wc fou'i^d near a hun- 
dred Lattakoo people, who had left it after us, •having 
coiiie by a nearer way across the iJills. Their object was 
to gather ounshes’ roots Tor food. They had slept 
among the bushes all, night* though it was a very cold 
one. They seemed pleased to see us again, and soon 
began their old trade of begging snuiT and tobacco from 
us. Exactly at the mouth of Wilberforce Pass/we came 
to fV small village of Red Caffres, wlio on our approach 
fled to the top of a hill behind the kraal; but on per- 
ceiving we w^ere accompanied by some Matchappees, the 
men ventured down, aftd afterwards, on^lieir oalling to 
then), the women descended also. Their appearance in- 
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dicaled wretchedness in the extreme, and they seemed to 
behold US with astonishment, being a most novel sight to 
them. Their dwellings wire so low as to be hardly visi- 
ble among the' bushes till quite close to them. They 
were the sh^ipe ot* half a hen's egg, with the open part 
exposed to the weather, which must be extremely incon- 
venient in the rainy season, unless they are able to turn 
the inclosed side to the storm,/ which might easily be 
done. For a Christian man to spend his days in deliver- 
ing such beings from their wretchedness in this remote 
part Of Africa, would be one of the noblest acts of bene- 
volence which could be recorded in the historic page. 
God is able to produce such men, and to bless their 
efforts. They were so Covered with dirt, mixed with 
spots of very red paint, that it appeared probable Hone 
of them had had any part of their bodies washed since 
they were born. 

After travelling in a N.E. direction for three miles, on 
Wilberforce Pass, we entered a romantic square, formed 
by hills, charmingly covered v^ith tufts of trees here and 
there, at the east side of Inch lay the town of Malapeet- 
zee, to visit which wc came in this direction from 
liSttakoo. 


CitAP. XXII. 


Malapeetzee — Interview with the Nathes-^fTheir Account of 
Dr. Cowan's Murder,, 

Mai^aprctze^i is the name of a place, near the river 
Makkarab;’ but the Corauna people are known by the 
name of Tybuss Knial, and also Makholoyanli Kraal^ 
The iuhabitarjts seemed to gaze^at our approach With a 
mixture of fear and astonishment. They stood in groups^ 
viewing as frorh a distance, for some time after our arri- 
val. At lengtji we obtained a meeting with the people. 
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to inform them of the object of our visit, that we might 
put th^r mirtds at rest on that head. It was some time 
before we could learn who# was their Chief. First they 
.said they bad no chief; then, that it was ^ person of the 
name of Tybuss^ who was' not now wi^i them,; then, that 
Oukey who was present was chief in his absence. We 
addressed ourselves to hina as to the object of our visit. 

The chief told us. that he bad been for some time at 
Head’s Fountain, whenf missionaries were there, and liart 
heard that the knowledge df God was to be sent to all 
men, and he thought our coming shewed the truth of 
that. As for himself lie had no objection to a misl^ionary 
coming among them, but he could only speak for him- 
self, for though .they Called him their chief, they, would 
not take his advice — For instance,” said he, the son 
of Tybuss, with'SOrtie others, would go on an expedition 
with the Wankefzens; I advised them against it, yet 
they went, and were murdered. They are,” continued 
he, a divided people; you see they will not tell what 
they think.” We said we did not press for an answer 
at present ; they might consu^ together, and give us an 
answer on the morrow. TliCTmometer at noon, 72. 

While sitting before us, we observed a sllyer bugle- 
born in the front of one of their principal men’s hair. 
We concluded this mCst have belonged to the regimental 
dress of Dr. Cowan, or Lieiflenant Denovan.# Mr. K. 
employed one of our people to purchase it with tobacco, 
which he effected. The man said he obtained it from 
the people beyond them to the north; 

We had meetings for worship among ourselves, and in 
the evening met with the inhabitants for their instruction, 
vyhen Mr. Anderson spoke to them by means of an inter- 
preter. 

12th. Thermometer at sun-rise, 32. There are fifty- 
six huts; about three hundred inhabitants; two thou- 
sand cows at this, lu^d as many at two other stations. 
They live almost entirely on their cattle, especinlly on 
the milk, so that they have little else to do but to milk 
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their cows. They were formerly under the government 
of two brothers, Linx and Abby, who not agreeing, sepa- 
rated ; some of the people following the one, and some 
the other. Those who at present reside at Malapeetzee 
cleaved to Linx, vyho is^dead, but Abby continues at the 
h( iul of a numerous Kraal ^o the N.E. 

In general they arc neither so tall, nor so black as the 
Matchappees ; they do not seem to paint or powder so 
iniich as they, nor are they so industrious. They get 
both their assagays and skin cloaks from them. I'he 
persons and dress of the females seem much the same as 
those of the Matebappee women. They appear from 
their countenances to be clever, bvt from their affluence 
in cattle, and having few wants, they are very indolent. 
Onkey told us they intended to separate soon, but that 
he and his friends were determined to remain at Mala- 
peetzee. 

Wc had a meeting with the people about nine A.M. 
when most of the inhabitants attended. Mr. R. ad- 
dressed them, through an interpreter, giving them a 
summary of bible doctrinp, to which they listeneil with 
scimiing attention, and appeared to be pleased with our 
singing. We aiterwards had a meeting with them re- 
specting Iheir willingness to receive a missionary — they 
wore cautious in declaring their minds; however, some 
said;, tin y would be verjy'.glad if we would send some 
one to teach them. ^ Coranna female of our com- 
pany said the women werej@-much displeased with the 
i))cn for not speaking tU^ir minds freely, for, sakl 
they, it is the very thing we have long desired. There 
is no doubt but missionaries would meet with a kind re- 
ception*. ^ 

* Since my return to England, I have received a letter from 
Mr. 'Anderson, in whicli he says, they are longing for the arrival 
of tlie expected missionaries. This post, in relation to the other 
^j^raiils of C^TtHimas ^ear them and the nations beyond them, is 
^extremely important. 
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An uncle of Mateebe, who !ivrs here, stated as an ob- 
jection to a missionary comi?v; to them, hrs inability to 
speak their language, consecyiently be could be, he said, 
of no use to them. We said they would be young men, 
and coiise<}ucntly would soon tbeir language; and 
before that, he would be able to tell them many things 
by means of an interpreter. This answer gave satis- 
faction. 

Having enquired respecting Dr. Cowan and his com- 
pany, they staled, that they had l3een on an expedition 
against the Kraal of Makrakka, and had seen there ma- 
ny knives and an epaulette — that they were informed by 
a \voinan they had taken, that his sheep were first cap- 
tured, then the waggons were attacked, taken, and burn- 
ed — the guns were with Makkabba — they had heard of 
the murder long ago — that Makkabba had some time ago 
an assembly of people from various quarters, on which 
occasion he boasted that his father, though a great war- 
rior, had never coiupicred people with guns — that Mak- 
rakka had brought Dr. Cowan to the Wanketzens, where 
be was murdered, and thus heis suspected to have bad 
a hand in the murder. ^ 

Our guides who came with us from Lattakoo said 
they had been on the same expedition, and had seen 
Dr. Cowan’s clothes, many knives and forks, spoons, 
and guns, A man of the nai/Te of Tow* had hi*ought 
with him to Lattakoo a night gown, which had be- 
longed to a boor who accompanied them, and it was 
still there. They heard that the waggons had been 
burned and the horses shot~that the women wore their 
buttons — and that the sheep and oxen were still alive in 
diflerent places. • 

At three P. M. we took leave of our eight Matchap- 
pee friends, who had accompanied us as guides from 
Lattakoo, sending by them our respects to Mateebe. 
We rewarded them for, their trouble, by giving each a 
little tobacco, with which they were well satisfied. In 
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lieu of these attendants, we obtained seven Coranna 
guides; for this part of Africa wfta entirely unknown 
to any of otir company- *We bad heard of the river 
Malalarecn, on the banks of which many Btishmen 
were reported t<f live; arid We were persiraded, that 
could We fall in with this river, it would conduct us to 
the Great River; we therefore requested out Coranna 
guides to lead us to that river, after which they might 
return to Malapeetze. Orie of ike chief men made us a 
present of a goat : on counting our sheep, we fohud one 
with its lamb was missing. We did not suppose they , 
had been stolen, but had strayed. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


Departure /rant Malapeetzee — Come in eight of the River 
MalaUiretn — Makoons Kraal — Travel along the Mala- 
lareen — Arrive at a Griyua Village, 

After taking leave oK the inhabitants, who all came 
out to witness our departure, we left Malapeetzee. We 
travelled southward, in an open country, with low hills 
to the east and west, but in general over the most rough, 
rocky ground *we had liiVt with during the whole of our 
journey. It was surprizing that our waggons were not 
broken to pieces. Wc travelled in search' of water till 
nine P. M. vvitliout findiug ,aUy; when we descended over 
rocks to a small valley enclosed by hills, in which there 
was a deep, rocky , bed of a river, but no water. Here 
we bu,lt^ during the night, 

13th|j(' At sunrise w<< left ®ur retreat, ascending' a bill 
immectfately behind it. On reaching the summit,- otje 
of .the most charming epuntries we bad seen in Africa 
qatiie alj^at ouce into view. Th© hills were beautifully 
ornamented wiih trees to thfeiii very tops, and the valleys 
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tcfsenibled the finest piirks in England;. but what cssen* 
tially cdntrrbuted to add lustre to' the scene, in the esti- 
Riatiort of thirsty travellets,«waB the wiiidings of lli'e Ma- 
• lalareen river Jn the front of the hills. There was likOH^ise 
the appearahce of distant forests. The long withered 
grass among tufts of trees rendered the descent from the 
hill extremely "pleasant looked at each other as if 
we had got into a new world; it whs so difi'erent from 
the country we had left ori the other side of the hill. At 
nine M« \Vo approached a BUshinan ' Kraal, consisting 
of a few huts, l^he Busbnsen supposing We were ene- 
mies approaching to attack tbem^ hastily turned out, 
and drew up in battle array. The chief brandished his 
bow', and jumped into the air, endeavouring to intimi- 
date us. Our men, who were in front, made signs that 
we came as friends, and on a nearer approach they so far 
convinced them of it that they laid aside their bows and 
poisoned arrows ,* but their women concealed themselves 
in their huts. 

After conversing a little widi the chief, whose name 
is Makoon, I stepped aside to I«is hut, and stooping down, 
looked into it, but the terror depicted in the counte- 
nances of bis two wives when they saw me, I sl^all not 
soon forget; had it been A lion oi* a tiger they could not 
have expressed greater alarm. ^With a vi§w" to conciliate^ 
I took out my watch, opened it, and held it beWre them; 
on observing its motion, they evidently concluded it must 
be a living animal, and iny offering to hold it near their 
ears, to hear its sound, seemed to convince them it was 
some dangerous creature, by which I intended to injure 
them, for they almost overturned the hut in order to 
escape from the watcii. On observing that ilieir terror 
was not affected, but real, 1 left them, and carried the 
watch open to Makoon, which he and his men viewed 
from a little distance with fear and surprise. On offer- 
ing to hold it near his Vir, he shrunk bairk, but^to display 
his courage before his people, he sumrnoned up all his 
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resolution, and ventured to listen to the beating of the 
watch. On observing that the chief was uninjured, the 
others ventured to allow the<watch to be held near their 
ears also. For some time every ‘ eye was directed to this 
vronderful phenonlenon. We then made them a pre- 
sent of tobacco, which being an irresistible temptation 
to the ladies in the huts, induced them to abandon their 
concealment, and to venture near us to solicit a little also: 
they then allowed the watch to be held near their ears> 
on which they all sat down to smoke. Makoon’s two 
wives were only about four feet in height, and not the 
least deformed, and each had a very small infant lied to 
her back. * 

Having never seen white people before, it was not 
surprizing to find them alarmed at the sight. They had 
never heard of Klaar Water, or of missionaries. We ex- 
plained to Makoon our reason for visiting his country — 
convinced him we could inform him of many things that 
would do good to him and his people, especially con- 
cerning the Being who made him, and his people; the 
sun, moon, mountains, &c. and that if he con- 

sented, we should send, from a distant land, two persons 
who would t^ch bis people these things. His reply 
was short, but comprehensive, viz. “ I shall be very glad 
if any person will com^, to my country, to tell meand 
iny people what we do^ not know.” He added, I 
have many people over <,'here,” pointing to the eastward. 

We are peaceable Bushnren ; so was my fatlier, and 
his father, they never stole any thing from their neigh- 
bours;” and, apparently, toencourage us to send teachers, 
he said, We have plenty of game and of water.*^ Some 
of their ftftes , w*ere frightfully smeared with red paint, 
perhaps hastily put , on to terrify us, had we proved 
cne^ies- 

' H|te we halted, near the river, about half past nine 
A.M. Tljiis rivef is called MalaltJreen by the Bootchua- 
aaas, Ilhou by the Corannas, and by others, the Heart. It 
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was a singular providence that we were led to the very 
spot where the chief of all the Bushmen on that river 
happened to be; for had w€» crossed the hill only half 
•a mile higher up, we could not have discovered the 
Kraal, and consequerilly should not bdve effected the ob- 
ject of our visit to that hitherto unknown region. The 
thing was of the Lord, and augurs well in favour of these 
poor Bushmen. Makoon is evidently a clever man, but 
lie appeared to us to be possessed of nothing but the skin 
cloak that covered him, and bis bow and arrows. Those 
mi'^sionaries who may cheerfully spend their days for 
the benefit of such a race of men, so remote from the 
habitations of civilized life, well deserve the thanks and 
support of all the churches of Christ. 

At half past two P.M. we took leave of Makoon and bis 
people, and crossed the Mulalareen at, what our Hotten- 
tots wished should be called. Missionary Ford. We pro- 
ceeded chiefly S. and sometimes S. W. A little before 
stm-set some of our people fired at some camel-leopards, 
which they judged were about ^igbteen feet high. I saw 
them scampering away. The^' appeared huge animals, 
but at the distance I was from them, I could not judge 
accurately of their height, they are however certainly 
the tallest animals with which we are acquainted. At 
eight P. M. w^c halted on the Jjanks of tjie Malalarcen, 
under the shade of some trees, where we found* various 
horns of wild animals strewed abhut, and plenty of fire- 
wood. A Bushman family from a little distance paid us 
a visit. 

14th. Thermometer at sun-rise, 27* Left Vander- 
kernp Plain at noon, when the thermometer stood at 76 . 
The Malaiareen runs here in the form of a bow ; of 
course we travelled as along the string to the E. The 
plain was well stocked with game. We shot a knoo, 
about the size of an ordinary cow; part of which we 
gave to our seven Ccfriftinas, who acoompaiSted us as 
guides from Mala peetzee, after lyhich they left us. Their 
names weic ^ 
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Kaeenrde^hareet or Lively Sunshine. 

Koorhee^ A white stone. 

Mo*i<fuee^ To Uihig right. 

CiictUteHy 

Kchsechn^ t, Foreihpsl. 

Teoon havely An unsuccessful hunt. 

Mookha^ Sharp sight. 

The country on tlie opposite, or east side of the Mala* 
lareen, is beautifully covered with trees, the prospect be- 
ing bounded by low and distant hills. t seven, P. M. 
we fell in with the river again, and halted for the night. 
A wolf soon got the scent of oiir sheep, and drew near, 
but finding we vvere.too strong for him, he only roared 
at us a while, and walked off. T'he night being cold and 
firewood scarce, we retired to sleep as soon as possible. 

16th. Thermometer at sun-rise 42, with strong and 
cold wind. Our tea and coffee being expended, we 
tried, as a substitute, Caftre corn, which did very well. 
Having been destitute of flour for bread for the last two 
Weeks, we found Bootcliriana beans a good substitute : 
for butter we u^ed the fa^of our sheeps" tails, which 
when properly prepared, tastes much like fresh butter. 
Walking along the bank of the riycr, I nearly fell into 
a concealed Bushman's pit; Whicli would have been the 
same as falling I’pon the|^<%int of a spear, a sharp stake 
being fijftd at the bottom. Thermometer at noon 72, at 
which time we departed* S. W. At one, P, M, wx cross^ 
ed the Malalareen, and half an hour had to recross it: 
in doing so, one of bur waggons stuck fast in the middle 
of the strean>, in cons^uence of the' fore wheel sinking 
into a hole; however, after great exertion by the Hot- 
tentots and the oxen,"^ it was happily dragged out. 
About sudVset our people killed aquacha. The difference 
between tiiese animals^on tlie north and south sides of 
the Gr^at River is considerable. Both are striped over 
the^ whole t)ody,4mt those on the north side have black 
and white stripes, whil^ those on the south are black 
and brown : of the cause of so great a difference I can- 



jDtY.] JQVIWfBY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER. 330 

not hazard a coiijepture. After seveinl houratraveUii^ there 
was no appearance of our friendly river, and we began 
to tear we should^ not soon (iad it; however, at' teniP. M. 
•we reached it. 

Thermometer at sun-rise B8-7-at ndbn 60 , when we 
departed, and pa^ed the end o^^ Hainmes*^ Hills, on the 
west side of tlie river. We soon got into a place of deep 
rimd, concpaled by tall withered grass, in which tbe 
otcen beginning to sink almost to their knees, like vessels 
in a storm trying to.make'.th.e nearest port, each waggon 
made baste to the nearest point of firm ground, puring 
this bustle we shot a wild peacock, which tpeai^red six 
feet from the tip of on^ wing to that of the, other. At 
two, P.M. we crossed to the east side of the river, on 
which we entered a beautiful level plain, which we named 
Kingsland Plain, where nn alfecting incident occurred. 
A poor knoo had its hind leg broken by a shot a little 
above the foot, when it ran towards our waggons about 
a mile on its stump. It. halted about a hundred yards 
from our waggons to drive avyiy the dogs who were 
teaziug it. One of them was^early caught by its horns, 
which are almost of the shape of hooks, and with these 
he is able to do great execution. He made a noble de-" 
fence, but a shot entering his forehead, be gave up the 
contest, laid himself on the gi^uiid, and almost instantly 
expired. Two springbucks also were killed in, the same 
plain. * 

Two Bushme^, with inucli timidity approached us 
while cutting up .the knoo, to whom we made a pre» 
sent of the hack bone, covered with flesh, for which 
tliey seemed grateful; but. while euttii^ it they held 
their bow8.aud poisoned arrows: in their hands, as if jealous 
of their safety among, such strange visitors as never were 
seen in their pact ofthe world beiore. 

About seven, P. M. we a^in fell in with the Mala- 
lareen, which my wiiggon attempting* to cress, stuck 
fast in the mud,, when one of the oxen falling on his 
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side was so entangled he could not be raised. Fires 
being lighted up around, to enable us to see what 
obstacles opposed, discovei*fed the opposite bank to be 
so steep that the oxen could not drag up the waggon. 
About sixteen ox'en being yoked to the hinder part of 
the waggon, we were drawn backwards to the land^ 
after having been an hour in the river. I was glad for 
the sake of our people who had stocxllong in the water, 
that there was abundance of wood to make good fires to 
warm and dry them. Had travelled S. W. 


CHAP. XXIV. 

‘ Arrival at the Great Rit:er — Deliverance from Lion.9» 

July 17th. 

At seven, A.M. we crossed the river very easily, a 
few hundred yards higher up. At ten, A. M. after de. 
scending a considerable t|me, we again fell in with the 
river, where we met four Bushmen, who informed us \ye 
were not far from the mouth of the river. At eleven we 
observed oxen feeding at a distance, which we afterwards 
found were sent from our friends at Klaar Water, to re- 
lieve our weary, aui rhals. « Soon after we came in sight of 
three vraf^jgoiis belonging to these friends, who had come 
there to hunt sea cows/' At noon we arrived at the Yel- 
low River, into which the M^ldalareen empties itself./ The 
yellow river is considerably larger than the Thames above 
the tide, and is also much increased by the junction of 
the other. At tliis conSuence is one of the most charming 
spots, on earth, the river ^ and its elevated banks being 
covered with trees. This part of the Great River was 
never before visited by white menf Thermometer at 
noon Up. Travelled to-day S. Wi. , 

1 8th. Thermometer at sun-rise '50 ; at noon 68. A 
Bushman with his tvro wives visited us. They witness- 
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cd our worship, but seemed to take very little notice of 
it After our worshfp, I went to a retired eminence on 
the 1>ankaof t|ie river. The views to the i?. E.> E., and S. 
E. were very extensive. The reffection that no Euro- 
pean eye hed ever surveyed these plaint, and mountainSf 
and rivers, and that l wasten thousand miles from home» 
made a solemn impression on mV mind' which was deep- 
ened by the stillness which at that time prevailed. I 
snatched a scrap of paper from my pocket, on which 1 
wrote the following lines : ' 

I’m far from what I etiW my home, 
la regions wher6*no white men come } 

Where wilds and wilder men are found. 

Who never heard the gospel sound. 

Indeed they know not that there’s one 
Ruling on high, and GOD alone. — 

In days and nights for five tuonlhs past. 

I’ve traveii’d much ; am here at last. 

On banks of stream wclJ named Great, 

To drink ils water isa treat. — 

But here to have the living%rord, 

Enriching treasure ! Spirits sword, 

A favour this that cattH be tbld» 

I n wort h surpassing finest gold. 

May Bushmen and the Bootchuana^ 

The Mamacquaas and the^jCorannas, 

All soon possess this GoddiK^ feast, * 

And praise the Loi^ from west to cast. 

}9tb. All were 'in mcKioft before sun-riseji fo prepare 
fpt departing. Adam Kolc, wbp was tbe only One in 
oar company wbo knew the way by which xre were to 
travel, not having" fmshi oxen, "went on before us, and 
we were;to follow the track of his waggon. At devea 
A.M. we left the confluence of tbe Yellow and IV^ala* 
lareen rivers, and. soob ckme to rocks' wbich‘ were very 
troublesome to get oyer, endangering the'waggont. ' At 
two, P.M. we lost Kot's track, and^bt amdbg worse 
rocks in a narrow valley between ^^Ufitains. About 

R 
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Huri*set I observcfl one of our men standing for several 
uunutes motionless: when our Vvaggons came near lie 
tnriM^d about, and walked tft> us rather agitated. On in- 
quiry we found he bad come suddenly on two lions, and 
they stood looking* at eacl\. other, until the great noise of 
our waggons among the stones inclined them to walk off. 
Had lie not possessed sufficient fortitude to continue look- 
ing. directly at them, he certainly would have been 
torn to pieces; bulso long asyun can steadily look a lion 
in the face, he will not attack you. He declared that 
he trembled before ever lie saw the lions. At one time my 
oxen made a dead halt, and would not go forward, in 
consequence of fatigue; however, by much exertion, 
we got them to push forward a little further through the 
bushes, which soon became almost impenetrable, and 
It being dark, we could discover no way of getting out of 
this thicket; of course we were under the necessity of 
halting v;herc we . were, at seven, P.M; Wo lighted a 
great lire, and also fired two musket shots as signals to 
Adam Kok, but they w^re not answered. A great firo 
appeared on a hill to the south, but this was made by 
Buslimeiii We know of no water, for the Great River 
took a turn many miles to the south, which obliged us to 
leave it 

20th. The .morning « ljgbt discovered that we had 
been iS the middle of a forest of trees and bushes, 
with mountains in cve?y direction ; and by the power of 
smell or instinct our.cattle had found out water in a cor- 
ner among the hills. Thermometer at sun-rise 34. Four 
Bushmen and a woman came to us earl^,who informed 
where we sliould next, obtain water.' At nine. A* M. 
W6 W|nt* forward, and by turning found the . end of a 
hill, at eleven, A. M. we regained the right way. We 
]><asscd many wild icotton trees, which might be cultivated 
to any extent hr this part of Africa^ ind rendered a valua^ 
blearlide of the great distance from the sea 

would be the onl^Obstruction* Millions of acres of laud 
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would be free to any man who would be at the trouble to call 
them hisi own. Some of our advanced people saw eleven 
camel-leopards, but.they fled«towards the river before (he 
waggons came up. At noon we halted ut excellent water, 
which we named Steinkopff Fountairf, wliere there was 
also abundance of firewood. At two P.M. we proceeded 
on our way through a forest, bounded by hills close on our 
right. We saw a variety of game, but though we bad great 
occasion for a supply of flesh, we killed none. After sun- 
set we passed a Buslunan*s*kraal at a little distance, wiiere 
they had a good fire, but none of them came near u<. 
Here we met a messenger on horseback in smeh of 
Adam Kok. lie had come from one of the outposts con- 
nected with Klaar Water, and was much disappointed at 
not'finding him with us. He was armed with a gun, 
and pursued his journey in expectation of reaching him 
soon. We lighted a lanihorri to enable us to find our 
way a little further. At eight o’clock, coming to plenty 
of firewood, we baited, and soon lighted some large fires, 
which pleased all, for the night W|is piercingly cold. We 
set fire to some decayed trees, which afforded both light 
and heat. Travelled W. ' ^ 

.2lst. Departed at eight, A. M. to hasten forward to 
water. The bushes were uncommonly troublesome, 
especially that called, Stop-a*z(ijiile, tearing the oxen, 
waggons, and our clothes. I was so completely lafd hold 
of by one bush, that with much djfticulty I got extrica- 
ted, for no sooner had got disengaged from one hook, 
than I Tound two others had got hold of some other 
part of my clothes ; or when breaking the twig by which 
I was detained, anothercaught the arm that brolje it. At 
eleven; A. M. we turned round tbe point of a hill, wheii 
our way lay S. W. by W, and at noon we reached a viU 
lage connected with Klaar Waiter; , wheti I asked the 
name of it, I was told it was CampbelL The people re- 
ceived us very kindly r brought plen ty ImtJl of thick and 
thin milk, of which we bad tasted none gince we left 
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Lattakoo. Our congregation at every time of worship 
was numerous. The night was cdtd, accompanied by fa 
piercing wind. * ■ . 

CHAP. XXV. 

Pwif to the Great Foutttain — Account of Ballet/-— Boot- 
chuana Dance — Coranna l^raat — Junctions of tlie Alex- 
ander and Cradock Rivers with the Yellow, or Great 
River— Arrival at Griqua Town. 

‘ 22d. 

The road was between hills to the north, through 
a narrow valley full of trees, with a charming crystal 
stream meandering along it, till we came to the Great 
Fountain, which is about two bj ilefa from the place wc left. 
Here is a small. village, containing about thirty people, 
surrounded with little fountains, hills, and trees, com' 
pletcly sequestered from the world. Though at present 
in its natural state, it appeared to roe a second paradise.. 
The people have only lately come to this spot, and arc be- 
ginning to cultivate the surrounding ground. • 

Adam Bailey, a Griqua, and a member of the church 
itt Klaar Water, reads (he scriptures to the people, and 
tries sometimes to say a little to them from what he reads, 
and remarked that h^ hoped after a while to be able to say 
a little more. He ^ave us the; following account of 
himself. , i; . - 

"The frst thing that led me>, to tliipk of religion was 
observipg. t^o Hottentots, who belwged .to Zak river 
missji!); giving 'thaiiks when eating. I went afien* 
warafto that settlement, where 1 beard many things, but 
fell;;|m interest in them. ' But one day, when alone in the 
fields, 1 looked very seriously pt a mountain, as the work 
of tli.vtGod of whom I bad heard. ‘Then I looked tomy 
two haudsj and for the first time noticed that there were 



JOURNEY BEYOND THE GREAT RIVER. 24ft 

the same number of fins'^s ou eacli. I asked, wliy are 
tijere not five on this hand, and three on that ; it must be 
God that made them so. Thfru I examined wy feet, and 
Wondered to find them both flat, not one flat and the other 
round. God must have done this, sat'd 1. In this way 
I considerod my ‘ whole body, which made a deep ini« 
pressionon my mind, and disposed me to hear witli luoie 
interest, tilll was brought to trust that Jesus died for iny 
sins.” 

lie said he would acroinpany us part of our journey, 
that he wight hear a little wore. 'I’he people of tlii' 
Ijttle village «.eem to live as one family ; for a large po', 
full of quacha flesh, was on the fire in the open air, 
xvhich contained as much flesh as would dine all the 
inhabitants. 

Saltpetre abounds greatly at this plaee; in some parts 
tliegiouiid IS covered as with snow, half an inch thick, 
yet the water of the springs is not brackish, as in every 
other place I have yet seen, where there is much saltpetic 
on the ground. The day was pleasant, and though winter 
and on high ground, several fine flowers displayed their 
beauty. We returned to our wgggons to dinner. 

Five languages are spoken in the village, viz. Dutch, 
Coranna, Buutchuuiia, Hottentot, and Bushmen. I'he 
Bushmen live by themselves ou .the east side, and next 
to them the Bootclumnas, who are here only as tempo- 
rary servants. In the evening I visited their huts. 'J'lie 
Bushmen seemed particulaily pleased by iny calling on 
them, and noticing their children. The Bootchuanas 
were dancing, in a savage kind of way, around a fire; the 
women beating time with theii' hands, and siqging, ex- 
actly as at Lettakoo. Their attitudes were disgusting and 
terrific, • While they' were thus engaged, J was thinking 
how their present conduct will appear to themselves, if 
ever they are brought to the jcnowledge of God, and of 
his Son Jesus Christ, whom, ‘truly to ktiow is life eter. 
pal. They will ceitainly say, ** I was as a beast befoie 
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thee, O I onl.” I was gratified to hear that the Bushmen 
were to assist tliib year in tuUivatme; the ground, and 
\vt to receive a poition oi the produce. Tasting the 
suf it'' ot industry may pioduc^ the spirit ot it. 

'] he imomotei at sun-nsc, 4-2. An old Bush- 
man bring iiifoirned what was our business in this conn- 
tiv, and that the Matchappees, Corannas, and his own 
toiiulrviun on the Alalalaieen had agieed to receive in- 
ftiuctois, said, “Instruction was good, for they had 
had peace evil since it came into the coun^rj. 

W r (If pait< d at ten A*M. travelling S to another out- 
post, coniiM ted with Klaar Walo-, which at piesrnt is 
on tliC hanks of the Gieat Rivei, or as it cdled heie, 
the Yellow Rivci, the sameas it is namid above its junc- 
tion with the Malalaiecn. Like the Aiabs, the people at 
tins posl wandei from place to place, accoiding as tiny 
find pastuiage for their cattle. We travelled to it chiefly 
ovci gravel and sand. Arrived at two P. M. Thurno- 
riulci at noon, 70. In the evening Mr. R. piCtulud to 
about stv( nty people. ^ 

“Ith. Thermometer attsun-ri«c, 32. At nme A.AL 
aitfi Mr. R. had addiessed the people, the waggons set 
ofl by the most direct road, to fall m with the nvci after 
its making a semicircle towards the south. Mi. K. and f 
went ai horseback, accbmpanied by Adam Kok and 
thiec Gnquas, to cyamitie the repoited junction of 
two other rivers with the Yellow River, a few miles fai- 
thci down. We kept ciose by the river. The fiist pait 
of the ride, paiticulaily, was uncommonly pleasant. 'Ehe 
day was fine ; small partjies of cattle, sheep, and goats 
were novYand then visiting the iiver to dnuk of its crystal 
watei ; the wide stream glided sj^Iently along, as if afiaid 
to intern^ our discouise; the banks w^cre ornamented 
with trees, decked in green and yellow. The whole 
scene appeared^ charming and* enchanting, far sur- 
passing the heaven described by Mahomet. In an 
hpm vvccamc unexpectedly on a Coianna Kraal of sixty 
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or seventy persons, dwelling in a beautiful hollow, close 
by the river. I admired the spot they had selected for a 
temporary residence. * They were equally surprised to 
’see us, as we w^ere to see them. The kraal is called Ma- 
bonchoop^ They are not confined *10 any particular 
spot, but ipove up and down the river, as provision fur 
their cattle is plentiful or scarce. These people never 
heard of Europe or any of its distractions, but likelier-, 
inits, live without care,* aftcctingly contented with their 
ignorance of Ood, of the Saviour, and of the rest of 
mankind. About a dozen women were busy in digging 
a certain kind of root which emits a pleasant sir^l. This 
they pound down and mix wdth their red paint and grease, 
with wliici) they smear their bodies, to give them a more 
agreeable scent, like our fashionables in England. In 
IhtglriiKl the cheeks only are smeared with paint, in 
Eraiice they add the neck and bosom, but in this country 
they lay it on from head to foot. 

In this part of Africa there are every where to be 
fouinl, inexhaustible magazines^of materials for rearing 
great cities; especially stone, lime, and slate; there is 
also a great river, adapted to navigaiion by small craft, 
which seems providcnitially to prognosticate great things 
to Africa: for the all- wise Creator makes nothing in vain. 
If what he has made in one qufirter''dooB not suit the 
purpose and pursuits of one generation, it may s8it those 
of another. At present all is lying as useless as the 
ruins of Palmyra or Persepolis. 

At eleven A.W. wearrivcfd at the confluence, of tlietwo 
rivers; both of which were large, but the Yellow River 
bad the pre-eminence. * We coilld sc(5 up the iicvr river 
which came from the S.E. about two miles; the rhsiiig 
banks of which,, being covered with trees, had an elegant 
appearance. We inquired if it bad any name, wheiv our 
Griquas told us that this riv^r, aiid^pne a little below, 
which wa^ still larger, liad ouly been lately known to 
them ; of course they had no names fof them, except 
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that they spoke of this as the mud asd the other as the blach 
river. From this information we agreed to naijje this the 
Alexamder Rivbu, after the Colonial Secretaiy at Cape- 
town, and the other the Gkadock Riveb, after HU Excel-' 
lency Sir John Cradock, tiie Governor of the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope. We informed them that both these 
gentlemen were good friends to Hottentots. Tbey8eem4 
eJ pleased with these names being given tp tbp riyjers, and 
frequently repeated them, to fix them ^ their -'indmbrier* 
The scenery being so grand, we felt relactint to leave it, 
Uoweveif^ we tore ourselves away from it, and reached' 
our waa|pn8 about one P. M, and ^proceeded with speed in 
hopes of reaching the junction ’o^ the Yellow and Cra- 
dock rivers before dark, which we did in time to view it. 

I considered the scenery here superior to .my thing I had 
seen in Africa, or in any other country. Both these rivcis, 
the Alexander and Cradock, seem to come from a S. i !. 
direction, and the Yellow, upon the whole, to run from 
N. E. to S. W. These four rivers may be considered as ilio 
sources of the Great Rivgr, viz. the Yellow, the Mala- 
■ lareen, the Alexander, and the Cradock, for having after- 
wards travelled on its banks across the continent of Africa, 
nearly , tb its mouth, we never found another river joining 
it. Thermometer at noon, ,70. , 

2dth..TheGpometer at^suiHTj^ 82. at noon, 68. A 
Busbj^^ with his wife, and hUlbYpther’s wife, came and 
spent the^'day with u.<^,' attending .pur worship. He said 
he was partial to white men, that account some- 
times visited KlaarW^ter,|but nothing. He 

told us that boor, the colony, lived 

for heating that the 

to kill him; he had 
f dpbin tbe ri^er,- Tojyards evening, we 
went forward to a fogn]hUn?lt.b|Uk' we baight be able to 
reach Klaaf Waleivqttibft^pey^ty^^ found it far^ 

ther than w0’'e9p{£ted,iS'#e''^SOTieaph it till eight 
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P.M. We named it Fisher Fountaini after the Laiiddrost 
of Graff Reynet. Our last remaining; piece of candje 
served barely to os eat our ^Upper, but a large 
• wood fire supplied the place of caudle light* 

20th- Our people^ being anxious to reach Grlqua 
town early, bad.^ll in motion before day so that 

we arrived there about eleven A. M. our journey to Lat- 
> takoo and Malapeetzee having occupied us six weeks. 
Our three Hottentots^ who did not accompany us to 
Lattakoo, when they heard the others recount the won- 
ders they had seen there, were exceedingly vexed that 
tlicy had loitered behind, and surprised at their own. con- 
duct; blit had we aU*beeu ;nurdered like poor Cowan, 
they would have tUbught very ditferently. 

Now we had reached a temporary rest, and could truly 
say, Hitherto God has helped, and certainly he should 
have the glory. 


CHAP. X'XVI. 


Murder — Insanity — Camtl-Leopard kil/ed^Caffre Me* 
thod of jJ Hack — Bushmen op ielhw^ River — Griquus 
resolve to adopt Laws—Laws approved— liesohe to con- 
tribute to Society's Fufids — to hiwe Money coined, 

July 27th, Thertnom. at noon, 54. 
Mr. Janz related at breakfast an account of a wild 
Bushman, whom be knew — ^T'hat he and his brother had 
a dispute, which of them should obtain a certain woman 
for wife, to whom both vvere equally attached.. His 
brother succeeded in obtaining her, but afterwards, when 
passing the hut in which the couple lay last asleep, he 
strung his bow and ^shot a poisoned arrow through his 
brother’s heart. When relating this stbry, he repeated it 
as if it had been a jocular affair. • 
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It is a remarkable feet, that insanity^is a clisease almost 
uukiiowii nuiongihe natives of South Africa. May this 
be ascribed to their complete excmiition from the cares of 
life, both as it respects the present and the future world ?’ 
They can sleep as soon, and as sound, when they have 
not a morsel to eat, as when their bags are full of tood. — 
'rhey calculate no time, consequently have no care re- 
specting old age, never connecting death with the length ' 
of time they may have lived: and uven if they did sO con- 
nect it, little uneasiness would follow, for, like the 
French philosophers in. the mad clays of Hobespiere, they 
consitler death as an eternal sleep. 1'liese philosophers 
had evidently reverted to the opinionsof their ‘forefathers, 
"when in the savage state. 1 hopc!^ many of them saw 
their error before they felt it, when too late. 

In the evening vveattendeil an <‘xamunuion of the peo- 
})!e, from a Ijatcli catccliisuj, which is customary once 
a week, 

31st. Having been employed ever since our arrival, iu 
writing letters to the colony and to England, about tiun- 
set some musket-shots were Iiri;d at a little distance which ’ 

I concluded were announe/iug the arrival of some of our 
people and the Griqnas, who w^ere left behind at the 
coiifiuence ofthe YcKowand Malalarecn rivers, to shoot 
sea cows; hut a, messenger, soon announced that a camel- 
kopard hkd been shot, and they wished me to sec it be- 
fore it died : of course \Vc hasttmed ,to tlui^ spot, but he 
had fallen down ^iid ex^dred before we arrived. I’lm* 
length of his fore kgs measured nearly six feet, .vo that 
a higii horse could have walked under his belly; from 
the hoof to the top of the bead he measured (iftceu feet. 
The person tv bo shot it made me a present of the skin to 
carry to England. 

August.!# We had three public meetings for worship, 
which were all well attended, and the people seemed to 
listen with attention. 

2d. One of our people, who, on our first coming to 



aug-3 journey beyond the great river. 5>51 

the Great River, had collected many different kinds of 
stones, was. looking over and throwing many pf them away, 
having no better knowtedgeiof the article. Age and cx- 
* perience discover many things to be trifles which in 
youthful days were highly esteemed. •. 

3d* A little after midnight a messenger arrived with 
the information, that a large party of Caffres, who had 
fur some time been residing at Zak River, were, with a 
party of Bushmen, marching to attack the settlement. — 
The bell being rung, the inhabitants were immediately 
collected, to consider what was best to be done on the 
occasion. Tliey agreed first to dispatch a few. armed 
men to gain intelligence as.to the truth of the report. 

The Cadres have'an artful way of malting their attacks. 
They march, at a moderate rate, till they lOme within 
about two <lays journey of those wdiom they mean to at- 
tack, when they halt, kill a cow or ox, and cat as much 
as they can ; after which, they set off in the evening, and 
continue running at a great pace the whole night, that 
they may fall upon the people# by surprise in the morn- 
ing. By this means they are frequently successful. Wc 
vii!.ited their burying groiincl, which lies in a retired 
corner, among hills, about a mile S, W. of the settle- 
ment 'fhey dig their graves deep; and as they do not 
use cotfins, but wrap the bodydn skins,, they dig a place 
out of the side of the grave near the bottom, like%t shelf, in 
which they deposit the body, lel^t the stones which are 
thrown in should press too bird upon it On the surface of 
the ground a large stone is placed at each end of the grave. 

On a hill, a few hundred yards o0', is a h(?ap of stones 
raised against a small cliff, whiph is reported to bo a Bush^ 
man’s grave, and probably is cut out of the rock. So 
sacred, however, are the repositories of the dead consi- 
dered here, that even though there arc reports that pro- 
perty lies concealed under ^the stones, it never has been 
examineil. Nothing can be conceived more solitary than 
these receptacles of the dead, being chiefly visited by 
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lions, .wolves, and other wild beasts; but the Son of 
God shall ijiscover them at the tertnination of time; ^ey 
shall hear the sound of thi^ res^urection and judgment 
trumpet, and hasten froni retirement td ifbingle with, in* ' 
ntinierable multitu(le3 who aball assemble on .that atii^ful 
occasion. They are happy who can think of it .with 
pleasure. 

lioozak, one of our zealous Christian Hottentots, from 
Bethelsdorp, remained with' sonic of the Griquas behind 
at the mouth of the Malalareen, to shoot the hippopota- 
mus. They went about a day and a half* journey higher 
up the Yellow River, where they found a large kraal of 
Bushmen, with about two bundled- of whom, he and 
John Ltendric had various meetings for instruction, which 
pleased tli^i so much, that they requested the meetings 
to be more frequent. They mentioned our purpose in 
corning to this part of Africa, when they expressed a 
desire to have a teacher sent to them also. The mission 
to the Malalareen Bushmen will probably include them. 

5tb. Our Cadre news turned out to be a hoax by the 
Bushmen. 

till), 'j'he people in this part, being a mixed race, wenf 
by the name, of Ba-stards ; but having represented to the 
principal persons the otfensiveness of the woM to an 
J^nglish or Dutch ear, th^ resolved to assume some other 
liaino. («hi consulting among themselves, they found the 
majority were descended from a (rerson of the name of 
Grifiua, and they resolver! hereafter to be called Griquas. 
In the evening there was thunder, but no rain.' 

7th. There fell during the night a considerable quantity 
of rain. We had a meeting with all the male inhabitants 
of the settlement wlio were in the town, to consider var 
rious pojnts, especially about regulations for tlie protec* 
tion of'trie lives and. properly of the community. 

I endeavoured to explain to them the necessity and dc* 
sign of laws for the government of «very society-*-that if 
there were no law against murder, and no punishment 
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annexed to the commission of it, then every man's life 
was in danger of being taken from liLra'; even on tlie most 
frivoioHsoccaaion*— if against theft, then the pro* 

■ perty ofthe industrious was at the mercy of tlrn idle; and. 
in case they should become .js much ny>re numerous peo« 
pie, which was not improbable, should they remain with- 
out laws, all would be anarchy and confusion---that by 
appointing rulers or judges to execute the laws they might 
adopt, they were not giving away their power, but only 
lending it to the judges, ,for their reciprocal advantage — 
and that, in the history of the world there was no account 
of any people existing and prospering without laws. I 
commended them higlily for having relinquished a wan- 
dering life, and become a stationary people, and said I 
was happy that they were, from experie nce, couviticed 
of its utility; and assured them that in proportion to the 
length of time, they remained here, they and their children 
would become attached to the spot, and be desirous to' 
promote its prosperity ; that they would feci ft become a 
home, of which, while wftndej:ers, they were destitute. 

After Mr. Read had stated various particulars respecting 
tlieir proceedings at Beth«isdtTrp, followed by remarks 
from Messrs. Andet%on, Janz,and the two native Captains 
or Chiefs, every person present consented that laws should 
be made, and Judges or magistrates chosen (o put them 
in execution; and that a meeting, should be^iietd in the 
afternoon to consider what Ihvts should immediately be 
made in teferente to the.chief oVinaes generally committed, 
and that the framing other .laws resp<ft!ting inferior crimes 
should be deferred till circdmstahces,<^tiich might arise, 
should poitft out theft n^osslty. ' 

It was fgreed that their fw® Captains, or Chiefs, Should 
contipueao act commanders in things requiring the ' 
public safety against foreign attaeha . 'fbe whole people 
likewise resolved that henceforth they should be called 
Gticimis, instead of •Bastard Hottenjpts, Undthe place 
cabled Griquadown, instead of Klaar Water. 
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During the interval between the meetings, I drew up 
some general laws, and the following were agreed to by 
all present. . ' 

r. Tliat wilful murder be tn ev^Vy case punished by the ■ 
death of the murderer. The execution to be always pub« 
lie, either by hanging or shooting. , 

II. That housebreaking be punished by public whip- 
ping — for the second offence, whipping and hard labour, 
during a terra which the judges may consider proper, or 
which may be afterwards agreed to. 

III. Stealing a bull, ox, cow, horse;, shegp, or goat, 
to be punished by restoring double, or more, as shall be 
decided by the court — for a secondtsirailar oft't nce, whip- 
ping and restoring double — for a third similar offence, a 
term of labour to be added to the- former puuisbment. 

IV. For stealing from a garden, either whipping, or a 
terra of labour for the person in whose garden the rob- 
bery was committed. 

V. For robbing from a field in autumn, double resto- 
ration. 

VI. For allowing cattle' to' feed near growing corn, if 
they go into that field, and %it or destroy the grain, the 
proprietor of the cattle to pay double the loss that may 
have been sustained. 

VII. If a Bushman, Coranna, or any stranger be mur- 
dered, the murderer sbalFreceive the same punishment 
as for murdering a Griqua.. , 

VIII. Going upon U commando 'for plunder, to be pu- 
nislied by a term <of labour, And the property taken to be 
restored to its owners. 

IK. If a Busb'.uan, Coranna, or other stranger, commit 
murder, thqft, or any other crime within the. limits of 
the Griqua ebuntry, the punishment to be tbesals^as if he 
had b^a Griqaa.' ^ ' ' -Vn 

X. Thatnoperson abajl lake it upon him to punish' 
ar^herj whaler injury he may baye received from him, 
bl^iQOSt. bring' his' charge agaihst that person^ and prov^ 
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it ))} u'it.n{'i!ises before the court, which ^Dall Jelemmie 
what is fit to be i!ot}e. 

XI. 'I'hat ih> person, who is* to he a juJ^^ein any cause, 
.is to receive a present, ur iibl iectly, from any, of 

Iho parties wiiose cause is to bo tried b.jfore him. 

XIL In order to evade, nde ele\enrti, should a person 
proinir'e to give at a future lime a present to any of the 
jndg('s \v!i(> are to try bis cause, that person shall be 
and if uiuible to pay the fine, shall he adjudged to give a 
term of labour in proportion to tlic value of the fine. 

XIII. That all persons flying from justice in the colony, 
in consetpience of some crime they have committed, avul 
coming among them, ihall be delivered up to such per- 
sons as may be sent in pursuit of them. 

XIV. That every person who shaill endeavour to pre- 
vent the execution of the laws, shall be punished as the 
court shall judge proper. 

They likewise resolved, that nine magistrates should 
be chosen to act as judges at Griqua town, and one at 
each of the tw^o principal out-posts, who is to judge iu 
smaller cases, but others are to%c remitted to the Judges 
at Griqua town. , ^ 

That the two captains, Bern and Kok, with Messrs. 
Anderson and Janz, be a court of appeal. 

Tliat the limits of their countiy be marked out in the 
course of one month, and the nfiagistrates chosen. 

The people having expressed a desire that the 
sionary Society should Vnd missionaries to the principal 
out-posts, we stated to them the great expense to the 
Society, which even one missionary wjpuld occasion, by 
the time he reached their country, for ljSi^ducation,out- 
iit, passage, and journey to Griqua land ; vv^e/efore, that 
as Providence had increased rheir worldly substance, they 
should endeavour to aid the Society in sending, teachers 
to them. One man ttiight engage to give an ox . annually 
to the funds, others a^sheep^ or goat, or clephanPs toothy 
'Ike, To this proposal they junammously consented. 
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It Wiis likewise resolved, that as they had no circulate 
•ing tnedium amongst them, by which they could purchase 
any sniall articles, such as kniv^sH scissars, clothing, &c. 
supposing a shop to be established amongst tlierh, which, 
they were anxious^that there should be — they should ap* 
ply to the Missionary Sociftylojget silver pieces of dif- 
ferent value coined for them in England, which the mis- 
sionaries Would take for their allowance from the Society, 
having the name of Griqua town marked on them. It ia 
probable that, if this were adopts, is a short time they 
would circulate among all the nations it>und about, and 
be a great convenience. . 

CHAP. XXVII. 

Number of People in Griqua hmd^Church-^School-^ 
Waggons — Trades. 

Tiie following is the number of Griquas who reside 
at Griqua town, and the out-posts connected with it. 


Men « • * • . 

• .* • • • . 


Women. . 



Poys .... 



Girl.ci - 




1266 


The number of Cotahnnl^ who eonsider themselves con- 
nected with tbe'Griqua. , ^r the sake of protection, many 
of whom attend>occasiohalIy' fot instruction, and some 
statedly, are,'^a^arly as can be ascertained 1341, making 
the total of GriqUas and Cbrannas 2607. \ 

The church, or Christian soc.^ety, consists of twenty- 
six m^ and sixti^n women.- There have been 'added, 
d^ri^P^‘ last twelve’inonths, two meii and twOrwomen, 
;<^|piral of the. piembets ^d^vour .to teach othieis the 
impgsofOod, eupecially on their joumies. Likewise at 
jiraerent out-posts there are members of the church who 
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meet with the people, frequently on week days, and al- 
ways on the Lord’s day, to converse with tliem, to read 
the scriptures, and toumti^ inppyer and praise. 

‘ The number who attend" the school at Griqua town 
various according to circumstances, butHhose who attend 
at different times are stated at two huiKlred and ten. At 
Ilanlcastle, an out-post, forty are taught by a daughter 
of Fortuyn, a member of the church. At other out-posts 
the care of youth is committed to different inembers of 
the church, who can read. It is supposed that upwards 
ol* a hundred persons can read, and a few can write. 

Many of the people have gardens, biit tobacco iiolds a 
distinguished place in them ail. Many acres of land, in 
different, parts of tlie country, especially around Criquii 
town, arc cultivated. They have a considerable number 
ofcatthi, sheep, and goats; and these*, with other out* 
ward comforts, the people acknowledge, have consider- 
ably iticrease<l, since they became a statiogary people. — 
For the first five years after the missionaries came among 
them, like wild Arabs, they wandered about from place 
to place, notwithstanding frequent expostulations by the 
missionaries. All was in vairi^till they gained over to 
their ^entimenis the two captains, and a few of the prm- 
oi|)al men. The missionaries deserve great credit for their 
patience in submitting so long to that wandering life. 

'rwenty-four waggons belong to the people, but most 
of them are nearly worn cgit by use,* as ffom their igrlo- 
rance nnd simplicity, they are often taken in, by the 
boors in the colony, from whom they pmehase their old 
waggons. The boors have only to cover with pitch 
or tar, and though rotten to the heart, the siinj^cGriquas 
will purchase them as good and new, and however fre- 
quently they may have been taken, in formerly, it makes 
them no more cautious in puiebasing the next; a few 
fine words from tlits boor makes all right. If any of them 
in travelling through th^' colony, express^i desire to be 
able to purchase a waggon, there is hardly^ a boor who 
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^vill .not give tlieni one on credit, if he has it to disposr 
of; they are so faithful in paying their debts. In this 
manner many a veteran wiggpn has found its way to Gri^ 
qua land, there to deposit its dust. 

Trades can scilrcely be said to exist in Griqualand. — 
There are some who may be termed bambus-makers, or 
makers of vessels of wood for holding milk or water. — 
Some can do a little at smith’s-work, in repairing wag- 
gons, and one man (Fortuyn at Ifardcastle) can construct 
a waggon. From the appearance oi Mje new meeting- 
house they are building, which stands unfinished, there 
must be tolerably good masons ajnong them. The women 
make mats of rushes. 

Upon the whole, I believe this mission has been a great 
blessing to this part of Africa. Here I received much 
attention ffoiu the mibsiOnavies and their famdics, and 
from many of the people, and felt pain at the thought of 
soon parting from them, to see them no more. 

8U). During the night a wolf was soliuld and voracious 
that he, entered the tovfti, and devoured three sheep. As 
we were ready to depart on the morrow, Mf. Read preach- 
ed a farewell discourse in the morning from Rev. vi. 2 
and in theevrning I preached from 2 Cor. xiii. 11. Aboii'" 
three hundred people were present each time. 


QUA?. XXVIII. 


JOURNEY /Cross the continent of Africa? 



Fisft H articastle - - Asbestos AJonntafns — RoulandAJiU^^ 
Dorp — ^Cimsuig the Great Rher. 


August 0th, 18RI. 


r 

’I'liB next missionary station’ to be visited in Na- 
jiiaii'ia land, n'bicb lies on tlie western coast of Africa 



amimsT of afrioa. 


‘259 


nriu’the mouth of the Great River, while Griqua landlies 
towards the eastern shores. Only two ways presented 
themselves, either to return i^lmost to Cape’tovvo, and 
travel to NanvtumaUuiid 'alonj^ the western coast, which 
would he a journey of at least three or^four months, sup- 
posing that our cattle should be able to hold#out, vvhicli 
was cxtuauely doubtful; the otiier was lo go directly 
across Africa, following the course of the Great River, 
which had before been attempted by two RurojK-ans, but 
tiiey fiiiled, in consequcitce of ridges, of rocks running up 
tVorn the Great River for upwards of twenty miles inland, 
owr which no waggon could travel, and the country ap- 
peared so barren and dry, that tliey returne<f to Griqua 
!(;wr>. '('lie piobability of our crossing over to Naniaqua 
*a fj.ir or five woe!\.s, and thereby saving two or 
djc’i: n.onilr'', and (ikcwite of discovering what was in 
dieveiylourl of Africa, were siicli irresistible induco- 
as dUci mined us to hazard the attemj)r. , 

Ivitily in the morning, our people began to pack the 
waggons, and every thing was ready for our departure by 
Ion o'cloc k ; but our oxen had broken out of the enclosure 
in which tliey were kept ilnrifig the night, ainl no one 
knew in wliat diroi tion they had wandered. l*eop)i* were 
* iiidiliCrtuit directions foscarcli for tlunu,i>nt we were 
pi in su!-pt:nce respecting thei^, return the whole day, 
until six in the evening. But as it wais inoondight, wc 
resolved to, set otf direct which iVe did on taking leave 
of our friends. Mr, Janz .accompunictl us in li is waggon 

vaggons 
y across - 
r»t, they 
ii’ettJe- 

nient, afs is the custom in the colony. At two ohdock in 
the morning, after travcdling between hills from Gilqua 
town, wc arrived at what we named Kwiug Foiuitmn. — ^ 
The night being cold; rfiid the ground cOi^cre.d with hoar > 

S2 


with spme of his friemls, together with three 
iiclongrrigto the Griquas, inttnding to 
lin; Great River, When about half a inile\sUii 
tin d a farewell salute from difi'erent parts of Vie 
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frost, and fire-wood being scarce, after our worship we 
hastened to rest. Travelled S. W. 

10th. The rising sun discy, vexed that we were in a beau- 
tiful small plain, surrounded with hills. At nine, A.M; 
we loft Ewing Pl^jn, and, after a pleasant journey of two 
hours, arrived at a Coranna kraal in Milk Valley, where 
Mr. R. preached, through a Coranna interpreter, to the 
people. Afterwards the laws made for Griquaiand were 
read to them, most of whom coii*5»^ntcd to them, and their 
names were taken down. 

I should have noticed, that two of our Hottentots from 
Belhelsdorp, when on the eve of leaving Griquatown, 
made known tlicir attachment to two females whom they 
wished to marry aud take with them; but it being impos- 
sible to get the consent of friends so snddeniy, they could 
not obtain their brides, tbougli both the females were 
very willing to go with the men. Mr. Anderson was 
guardian to one of them, hut her brother was absent, 
however he said that another man was paying his addr*-*^- 
SOS to iier, and that die \vas sure that her only re;kson for 
preferring this one, was the idea of a long ride to Bethels- 
dorp, and when yon arc gene, said he, it will all be for- 
gotten by the tw o girls ; for, added he, these people nrf 
all children. 

At four, P.^M. we left Milk Valley. Passed Roaa 
Fountaki, where Mr. Kicherer and others had a missiona- 
ry settlement some j^ears ago, Jiut they remained there 
only a short time. The situation is on a plain, ‘ surround- 
ed by hills. At U^at tinve theTfountain was a good one, 
but now it is ajjfiffost dried up, perhaps by reaching a body 
of sand und»?froimd. At nine, P. M. wercache^fard* 
castle, the outposts belonging to Griqua^^HtWn ’ 

wliere we werekimlly received by Bern (one of the Cap- 
tains} the people who were soon collected into a large 
room built for a preaching place, where Mr. R* preached 
to theni. Travjlled S* W. * 
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nth Ddy>li^iit discovered the beauty of the sccrrrv 
that suriounded Hatdot^c. It ires m a valley not abovt 
tlirct nuUs in orcumfe(teiicfe,9unouiid?4 by the Asbestos 
Mountains of diversified shapes. There aie four tong 
passes between the mountains, lending Aom il indifltient 
diiections, which M only lacieasO tbeconvciiicuu ofthe 
sitiidtioii, but add gieaUy to the grandeur oi the piosptt t 
around Some of us walked aftei breaklast to e\unnie 
the asbestos locks, where we found plenty ol th.it laie 
mineral, between stiata of rocks. That wlneh beeotnes, 
by a little beating, soft as cotton, is all ot Piusstan blue 
When ascendinu a mountain alone, I found some of the 
colour of gold, but not soft, or of a cotton texture like 
the blue, some 1 found while, and blown, and gieen, 
etc. llul tins Iitid been known to the ancients in the 
clijs of iinpcrVl Rome,*many a mercantile pilgrimage 
Mould h.ive becai made to the Asbestos Mount iiiis tii 
(riiqualand. WiSQ the l.'idics* gowns in T nglaud woven 
of this substance, many lives would uniniail> be saved, 
that die lost by their dress catrh'ing fiie ; foi clotli made 
from It endures the fire, and^the ancients binned their 
dead in such cloth to letaiii their .ishes. A consideiabic 
portion of It IS used in making tbeir roads. It is very re*. 
maikable that it is called by the Griquas, UandktrclmJ 
stone. • • 

The Bushmen ovei the whole countiy lay claim to all 
the honey la the mountains as then piopeity, Tbeymaik 
the bivf# la ttfe rocks, as farineis mark their sheep; and 
should they find, oa their regul.ir i^jis, that any hive 
has been robbed« they arc sure to cairv the fust cow 
Ol sheep they hMieto '‘They say* that CoiauiuWMatchap> 
pees, and IVIOtft^ngs, have cows and sheep that live upon 
the grSsS of tlie land ; that they have none, wherefore 
they have a light to the bees tvit® bveonly on thefiowers. 
'jThmr light is not ntiraded, bepauseall find it their mterest 
to let the Bufthcaeu obtain the honey, %tid then to pur- 
c bsse it of thcin^ , 
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Atsun-«rf, thirteen (’orannas riding on oxrn, arrivecV 
who made an odd appearance. They belong ioa m igl:- 
bonring krauL After thetlawd latdy made at tiriipia 
town Ijad been reail and explained lo the people; at Hard - 
castle, tliey wer^also r-ead to the Corannas, who all con- 
sented to conform to them. Most of them expressed 
salisfaclion that now they were to have rnles, being con- 
vinced, from experience, of the inconvenienc e of living 
without law. 

A meeting-house of stone stands unlicisht d here, tise 
same as at Gritjua town : the best house at Grnjua tow'u 
is also in the same state, and so ig the best bouse here* — 
They are very defective in perseverance; but ihey have 
engaged soon to finish all these works. 

Mr. Janz preached at seven, A. M. Me. Read at two, 
P. M. and 1 at seven, P. M. when upwa/ls u( a hundred 
])crsons were present, ' 

12th. 'During the da} many Grujuy/ arrived, on oxen, 
frorndiflbrt nt parts of the country firound. We intended 
leaving llurdcastle earl/in the afternoon, but Providence’ 
overruled our purpose by two circumstances, the straying 
of five of (;ur oxen, and a s*upply of sheep for our journey 
across the continent not arriving, which atfonled anotln r 
opporfuiiity of preaching, first to the CJorannas who had 
come from a distance, tthca to the Griquns ; after which 
the hujfs inad(* for Griqualaud were read them, to which 
they all a.ssented, and proinisecV to obey them. An old 
Corarma, when his o\ inion was asked concerning the 
laws, said that h^ approved of them as good and necessa- 
ry; not for.lmi^lt, for he never did any thing wrong; 
but he a|)|n^’ed of them As good for others, pointing par- 
licularly lAhis count ymen around him. Had he been a 
Jew, we should have put hjm down for a Pharisee: When 
their names were given in to be recorded, as having con- 
sented to the laws, they appeared highly diverted at hear- 
ing each others mames. They laifghed most when an old 
man said his name was Wolf. Indeed the old man seemed 
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to boasbami d of his own name, for all are enemies to 
w aives : l)ut we told him that one of the greatest com- 
manders in our country hatl|the iiantj of Wolfe, which 
’{)ut nu eufl to the laughter. ^ 

Most of the stones of which the mountains here arc 
composed arc yellow, and sound like bell-melal onfallinij 
against each other : they are conveniently formed for 
hiiilding, being generally flat. They intcrul in)mediately 
to begin erecting a meeting-house for the vi'orship of Ood. 
Oil finishing this, Bern, their Captain, and some others, 
design to build better houses for themselves, to which we 
have fre<|uontly urged yiem, as calculated to wean them 
more ctfectually from a wandering life, to whic h they 
?itill feel a propensity; and, as an ox can carry on its 
bark any of the houses in which most of them now lire, 
thf*y are encou^i{,vd, by facility of removing, often 
\) take long antVnoedloss journics with their cattle. They 
likewise consent^to build immediately a large passage- 
l)oal, for crossing U)e Groat River with passengers, from 
"vvbich tliey are only about eighteen miles distant: w.e 
waited in vain five days to get across. We recornniendtd 
their building a shed for the Boat at a safe distance from 
i\\c river, wlncb no rising of it could reacli. They have 
sevnal acres of land cultivated, in a beautiful vale a little 
lo the soutli of the village. • • 

Number of persons at Hardcastle and district cfinnected 
with it:-— * • 


Men ....... 

Wuinen • . . . 


....1)0 

Boys 


....110 

Girls 

• • • • 

. ...HjO 

Corannas . . • < 


..,.400 



885 


IStli. Left Hardcastle at eleven, A. M. at wliich time 
our caravan consisted '.of eight waggons, besides horses, 
oxen, and sheep ; but most of these W'ere to leave us as 
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soon as wo should get across the Great River. The day 
was pleasant, but the wind rather strong for so sandy a 
part of the country, for it yew, the sand in clouds upon 
us, and rendered it uncomfortable to travel. At Reed 
Fountain one of our waggons left us, to go eastward to 
Criqua town, and we continued travelling directly north, 
among the mountains^ At six, P. M. we halted ai Pnard- 
berg, (or Horse Mountain,) so called, because in the 
sickly season for horses, they aic frequently sent hitlicr 
to escape the disease, and generally \vii.h success, owing 
to its height. There is a Coraiina kraal and a fountain of 
water in a circular valley at the bo^ttoin. We visited the 
kraal, and were kindly received ; but some\)F the children 
W'erc excessively afraid. Most of the Corannas attended 
our worship at the waggons. 

I4th. Forty-six Corannas nttended yv>rship in llie 
morning, when many things were told tl'em, through an 
ititerpretcr, about God and the Savioijjf. 'I'lie laws for 
Griqualand were also read to them, wUh which they ex- 
pressed themselves much satisfied. Left Ilofvsc Mountain 
Valley at noon, (thermometer (}6,) and after a pleasant 
journey among hills till six, Ve arrived «ataGriqiia villag*?, 
where Nicholas Bern, brother to the Captain, resides.— 
'I’ravellcd N. 

llemarkable js the attachment which the natives of. 
warm eftmates have to the mannt'TS and customs of their 
forefathers. The Chhiese, Hindoos, Turks, and many 
other nations, dress,., b’ ild their houses, &c. in the very 
same way as th^ir progenitors did two thousand years 
ago. In South Africa it is the same.^ If you see only one 
Matchappe^ Coranna, or Bush man’s hOMse, you see an 
exact modffl of evtry house belonging to that particular 
nation. As birds of the same kind build their nests ex- 
actly alike, so do the different African tribes, hardly ever 
dj^ringin si'/e. 

" lath. Mr.'R. preached in the mbrning in Dutch to the 
.^riquas, and at the same lime Mr. Janz preached, through 
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an iuterpreU r, to thirty-two. Cora nnas, who came from 
tlic neighbourhood. In the afternoon they reversed it. — 
While we were cdebi^tiiig^ the Lord’s supper, the Co- 
rannas sat witnessing it with seriousness. 

Near our waggons I observed a caniel- thorn tree strip- 
ped of its leaves by the winter which was just, over, but 
there were three branches of a different kind of tree, or 
busli, which had been ingrafted into it by a bird, which 
is a common occurrence in this country; these three bran- 
ches were full of leaves. 

Uith. We named this out-post Rowland Hill Dorp. — 
Thi^rmoineler at noon 7(5. At one, we departed, and 
(ill three, travelled due N. when turning round the point 
oHi hill we travelled westward over a desert of sand until 
eight, Avhen wc reached Vansittart Mountains, and 
trave lled S. \v in \vhich%direction we continued till half^ 
:i!i hour afmimijidnrght, when wc halted in a corner 
formed b)^ tliG^ills, where there was no water. We 
nuincd it World* s\nd-corncr, from the rcinaikable solita- 
riness of the place. ^ 

\V(i halted several times during this long and fatiguing 
jotiriicy over sand, cspeciallj^ after the going down of the 
sun, for among seven waggons there must often be some- 
tliing going wrong, either an ox becoming restive, or some 
I»art of the harness breaking; ajfid whengne waggon'stops 
in such a country as this, the rest must wait frit it, as it 
is dangerous to travel ajone* • 

17th. When day-light appeared, to*our great mortilica- 
tion, we found that a fountain from whence we expected 
water, was dried up: the drappointment was the greater 
from knowing that we were two good days’ journey from 
the Great River, w'hrch wa.H the nearest place from whence 
we expected even a cup of water; but it was necessary, 
by a great exertion, to travel two d^ys* journej^in one. — 
Some Bushmen, with their j:hief, whose name was Owl, 
visited us, and gladly feceived a present^f a little tobacco. 
The view from World’s-end-comer was very extensive 
over the desert, in which the eye was relieved by Tittle 
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hills of various shapes rising up out of Jthe, sand. 
.Thermometer at noon 80, al which time we began cross- 
ing \"ansittait Mountains, jyhich bound Griqualand to 
tiie westward. 

. We plucked some red berries from a branch engrafted 
by a bird on a different kind of tree. They are filled 
with a glutinous substance, which is used as bird lime, 
lor. catching birds. On clearing Vansittart Mountains, 
wc entered a desert of sand, wni^^h, coinniencing at the 
Great River to the south, runs up Afi-eato the north? 
no one knows how mi;. However, 1 think it very i>ro- 
bablc that this desert is the same in wliich Mateere and 
other Mateliappees travelled about five moons, nearly in 
one direction, living entiieJy on wiM wat»*r in Ions, of 
which we saw many strewed about, wdiich,. though of a 
* -very nauseous taste, may, on a>i emergency, serve both 
for food and drink. Many a iaelanrholy^4jioan ]>roreed' 
ed from the poor thirsty oxen, while cyigging onr wag- 
gons through deep sand across IheMlesert. AVImt a 
mercy the wind did notarise and bury us in waves of 
sand! Many a longing look was directeil towards thfit 
quarter where we expected t>> find the Great River; Imt 
when the sun forsook us and went to illumine other lands, 
there was no indication of our approach to water; no- 
thing but parched sand, ^cantily interspersed w ith small 
tufts of withered grass. No beasts nor birds,- and but 
few insects, were visibli?; the lanj was forsaken; and no 
doubt it is the desfre every traveller to get out of it 
as soon as possible, Tn a Word, there was nothing in it 
either to please the eye, to gratify the taste, or to qiieiu h 
the thirst. ^Exactly at ittidnight, the cry of River! 

„ River! reliS^ed us aU, and made us at once forget our 
toils. CVr oxen having tasted no water during two long 
and tCH^me days' journey seemed as if unable to con- 
tain much water as they felt they required. The 
mountains, which bounded JDuncavi Desert to the west- ^ 
ward, we named Teigmnouth Mountain?, 
f: 18th. When every thing, seemed almost ready for 
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crossinj^ >i](‘ Oieat River, l>ehoi<l, onr spare oxen were 
inissiniL^* 1’l»c day befare they were sent forward under 
Hie caiv of three of our wcfi, but towards evening some 
elks appearing, tlio men loft the oxen and pursued ibeni, 
and Ihe oxen, they said, having sme4lcd the river, pro- 
ceeded with such haste towards it, that t!»ey lest sight of 
them, and could not afterwards trace them out. These 
men went in search of* them early in the morning, and 
were expected every hour. * In the afternoon, about 
twenty people from Griqualand joined us, who intemled 
to visit, some of their relatives farther down the river, 
and to travel with i\% for the sake of protection. They 
observed no traces in crossing the desert eithcT of our 
nicn or oxen. Of course we began to fear onr oxen had 
jallni inf<; liui hands of wild nushumn, for they are 
generally inisciiief that is doneT" 

About mne I found there were no tidings of our 
oxen, for our HSen had returned without finding them, 
hut some j)eople from Griqualand, who had Just arrived 
on ox -hack, had observed thV I’ootmarks of ours, and. 
^omc wen' ap[)ointe(l to go in search of them early in the 
morning. 

On the banks of the river, near our waggons, v?ere 
t wo i^ed houses pretty well made, and several fTpots of 
ground planted with tobaccOf one of 4:he old stalks! of 
which measured eight feet, the property of soifie bastard • 
lJushinen who reside here while It grows, to guard it till . 
it comes to perfection* * 

The t;iver divides, immediately opposite the spot in 
which w^e halted, into tbree.streams, occasioned by two 
islands, but after passihg islands they .reunite. It is 
considered a good place for crossing. * 

U)th. Several of our ju opie went ofl' early this morning 
in search of the cattle lost two days ago, and# of others 
which had strayed since tl^t lime. The scarcity of grass 
at this season, being immediately aftci' wiiitei*, disposes 
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the cattle to move farther ami fartlitjr olf ii) the hope of 
^finding more. 

After breakfast I took a Solitary walk for about a mile 
higher up, in the bed of the river, on purpose to make 
sketches of some parts which, viewed from a distance, 
appeared interesting,. I ascended to tlie top of a high 
rock nearly in the middle of the bed of the rivor» which 
here is more than a quarter of a*milc broad, Iinc<l with 
high banks covered with trees, so ihnt none of the coun- 
try can be seen beyond them, except looking either up or 
down the rivef which renders the scene retired and ro- 
mantic. On taking out my paper and pencil, I was 
struck, as T imagined, with tin; noise of men driving 
cattle, which 1 hoped might prove to he onr lost oxen 
returning. 'I’liis supposed sound led me Jo}lesf*ei>d from 
Tmy rock, and hasten to the fAiith haul/ to know the 
truth. I reached a little eminence amon/the trot s, from 
whence I could neither sec our oxeii n^^rneiuamitiiough 
there was not a breath of wind to causei noise, I coidd 
hear nothing stirring. Oh turning my car nortliward 1 
listened with deep attention, but could distinguish no 
sound, though sometimes I fancied I heard a distant ro:u 
qf*a lion, and at other times the barking of a dog. 1 
turned my ear eastward, and westward, and soiutivvard, 
listened and listened again, but nothing was audible ex- 
cept the \listaht cry of the raveu, or the still chirp o* 
some solitary bird — uo^rattling of carriages, praticing of 
horses, or cracking of whips, as in Cheapside or the 
Strand ; no, a dead terrifying silence brooded over the 
land. I hesitated for some time whether to resume rny 
seat on the rack, or return to the waggons in quest of in- 
telligence; Ay inclinsilioh preponderating to the latter, I 
walked thither, but found nothing was known respecting 
our oxerjt^ However, soon after, we determined to cross 
the Grq^^fl^iver, and oh thetother side to wait for our 
misjsiiigr cattle, f8r the, river might possibly rise while 
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waititig on the north side, and put a stop to our proceed* 
ini£r many days. It was surprising we did not think 
oi tijis sooner, as we had grade so iiarrow an escape at 
oiu former cn^ssiug it. 

riio bank of the river being between forty and fifty 
i. K't Ingli, and almost perpendicular, OUr people employed 
i lunnselvcs very laboriously in cutting it (town in such a 
joaniker as that tlic waggons niiglit get to the. channel of 
".!ie nver. By two o’clock all was in readiness for cross- 
ing. Our three waggon*^ were gf>t down tbe steep bank 
wilhout any accident. The first branch of the river was 
toiiipleid) dry; of ^ourse we all travelled with case to 
Hic wc'.U pf.inl of the first islainl, whicli was about a (juar- 
rcr iA if. liiilc distant, at which place the real crossing 
^•oiu'tK IK f d, j rjijitain Bern, John Ilendric, and one or 
U\o otiuas, entered Che .stream on liorseback to exa^ 
jnm<‘ Its deptlV i’ho current was strong, and it Was 
about tliree hui^red yards wide. An ox, carrying on 
his back the materials of a house, above which sat a little 
naki.’d boy, was the first of obr train that entered, fol- 
hjwtd by the loose oxen, the sheep, and ihc goats; most 
of tlie last two were to be rfragged by the men till they 
got Ijpyond the strongest part of the stream ; during 
which they made no small noise, lesembliug the scream- 
ing of children. Our three wajigons followed — then eight 
or ten Griqua women riding on oxen, most *of whom 
liad children tied to th^ir back — Aext came several men 
mounted on oxen, somfe of whom had females in tow, 
holding them by the hand, to assist them against the 
current I observed a little boy holding fast by the 
tail of an ox, the whole way* across, violently screaming 
while the current was strong. The processicAi was closed 
by^ a mixed multitude of men, boys, girls, dogs, loitering 
oxen, sheep, and goats. A great many of^ithe oxen, 
sheep, and goats were the property of the Gri(juaS‘Who 
went with us? on a vis'it to their fricud^^.down ihe Great 
River. -? * 
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Wc were all now on an island, completely surtoutided 
by water. We walked to its .western point, from w lienee 
we crossed the next arm of^tlie river, which was about 
Uvo hundred yards over, in the same order, and with the 
same success as Ihfi former, and came to another island ; 
walking;' acro.ss it, we carnc to the last branch of the 
river, which might be about two hundred and fifty yards 
wide, whif'h \ve crossed inucli in the same way, only iho 
shaft of my wa:»gQn split when de«e. i -bug the sleep sidt 
of the island ; it held, however, though when asctndiiig 
the opposite hank, winch was steep al o, it gave sonic 
Scrioll^ erarhs, as if on the eve of hs:akingto ])icees, vvlua^ 
we expected every ininule ilie wai*gon would violently 
roll hack into the river, hut, after all, we landed safely. 

When wc had all gut safe on the soutjl N ile ul ilu 
Xiroat River, the greatest diflicufty scirniil/o reiuain, \ui 
we found ourselves apparently liemmcd /i hy a thicken 
of trees a <|uarlei‘ of a mde deep, wh^i appeare^l t.i he 
impenetrable by waggons. 'I’his was a serious obstruct 
lion. We thought of hafting on the spot, and ('ulting a 
]>at!i across the wood ; but this would be a work of time: 
and likevviseto halt on a Icvcd with thr rivcT, aiul so near 
■ if, might prove exlremoly hazardous, for sliouhl it sv. < 11 
in eunsequenee of ram higher up, every thing we [)os- 
Fcsscd would 1 ) 0 ^ wept down by the stream ; and shouhl 
this happen in the night, when wo were asleep, we also 
slmnld be carried aw%‘ty together with oni properly— 
and such risings of th^ river frequently occur iix the 
course of half an liouiV After much rxamiuatioa, an 
opening in the thicket appeared u little higher up tlio 
river, which we entered, and after penetrating through 
various ohsifuctions, i.ud passing tlitVereiiL ascents and de- 
scents of the groiiiui, in a windnig diixiction, we at length 
readied tU: extremity of the wood, to tuo no small satis- 
faction of us all. We were ai)OUt three hours in accom- 
pushing this fonwidable business of crossing that noble* 
river, Our kind.Grrqua friends, whose \Yaggons were on 
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the other ?idc, were obliged immediately to separate fronti 
us, as the sun was gone dowu«at)d they scarcely bad light 
to find their way across to tjieir 1‘noo Is, who iio doubt 
were anxiously expecting them. We felt much at part- 
ing, especially with John Uendric, w1r> had never left us 
iVom his first joining us on*this side of the Great River, 
iininediatcly after we luul crossed the Bnslnnan country, * 
about three monfijs before, but bad followed us in al! 
our jouMieyings. 
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i'liofiGir arrived safely oil life souih ‘'ide of the Great 
Ki\t r, wo had still something to trouble ns from the other 
sn!o, for there were no ticTiugs of the recovery of our 
«‘igiitoo!'« oxen, though it was the fourth day since they 
iverc Plaje, my vv’aggon driver, u very active 

lloUontot, returned from thefsearch in consc^jiience ol 
ins horse being unable to travel any fmther on the deep, , 

! and. One horse, belonging to J Griqua, died thiougli 
fatigue. 'Fhere were oilier oxen besides ours also miss- 
ing. In othtu' parts of the country they would have 
tiaced them by their footsteps long ere now, imt in that 
sandy desert there ai*e flocks of elks coustantK' traversing . 
jt, by which means the footmaika of our olcu are ren- 
dered* invisible, as well as by the drifting of the sand, 
i>ijr positron was very, pleasant, in a hollow, sjiiTOunded 
by trees, and, though notjwithin sight, we were within 
liea-ing of the river; 'and J’rom the ravages of titne 
many of the trees, we had abundance of lircAvood. 
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witness generations of trees piled one upon another is 
solemn, impressive, and instructive ; one cannot help 
musing on this striking repi;€sentation of the ravages of 
time on the generations of mankind. T''hertnometer at 
sun-rise K): at noon 76- 

21st- Thermometer , at suir-rise 76, with strong wind 
blowing clouds of sand upon us. AVe had a little boy, 
named Dookstens, (or Asbestos,) travelling with us. I 
had supposed that inucli of his bu^ kness was owing to 
dirt covering his skin; I, therefore took i.'in to the Great 
River, to try if I could wash him v/hite; but though I 
washed long, with the aid of soap,^ 1 found him to be the 
Ethiopian, whose skin could not be made white. 

A httle hefonVdirmer we were gratified by the sight of 
our strayed oxen again. There were idtogtjther upwards 
‘‘of fifty, thirty-three of which #^belongcd to the society, 
instead of eighteen, as I at first iniderst^d. They had 
actually returned to Rowlaud-HiW-lJony, just at Mie time 
some Coraimas arrived there who to accompany 
dowm the river, who bfotiglit them along with them. 
Our people had returned to the other side oi* tlie river 
after a very laborious thougif unsuccessful search for them 
in the desert- (Jnc of them, Koyser, liad nearly lost his life 
for want of w ater. He felt as if fire had been about the 
middle of his back; he /requently thrust his head into 
the middle of a bush to snudl the damp that might he 
there, wdiile those wii6 were with him dug upxold san<l 
and put it on his back, hich lieSvas obliged to do, from 
bush to bush, until be reached the river. 

22d. Mr. and Mrs. Janz, Bern, Hondric, and N. 
Bern, came acro.ss in the nrurningand s{)eiit the day with 
us ill worship, whicL obliged, us to undergo, a second 
time, the pain of parting. Mr. Janz preached in the 
mornihg,*.sAlr. Reed, in the afternoon, and I in the even- 
ing. Thermometer at noon,, 76. ^ 

23d. Began .at day-Hjjht to prepare for moving down 
the river, which we found very diliicult to acconiplisb. 
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owing to a mixing of the cattle belonging to our frienJs 
on the other side, with ours, and likewise lo out havng 
&ome additional cattle with which our people were not 
^ sso well acquainted. The Ctiraunas nud Oriquas were 
ready first, and set off before us. 1'rnly it \as a novel 
sight. Were such a party U traverse tfte streets o* Lon- 
don, 1 think the crowd such a sight, would occc^sion 
would be inferior lo none that ever assembled hefote. I 
counted twenty-one i)crson9 mounted on oxen, ch'< fly 
women in skin cloaks, most of tliem seated on the top of 
their stufl', high above the back^ of their oxen. 'I’iicre 
were also three flocks of cattle, and one of goats and . 
sheep, belonging to tlX' society, Griquiis, ami Coraii- 
nas, with various pedestrians. At fen, A. M. our wag- 
gons followed in the rear, guarded by our lloffenfots 
carrying nnislv ds. At eleven, A. M. we passed a Co- 
rauua kraal, who had coinft only on that morning to rc- 
dde there. The women were all busy in raising tindr 
huts, which is a bt’^siness exclusively allotted to them. 
They sremed consicKrably alarmed at seeing us, and 
perhaps the more so as their men were not come for- 
ward. I ol)served a venerajple old woman who was 
blind, and appeared the oldest person I had seen in 
South Africa. The skin of her body did not appear to be . 
united to her flesh, tint rather resembled a loose sheet 
wrapped round her. The womeif continuefl very ljusy at 
work as if they did not observe us, but this was evidently 
the effect of fear. . * 

The appearance of the country was interesting, from 
the variety of^ills that were in view, and the windings 
of the Great River, but all barren in the extreme, and 
seemingly incapable of cultivation, being either s^ind, gra- 
vel, or covered with stones. T’he thermometer, in the 
shade at noon, was SO ; ofcoutse travelling in the sun was 
truly oppressive. Except theCoranna kraal, we^idnot 
sec a human being the whole •day, nor any animals ex- 
cept a few fowls. At Your, P. M. we Baited for the 

T ' : ^ ; 
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night, as the heat had been very oppressive to our oxen. 
We had the resemblance of au encampment, there being 
about eight or nine (ires, surrounded with people cooi^'- 
ing victuals and converaii^ cheerfully together, thougli' , 
many of them knew not where the next day’s mcM was 
to l)e obtained, driless they killed sotne of their sheep or 
goats, which they are not willing to do if they can avoid 
it. Their dependance is chiefly on game. Travelled W. 
Three of our people were sick. 

24 th. We had rested at what 11103'^ be called an elbovr 
of the river, for instead -of running to the westward it 
here turns towards the north. The place, which we 
named Fraser Place, (after the Linddrost of Albany) lies 
between a hill of rocks thrown together in n confused 
mass and the river, and is a most charming spot. We 
left it at eight A. M. and travelled over sand and some* 
times small gravel, till half p^ast nine, when the heat be* 
came so oppressive that we were oblig/6 to halt near the 
river, at the foot' of a small hill, composed chiefly pj; 
loose rocks of blue fliiit and whim marble. Here we 
killed a black serpent, {bur feet and a half long, and eight 
inches in circumfeKnee; , the. day before, v^e killed a 
similar one, two feet and a half long. The birds here 
seem to live in kraals like the people, for twenty or 
thirty nests frequently appear on a tree, without any 
others^in the" immediate vicinity. We wepe tolerably 
well shaded by the. trees during the hotiest part of 
the day: .that under « which tve dined fortihed a com- 
plete eanopy and. ciithlin around us by its hanging 
branches/ ’ ' ' * * 

At three,.?. M. we went forward, travelling over sand, 
in which w^re many large stbi^.tmd 8ci.me, small sharp 
ones, A*i7lfich nre ' very itydriods'td'thedibofs of the oxen. 
1‘lie dry bed's of rivers wh1bb-;run in rainy season, 
from the steepness of their sides were^'daiaetiroes very 
troubleitome. -We hhd lii|ts.Tpii '.our left 'the whole day; 
to get round Vhicit^casioned* the winding bf the river- 
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and our being obliged to travel N. We halted at seven, 
P, M. Our fires were made tmder the thick spreading 
boughs of what is called the \Vhite-hol ' tree, of which the 
Matebappees make their spoons. Hottentots ami others 
frequently sleep on the top of this tree? as on the roof of 
a house, to avoid the lions during,the night. On such an 
occasion a Hottentot, while asleep on one of them, fell 
down upon a lion that happened to be asleep under the 
same tree. The lion was so alarmed by the suddenness 
of the stioke, that he fled far enougli to permit the Hot- 
tentot to regain hi<« situation on the top of the tree, but 
it IS very probable he |lept no more that night No na- 
tives weic seen this day ; all was a silent, forsaken wil- 
derness. 'I'liennoineter at sun-rise 44: noon S4: mid- 
night O'l. 

2jth. In the morning, •day-light discovered that our ' 
situation was very pleasant, surrounded with hills at 
i.inous distances, y^itli a fine view of the river. Being 
now far from the in every direction, there was none 
jI that moisture in the air whicli the sea communicates, 
but a peculiar diyness, so that my ink was almost 
instantly dried up iti the pen, and however wet the Pen- 
’Ll! 1 used for my sketches in water colours, rt was almost* 
diy before it could touch the paper. We removed at 
two, P. M. when we were obligiid to leavfe the rjver, in 
order to get round some hills which it approached. The 
way became more diflicuit, not only on account of it<9 
» unevenness, but also from Ybe number of stones, qr pieces 
of marble, which were thickly scattered about. We had 
likewise about six times to cross thesam^ bed of a river, 
with steep sides, \Vhicb was Very troublesoipc. This 
part of Africa seems to be completely deserted! by ani- 
mals of* every kind. About four, P. M. two Corannas 
came to us, one having a sheepskin over his shoulder, 
the other an old man, had up clothing. They begged 
hard for tobacco. • , • • 

About sun-set we approached two Cqranna towns; 
T 3 
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maDy of the inhabitants walked to the tp{> ot a neigh* 
bouring hill to view us. We halted at six, P.M. at a 
little distance from themj l^Iiey had many hundred 
oxen, cows, sheep, and goats. About forty of them 
w( ic sitting bcfottd our tent, feasting their eyes by gazing 
on us. They brought us plenty ol milk to bartei. 
Travelled N. all day, I'hermomctei at suu-risc 01: at 
noon 82. 

20th. The kraal is called Flip Kiaal, and* contaiu:, 
about one hundred and bfty inbabitanu". About half a 
mile on each side, is a small kraal of seven or eight 
houses each. Most of them woifld be glad to receive a 
missionary; but by their own confession they are a 
divided people, and seemed reluctant to give a foimal 
answer. They neither sow nor plant, but depend entiie* 
ly on their cattle for subsistesice ; of course, having no 
labour to engage their attention, it is probaUe they sleep 
away the greater pait of their life. «Wbat a blessing it 
would be to have the gospel and thwarts of civilized life 
introduced among them! They appear to be a dull, 
gloomy, and inditferent* people. Our arrival ^seemed to 
make no impressiop eh any mind, except in j^roducing a 
•little curiosity; and they were as indifferent about our 
depaiturc, as if they had said. You may come, or stay, 
or go; ,,il IS ihk same toMs. They are so immuied in the 
heart of this great continent, that probably none oi them 
have heard of any sea*. At our«Llepaiture, (at ttro, P. M.) 
a few women and ctiildren drent to the top of some* 
rising ground, and witnessed our moving along, but with 
a dull, unmeaning stare. 

On fbe, north side of a river there » a plain without 
any visibrt; end, as void 'of tr^es as of bills, producing 
only brown heath. Our way Was chieffy'pver hard loose 
stones, Mhiefly marble, white, blue, and 'purple, which 
ivasvery tjying to our i^fsggon > wholly, .At five,?titc 
iron ring of obliged 

us all to halt .for the night Travelling N. W. Thermo- 
meter at sun-rise 44 : noon 82. 
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27th. Thermometer at sun-rise 42 : at noon 84. Near 
our waggons was a solitary* grave, having a heap of 
Stones raised above it, and two long ones placed in' the 
centre. Whether Busbma^ . or Corauna was buripd 
there, none of our party knew. On the other side, of .the 
river, to the north, was a plain, bounded only by the 
horizon, without trees, and covered only with heath, 
which very probably is a part of the same desert we had 
seen higher up. Th^ Great River might be led out to 
this plain, and made to run in various branches, which 
would spread fertility as far as these branches extended ; 
but iii this land there are no people who have bead or 
heart for such an unde^aking, yet the time may come 
when such an improvement may be made. A cooling 
wind generally rises a little after noon, which is pecu- 
liarly acceptable in such scorching days. While at din- 
ner a whirlwind had nearly carried the tent in which we- 
sat into the air. Our table and dishes were covered witli 
‘sand, so that no on§ could taste a morsel more. At four, 
P. M. we departed, paving been detained by the repair- 
ing of our wheel, and iravelled Nf W. till six, P. M. when, 
on account of the roughness of bur way, we were obliged 
to halt for*thc night. * 

2Sth. Thermometer at sun-rise 46 : at noon 66. The 
morning being cool, we departed at seven, and continued 
travelling over stones and red said until eleven, when we 
again reached the river, which makes a circuit ro*und the 
north point of a range of hills, thft south end of which 
we passed, and named thhm Stuart Hills. At three we 
proceeded. As the waggons were. again obliged to pass, 
round some hills before they could rejoin the river, three 
or four of us walked along its hknks, bu’^H«!^'h pleasant 
it was extremely fatigping ; there were many rocks to 
climb over, and thickets of trees and bushes to penetrate 
through ; however, I was repaid by a sight of the hippo- 
potamus, or sea cow, whic^,,stood in the river nearly 
covered' with .water, inth whie&|^iunk, and ro$e M inter- 
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vals to get fresh air. There it remains, and feeU enjoy- 
ment from doing so, the whole day; and during the 
night it grazes in the vicinity of the river. At.seveni 
P. M. we and the waggOiyi arrived at the same spot 
near the river. Their way was very rough as well as 
ours. e 

We saw several spots where tobacco had been planted 
by some people, and there are none to steal it, for the 
land seems destitute of inhabitants. ‘ The country on the 
north side of the river continues still to be a plain, with- 
out any visible end. 

29th. Thermometer at sun-rise, 36. - At noon, 66. 
We were all glad to find the air little cooler, but our 
waggons suffered from the absence of moisture in the 
atmosphere, as the timbers were all shrinking. At three 
P. M. wC departed in the hope of reaching a Coranna 
tkraal in three hours. The rosd was at first over stones, 
then hard, and at last deep sand. At six we came to the 
place where we expected to find the poranna kraal, hut ' 
they had removed, lower down theyriver, wherefore we 
halted. I preached in Ae forenootrand Mr. Read in the 
evening, but we were sorry we had not the congregation 
of Corannas we expected. ‘Travelled W. 

30th. Thermorheter at sun-rise, 32. At seven we de- 
parted and travelled S. W. until nine, when we arrived 
at the Coranna kraal belonging to Hans Huiman, a 
Butch Vor bastardf) Hottentot We saw nothing worth 
recording ; every thing was in » state of nature, all wiU 
dernes^f except the c’:arroing river which kept us com- 
pany on our right, whose banks continued lined with 
trees on both sides. Three men belonging to Kok’s 
kraal who us the day before on their way to 

Griqua to^n, retu rned with us to Huiman’s kraal this 
morning, as they said Kok wished to consult us about 
removing to Griqualand ; and they wished 'to be pre- 
sent. ^.^ey went forward to apprise' .Kok of our.ap- 
pro^n. Kok’g kraal, W^en nearer Griqualand some 
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yean ago, was visited by Dr. Somerville and Mr. Truter 
of Cape-town. 

After breakfast, I walked over to a part of Iluiman’s 
kraal, whicb stood in the inidifle of athirketof trees, about 
half a mile distant. It is upon an emijienre, at tlie bot- 
tom of which runs a small brook, which comes from the 
Great River. The villi^e consists of six houses, and 
about forty inhabitants, so completely concealed in a 
small sijuare surrounded with tall trees, that it cannot 
be seen from any point when approaching it, till you are 
among the trees. Sorry was I that I could not converse 
with the people ; we could only look at each other, but 
on returning to the waggons I got Cupido to go and tell 
them something about the Son of God and his great sal- 
vation. Mr. Read conversed with, an aged blind man at 
the Kraal, who could spe^k Dutch, whom he found ver^ 
averse to listen to any thing' about the gospel. Huiman 
said, that if a missiohary came to Kok’s kraal, he should go 
and reside there. they abound in cattle, we had plenty 
of milk while we ren|ained. The people seemed to have 
nothing to do but, like theirdogs, to lie sijuat upon the grass 
enjoying the sunshine until <110 next meal. It is heart- 
rending to see so many clever looking young people hav- 
ing nothing either to do or toleain ; their parents having 
no more to inform them of thay the cattle have to tell 
their young. May the God of Israel pity them, sind dis- 
pose his people in England to ei(grt themselves to the 
utmost, to relieve them frbtn jtheir present state of 
wretchedness. Their language, owing to tiie strange 
claps of the tongue on the roof of the mouth, must be 
difficult for a European to acquire, buf^ hope not insur- 
mountable. Surely it cannot be so difficult 'tb acquire as 
the Chinese. It cannot be a copious langua|[e, as they 
have so few things to talk of, but must be a pastoral 
language, only having words adapted to the pastoral 
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CHAP. XXX. 

Depar/uTt^ from JJuimart\ Kranl — Ohstrncthm — Or^RJd- 
i/ns— Knu's Kraal of Orfarns^ 6fi\ — List of- the difft/ent 
Coi mm i 1 tihe^Koker Tree. 

Wl tlepaitod at ihret P. M. when almost the wlioU 
kraal was collected to \\itne«is our leaving them. Over 
many a hard rock weie oui wa/^gons dragged, at other 
tiints through deep sand ; dry buN of rivers were fre- 
quently occurring, which were very trouhicboiue to pass, 
and which often made us anxious about our waggon 
wheels. At five we passed a budding in nuns, wliuh 
bad been erected by one Stephanas, whom I have for- 
mei ly mentioned as having fled from the colony, ou ac- 
count of having committed forgery. It bad been intend- 
'd foi a large substantial buildgng for such a countiy <is 
this, and peihaps may yet be applied to some useful 
purpose. It stands in a very rocky part of the country, 
only a few hundred yards from tlu* river. It is well 
built, for Stephanas wn^ a mason, Xud all was done Ij} 
bimself or under his direction. At seven, coming to 
plenty ot fire-wood, we lialtbd for the night, whn (i was 
])iticin"l\ c olvl, though at noon the thermometci was 82, 
J^uch extieine ^nd sudden changes from cold to heat, 
and fiom heat tp cohl, mpst considerably aftc^ t the coii- 
btitutiorf. Many a lotten tree that bad lain unniohstcd 
since tlie ages of antiq^uty now perished in a bla^e. 

314. Thennometer at'' sunrvise, 31. At noon, 84. 
Departed at seven A. M/ Several of us walked by the 
side of the river, as the waggons Vere obliged to make a 
circuit roumJt/,«e^Se lulls. 'In two places 1 observed rocks 
piled abovjf each other in the form of piers, running 
from the hills nearly to the river, which in after ages 
may be eturned to some advantage, when 1 hope the 
Miintiy will be increased in population and civilization, 
reached the, baiting pM;e at 4ime, but the waggons 
‘'did not arrive till eleven. At five P. M. we were again 
in motion, and t^ravelled till seven, one of the worst stage- 
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<lurkig the whole ^journey ; bometimes the wheels sunk 
iiitp the sand as <leep as the astletree, at other times the 
wily was hO co\eicd with laige stones, that there was no 
1 hoice of load. We olten p&used to consider wint vvas 
to be done, as we ftaied it was impossible to hold on 
much longer, without having the waggons shivered to 
piects. But aft^r looking round jii every diiection, 
without observing any way of escaping these obstruc* 
tions> we were obliged to proceed, and Providence 
brought us to a resting place at ten, without suffering 
iny material injury. We tound a waggon standing 
undei a tree. It belonged tp a Griqua, who had been 
obliged to leave it tRere, in consequence of Ins oxen 
being unable to drag it farther. TVa^velltd W. 

Nept 1 . We weie now within one stage of Kok*s 
kiaal, and as the waggon-way thither was veiy circuitou^ 
n 11 ot us lode on oven by the liver at nine** A. M. 'Phe 
o\cr the lulls was almost impassable even to oxen, 
being covere<l witlfiockb in every direction — my o\ was 
somelimes on his liWes, and oaribiiig 1 was somi^tinies 
in dangci ol having my eyes pierced by Ins hojiis; bow- 
evei, in two honis we airived at the kraal, which is situ- 
ated in inesUiisive squaiC plain, bounded on all sides 
by low lulls. I'he plain is sand with lufts ot gia^s scat* 
tcredo\ei it. The niajonty of the people die Oilams; 
and theie die some who lorsooL Giiqualand, quietly to 
enjoy a pluiaiity of wives, and to live in cv( ry othei 
lebpect without restranij;; of course much wickedness 
exists among them. Our waggon^ did not aiiive till 
foul P. M. the way being long and rough; at one place, 
all the twelve oven winch diew the b.^age-uhg‘jroii lay 
down upon the giourid, being unable to plotted. 'Phey 
vvcie obliged to leave two oxen by the way, Rung quite 
worn out and unable to travel; one of the in bled both 
at his mouth and nose. They v,e\o two of our fattest 
oxen ; indeed, such lu^cnenri fail fust. No wonder the 
'earth here is turned ii'to sand, for they had not had a 
shower of lain foi <!i\ months. They know of no inlia- 
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bitauts in the countiy immediately beyond, nor ^orlb of 
them; indeed, they wy it is impossible for people. to 
exist in it, as there is not a diop ol water to be h«d. 
They only know of a few bushmen, who live south of 
thtm, till you coipe to the colony ; yet the countiy has 
its beauties. The hills arc covered here and there with 
fine trees and charming shrubs, and that which is imme- 
diately behind the kraal, to the westward, ahounds with 
rocks of crystal, sparkling like diamonds, and also of 
matble. Weie a lapidary heie, I havt no doubt that he 
would soon collect a waggon load of valuable stones. 
There are sand hills in sight, on the north side ot the 
river, red as scarlet. The poor inhabitants aie enveloped 
in Ignorance and vice. We dined entirely on Ihsh; they 
have no grain of which to make bitad. Hcie we had 
«to leave almost all the people who arcompauied us troiii 
Guqualand. 


frames of ihe different 


Tribes of Cofdunas on lU Oieat 
%Rtier. / 


Cahusque 

Stabbers. ^ 

Karos 9tIniE^f*rSf 

Weaw'rs of karosses or cloaks. 

Sptingbok/ars, 

Springbucks, being immcrnuM lit 

• 

that animal. 

Karabtrs^ or Kleinbontc, 

Little spotted. 

Naanat I^Jfangs, * 
Kanmsgrts, 

Kfirrow cheeks. 

Bockbi lef 

Letter boi^k 

Supers^ 

Cutters, dr taylors. 

IJoogtens, 

Heights. 

Zeekoe^dragers, 

Bearers of sea-cows. 

Katmencheny 

Catupeople, on account of their hav.^ 
ing pursued a hartebeast across a 
ford called Cat-ford.. 

TovernaanSf 

Wizards. 

Kokifboomhs 

Quiver trees. Trees from which the 


Bushmen make their arrows. 

jSptnnekopsoogerj, * 


Links Staany ^ 

Standing to the left— this refers to 
those at Halapeetzee. ^ 
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2(L Eacli of us collected a few crystallizations fiorn 
the hill behind the kraal. The natives smiled at our 
employment, just as Londoii people would, weie they to 
sec some Chinese visitors packing up broken pieces* of 
bricks fiom the sticets, and putting them in their 
pockets, to carry home as curiosities. • As many of these 
spuikhng stones might easily be collected as would cover 
the front ot a house^ which when the sun shines, would 
certainly, in point of magnificence and grandeur, vie 
with any house in Mahomet’s imaginary patadise ; 
nay, even outshine the temple of Solomon at Jeru- 
salem. 

When walking towards a hill to take a drawing of the 
koker tree, (the leaves of which resemble the aloe, ami 
winch we had seen in no other part of Africa, though 
they are very numerous here, especially on the summits 
of tin hills,) some yourig^people were advancing towardT 
me, hut no sooner did they observe me, than they Iltd 
ttinlied, as from a^lion. While they were running, full 
of teiror, I stood wondering how they could posbibly 
run so fast in so holra day. In live minutes <ili were out 
ot sight, concealed among the hushes. They weie not 
indeed incumbered by any dress. 

'The koker tree seems to delight to grow fiom the musJL 
diy and locky ground on the hills, and is extienicl^ shy 
to de^'Cend into the plain, standing almost uniformly aloof 
on the tops of hills. Many of them are about ten or 
twelve feet in circumfenence at tht bottom, and quickly 
diminish in size till the branch^ commence, which is at 
a height seldom more than seven or eight feet * the shape 
ot the cluster of branches resembles J^liat of an inverted 
bason ; the bark is white, intermixed wul. i^ght yellow, 
and has a shining appearance like satin. I luve not seen 
one m.flower. Altogether it seldom exceeds sixteen feet 
in height. ^ 

Mr. R. preached last Cqpido the Hottentot this 
^piorning, and 1 in the evenings Cupido illustrated the 
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immortality of the soul by alluding to the serpent, who, 
by going between two branches of a bush which press 
against each other, strips himself once a year of his skin. 

When we find the skin ” gaid he, “ we do not call it 
the serpent ; no, it is only its skin : neither do we say the 
serpent is dead ; no, for we know he is alive, and has only 
cast his skin.” The serpent he compared to the soul, and 
the skin to the boily of man. 

Kok related to us that he went lately with a large party 
of his people on an expedition against elephants ou the 
other side of the river, and that ihoug!> they travelled 
five or six days’ jouiney up the country, (or to the north), 
they did not find one fountain of ^water. On inquiring 
how they lived without water, like the Matchappees, of 
whom we made the same inquiry, they said, that water 
melons were every where scattered over the ground, 
which, after being roasted on the fire, yielded good water. 

3d. C. Kok seemed disposed to leceive a missionary, 
but had not much desire of it; he wished ^to leave the 
decision to his father, old C. Kok, &t Silver Fountain, 
whom we expected to see on our ret/rn from the Naniac- 
qua mission. ,111 his kraal there are, of persons who 
speak the Dutch language, and who are called 

Orlams ... 215 

Corannas - - - iso 

Buskmcn r - 30 

• • Total 425 

ft 18 extremely desin ble to make this a missionary sta- 
tion, us it would unite, by a kind of link, the missions 
on the eastern aiii^ western roasts of Africa. Some of 
the people ijpi-'rt'fy anxiotib for instruction. There is one 
man wIiocmj road a little, and Kok himself knows the 
letteis. •‘Me urged, him to persevere in learning to read, 
point^'Out its importance, should he obtain a copy oi 
the j^^iptures. He made present of a young bull, 
which appeared o little wij^i^^omver, one'of our Hot- , 
tentots caught it dexterously by making a loop at 
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the itw! of a rope, which h6 threw at the animal while 
runniiio lull speed, and caught iu it his hind legs, which 
when drawn close, laid him ^n'his side, when they ki^ed 
him. Kok likewise lent us fourteen strong oxen, to assist 
ns ill tiavelling to Namacqualand. , 

CHAP. XXXI. 


Departure ftom Kok's Kraal — Jeeemhlage of ]iocks->~ln 
Difficulty — Hottentots drink Poison of Snnke-^EKape 
from Lions — Singuhr Nests — II ild Bushmen shoot a 
Hottentot, and capture our Cattle — Steps taken— ‘Re- 
gain out Cattle— Hottentot dies— Joined by Namacqua 
Missionary — Jrrival at Pella. 

*Tiin next halting place on the side of the Greir 
River, IS only ten miles from Kok’s kranl hy the side of 
the river; but lieiftg exU’^mcly rocky, we were obliged 
to make a circuit o\V thirty mil<»s lound the mountains, 
to accomplish which ve left the kraal at five, P. M. The 
road pioved veiy good for many n)ile«*, and lay among a 
great number of small hills, composed of brown nigged 
rocks. About midnight we got so entangled among 
rocks, that for some time we knew not how to extricate 
ourselves: at length, however, we surmounted them, and 
proceeded until the moon set, whjch was at o'clock, 
when we were under a necessity to halt without water, 

4th. Every one awoke with a headache this morning, 
which we concluded was owing to the great heat of the 
past day, especially as reflected from the sand. ’Departed 
at seven, and reached the river by nine, whOn all had an 
opporljiiiity of satisfying their thirst. Therftiometer at 
noon 86. 

Wo found a boor from tlw colony at Kok’s kraal, who 
^ad fallen deeply in loye a black woman, and who 
on account of tlie opposltiw^lf friends* to his marrying . 
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her, and likewise of the minister’s refusing to perform 
his office, had left the colony And wandered thither. They 
catpe by Sneuberg to the Q^dock River, which he with 
the other boors had formerly considered to be the Great 
River, blit be travelled down its banks till it biought him 
to the Great River. The couple appear low spirited, and 
no wonder, for in a sense they are out of the w'orld while 
in it. They have a fine boy as white as any European 
child, though the mother is as black as a native of Mo> 
sambique. No doubt she roust have her quaking mo- 
ments, lest her lover should grow weary of his banish- 
roent, and forsake her to rqjoin his friends and civilized 
society. 

Being joined by our people, cattle, and strangers who 
were to come by the short road, we departed at four, 

M. and travelled over deep^and to the W. until six, 
when we halted near the river. The country around was 
level, sandy, and full of maible ro^ks, shewing their 
white heads above ground. * . 

.5th. Thermometer af sun -rise at noon S3. Re- 
mained till four, P. M. when, understanding that our 
next halting place waa only^ two hours distant, we de- 
parted, travelling N. W. but we did not teach it till 
eleven o’clock, so much was our guide mistaken as totlic 
distance. The. first parr of the road was among low 
barren Itills, the remainder on a plain. 

b'lh. Having heatd fcf a waterfall at no great distance, 
several of us set off a*^ nine A. M. with our guide to see 
It. We soon reached wl^t might be called the metro- ' 
polls of rocks, fq|r so extensive a collection 1 saw no 
where elsc^ They lay o‘n the, surface of many miles. 
The most conspicuous is about half a mile in length, and 
five hundred feet high. It has the appearance of an iron 
hill. Many low and high l^ills are composed of huge 
rocks pileJl above each Qth^and thousands of ponderous 
ones lie scattered over thfi^mttndnn eveiy diction, to 
great distance, Been transported thither 
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by some tremendous eruption* The river divides itself 
into several branches which run in deep chasms, cut 
'out of solid rock perhaps five hundred feet deep. Asjhe 
sides were perpendicular, it\vas impossible to get down 
to tlie river. A stone thrown from the top was a long 
time before it reached the liver. We had heard of the 
waterfall from various natives when we were travelling' 
down the river, but none of them had seen it. Several 
had seen the mist arising from it, but the sound had so 
terrified them they were afraid to approach it. After a 
search of several hours no waterfall was either seen oi 
heard. Our people who came on foot by the side of the 
river from Kok’s kra^l saw a small fall of the river, but 
that whicli we were in search of was reported to be far 
greater. We observed many parts of the river in these 
chasms, which in the rainy season, when the river h 
swelled, must have a most terrific appearance, from the 
quick dcssceiit among huge rocks ; and being so fai be- 
neath the surface from whence it is viewed, it must be one 
of the grandest scet^fs imaginable. But at such a season, 
it is probable, no hm^an eye has yet seen it, the country 
being without inhabitants. • , 

Having descended about two hundred feet down the 
clitf, in order to take a sketch of one part of the rivtJr 
which was curious, our guards above went away, not 
knowing where I was. On returning to the top, they 
all were gone. While wondering what was become of 
them, I was joined by Mr. Read, who was equally sur- 
prised at their departure. Our danger lay in meeting 
with lions or tigers, while we had no means of defence. 
The hill, composed of one i:ock, wife our compass by 
which we were guided towards our*waggdns. It was 
about noon, and intensely hot— we both considered it 
imprudent thus to have exposed ourselves to the sun’s 
scorching rays, After sciimbling, over rockif about an 
hour, we reached the riyaj^^which we greatly longed to 
/"regain, that by means ot \d COftliiJg* platers ive might 



286 JOURNEY ACROSS THE [ISIS. 

allay our heat and thirst. We had the precaution not to 
drink a drop of water tiltyre bad held our hands and feot 
for bome time in it, which toon produced a coolness all 
ov?r us — then we washed' our heads, after which we 
ventured to drink, which was more gratifying to our 
taste than the besf Constantia, Champaign, or Madeira. 
We observed a rock near us, about the sffic of an ordi- 
nary house, which, by some great swell of the river, had 
been driven from its place, and so inclined against another 
as to form a roof capable of protecting man or beast 
from the powerful rays of a vertical sun. This rock 
seemed to invite us to tak^ shelter under it, which we 
did for at least half an hour. Y/hile sitting under it, 
delightfully cool, we could not but reflect upon the 
scripture which compares the Saviour to “ the sliadow 
^f a great rock i|i a weary land.” From beneath the 
shade of this rock we came as* cool and comfoi table as 
when we set out in the moining. Tbcienot being a breath 
of wind, and the river gliding gently adong, and the heat 
having silenced the feathered songs^s, there was in the 
absence of human beings a stillnem^lmost fearful. We 
found some difficulty in getting from the bed of tlieiiver, 
as it had many narrow streams and pools, lined with im- 
penetiable woods of the mimosa and other trees. Ilaving 
cleared one stream, we soon came to another, which had 
all invisibly run under the gravel at the place wheie we 
had entered the bed of the nver. We had to search for 
passages through the thickets inkde by the wild beasts ; 
at length after passing along many windings, we cleared 
the wood, and reached our waggons about two o’clock, 
tired, thirsty, and Viungiy,, in consequence of walking al- 
most GonsUfbtly foe five hours over rugged rocks, and 
without effecting the object of our journey. But it is 
not surprismg that this part of the nver is so little known 
among the natives of this region, as all access to it is so 
extremely difficult. How l^^ese deep cliffs, or excava- 
tions in Solid rodt^teC a reldidi fiue), as hard as Bmt,'^ 
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through which the various brandies of the rivir run$, 
buve been formed, 1 cannot t^(nj{|ooture, unless by some 
most awful convulsion. It surprising that such j 
wonderful work of God should lie concealed from the 
inspection of mankind, iii the bosom of jriid Africa. We 
saw many serpents but received no injury; indeed the 
chief danger ariSes'ftom treadiugon them unawares among 
the long grass, when they wilt instantly turn upon you 
and bite, otherwise they will generally eadeavoor to 
escape from you. 

It is very common among the Hottentots to catch a 
scrfient, squeeze out the poilon from under his teeth, and 
drink it* They say it oliiy makes them a little giddy, 
and imagine that it preserves them afterwards; from 
receiving any injury from the sting of that reptile. I 
have no doubt, from the testimony of the Hottentots ^ 
who travelled with me, of tde fact, that they do take it; 
but whether it be calculated to produce the edect which 
the Hottentots pretend, I leave to the decision of medical 
men, •. * • 

At five P. M. the air qecoming more cool, we left our • 
halting place, and on our passed two hills, each of 
which was composed of a single rock, without grass or 
bush on any part of them. They had exactly the ap- 
pearance of immense masses of iron, and though curious, 
they bad a dull gloomy aspect. t>neof them had« fiat 
rock, level with the surface of the ^ground, extending 
from its' west end for abo&t a quarter of a mile— it was 
between thirty and forty yaitb wide, and resembled a 
pavement of one stone. The sand in the neighbourhood 
was red, producing no grass, hut qnly smdll, half wUliered 
bushes here and there, We travelled till midnight, wbicli^ 
was ns cold as a December night in. England. We haltedl 
where thdre was neither wat^« nor grass, nor wood'' to-' 
burn ; for in consequent of of rooks runaiijg up* 
the country from thetoiy edi ^M .ttfe ^eat-Rivi^-Wo^ 

^e'rc obliged Uatei cdnsidpiiir ^||j^ ’?rf » 
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worship we all bastei^ed to go to sleep the best way wc 
could (thout any auj^f. Tbermometei at noon, 86. 
Travelling W. 

* 7th. We proceeded <fa our journey at seven A, M. 
Theie was a chain of bills about ten miles to our nght> 
or north, of about thirty mtlea in extent, which bad the 
appearance of a great wall, indeed it reminded us of the 
great wall in China. Ih the iporniag at Bun>rise, the 
fiicrmometer stood as low ait 46, and at noon 66, winch 
was extiemely favouiable to our catt'e, as We were obliged 
to continue until two P« M. pushing forward to water, 
whete we baited in a sandy plac^ at the foot of w lint 1 
called the Haldanean Mountain Here we hail a new 
operation to perfeiip, viz. to dig for water in the dry bed 
of a river, when we found plenty loi oui'>clveb, about 
five feet under the surface of the sand. It appealed tqbe 
astream which ran undeigrobiid towards the Great Kivci, 
and was reported to form itsell into pools lower don n. 

Though this part of Africa be nearly forsaken of men, 
it has plenty of inbabtfants->-huii^ds of lizaids and held 
mice were almost constantly vismle^ and so unacquainted 
with man that they amuaeiil themselves round about oui 
waggons — ^and during the afternoon, nine lions were 
seen m the vicinity. One of our Hottentots was m 
imminent danger of being destroyed by thiee of them 
which he came upon 'unawares among bushes. 'I'bey 
stood looking towards each other for some time; when he 
fumed about to make a sign io his companions to come 
to tm assistance tb^ advanced ; but immediately, on 
turning bis eyes again tow'ards tbemi they made a halt ; 
when the ether* came qp with his gun, they walked ofi. 
We killed a lafge puff adder which is a very venomous 
hf serpent. The evening was cool which made 
^ to re^, $0 that I hdieve not one of us dras aw ake 
^ after ten. A^few elouds appmired in the evening 
P t|A' bottom 1 ^ Ibe ^ Ihfr westward, which 
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wer« viewed as a rarity, having had almost constant sun-, 
shine, with a clear sky, for mnm than three months. 

' 8tb. Thermometer at sun vise, 48< At uOon, 70, — 

# 

We proposed commencing ofir journey in the afternoon 
should our oxen return from water, in search of which 
we dispatched three Hottentots with them on the preced- 
ing day. 

The Psalmist) in his 33d Psalm, speaks of the Lord 
leading him ** in greea pastures, beside still waters.” — 
The beauty and force of this expression can hardly be 
conceived by one who never was out of England. Five 
months had elapsed since we bad seen green pastures, 
all having been withered grass, which is neither so pleas- 
ing to the eye, nor so nutritious to the cattle. I longed 
to sec green hills or plains, and a river gently gliding 
along. ^ 

Nine o’clock at night came, but there was no ap- 
pearance either of our oxen or Hottentots who were sent 
to guard theft. We had various conjectures as to the 
'cause; perhaps while the men slept, the oxen strayed, or 
the Bushmen on the ^ver had stolen them. Our two 
milch goats ran olF, and wnre sought for in vain — the 
lions might devour them during the night. Our situation 
was unpleasant, for every thing was packed up and ready* 
for setting off, but without our oxen we cpuld not move 
arf inch, and we were in the midst Of a barren desett. 

loth. Thermometer at sun-rise, ^8. In the morning 
we had no intelligence odr oxen or goats. Parties 
were dispatched in search of both. ' 

The bush louse, as it is called, became veiy trouble- 
some to us — it is black and about the si^ of a large bug. 
When it fixes on the skin of a persOn, it is bardTv possible 
to get it off without cutting it to pieces ; indeed it stlCfcs 
so close to the skin, that it cannot be felt by the tbUdb- 
If you try to scrape it oft' witb tbe knife, the kuffe slicles* 
oyer it. One ftxed on iriy wi^i; no mea^s Which T tfsed 
rto take it away succeeded. Otie of ottr people poured the 

Ug 
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juice of to)»cco upon it, which made it raise itself a iitlle 
above flic skin, when he' ntfizcd it and tore it away. — 
Wheu it tins sucked itself fell of blood then it falls off of 
itifown accoid. 'The poor«cattle are sometimes covered 
with them, wluch when the crow perceives, he comes 
and Stands upon thh cow’s back till he has picked as many 
as satisfies hi« hunger. The cow is so pleased with his 
cirploymcnt that she gives him no molestation till he has 
finished his repast. , 

> A tree at a little distance from our wagons bad two 
leinarknble nests on it. The one was about font yards 
in ciicumfereiice, and the other three, and aboutayard m 
depth. 7’licy aie foi rood of coarsd grass, by a small bird 
which resembles our goldfinch. One of these nests had 
seventeen boles in the bottom by which the birds enter, 
the other had seven. At one time I saw about a hundred 
"Ibirds come out of them. Insl?ead of being the nest o|ie 
single pair of birds, they seem to be kraals, or towns'of 
birds. Perhaps one ‘may be the propesty of ^single pair, in 
which they accommodate all their dracendants. A horned 
owl had taken possession of the o^ide of the roof of the 
largest for a nest : she was ytting on if, and it appeared 
from the bones and Hair strewed under that she lived 
•upon the field mouse. I bad thecuiiosity to climb tlietiee 
on puipose to examine this phenomenon in natuie. The 
loof wrfs matly thatched, and a hollow in the middle to 
contain the owl, hut no passage leading to the inside. 
I had no way to exar'iine .the bipartmenls within, with* 
out destroying agreat pabt of t(ie nest, which would have 
been a cruel operation ; wherefore I left it in the same 
state til which 1 found it^ contented with taking a sketch 
of the tfeekam’ the tWo nests. Thermometer at noon, 84. 

1 was l^r some time surprised hoW such multitudes of 
ligasds and mice, as inhabit the desert, could live’without 
v^er ; but I observed many succulent plants, of various 
Jpmds, hanging full of smtdt'berries containing water. 1 
Routed out of dhe large bel|y abo*ut three tea spoonfuls 
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water, and I witnessed the mice dragging them into their 
holes, jui>t as seamen take caetta of water into their shifts. 
This IS a wonderful piovisioy God has made LOt^uppiy 
the wants of these little animals. 

-(f 

I gently threw a small stone at a tfearf, without any in- 
tention to hurt it; which struck off its tail, the tad leaped 
about for five rainutcs, and moved somewli it like a ser- 
pent, to three yards distant. The poOr Hzaid as well as 
myself, stood wondering at Jbis exhiUitioii. Whdn I 
mentioned this cm unistance to our Hottentots, they in- 
formed me, that like «erpent»«ttet their heads are cut 
olT, they live until tli^going down of the ^un. 

Nine o’clock at nigh^ strived again, without our gain- 
ing any infeliigein e of our mi ii or OKeii, only we thought 
wc bend the repoit of two muskets fir d at a distance. 
About half past nine, iin mediately after our woibhtp, vm 
heaid a musket shot at no gicSt distance, then a second, 
and a thud, wliicli^ led us to conclude sunutlung was 
wrong ; ot couise we dispatched five oi six of our people 
with muskets to the-nlace from ‘whence the firing pro- 
ceeded. It was but a little while before part of them 
returned, w ith one of the three men who bad been with 
the cattle, ilc said they bad been attacked by wild 
Bushmen, who had wounded ^eekure in the back, kn* 
mediately under his nock, with e poisoned snow, and 
had carried off all the cattle. While relating th^dolcful 
tidingsi- poor Peekure, and the tWid young man who 
had been with the cattle earae up. His wougd was latge, 
owing to the difficulty they had of getting out the pieces 
of the arrow which remained in the mound, which they 
picked out w ithan awl. Oup meb wh to their arms, to en- 
deavour to retake eur cattle. By ten o'clock, '<tpD of them , 
were ready to set off. Mr. begged them, if 
ble, to spare tbe lives of to en^arhi^to 

get between tbllm and, tj^Oreat^ River, and ^ c^ottie 
upon them^by surprise, precaution we 

were afiaid they would shoo^dii^ fflUUe gnd run off. A 
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tame Bushman from Gjiqua .town went off with them, 
witli his bow and arrows, without being desired. 

^(Jur situation was now very distressing, being in the 
midst of a desert, with three loaded wagcons, and not a 
single ox in our possession to draw them. Five Bastard 
Hottentots, w'bo were on a hunting expedition, and 
halted awhile witli us in tha morning, we knew were to 
be at some place to the south-west, at above five hours 
distance. We dispatched four mm, to inform them of 
our situation. Also, lest we should be auacked during 
the absence of so many of our men, we examined wbal 
were our means of defence. Wf found tbat three of 
our people bad sold, or rather exchanged, their mus- 
kets for cattle at Gnqua town, supposing, without 
any reason but their owu ignoiance of what re- 
clamed of our jouiney, that t^ie dangerous part of it was 
over when wc returned from Lattakoo. Mr. Read told 
me tbat the Hottentots were ignorant wheie or how we 
were travelling ; that they could not understand how the 
sun at one part of thejourney to^ on their right hand, 
and on their left at another ; butfxhey had such full con- 
fidence in him, that 7 helilve bad there been a way by 
which be could have taken them down to the other side 
of the world, had he gone fiist, they would have fol- 
lowed bun : of course they had no care, only to follow 
tiB. Ofily live guns were found to be with the wag- 
gons ; the others had ai^gajt^ and Bushmen’s bows 
and ariows. > 

We considered it our duty first tb attend to these 
mea^ureq apd precautions, after which to have recourse 
to the grand lefi^e in times of trouble — the throne of 
grace. We assemtied , together, and united in prayer. 
Mr. Read and Cupido led the worship. We did every 
thing in our powenfor pbor wounded man, who had 
a wife gifil three small chi^im at Bethielsdorp, ignoiant 
Of his situatioi^ v 1 . , • 

Some of ourpep^ SG^of opinion, that the Busb/**^ 
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itipn bad been watching oar raotlbna the whole way 
down the river, and had clipi^n to make their attack at 
that place, as furthest from assistance. Others, that the 
Bushmen who had attacked As were in connection wKh 
Africaner, a plundering chief, who is the terror of that 
part of Africa, and that this only prSceded the grand 
attack. Others w$re certain, that all our cattle would be 
killed, as it was the custom of Bushmen when they took 
many cattle at a time, knowing the difficulty of driving 
away many, to select a few of the best, and to Shoot the 
rest with their poisoned arroi^a. 

All remained awake but myself; but liteing without 
means of either offieilce or defence, and every thing 
being in as good order as* we could put them, 1 went 
aside to take a little rest I had hardly lain down when 
one Came and advised me not to sleep. An hour after, 1 
was informed that our idea were in combat with tiffi 
Bushmen, which I did not believe, having been awake 
half an hour and hoard nothing. At three o’clock in the’ 
morning, however, I heard two niuskets Bred, and then a 
third. Oil this I left the waggon, when one of the Hot^ 
lentots (Boosak) pointm out a great cloud of dust, Which 
the moonlight rendered visible, krid' was occasioned by 
the motion of our cattle. They were running quick, foe 
the cloud approached us fhst. At length the oxen be> 
came visible ; but we were af)%id to ap|)roab}t hear 
the report of our men, dreading that Sotfae lives had been 
lost in the recapture. We tvele rejoiced to find they had 
obtained the cattle without resistance. Being night t're* 
could not' count the cattle, sO we were ignorant whether 
we had sustained any loss. After meeting to return thanks 
to God for the regaining of our cattle, we vi^t to rest, 
leaving some to watch. . 

)Oth* As soon as daydight ajipeared we numbetad 
our cattle, and tvefe pleased ^to* Bnd that noji one tvas 
missing. Qaf three Hdl^tots; who u^ere with the 
cattle, viz. Peekurr, Pfednin, |i«^Mic|iaI, gave us tfie 
following account of the mi^er; n.ot finding any 
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pools lovi^er* down the dry bed of the river, they went 
forward till they came to the Great River, which was 
upwaids of twenty miles. They observed, while they 
Imlted at the river, some «Bush men at a distance, lurk- 
ing among the bushes. They had not seen more than 
four. On leaving the river, the Bushmen followed 
them, but concealed themselves as much ns possible 
among the bushes. When almost dark, they had 
taken their aim at Peekure, being a tall and strong man, 
perhaps supposing if they could bring him down, they 
would easily overcome the others, who were young. 
AVhen hefouitd himself wounded, he 'ran to one of his 
companions, and desired him to pftll out the airow. He 
did SO; but two pieces of it remained in the wound, 
which he had the fortitude to pick out with an awl, while 
the other young Hottentot kept olT the Bushmen with 
Ws musket, which he filrecl towards the place from whence 
be thought the arrow proceeded. They "then left the 
oxen, that they might biing their wpunded companion 
to the waggons. When at a considerable distance they 
fired two shots, which no doubt were those we supposed 
we heard. Perhaps the Bus|imeiTaid not know that the 
oxen were completely gived up to them, but might sup* 
pose the men were concealing themselves among the 
bushes for their protection, and that the shots fired by 
them at a distance, as they advanced towards the wag- 
gons, were from' people qomiog to their assistance. This 
is the only way by wlfich we cauld account for none of 
the oxen being carried off* ' ' 

We did every thing for the poor wounded man in our 
power, by cuttings out the ftesh all round the wound, 
administerinjg eau 4^ tuc4^ and laudanum to mitigate the 
pain; but l]e lay groaning the who^e night 
The. five Bastard HoUentots* to whom we had ^etit an 
account of our situation, came to our assistance at five 
o’clock in the morning, to wjipm we expressed our grati- 
tude. There being for* our, oxeq, we, were* 

obliged to depart at movipg' slowly for the 

t X- J * » 
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sake gf our wounded man. At ftklf past on^, his pain 
was 80 great, that we wcie obliged to halt at the foot of 
a mountain composed of black loose stones, vagd to Jay 
him down under a bush from W'hicli he was never to 
rise. His appearance alarmed us, be^g greatly swelled, 
particularly about the head and throat- He said that he 
felt the poison gradually work downwards to bis very 
toe s, and then ascend in the same manner ; as it ascended 
his body swelled. He felt very anxious, olten turning 
on his face, and crying to Jesus for mercy for hU soul. 
He thought he felt the chief strength of the poison to 
lodge in one of his cheeks, and requested that the cheek 
might be cut off, which vve, did not comply witli, per- 
suaded that his whole frame was equally coutaminated. 
The Bushman wc bad with us said in the morning, that 
Peekure would die immediately on the going downj^f 
the sun, which he certainly did; for the sun had not 
dipped beneath the horizon (ive minutes before he 
breathed his last. *His countenance was frightful, being 
so disfigured by the swelling. On his brow was a swell- 
ing as large as a gooij^e egg. He has left behind him a 
widow and three children. ^ ^ 

As we were under the necessity of halting all night, 
though without water, our people fortified the place 
surrounding the flies with a jiraU composed of*busbes 
which they cut down, lest the Buslimeu, wbopriPwe un- 
derstood to be numerous in that parr, should attack us 
during the night. We likcwUe sent forward ail our oxen, 
retaining only as many as were necessary to draw our 
waggons, that they might, get water as isoon as possible, 
which divided our strength, but the\e Was ii6 sdtenia- 
live. Thermometer at noon 76 . * 

On fjonversing again with Surviving Hpttetl- 

tots, who went with the c^ttie for water, we had th^ fol- 
lowing additional paiticulaTs." 'J'Ise three wc«t oh the 
7 tli to seartb tbr a plaje * «ii|6'bel9w qut prpggons. 
Where water was reported t o > were * d^ired, if 

they did n^t find water, of their nhmber to 
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,U 9 with the information. They passed the place without 
observing it; and one of the young men frequently adr 
vi^'d that they should proceed forward to the Great 
River, which certainly was improper, as the cattle, from 
its distance, ntustjhave been as thirsty on their return to 
the waggons, as when they departed ; but he did it with 
Uie view of shooting sea cows. Peekure was always 
against this ; but two being against him, they proceeded 
to the river. While there, tliey observed four Bushmen 
at a distance, but did not mind them much. The heat 
was so great on Thursday, (l^pt. 0,) when returning, 
that they travelled very slowly, but observed no Bush* 
men. When it grow cooler, they quickened their pace. 
A little after 8un.«et, an arrow was' shot from behind a 
bush, but being almost dark, they perceived no person 
nti^r them. One or two of theyu bred towards the bush, 
but saw no effect. By this ungle shot poor Pcekure’s 
death was occasioned. It is remarkable, that he was 
not invited to come with us from Betlielsdorp on this 
journey, but he followe'd us to Graaf Keynet, to request 
us to take him with us as one of q^r guards : nor was be, 
at the time he was shqt, desired to go with the cattle ; 
but observing one who bad been grumbling at the ap* 
pointment, he went up to him, asked bis gun, and said 
he would go for him. Thermometer at noon 7d. 

lltb.* To our no small surprise and gratilication, about 
midnight we were joined by Mr^Schmelen, a missionary, 
and several pjiople belonging. to< the Namacqua mission, 
who happened to be at an outpost, and beard of our situa- 
tion froiq the persons we had dispatched to seek help. 
Their arrival reminded me of Paul’s feelingi at Appii- 
forum: wjReu tl)^ brethren from Rome met him, he 
** th^l^ God hnd took courage.*** These friends in- 
' us that Bushm'en bad followed os from the Wa- 
ll, wfifohing for#D opportvtiity to plunder us: that 

f>.Act»xxtin, Is. 
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these poor creatures had been so ill tieated by the boon 
from the colony, that they nowr endeavour t^iniiultr 
every man who wears a hat,^which i- the only way^hy 
which they can distinguish a boor. 'I luy aie connected 
with Afi leaner, giving him a share of what plunder they 
take, especially if they find powder. 

At seven in the morning we interied the remains of 
poor Peekure, at the foot ot the mountain behind our 
waggons. His body was tied up in bis caross, or shep- 
herd’s cloak. At the grave Mr. Read gave an addiess, 
after winch wejoineH in prayer and sang a hymn. 

At ten, A. M. we I«U l>eaCli-vale, and at a little dis* 
tance we killed a yellow serpent about six feet long, tlie 
first ot that kind we had seen on our journey. We tia- 
veiled westwaid ovei a deep sandy plain, with hills to 
the light and lelu As all our water was expended, ^ 
were obliged incessantly to proceed till we should come 
to some fountain; hut we did not ainve at one till half 
past ttn o’cloc'k at niglit, when wo reached Kabas Foun- 
tain, which lay behind a lange ol mounlaius winch Ui^ie 
ni view tlie whole of dy. The sight ot water was 
truly pleasant to man and beasii Here we found our 
cattle that had been sent on before. Some of our cattle 
had not tested water lor three days ; they drank, and 
drank again, and seemed ioath«lo leave ill. 

l-2tb. In the rooming we found, that though tficie was 
water, yet theie was not a blade of grass for our poor 
worn out oven to eat; consequently, though the Lord’s 
day, we were obliged to hasten away as fast as possible; 
whciefore, at ten, A. M. we travelled N". along the foot 
of Kabas Mountains, over sadd and rocks, tdl near ffiiir, 
P. M. when we came to a romantic comer, ^ where we 
found Pella, the Naraacqua missionary statfon, andxWilU 
much pleasure met the brethren. In the evening we had 
a meeting to return thanks to God for our preset vation on 
our journey. Thermometer at aaop 80 s at three, m ti*e 
waggon, while descending the long md hill to Pciia, US. 
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CHAP XXXIL 
» NAMACQU-VLAND. 

Oicurrenfes at Pella — Exeat sioih—Smgulat Dnease among 

Slufp. 

Sbpt, Uth. 

rMPi*oYEi» the greater pa>‘t of the Hay in colicctint< 
luloimatioii reapecting the Daniara, and olhei iiitiuus 
hijoud CiK At, or Noitli Nauiucqealand llio Xainac- 
qu !■> who w<,iP collutcd to give the infoinial on \\(ie 
Mirpiivid and amused by many ot the qiustioiii asUid, 
being unable to conceive why I wished to Know such 
tAsings about a people I bad< nevci sicn. 'lo ohstrve 
then siguitfeant smite while answenng some of iii} qufs< 
tions was y$ry eRterUnning. Thermomctci at suii use, 
SO At noon, 88. 

The Nainnequtu live in low circular huts, like the 
Corannas, composed of branches df tiees btnt, and stm k 
into the grbund aib<)^b ends, with mats niacleot nishi s 
thiown over them. They d liter f»om the ( onnins iit 
this, that in the inside they di" about a loot, or a loot 
and a lialf into the ground, which they iu in to pioltc t 
tlieni, tliey say, from the wind, A iiioit bairen lool mg 
spot can haidly be conceived then Pella, all aiouiid bi ng 
vvhiu sand, mtcispeised with'ahw bushes, two suits 
ol wh<ch space, the N. and H. aic bounded by high, 
rugged, black mountains. 

Wq visit^ their gardens in the afternoon, the sight of 
tt, a gioom on eveiy countenance. It was the 
month m tbeir spring, many seeds had been 
!jbnt most had p*riabed,tn consequence of the silt- 
me Vitir w|iich the-'groupd was impregnated, as soon 
JiRS they'll^ raised ' their beads ‘above ground — others 
, seemed stiugglmg t6 live. I do not recollect observing 
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a single ‘^mile in any conntenance* while viewing the 
gaitlen- The water is the only temptation they lo 
remain at Pella. Tliri hanU^ of^ the Gieat Rivei, which 
aie only about four miles distant, arc so covered wijli 
iO( ks that they cannot li\e on it. 

1 Jtl). Till imometer al noon, St. We bad still nniiN 
teriupted sun-slmie, but though cheering to look up- 
wniul, It was gloomy to look downward, for evt*iy thing 
Ind a sickly, dying aspect. At dinner a wliiilwind came, 
whidi filled the house lull of dust, and oblmed us to 
spread a t loth over what uas on the table till it subsided, 

I was greatly pleasrfl with an exercise which Mi. llelia 
had ^idth the young pttople in the morning, via lenlinsr 
some veises out of the Bible, and explaining rhi in m a 
simple way liy quest ion and answer. As most of ihe 
people luuhistand only the Namacqua language, the 
inissionarus aic obliged to, address them through intt^. 
pietcMS, of whom they have two, who appear well qua- 
lified foi the ollice — they speak with readiuet»s and ap- 
paicnt intcicst. 

loth. Ill the morning we took a ride through the 
kloof, or dtfile to the preaj: River. In oiu way ran a 
])iook of brackish or salt water, which disappeaied among 
sand and appealed again about eight times. We had 
been only a few minutes at the river when Mr. Read 
caught a large fi&h among the siones, which directid the 
attention of all to the obtaining moic, and they o&taimd * 
neai two dozen of various kinds in ihe course of an hour. 
Porliaps this little circumistance may increase the romlort 
of the settlers at Pella, who were not aware tliat fish 
could be so easily obtained. The people aie not fond of 
fijsh, yet to save their sheep, *they may bejnduced to 
catch a few now and then, w^hicli may lu iimejiroducc a 
fondness for that kind of food. 

"J'lie river was boundeil by extremely barren and high 
mountains on each side, whi^h barely allowed room to 
flow. Those on the nOith iide are almost black, with 
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bardiy a blade of grass, only a solitary koker tree here 
and there : tliose on the south side are composed, some 
of led, others of brown stone, vrhich ap|>eared as if the 
SU1 face had been in a fufnace, with the ashes strewed 
over tlum. The heat which they endure must be great, 
fur their aspect tsdiiectly facing the sun. The lively 
green of tlie trees which line the river on both sides, 
foinis a striking contrast With the melancholy, death-likte 
appearance of these mountains. The stiucture of the 
mountains is their only -beauty, which is so diversified 
and stupendous as to compel one to view them with won- 
der, though I believe they have had but few admirers 
since their creation. We rode aleug the south bank of 
the river above five or'six miles down, when we turned 
up, by a narrow cut, through the mountains, about two 
miles of which resembled a giant’s stair-case-~we ascended 
on horseback, step after step.* which was very trouble- 
some to our horses, as some of the steps were about two 
fec-t high, and many of the broad Hint rocks over which 
they had to go, wore smooth and slippery. ’I'he sun 
was nearly down before we reached the summit of this 
narrow pass, W'hich in mos^plac/is was only a few yards 
wide ; though the sides were many hundred feet in per- 
pendicular height. Some parts of the country at the 
summit were so thickly strewed with saltpetie, that it 
'appeared as if covered with snow. By digging in the 
*sand at one place we found water to allay our thirst. 
Then we rode for tvi^ hours at a quick rate before we 
came in sight of the lights of Pella, where we arrived 
about eight o’clock. We took this circuitous way home, 
to examinee, fountain which Mr. Albricht wished us to 
see; but opr guide forgot to point it out to us when we 
were passyig near it, and as night watf coming on before 
we discovered the error, we could not return to' seareli 
for iu- 

We foilnd it would be nq easy matter to get away from 
Fdlla before tb« rainy season in January, as a wide de- 
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sert lies between it and tUe colony. The missionaries 
were acquainted with three ways. In the cast way, there 
is no water for three long days* journey— in the middle 
way, no water for three days’^oiirney, and at that season 
even the fountain or pool would be dry— the west way is 
down the Great River for several days* journey, most of 
the road being stony and rocky, and much exposed ‘to 
wild Rushmen; after leaving the riVer there arc two long 
days’ journey across the desert to Kamls Mountain with<^ 
out water. ' The missionaries advised we should remain 
till January when thf rains are expected. The middle 
road being impassable, and the river road being double 
the distance, and so focky as to endanger our waggons, 
we were resolved to try the eastern road. 

I6th. Thermometer at noon, 84. A very destructive 
disease lately prevailed among the sheep in the Namac» 
qua country, which has •reduced several persons from A 
state of affluence to poverty. In the night time. When 
the sheep are asleep in the kraal, all at once they w'ill 
start up as in a fright, in consequence of which many of 
them are found with broken legs in the morning. One 
man lately lost three hiindsed sheep in this way. 

When a family kill a’ sheep, they can only obtain a 
sliare'of it, as the neighbours who all know what liq^ 
been done, repair to the bouse, and the whole is eaten 
up before they leave it. Thil seems, from CQ|tom, to 
be a kind of law among them, which it would be diffi' 
cult for a family to set 'Aside. Tdey come at different 
times of the day tp the door of the missionaries, and 
when they salute them with Good mormngf it is the 
same as telling them they have eat nothing thaft day. 

17th. Thermometer at sun^ rise 48. At noon, 85.' 
We had a meeting with the missionaries, which lasted 
the wftole day, conversing on the concerns of the mis> 
sion. 'Fhe missionaries appeared to be worthy ment 
and from the eAtrenae barrenness of the soil ; the uni* 
vernal sand with wUieh the country * is levered ; its 
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nstkedness, togeth<'r with the great heat, they have to 
endure gieater hardshipathan any of the other brethren 
iu South Africa. They were veiy awxioua that ncwsipa- 
pen' might be sent them fiom England, that they might 
know what was transacting on the great theatre of the 
world. They agrbed that their settlement should be 
nanied Pelta, as it had been a refuge to (hem from the 
ravages of Africaner,* as ancient Pella hail been to the 
Jewish Christians when Jerusal<'m was invaded by the 
Romans. • 

18th. Thermometer at sun-rise,, fiO. At noon, 83. 
Met with the missionaries the whole day considcung the 
affairs of the mission. * 

Observing two families removing their huts only to 
about fifty yards distance, I enquired the reason, and 
found they had been overrun with fleas, and their remov- 
ing was in order to escape frofn them. It is piobable 
the fleas of the old huts would disperse among the sur- 
rounding habitations. 

10th. Mf. Albiicht preached in the morning; after 
which the church commemorated the death of Christ — 
Mr. Read preached in the afternoon and I in the evening 
— about two bundled pfirsons were present at the dider- 
Ant meetings. * 

20th. Held a meeting with all the males belonging to 
the settlfment. * The two captains, viz. Owib the father, 
and his son Rundelzwart with their people, who fled 
with the roissi^aries t'Ota Warip Bath in Gieat or Nortb*' 
Namacqualand, are resolved to return. Flcurmuis (or 
Bat) another >famacqua chief also designs to return as 
sponas he'candodi fountain sufficient for bts people. 
The Bastard Namacquas likewise appear tirrd of this 
barren placu, and propose moving higher up the^ river, 
'•’he ^ (duct of the missionaries will depend upon these 
r^^j^iona^ being carried into effect— but it is desirable 
tlm Pella, or Bysoiidermaidf be a missionary station to 
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connect the missions in Great Namaequaland with the 
coloiry. All who wish to remove are anxious that a 
niL^sioiiciry should accompany them, without which I 
hardly flunk any ol them will femovc. * 

T t€ only objection of impoitance to their sepaiatin^ 
1^, fiiat It divides their strength, and\‘oiisequetitIy is 
lilu ly to induce the pliindeimg Afncancr to attack tliein. 

in iiiiometer at noon, bO : at 4, pi. The day generally 
n »aset> m warmth till four o’clock, after whieh it 
q HI tidy becomes cooler. 

ll es are vi ly riimerous and very troublesome all 
in yd\ dlny have a stiange method of obtaining 
ll » Dojtuy lelud fiom tlieiii They rub milk over tbeir 
‘■Incp, and phuing them before the door, diive out the 
tins, wliu h uisfanfly light upon the sheep wlu/se backs 
'Ui w'et u ith milk, w !u n they are driven to a distance. 

21st, I he people again assembled, when they agreecf 
to establish among them the same laws which have bc^eit 
adopted in Gnqualand ; they chose persons who weie 
to act as judges in ron|uuttion wuth the captains, and 
fiKid upoii the limits of the land which they occupy, 
where the law'^ arc to ^c eTifofced. Encouraged the 
i>cople to begin some trade with the Corannas, Gioat 
Naiiiacqa-is, JXimaras, A,c. 

Thermometci at noon, 82. RIany clouds were seen 
this day at the bottom of the horizon towards the S,W. 
which occurred seveial times before, |)ut they never ap- 
pioached nearer. It was negr the close of the rainy sea- 
son at about seventy mdes distance in that direction, yet 
there was constant sun-shine at Pella, without a minute 
of interruption, and no rain was expected before Decern- 
bei or Januaiy. * 

I wrote^a conciliatory letter to Africaner, to bring 
him, if possible, to consent to live jn peace with the mis- 
sionary settlements. I made up a present to accompany 
the letter, which two Bushmen Engaged toepnvey to hiiti. 
The missionaries s^iy that the Namacquas are natuially 
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a timid poop o For a long time after they had fled arioss 
the fjlioat lliTor, fmm adread of Africanor, the lea'-t lin- 
ing ot dust 01 sand excited gieat cunstcmation ; they 
wtie buic it was A tiioanrt* coming again*)! them. Few 
ot them are tall, and generally they are of a slcndei make. 

The iiihahitantf oi Pella living entiiely on then cattle, 
and having no trades and few wants, seem to spend most 
of their tune in little groupcs ronversmg together, with 
the exception of those who i.ndei stand and love the gos- 
pel, their conveisation must he exti. mcly frivolous. T he 
only ocoCiricnco I observed, was/he deparluie of th<ir 
rattle in the morning, and their letiirn in the evening 
They are a very honest pi ople, so that I was informi d 
that stealing is a crime little known among them. 'Plie 
water they use is a little brackish and of an apciicntQua- 
lity. 

I observed on a prickly bush a bcaiiliful insert, about 
half an inch long, covered with scarlet, with yellow spot*' 
heie and there. Though it had wings it seemed not 
more inclined to usi? them than a tame duik. Wliac 
cfiiefly drew my attention to it. was its niannri of de- 
scending the bush when cfistuimd ; it diew in its wings 
and its body, till it became as round as a pea, and lollul 
Iroin leaf to leal till it was lost in the grass. I’his the 
same rreaturf did scvfral times when 1 attempted to 
toucfi it. 

The missionanrj meet witjj the pc ople tw ice eveiy day 
lor instruct on, and thiee tinw’s on the Lord’s day. The 
number of me '• I » ongmg to the settlement is one hun- 
dred and sevcnty-lonr, women two hundred and ihiee, 
young men twenty-two, young women foity si\, chil- 
dren one hundred and nin«*ty-oue. The church consists 
of nineteen members, and the school contain^ one bun- 
^ dred and fifty. Mrs. F.biiei and Mrs. Helm taught 
twenty-five girls needle-work. 
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Jtuoutit of Great Namacgua CoiinUy* 

I HAD a meeting with two Git it Naniacqua chiefs and 
^eveial others, from whom I denvcd the ioilowing in- 
foMnation respecting that country. 

It lies and S between the (jreat River and the 
Diniaia countiy, which is about twenty-five da^s* joui- 
iu> in an ok waggon, oi neaily live bundled nniks, not 
iiiKril latitude, but in*tiavtlhng. It lies chiefly along 
tilt siacoasi, oi Kthiopic Ocean^ and does not extend 
up, OI (a t, honi it above ten dti}s* |oujncy. It is, in 
v^iJuiiJ, hill^ and stony The inhabrilants have a woid 
11 then language to expiess a supreme being, viz. Suiquap^ 
n woinuUd kiKt, but they know nothing of him; nor 
lo tluy know that they have souls, but suppose they 
die as the be ists do. Winn Inert jsan cdipst of the sun 
01 moon, tluv ait niui h alarmed, toi they expect great 
sifkness w II succeed. Vfhei^ceitain stars appear in the 
lieav ns, tiny e\pctt ccitain roots' which they eat will 
tlien be ripe, and digfoi them accordingly. When they ' 
'5CC the planet Jupitei, whitli they call Koumhoop^ they 
''ly, now IS the Iruilful season . !hc name signihesyayTz^s 
hose^ or lamb time Three stars in a low (or Orion’s 
belt) which the JJutch call the three kings, they call 
Koofeekoo, or wild hoiscs * *1 he sun they call 6W^6,- 
and the moon, Kaap All the stais tog( ther they call 
Kimeroo, When they ob^^erve ,aiiy Jdminous ’appeai- 
ance, resembling the Auroia Borealis, they cOnsidirit 
as an unlucky sign They know no moie of tlte world 
than whai^ is lound about them. They dance to music 
fioni flutes made of reedb and the loot of the,cameU 
thorn tiee, and use^runis i>iad& ot skins. They manu- 
facture wooden vessels fof hohiing milk, an^ bowls, assa<« 
gays, rings, axes ot iron, and knives ; they^drjss hides, 
and dig wcUs/&e, 

X % 
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They .ihound in horned cattle, goats and filieep , l ik- 
ing can of which iS the only woik asbigned to ilu ii chil- 
dren. 7 he women make mats ot lushts for covtimj; 
thVir huts, miliv the cowsf build the huts, and di^ loo - 
lor food When they many, tin husband cani 

to the parents of the Icmak, «ind also ^Iiughters some 
tor a feast. The sports ot (hildren aie, ndiinr on ‘-lue p, 
bhooting or throwing anows at i n h othci, and licqucut- 
ly combats witbsm HbtoiK^. 7 wo p iities^ofu n llav^ 
a set fight, they whoconquei stv< v.n tin cows ol tlnir 
opponents and drink Iheu iudk,% iftti v\liicli Uuj u 
tuin them. ^ 

Parents appeal to have m iDietion (oi tin ii rlnlbu , 
and seldom beat them, even when ihtj de me it hut 
the (hildieii, when they grow up, ntten bed tinn pi 
rents. Should any of them h ippcn to bn d< \ limb, tluy 
tie splinters of wood louiul it, like a boot, which i^ 
woiii until the limb be healed I In y m ^^(niiallv kind 
to the sick, and rub over with fat lIioh puls wIkil. tin 
patient feels most piifi fluyau aliaid d tin appioach 
of death, but none could iriloim me of tin taiisc of tluir 
fcai. Some of tliein ticaflheii aged iiid inliini friends 
Mtth kindness , but oLlnis, wlun tluy an about to ic- 
move from one put of thecountiv to mother, make \ 
bmall mclosuie with j^uslics, in wimh tluy put tluu 
agedVathci oi mother who cannot walk, ainl leave with 
thepi some food #iud \\atei« perhaps a sluep, which 
IS intended to he tl ii last fool, aftei which they lea^t 
them to die some, fiom povdty, <an leave them no- 
thing. 77ii3 bury their dead in a lound hole, 

lluy exeiuse somethinc like witiluiaft, foi whin a 
person ’s iii gre t pain, tiny liequciitly pcitoim some 
motions over the pi ice where the pain is; soniej^^mes tluy 
let a small piece of wood diop upon it from their nose, 
which they assert came out ot the sitk person’s flesh. 
Atothei tinifs they kill%iD anjmal,^nd make a plaster 
^ of its fat, which they lay ovei the place, accompanied 
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with manj motions of a singuhr kind They Iikewi««e 
1rfc]»iciiHv make an incisioi into the part vvheic the pam 
I hey au gioatly nhaid ot the meteor vvhich^is 
till* iilv (tiled a Ailing ^tdi, for thiy consider it a 
tint sukness is (oming upon thejr (attic, and to 
ane it they will immediately dii\cthem to ^omc othei 
jiiits ot the country, lluy call oat to the stai how 
\i uiv ( ittle they Into, uul begot it not toHnd sickness. 

I is \(iy iiif ioi i \aniac(|na to h m his own country, 
\ non ilempMiiv \ it to i )lh i. 

J 1 j< ' p(»iHi it on li is hern iMluccd by the wars of foi- 
iin I tinis, and t>v IsoiU i long themselves. Their 
II unidlv o»i I nic in disputes >bout rattle, in 
lOiiM (( d II hut cialth, 'ind luqiicntlv in ope 
ihe ^ } * o ir, \\ noiity to motlKr, which rotis- 

oii Hji pi I I I tU pirty insultid, thiy fly &o 

nnis'iiiui^ i cuinn w‘u< tube is btrongesi Their 
’)}(.<! in w'rjstoiob f ich olh i of 1 heir rattle, and this 
*\tsnsc tot'it riJi^htinj: ot (onse, tlicii butlth are 
•wus in tin ot tluii r ittle kr*d, T lity tak** 

jUisornis iDmru’i »fbp,«4iK of whom it thr com li»- 
u I ot thi w 11 in I otluns libti itid Sunn ot 

lufrRii \ i ij ( 1 * \( li »\ llt<} is tar u Tipr-town^ 

iiiv( w( il ut' P whit t’uv '•iw lb n but none hive 
ratten pUd to inn* ifi ni\ tlfmg wb i li'tbey sijv. In 
they liav^ no unbu*oii ^oibtUr ii any tlmi^ from the 
nianiieis and cn&toins ot Aieii foufatlHis 

Then puiuipal uutlioU rd killm time i**, by a 
ivhoU kiaal or town tuinin^ out an J I )imH] iln nisclvc** 
into a (iirle, sinoumling the giound vlui^ tlit g imi is 
supposi il to bi, tlicn^contr Ktin ^ tlu cncit tilU the game 
IS brought within a small comp i-'S when they attack and 
kdl thenV w itli their as^ig lys oi spt ii ' 
Old age IS very common among them, and ^ou will 
frequently meet persons ^o iniiim by age, that they are 
incapable ot moving. • The eldest son* in the family 
nhents all his father’s pioperty . if any other brothu 

9 • 
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obtains any thing, it must be by dint of fighting. What 
is a very unfeel-ng custom is, that the poor widow ge ts 
nothing. Their only liquor, as among the Bushmen, is 
made from honey. 

When their sons are declared to be men, they erect a 
shed, kill an animal, and tie its fat on his head and round 
his neck, which according to custom* he. must wear it 
till it gradually rots and falls ofl‘. They likewise cut several 
strokes on bis breast with a shaip instrunient. Tliey 
also collect all the milk belonging to the kraal, with 
which they make a feast in honour &f the occasion ; al ter 
which he remains eight days innJer the sIumI, when they 
have a dance. The entrails of the animal which wa? 
killed at the commencement of the ceremony, being dried 
and poutuled into a powder, are now mixed with water 
with which he is rubbed all i>yer, and he is then declared 
to be a man in the presence of the whole kraal. During 
the ceremony he is allowed only to drink cow’s milk; 
should he taste any other food, all that is past of the ce- 
remony must be repeated. He who does not submit to this 
ceremony eats only with womery, and is despised. When 
a man, for the first time, kills an elephant, sea-cow, oi 
rhinoceros, particular honour is attached to him, which 
is expressed by insignia similar to those in Europe, only 
made^of ditlWent materials. They compose rings of 
the entrails of the slain animal, which they put on his 
arm, and these he constantly wears. 


Names of the different tribes^ and their chiefs^ in Cteut 
* Namqcqua country, 

VaiBEs. * cnicFs. 

Kaminuqitaas Karrimeoss, 

Karakakoois Kackap : these live on tlic 

„ coast, 

Okaig, or Mountain Tnhe, Kandeteuir : these live ^ on 
* ' . the Karis Mountain. 

JVautnakasH ^ . Kaeraump, near the Fish 

* Riyer. ' 



Bn 


s t PT 1 PAM IRA COUNTRY 

» # 

[Name qf tube unknown] • Sau^amap, near the same 

Kaup9 a numerous tube . . Saumapt more to the north, 
huikavpf ditto ...... Kunamap taither to the 

• north. # 

Kootms<t^ [Chitf unknov^n] 

kookaus, llankaumhy to £. qr up from 

coast. 
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Auount of Damara Country. 

‘PiiL Damaia couhtr)r hes along the VV. coast oi 
Afiita, immediately N. of the Great Xamacqua conntrv, 
about Lwcnty./ive days* journey beyond thf inoulli ot 
Groat River, The piopk are duided into two classes^ 
Mit iich and the poor The latUi live m the vicinitj/^ol 
Mr oceui, and ficqueiitly engage as srivants to the Na- 
inacquas. The nclies ot the other consist in cattle. 
1 hfy work a little in non and biras, making assagays. 
Knives, and nnsrs. Then is a copper mine in Damara, 
fioin which tiny inamilaclrtreungsfor the car^, anus, and 
hers, Willi wliK li they idiiy on a\jadc with then neigh- 
oouis 'llicy also manufacture iron vessels. Tlicw 
iiouses lesemblc those ot the Hottentots, shaped like 
hikci’s ovMi''. *1 In pooici soil covci tliem*«eltjP8 with 
glass and tow duns,- the inhti aio clothed with cow 
skins. They are as bhcjc as the natives of Mosambique 
on the eastern coast, and like them have laigc Jips, and 
Mien language is similar. 

Five inb(^ compose the Dainara nhtion, 1st. Kiuwip, 
on the sea coast.— ^2d. N of them is Komass, — dd. 
Houdt^ni- 1th. Soudaniina, lo the eastwaid— 6tb, Koop. 

1 he poor Damaras aie called Gauw, and the rich Goo- 
macha. The Damaras are a numerous people^ in the es- 
timation ot the Namacquas. • 

Their chief amusement >s dancing to mWe from a reeil. 
They beat |iIso on an instrument made of skm, resein« 
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hlin^ a drum. On such occasions they have their oxen 
collected, and dance before them, as the propeity thty 
chiefly delight in. They instinct their children bow to 
kiliSions, apd to make trotighs oi wooa tor their cattle 
to dunk out of. 

Marriage can hardly be said to exist among thtin. 
They take a woman and keep her till they are tired, oi 
quarrel, or see anotiier they bke bKter. CTicumcision 
obtains among them. They also, ske the XanKuqiias, 
are terrifled at the approach of death, Oi’t I could not 
learn the cause of their fear. They aie kind to tin ir 
friends in war, for if any of them be wounded, tlit} 
carry tliem oil the field. 

On tilt death of a rich man, they cover his ^lavcwitli 
the horns and honts of the cattle he IkkI killed \\ hen alive, 
as a proof, from thcirnumber, *hat lie was ritli. It is 
wo*nderful that inevciy country nehes attach inoKMsnpoi- 
tanco to the poss€ssor than icdl woitli or extclUmc, 
which pioves the universal degeneiacy of t.i^^te ind \ais- 
dom. Riches rover a multitude ol iniperfettions. While 
the worthy poor man is forgotten in a day, thp unwoitliy 
rich IS Kincmbeiod long, Sucffi disliru tioiis aie un 
known btyond the grave, I'heie, chaiactei depends op 
"genuine woith. 

The Dainaia‘1 are often ^at with the Namacquas 
These ^wars aie generally la t oii-'eqii''ncc ot their 
stealing wt/ nen fioiu ^ac h other^ 1 1 t'u si , their endt a- 
voiiis are dne<te<ltotl obtanyng eat li others cattle. 
The pnsoneis taken by the Dainaias arc not put to death, 
but are made cithei s( rvaiits or inteipreters. 

If stiangeis visit Iheiw pratcably, they are kindly 
treated. T)Mky have gardens surioundcd by hedges, m 
wbi^ tjhey raise calabashes, pumpkins, &c. Tl\e men 
wear no clothing except a small apron before, and the 
women a piece of skin wrapped around their middle. 
The country has^ few hills, fbw trees, hardly any bushes 
but much grass, though the soil is chiefly sandy. I could 
only bear ol jtwo rivers, the Noeyopand ihc Nossop. 
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CHAP. XXXV. 

Nations bei/ond Damat t. 

Of these very little is known by the Namacqna^^. 
There is a nation on the sea-c )asl rallcfj Kabbe, w^lio are 
black, ami their hair like that of the Hottentots, grows 
ill little woolly tufts. I'u m tluae people the 00^1, in 
the da}s of the slavT Irede, fieqiiently biought slaves. 
They manufacture M-voral articles fioin non \^hich they 
sell to the J)amaia‘ 5 . Tluro is also a nation called 
Naviss, which is reported to be a numerous and powerful 
people. They live nufro to the eastward, or lughci in 
the intciior than thoKahhe. 

The little mfonuation whu li I K-ould obtain Cdneerinng 
thenniions beyond llif Gieal Uiveionthe Wislein slioie«i 
of Africa, convincal me ttut it would be Inghly gialiiy^iig 
to the society, and hkovMse to the public at large, to 
cause' these countries to he <"\phucd, because it is proba- 
ble a most extensive field would thereby be laid open for 
the exeitiop of c liiistuui hem volence. My ft llow-tiavel- 
ler Mi. Hoad, and the *^rethien at Pella, entertaincil the 
'•ame s^uitimentv Accoidaigly it was proposed to Mr. 
Schiiieleii, an ac ti\o jaalous missionary, that when the 
rainy season cocnincnccd, which usually is in January, he 
Should fust exploie the moutli* of the Gieat Rjvei, to 
see if there bo any spot suited lor a missionajy station, 
and if there be any safe 'bai hour of anchorage fo** ships, 
by which goods Iroin Cape-town might be bioiiglit by 
whaling vessels to the mis&tonary settlements on the 
Great Rivei, which w^ould be agreal^saving of expense 
to the Society, and of toil and peril to the missionaries. 

It was pioposed that he should then IraveU along the 
shores of Gieat Niimacqualand, searchuig for inlets, 
harbours, rivers, fountains, and k.nci capable of im« 
provement — that he should asceitaiii the number of 
inhabitants, their maiFners and customs, •whether willing 
to receive instruction among them, and various other 
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circumstances which were stated to him — then, if he 
found it practicable, that he should proceed along the 
Dainara coast, making the same enquiiies, without at- 
tempting to proceed farthef in a northerly direction, but 
that he should obtain all possible nifonnatioti conceniiug 
the nations beyond the Damaras.'^ 

BUSHMEN. 

It is difficult to ascertain, with any precision, what 
may be called the Bushmen's country; the people live 
ill so scattered a manner, and so frequently take up a 
temporary residence in various paVts^ of South Africa. 
The greatest mmiber of them spem to reside upon the 
four rivers which may be termed the four sources of the 
(Tieat River, viz. the Malalareen, Yellow, Alexander, 
and Cradock rivers, vhich he towards tlie eastern coast 
oft Africa. Cafl’iaria, and tlje countries of the Tam- 
bookies and Mainbookies aie between them and the 
Indian Ocean. Some of them wander about the sides 
of the Oreat River from the junction of the four rivei’* 
which compose it down to the veiy mouth. The tribe 
of Bushmen who live towards thp mouth of the Great 
River are called Navii dkaa. The name Bushmen pei- 
haps originated from two causes: 1st. From their coun- 
try, which lies between the Great River on the north, 
and Sneubeig, &c. in the*colony on the south, and 
bounded by Cafi’iana, on the east, being almost destitute 
of trees, but much «f it being covered with bushes r 
2d. From their method of assault, as they never attack 
man or beast openly but from behind buslus. 

I undei&^and that* some of them have a confused idea 
of a Great and actions which they consider it im- 

possible fo|‘ man to eifect they ascribe to that Being, but 
they have no knowledge that they are possessed of* souls 
any more than boasts; of course they have no knowledge 
of a futur4 state of existence. The inhabitants of the 

* Tnlelligence Hits just been received of Mr. Schmelen’s re- 
turn after a journey ut’ live luoiiths in these countiies, some ac- 
count of which vhli be inserted in the Appendix. ^ 
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middle regionsof Afi ica.such as those nations on the coast 
of Guinea, and in the interior from it, have some confused 
idea of an existence after death, foi many of them who 
havt been dragged from tholr native climes to slav^iry in 
oui Wtsi India Islands have derived comfort in their 
doleful condition, fiom the forlorn hope, that when they 
die, they shall retuin to then osvn country but tbis^ 
superioi knowledge may aiise fiom two causes, their be- 
ing much nearei to Judea the fountain ot all sound know- 
ledge of God: andiikeuise to Aiabia, the origmal seat 
of Mahometanism^, and especially from Mahometan 
Moois ficquently tyavcising these regions. But those 
paitsof South Attica which are inhabited by Hottentots, 
Caffres, Bushmen, Coiamias, Bootchnanns, ^yarnaquis, 
andDamaias, have been tar more ijistant fiom these soui- 
tesof intormation, and pei haps in some paits so sc^aiv 
ted by trackless and waterk'^s dtserts, that few persons 
possessing any valuable intormation have been able to 
cross them, (onsequtnlly it is not \%onderfuI to find 
the^e nations who live at the southcrmo&t paitsof the 
eaith, which ucre iiiacf^essible betore the days of ex- 
tended navigation, bo'ignoiaiit of revealul tiuth. But 
the God ot heaven, who is rich in mercy, dias in these 
last davs led men to find out methods foi circumnaVi- 
gating the globe, and cariyii\ghis treasores of tiuth into 
every land. 

The Bushmen are said to be kind totheirownofispimg, 
though there are frequent instances of women who have 
had ciiildieii murdering them, it the father refij<»ed to 
pi ovule foi tlum. • • 

The chief amusements of \heii children, are shooting 
ai row sat insects and beasts, and throwing assagays. Their 
oiiiy ‘employment is to letch water for the family. The 
parents only teach then children how to act in war, and 
counsel them to be fiithful to each other.* They very 
bi I lorn chastise they cbilSieu, but wjien they do, even 
\ f least of them Will resist by throwing stones at their 
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They make nothing but bows, arrows, and pots of 
clay. They generally carry their water in ostrich egg 
sliells. anil the shell of the laud tortoise; they likewi'je 
use t^ie latt^'r as a di^h, out of which they eat. 

They use no forija in their marriages. A young man 
toiirts the object of his affection — tcazes her in the night 
time to take him to be hci husband, and will sometimes 
pull her out of the hut wliil'" asleep, and teaze her till 
be obtains her consent. He need iit»t ask the consent ol 
her parents, or even tell them, but on tnaiuage he makes 
a feast for them, when he gives them'a present of a bow 
and anows, or an assagay, or a skin«f^ack. 

'I'lie prevailing diseases among them are fevers and 
consumptions. They use no medicines except a certain 
root, 'riiey have also ,what they term a snoring over the 
si< k^ when they preteiul to tgke animals fiom them. 
When any of them has a broke n limb, they sow a pieci 
of skin tight round it. They aie considerably atfecteil 
when any person is likely to die, and make lamentation'- 
over him, an<l continue doing so loi seveial davs. 'I'hc 
iiicnds of the deceased attenjl Ins funeral; and when 
buricil, tlicy deposit bi^ bow aim stalf into the grave, 
aiiil suiiound it with a hedge. Sometimes when a per- 
son IS sick, they w^ill send for one who is leputed a vviu h 
or \\j/aii(l, wlm danios ron/id them, and exercises some 
preteiidi'd mlhuiK'c, They believe that such a person 
has powei to inflict dsulh; indeed tiuy think that but 
foi them no person woind die. •• 

They «*on]etiines'quariel among themselves, and fight 
with then poisoned vnows, but geneialiy these quaneds 
•aic soon ovi^r, when they become good fnendh again, 
'fhe mantuT in w Inch any discover superiority of talent 
IS by speaking more fluently, making better bows Jtnd 
HI row's, and beiftg more expeit in shooting game. They 
have irequent wais with their neighbours, as well as 
among themseiv^ts. Their wars \\iih their neighboms 
arise fiom their stealing cattle from them; and those 



I I 


6EPT*^ 


BUSHMEN. • 


among themselves are about their srround, for each has a 
range wliich he calls his own> that if otheis pick roots 
used for food from it, or gather honey ou it, they are 
considered as airi>iPssorb, ^ ^ 

Their number cannot be gnat — not more than a few 
thousands Some of them begin to keep cattle, which 
thr^ never dia before- When tlic ground ks so dry that 
none of tlieir instruments can peiutrate It, so as to dig 
up loots, they sufler exceedingly. 1'lieir huts are the 
Mnallcst of any of the nations I visited, and iliiany df 
them have not eveji that accommodation, but sleep in 
dens and faveson the niountains. Their country being 
next to the colony \>f (iood Hope, some of them have 
St Ml the htibitations and other conveniences of c‘ivili/ed 


men, and like wise those of the missionary stations, but 
they lio not (onsider tlnii rondrtion as woise than the 
condition of the ci\dizc«d. When peo|>le are I.im^ to 
them, and gain their fiiendsbip, they may be confided m, 
but it they are offended, they will Uy to murder m 
icvenge for the offence. ^ 

They have no other animals than dogs, and they use 
them well. 1 uty of^^n ubtain game by means of their 
bow an*t ariovvs, and also by itiaking deep holes in the 
eaitli, into which the game falls, and gbmetimes^by 
poisoning the waters to which the animals epme to drink. 
They arc all fond of tobaceJ. Many of them Jive to a 
considerable age. They make no provisyy^^for tho 
whom they are to leav^ behind when they die. 

The Bushmen near tli^ mouth of the (ireat Rivei, on 
the birth of tluir children, rub them all over with samI, 
and, when a week old, bum off ali^llie luiir-tliat may be 
oil their heads with withereci grass, because they think 
the first hair is not good. Whether the cii'itoin be uni- 
versaf among that people I could not learn. 

The Bushmen and Nainacquns affiim, that persons 
undergoing a certain process cannot be poisoned. I'liry 
allow scorpions and •two kinds of serptnts to sting tin in 
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in many (lilTercnt parts of the body, after which they 
swallow some of their jioison, which they thnk coun- 
teraitb the cflect of the stuig. They affiim that if a 
person who has undeigonc /his prep.ii.'tion, is walking, 
and meets a serpent, if he takes the jat kal’s tail which he 
can If s, and rubs off tlie sweat from under his arms and 
throws it before the serpent, he will stop and allow him- 
self to be taken. 


CHAP. XXXVl! 

r 

Departure from Pella — Cromng a Desert — drrival ait 
fVatet — Beach Silver Fountain — Conduct of S^otpions — 
Cure of Uing — Death oj Mn. Sass» 

Si PT* 23d, 

OrR business being settled at Pella, and having ob- 
tained all the mfoimation we could respecting riie coun- 
tries heyoud them, we piepared lor our depaiture a( ross 
the desert. It was long belorer thf oxt n were yoked, as 
some of thtni, bnng ^t»ung, were unwilling to coin- 
meme a life of seivitude; one in paiticnlai made a 
strong resistance to the yoke They weic obliged to 
hold hinj, lyuig*on his sute on the giouiid, befoie he 
v’ould allow the 30 I e to touch his lucL At length all 
being ready, we went^mto Ihe meeting, and joined in 
piayer with the people that w( iniRht have a prosptious 
jourmy by the wi'I of God, after which we bade them 
farewell, and depaitctl aboiU four P.M. actompanied by 
Ml. AlbrechU and Mi. and Mis. Helm, and continued 
tiavelling u^til half past nine, when we baited without 
coming to water, owing to the bushes becoming long and 
the ground iincTen. 1 he night felt very cold after the 
powerful heSt of Pella. • 

23d. The gioufid was covered wAb white frost in the 
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morning* Thermometer at dun-nse, 40. On looking 
round I observed that though the ground aronnd was 
level, It (ay as hig \ as the tops of tb^ highest mountains 
on t»'e sule ol the Great Ri^r to the north, so that we 
had certainly been ascending the whole journey of the 
past day. We deparUd at seven A.M. and reached 
RoMiiP Fountain (Raison) at half-past rime. Travelling 
S. W. by W. Tliermonictei at noon, 78. ' 

Tlieie lb a species of seipent which, on «^ecing man oi 
beast approaching, endcavouis to get to the wiiidwaid, 
svhen it spits its poison that it may be blown into the 
ej^es of the tneiny. ^ If the least paiticle gets into the 
eyes, the person will be blind tor some days. This is the 
meuns ot defence with which Providence has furnished it. 
'I'he missionarus iem.uk, that in Naniacqua land, where 
theie IS good giound there is no watci, and where theie 
IS watei there is no good*grouud. *• 

Departed at four P. MT, after the o\en IkuI taken then 
last diaught, till they should have accomplished a three 
days journey, over a desert of vand. We weie favoured 
by a cool altciiioon. As we passed along I observed an 
insect that emitted a ^ourld resembling the Scotch bag- 

21th. At two o’clock in the morning we had to en- 
Gountei a sand lull which was a fonnidaJ>le obstruction to 
oui piogri''*', and greatly fatigued oui oxen. Ift ast end- 
ing it, the wheels nearly sunk to the axle very on? 
aided them with all his plight. Theimometi r at sun-nse 
46. Halted at seven, affter continuing fifteen houis in 
motion, without water. Wherever the eye turned there 
was nothing but the peifeetion of steiihfy* the lulls 
appcareil a brown burnt colour, and the plain was deep 
sattd, ^strewed With tufts of witheied grass.* The consi- 
deration of being so far from any cooling stieara or foun- 
tain of water, no doubt added to the glooinjness of that 
desert, to whidh there waslfio visible termination. Adam 
ifok, a captain the Gnquas, once nefarly lost his life m 
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^crossing the same desert. Two horses vvhich he rode 
died, and he would have died likewise; had not v some 
who accompanied him persevered in throwing cold sand 
on hjs breast till he readied fWater. 

While I was sitting in a retired corner under a rock, a 
little pretty solitary bird^ hopped around me, within a 
}'ard*s distance, unconscious of danger from the human 
, species. , 1 did nothing to injure our character in its esti- 
mation. Mankind must he a raiC sight to an inhabitant 
of such’^a desert, it seemed to come a. if on purpose to 
divert rny attention from the dreary {icene before me; if 
so, it effected its purpose, for the sight of it led to a train 
of thought very dill'erent. ^ 

Departed from the range of rocks where we liad halt- 
ed to rest ourselves and oxen, at noon, when the thermo- 
meter was 7(i. We had been Iravolling in deep sand all 
day.tL The lowing of theoxen*and the howling of the 
dogs for w^atcr, w ere painful to hear, and it wasMUore 
painful to reflect how much more fatigued and thirsty 
they must be before anyj’elief could be obtained. The 
Hottentots in such a case say, “ Shut )^our eyes and ears, 
and press forward till you get^ou^of such a country as 
this:” that is, do not frobi pity to the oxen lialt, for that 
would only ihcrease their misery, by detaining them 
longer from water. The sand with which the country is 
covered ^ red. * * 

^ we passed some Bushmen who were 

sitting round a fire atl^he foot ot^ a hill. A Namacqua, 
whom Mr. Albrecht had senV lorward with his horse 
and oxen, he found loitering with the Bushmen instead 
of hastening forwarif to wjater, to save the life of his 
horse, which* could not endure thirst so long as an ox. 
This lazy im^n said that he could not go farther tiJiUhe 
hail had.jk sleep ; so we left him, but drove on the oxen 
and At midnight the cold was piercing and the 

sanJ^ deep, especially while travelling over heights. 
Travelled S. W. W. 

^v^th. A little before sun-rise our loose oxem instantly 
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^ * ! 
i»et oi|4t full towards a corner atnon^iUs* Th^ 

had 4i^ette4;)Smart but thoagb there cajrtamly was water 
in theeRrperto vihich they ha^a 9 te&ed,-<yet ^leK was 
none atKwe di&aifpii^teci. Tbey 

stood snuffing m the air in hvery ditectk>| |j^ lfee sflhce 
of a minute, after^whicb thi^y ai|aia aet ojKtl^ speed m 
another dtreclion, aifd weie not disappointed^ foe«tfaey 
came to wnat is laUed Quick Foithtain, wbn h con^stsof 
livu po< la of water. They all rushed into the pools, and* 
the sheep and dogs, who reached the water neatly at 
the same time, pushe^ under the beUws of the o»n,^^|8d 
dll drank together, at least as mapy pa the poofs Cotnd 
hold. Such as could %ol gam admission ran wj^h sio* 
lenee against those Who were standing an the water, by 
winch they obtained as much room Pa permitted their 
mouths to icach it. Several went* away twic^ as if 
satisfied, but soon returned to drink mote. It was cac- 
ti emely difficult to detain the oxen tliat were yoked m 
t he w aggons till their yokes were Uken od. Aa they got 
iiee, cvfiy oup I an towards the v^atei, without waiting 
fui Ills hllow. None of them bpd tasted water for 
tiiirty-cight hoiiis, pel imps* some of them for Several 
hours longer, and had dragged weggons through deep 
sand for about ninety miles. It was retna/lBible, thaf^ 
not one ox perished jn the desert, for which we met to 
give thanks to Him to whom i# was due. * t^pick^foun- 
tain ptoceeds from the bottom of a mountain jj ppip f» »fltU«i 
of one solid rock. Traveled S. W. by W. 

We intended to have Idfi^ Quick Fountain, in conse- 
quence of the great scarcity of grass, at noon; but the 
• oxen bad stiayed in search of grass, and could not be 
found' Bushmen being m the ueighbourhoodg^ we were 
anxious lespectitig their safety. 1 was amused Vy seeing 
the iTottmitots shoeing an ox, that ivalked lame in conse- 
quence of his hoofh bling iiyured by the sharp stooeth 
He lay, with his le^ tied together, on the grpafld, while 
they fastened shoes pf skm over the hoofhf 
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f i^b. I was glsd to bMr« iipotodwM^ swaki^jl' in 
t|)« QiQrutng. tb^t during fugbt bM be«B 

found; but they uid me must leave Quick F<|i|i»l4iu 
dir^tly, M tjbs oxen cuuld' get notbihg to nut. We 
accordiDj^y^^ all to readiness by eight, aqd deitarted. 
Thermommli^ at,suq*ri8a 44: noon ^ Our approach 
to the Ocean was both fe^t and seen) felt by tbe,edol* 
ness, and seen by the heavens being covered with clouds, 
a sight we bad not beheld fpr several months. We tra- 
velled-westward among low hills t.H we came to giasa, 
at three, P. M. wltere we halted, and attended to worship 
w^ile onr oxen were l^mg. * 

On the driven oxen coming up, we found they had 
,beea obliged to' leave one ox behind, being unable to 
walk larther. On numbering all our cattle, we found 
two others, were ntiesing, 'when we dispatobed three 
Hptteotota, and a Bushman .who had accompanied us 
from Ori(|aa town, in quest of them : the former taking 
their gpinsa and the latter his bow and arrows, and some 
provisions for thpir support. 

There being no water, we were obliged to depart at six, 
F. M. and push forvsih'd on qur journey to the westward, 
among low rocky bills, till half past ten at, night, when , 
we arrived at Silver Fountain, the residence of old Cor-*, 
nelius Kok, and our misstonary friends, Mr. tod Mvai' 
Sass, rc^ceived us with much pleasure. 

The mornmg light discovered to ua where we 
were. It was a valley of several miles in circumference, 
surrounded by barren rocky. moustakis, having three or 
four openings between them m gating oat of the valley 
in diifereiitdicrctiona. The gran iMiug eaten up in Um 
valley, and its roots invisible^ noth^ but hard earth ap* 
peared, virbicb gave to the vb<de scene a most naked, 
gkwtny appemnnce: but on the return of the raius.'when 
tygHfrass springs ym’ the appearanUo must he greatly iss- 
p^ed. Atl,Urieli^4iiitf c4i«r«d wUbinata ef rushes, the 



, NAMTlCXiUALAm S25 , 

a# the (f^HlSfiry lElo%ntot oni^ those bfr. 

to (^ofAeiius Kok sa<t i^s sith 
80 tihic a potion cdfi walk ab^ ta the^, , 
lo the aftetOoOn t vilitotf, With BlfY^l^l^cht^the 
gmtve of h^decOaiM 4rife, fofnlerlfy Mf^WWttao, v^bo, 
aftera fatigttingi^tmtey of ityeral i^ohA^ffom Ca|^ 
town, ih wWfcb they lost abotft fot-ty o*on. died on the 
eighth day afffcf hf^r arrival at StlvOf JPountain.* HOr 
disj^ppointmOnrt on'expetienciOfg bardShipa thiO o<i|fef m- 
peoted, no doubt contribute!} to hk&ISSn l^rdisK^tjtion^i-^ 
She had been in that idnd' sobie tipid before, vit^ tft 
Bath, beyond the Great River, and Add vtiftr thH others 
ffOM the plundering Africaner, ^be Itowe^, hr ikititie 
time before their Bight, Sat up WhuBt! bights ifo^S^eir, 
apprehending anr attack every foomenl. F^ilti What sho 
nu ntia) 2 edf to Mrs. S«ss, she hfdd eipmted ^6 soch 
ti eme ti iais, which is not Airprising, Bifd hat^^e^ fine &n- 
derstandmg, wetl coHieatetl; hurt <rfa feeWe ctmatitutioif, 
ill sOited to bear thd deprivations fo Which a ittissionaiy 
IS sometimea subjected. Howerdt, f hitva no d'otibt but 
the exchange of worlds Was most hh^py foi her. 

Mrs. Sas8, a hiost hvo^. Vet! informed Chi‘istihn, Was 
id Of the tooth'Seheon our arhvaf,* but dttfihg^fhe bight 
she was relieved. Sbe appeared rdmatkatiiy quhtihedf ^ 
be the vtife of a miSSionaiy. MV. Bask iS thfidehtly a tUalh ' 
of ingenuity. He Had made a*bld«!k hat fijlr hfdlli efr of. 
skin, Which, Withopf Cxgpt lUSpectijprf, WoiiltWfJS (iSu * '' 
taken for Eilgtiah lAUuofhcture. f^s hUfolf skiu browsers 
had albo ihucH tfie dppearatiCe Of cldth : fiiS sHodl|j like- 
wise made by UUhself, Were thh best iniitatioii df Englisb 
shoes t Had seen in' icfdca.- fiis «th boxes Weds it toWrabiy « 
good imitation. Th^ appeared to Uve vejyVitppy to- ^ 
getbeem the nlii^f of a harfoil WfideAicss. Yhe^muiiidtef 
aV noon id. * 

iThey were at ShlverUfouiftaiA only affl' i t<f»fe|liprary re^ 
sldence, till Blhir tiitilhare dtitiliatioB i^oulijrBtf deter- 
mined upon, l^bc)^ bad Vi Opportunity onethSiii^W few 

Y9 ' 
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young people to read, and to loform tlbsio of the things 
of God, likewise ot instructing the par^ts moinipg and 
evening ; but many of* the people were gone, and old 
Kolr had i4.j^ Jciontetaplatiqato retire to Giiqua town, to 
end bib da^ With his sons and other relations who live 
.there. It w, as therefore, after much delit^etation, resolved 
that Mr. and Mis. Sass, togetherwith Mr. and Mre.Ilelm, 
who were present with us from Pella, should go to the 
kraal of Orlams'on the Great River; to whicti proposal 
the parties agreed, and seemed all pleased with the pros- 
per^ of reaching a greater and probjibly more permanent 
sphdie of usefulness. 

1 Q8th. Mrs. Sass rciharked to mb in the moriiing, that 
though the preservation of childien in London, who aie 
exposed to so many carts and carnages, is considered a 
remarkable providi^Wlet yet that here, divine providence 
is ctdl mote remarkable; for almost every fly, afid every 
insect that crawls upon the ground, is fuinishtd with 
poison, and they arc often creeping about (..nldicn while 
rolling on the ground, ,yet they are very seldom stung by 
them. “ For example,” said she, " tbcsioipion is pei- 
haps the most venomous oPailxreatuies, yet lately, in 
the com se of one moAtb, we found twelve scoi pious m 
our houseT'under stones which supported pur chests; and 
once we found a centipede (or creature with a bundled 
feet) ic .our be<f, which uf very venomous.” 

to exhibit something of the natuie of the scoi* 
piort, they dug a hofe, into wh'lch they put four of theai. 
They jioott began to fight ti^'fhey killed one another. — 
Their mode of fighting was curious. Having two clans 
like a ciab’s, with tbesq they attempted to seize each 
other by 'the bead. When one «bappeiied to be thus 
caught, ke seemed sensible of bis 'langer fiom his op> 
ponent an4 cried out; but the other, regaidtess^bf his 
cries, tiA'ned rSund his tail and gave him one sting: the* 
ot^Ahat Was stpng,^^as if aware of it$ ^rtality, resisted 
no more, bat fay.Qp^wri tilt he died ; the other, as if awaie 
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or the same thi^,'gave himself no further trouble. They 
nil had'the sntne method of dglititig^and ^11 the vanquish- 
ed actM iu tlie same manner; after whieh the surviving 
conqueror was also put to dea% by Mr,^ ^ erdifture 
dangerous to be allowed to live. • *“ 

The remedy vrhieh'the natives apply Whhn stung by 
such cr^lures, is ^rutting a living frog to the wound, into 
which creature it is supposed tpe poison is transferred 
from the wound, and it dies; then they apply gnothdir 
which dies also: the third perhaps'only becomes sickly, 
and the fourth no wAy affected. When th^s is observed, 
the poison is considered to be'exttacted'i’and the patient 
cured. Another method is to apply a kidney, scarlet, or 
other bean, which swells ; then they apply another and 
another, till the bean ceases t<^ bd affected, when they 
coiisKiut the poison extracted. Tbermo^ter at noon 80. 

The rainy season at Silver Fountain was nearly ofer, 
but the rain bad been so scanty, that not a blade of grass 
liad appeared ; of course their prospect was gloomy. 
Though I had preached the night before, Mrs. Sass re- 
quested that, as she had not heard kn English ser^non for 
a long time, 1 would p^pacli again in the evening, when 
she would be able to attend. Wjd so, froD\^at^xxiV. 
14 . but little did she or 1 imagine that the last sermon 
she was to hear on earth was t(^ be .preached at her own 
request. During the remainder of the evening sflecon- 
versed cheerfully, and m 9 nife.stcd ordinary^efr|e*of 
good sense. ' , 

29th. .About two o’clock ^n the mofnitig Mrs. Sass was 
taken very ill, and it was not many hours before she was 
convinced that death*Was approaching, and calmly gave 
directions concerning all her affairs. Being asked by Mr. 
Eead. if her hopes were bright, she an8wered*8he could- 
not say that they were bright, for she was enduring g{eat 
pain, but she could say they wereNtedfastly fi^ed on that 
great tfutb, •* that Jaeus Clffist came ii|t9 the world to 
save sinners.” A]}out*five, ,P. M. she exjireased a desire 
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to sec me, when I stated to her some of the leading truths 
of the word of Gpd. Xftcf this she desired to see Mr. 
Head, to teil htm what text he ebould ini'piove her death 
troiA, to tjMr popie. Oa^his coming, she desired it 
might be hom Eph. ii. 6; — ** By grace are ye saved, 
through faith,* and that not of yourselves, jt is the gift of 
God<” While we lyere all standing round her, witliout 
any struggle, she geptiy breathed her last. She indeed 
seemed to he fallen asleep. By hor death, her husband 
lost an afiectionate, excellent wife, and the Society a 
valuable missionary. Mysterious are the ways of God I 
Mrs. Albrecht and she, of whom g^eat expectations lyere 
formed, both di^ on the baroe spot m the wilderness, tho 
Otoe soon after the other, and before either had reached a 
settled tnis'iionary station ^ It is also remarkable, that we 
should have (mine just in time to witness her exit to the 
iipifer world. f)uv presenco was also helpful to hei 
afflicted husband, who otherwise would have been left 
alone among a few ignorant Hottentots. 

The loudest tbundejr 1 ever heard was about noon. — 
Ckie pagl had $ve or six reports or explosions, louder 
than a thousand eannpa going at the same time, 
which .aeea>pd to be oaly a few yards distant. I felt a 
beadatBc inimedtately after, which continued the whole 
afternoon. I vaalked out^ and witnessed with pleasing 
wondei'th^ forked lightning darting among the neigh* 
bouiij@*1Rbto. Tligr^ wa| H heavy gale of wind befbie 
the thupder, but it cc .sed witb it We bad intended 
to have left Shlvf r Sountain during the day, but we could 
not leave jfows in, his painful cirojimstances. 

30th. We^ resolved to put off por departure till the 
rootrPw, for thf con ioit of our bereaved biother Sa$^, 
and to assist lo conveying ber remains to the hopsfrop* 
policed for all hvui^. Preacbe<l in the evening in refe* 
rence to Sass's death, ftom 1 iv. 13, &c. — 
TberpnOm^ter at poon 79. ' 

Ociobtfil. Ate seven in ih^.morniog we followed .the 
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femams of Sass to the grave, where Mr. Albrecht 
gave an addreas fiom )obn :ti. 1|> ** Our fnend Lazarus 
< sieepetb.'^ Mf. Read aftert^arda preached io the meeting 
place fropi the text ahe had selected for the occasion.* 

' CHAP. XXXVII, * 


Leave Silver Fountain — Meet a Boor^Knete nothing <f the 
state of Europe— Reach fia House tn the Colony-^Comt 
in sight of Ethiopia Ocean — Mosamii^e Slave— Great 
heat — Had Wate/. * 

At one, P. M. we proceeded on our journey, drawn 
by oxen belonging to Cornelius Kok, which were lent fo 
assist us for two or three days. Tbeimometer at noon 
S4. As 1 walked along I almost trad upon a serpent ; it 
hissed'^th all its might.* We were told, that in Jfa- 
macqualand it frequently happens, after ram, that so 
many serpents come out of their holes, that it m very 
difficult to walk without treading on them. We Iialted 
about ten, P. M. among hills, and without water. The 
way was circuttous, m oonsequeber of the hills, but 
always mcliued teHlje A W. » 

2d, The using sun discovered that we were STtirounded 
with beauty ; the bushes were all tb flower of various co> 
lours; but the prevailing colouvs were yellow, whjte, and 
pink of diflerent shades. We had observed jp): 
a long time till now; thd bushes ware sprinkleil with it. 
We moved at six in the morning, and halted at Majis 
I'ountain about hliirXfter seven: the road Was hilly. A 
boor and his ^ife hatted with their waggon, the flrst 
person belonging to the colony we had seen for near five 
months. We enquired if he knew any thing pf the state 
of HurOpe, or of the war, or about Cape Town ; but he 
knew nothing about any of tb^n. He said'tbe Field 
Cornet had lately got seme paipers and letteit sent him 
by ' the Landdrost, winch be thought Aright be for uS. 
We Sent a naeteenger directly to inquire, though it 
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' was near twenty miles distant. The gave us some 
fiour and bitter oranges, aiid vsome 
very acceptable. 'J’beir infant child bad a hare lip, which 
we^recommepded tp them^to get closed by a surgeon, to 
which the mo^er.ob^ by saying, that as God had 
appoint^",it/ihef would Hot alter/it; ,Upoti the same 
principle I thought if she should happen to have her leg 
broken, she ought by no means to have it set, but should 
allow it to dangle at the end of her stunip during the re? 
maindcr of her life. He had set out On a journey to 
Cape-town to obtain grain ; but haYing, about half way, 
obtained a sack of wheat for an Ox,* he and his family 
returned. They attended our wdrship, after which we 
pfesented them with some tracts in the Dutch langniige. 
They lived at a little distance,* to which they set off about 
noon, so that they vv€.uld come upon their slaves a^ very 
unexpected season. Tlu-rmometer at noon 79. 

At four, P. M. we proceeded, on our journey over a 
hilly road. About five we killed a large pufl' a<lder about 
five feet long, and in tlje middle nearly the thickness of 
a man’s leg. At seven in the evening we came to tlie 
first boor’s house in the colony. His iiMhe is Lear: he 
has had ten daughter!, who ar/? all jnarrieci. The pa- 
rents wereuot above forty years of age. Their servants 
are Hottentots and have the appearance of extreme 
. w re teheed ness, fteing coveted with tattered skins worn by 
former tinies, and their bodies so filthy that 
they seem not to bavo befen wasWd since they were bom. 
The iaily sits with a long stick fn her hai^, commanding 
in the tone of a general, and her d^derk aiie instantane- 
ously obeyed. 

The chief artjcles^visible in the, were skinsi, 
Theje was^a low table^ and three tilings which had orice 
b<jei^>airs. In the Cpriier there was a space eiiclbsed by 
a jipFwaU, al^t eigl^teen inches high;, . with sopje skins 
on the floor of it, w\iieh probably the family 
Their sors^/a Ull ypun^ pf eighteen years of 
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age, WAS lying OD his back in it, gazing at the strangers. 
His nam^ was Daniel, and the place where he lay resem- 
bled a den. They were very kind U) us, fuinishing us 
.with plenty of <iome buHer, and a small loaf, wiiu h 
were valuable articles to people in our drcotnstances. 

3d» Mr* A, preached m the mortml^* Thertnomefer 
at noon, liO: at three, P. M. 94, al which tune wo left 
Leal’s Place in hopes of icachin^ his mother’s and preach- 
ing there* At six, P. M. we came to a Hotfeentot krnal, 
where \ve would have halted for the night, but tluir 
ioinitaui was dried ufl, so that thdj^ had no water ior man 
or beast, and were to remove from it on the monow. 
Prom their own account they had once a bettei plu'e, 
but a boor having asked pei mission lirst to fow a little 
lOrn, tlien to elect a mill, they allowed it; afU rwhirli 
Ik government tor a grant of theVholo jilnc*', 

wh.di they ptomised, nof knowing that it was in pu‘^es- 
toion of these ‘Hottentots ; of couisc rbey weie d \ \ 
iiorn It. 

An old Hottentot told us tlmt he reinernbcied the 
time wn^n theioors were all within (jve dajs’ journey 
of (\i[)*-tuwn, th| c^ountiy was full of Hottentot 
kraals; but they been giadually driven up the*'* 

coyntiy to jj^iake room foi the white people. • "" 

At iin-bOt we had oui fiist sight of jhe Western oi 
Kthiopic ^)cvan, it bem^ nearly half a year since 4ve lost 
•^ight of the fia^-tern or ^ndian Ocean on otAfTftiVi'" 
ol the continent Tins is, probabfy, the first time that 
tlie rontinent of Africa ba3| been crossed so high up in 
the lnten()^ Oui journey across the continent being ter- 
minated, oui way now inclineddothe'S.E.in'-teudoftlicVV. 

At eight o’clock we arrived at Iflrs. \'andervestbuis\* 
Place, and were kindly received by tlie olddady- Mr. 
Read proardied to her numeaous ianniy of slave? and 

Hottentots. • ^ 

^ » * 

* Which signifies, frpin tb« west ftouso 
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4'^. Mrs.VandervesthuiB’s slaves, tec, enmd the house. 
She said, in their preseoce, that when any of them be> 
haves ill, she gives them forty stripes save one yet I do 
not 'suppose that she treats them %»Wy, for they 
seemed Qheorfuh She well remembered Vaillant, who 
lived a good wbild at her house. She said he mever was 
above ten days absent foom her house, when he went 
farther up the oiuntry, and these he spent among the 
Kamis Mountains opposite, seeking birds, stones, and 
flowers, which appeared to her veiy idle employment. 
She also remarked, foat the wind< sometimes blew so 
violently in that part of Africa, ^s to upset their wag« 
gons. The water here is thick, as jf mixed with pipe 
clay* 

llaving mentioned to Mrs. Vandervesthuis that VaiU 
lant had published an account of his travels itv*Africa, 
and bad mentioned her in it, she enquired yery anxiously 
if he had mentioned in hts book ^bat she had given linn 
a good drubbing with a sambuck* when they were tra* 
veiling together to the Cape, for speaking improperly of 
her daughters; but she addcd-»Had I been alone be 
would have given me a dru&b jpg tc *, but two of my 
*sona were^resent, both stout yopng* men. She is a tall 
had still a strong woman, though in her ,^7 5th year. 
While speaking of Vaillant 1 may venture to say thus 
much, that though bit work bae much of the romantic m 
yves the bes^ account of tbe«manner8 and 
customs of the Hottef tots 1 bavp seen. 

Mrs. Vandewesthws has 4 very clevcf Mosainbique 
slave, who is a kind of manager of her eoncems. He 
was formerly a slave at C»po>town, but ran off from h» 
master, aarfcaaietolierat Klipvaliey, giving out that 
he was a Oamara. After be bad worked some tiqieMvitb 
them for wages, they ol)se«yad an advertisement in tbe 
Caj^ paper, descHbing^ikslaW wbo had id»cooded from 

* A kind of whip mads of the dkinsi ossa CDvr. 
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hit matter. description being answerable to inm 
he was apprehended. He aeknomledged that he was 
the penoo, end had nothing to tajr agatnst hit master, 
but cohiptained that be bad itoo easy aeeets to Jiqaor, 
which he i^uld not help dunking, ndhioh Wde him 
dm# pttd good for notlang, wherefdie he thought it 
best to r«a «way ftotn the liquor. He begged that they 
would buy him off from his master-r-acrordmgly one of 
her sons went to the Cape, and bought him from hts 
master for nine hundred rix*dollara. J.ike Joseph,. m the 
house of Potiphar, he has eha^ of all the slaves and 
Hottentots. ^ 

Though it blew a gale of wind ail the day, the ther* 
mometer at noon was 94, and at sun-set 86. Mrs. 
Vaiidervesthuis assisted us with sixteen oven for the 
next which was both hilly *aiid sandy. We left 

Klipvalley at four P. M. and after a tiresome journey 
over long hills of deep sand, we lialted at eight at Kons 
i'ountain, where there is a boor’s bouse in nuns, and four 
hut!> for the accommodation of* those who attend his 
sheep. Most f^f the country is covered with bushes, 
many of whK'b rqjg oi^the succulent kind, and all iii 
flower, V, inch rendeiWhe near prospects extremely beau- 
tiful, but when viewed at a distance they have no better 
effect upon the soeiie than the wildest hepth. 

oth. Thei mometer at sun nse, 36. At noon* in the 
-.hade 101, which was rather alarming, as noon i8*fl?vdr 
the hottest part of the diyr. A br^e of wind icndered 
It more tolerable than it mi^tt otherwise have been. The 
common flies were numerous and troublesome} thejier- 
spiratimi on the face attracted them, and though driven 
away, they returned man instant, walking over the whole 
fijesej especially about the eyes. They likewise rested on 
(he inky part of my pen, so tb|t I could not sre what I 
wrote; to drive them away wa^ useleso, it was only 
making way for successors. The lownetf of the' ground, 
which was surtounded by hills, increased the heat. At 
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half past three the thermometer stood at 102 when com- 
pletely shaded from the sun. My silver snuff box in my 
pochet ielt as if lately taken out of a fire, though I sat 
undei covert of the teat ; the vrater ivas warm, and 
*our butter turtfieddnio oil. Our dogs,, though screened 
from the df die sun, lay breathhfig quick, wltlf'dieif 
mouths open, and their tongues banging out, as if ih a 
high fever. My ink, though mixed with water, got 
thick m a few minuter. All was silence around, all em- 
ployed in sheltering themselves from *he sun’s scorching 
rays, in the best way they could. TJhe crows were walk- 
ing about our waggons as if we had all been dead. Ther- 
mometer at five 99. At sunset, 9$. None of our com- 
pany bad ever been in this part of Africa before. At 
live P. M. we departed, ascending and descending hills 
until three o’clock iti the mofning, when we bgj.ted at 
Fotil Fountain, whose waters Smell very offensively. 

dill. The approach of light discovered a boot’s empty 
house standing near our waggons, the booi only living 
there during the rainy season, which he leaves when the 
grass IS eaten up. It was to us a sh;idow from the 
heat during the day, yet it wt(h vc^y wgim even there, for 
though it had neither doors nor Mi(tDd^>ws to shut, the tlier- 
ngipineterlh it at noon was 90 , in the covered waggon 101. 
Oue of our oxen was so worn out with the journey, the 
heat, .'uid the bad water, ttiat it was not able to proceed, 
HhNit“w**i lefl^him under the care of two Hottentots to en- 
deavour to get him ff rward. 

Being on a height we werqjhxposed to the wind, which 
blew as hot as steam from ' the N. W. however, bad we 
been loweilr down, ’ the beat must have been greater. 
Our oxeq Iboked poorly, which made us doubt their abi- 
lity to cany us over the desert to Elephant’s Rivex, Jbilt 
whdt^^r might happen| nb assistance could be obtained 
as m^l^nd is forsaken./ 

I consAjueoce of thd* great heat we judged it pru- 
to defer odr departure till seven JP. M, The first • 
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thrp# hours of our journey was over hills, in deep sand ; 
most of IIS wslked on foot the whole way. Near nnU- 
night the load became a little harder, andat two o’clock in 
the morning we came to Ink {Loker (oi inkstand) {’<yiii« 
tain, so called from the water resembling ink in colour 
and thickltess ; of course we had no encouraircinent to 
stop there> Wo Went forward till half past foui in the 
nioruiug, when healing a cock crow we halted, believ- 
ing tliat some house must Jie nitii, and consequently 
water, but being dark we saw nothing. 

7th, When day ligjit arrived we found no booi’s place, 
yet there was a boor fiom Bokkeveld stopping for a 
while with sheep, living ij) a hut. The loiiiitain is 
veiy salt, yet the oxen^drank it., I'herc was in ither 
lock, nor tiee, nor large bush to adool the smallest 
sliclte<Uioin the almost intoleiably lcoicbiii!{<'rays of the 
sun, wbudi made it a trying day. * # 

At noon, in the coolest part of the waggon, the tliei* 
mometer stood at J)7. AttwcsIOl, and at tliiec at OS, 
aftci which it gradually fell to 90. At one time wo had 
a pretty strong^ust of wind, whicli ft It as if it liad been 
mingled with At six*Vve lelt that oven, most of us 
walking to spare thd'StfAi. The rbad lay along the side 
of low hills, and was toleiabiy haid. At eighfwe caiye 
to a fountain of saltwater, mixed with tilth, where we 
found a family of Hottentots, Vatebing some cattle be- 
longing to a distant boor. It is probable tlujy b»rc'*tlu. 
cow’s milk for their trouble. We hklted onij for a few 
minutes, und then pushal^oi ward to Casteel fountain, 
where we ariived an hour before midnight. 'I'fais is a small 
pool of brackish water at the.boHO!!) of a bill which is 
chiefly composed of white marble. There is a tavc, only a 
fevf ^ards from the pool, in which an fjnglisliman lived 
fill lately a most solitaiy life. He sold some aUicles to 
any travefli i who might pass. He was probably a deser* 
terfrom some ship, and prefeiiedthe life of ^ hermit, in 
a desert, to that of a wilor on board of ship. 
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.8tb. jDoridg tbe night tbd heavMft n'Mt «otr«r«il with 
clouds, and thd wind btc^, and the dsy ]^rtook of the 
coolness of the n^t, ihe the thermonteter at noon was 
down to 78. My Were greatly pained dtirmg 

thenight incoMMScjnehieierof the previona heat, hot the 
return of iSboter iir mitigated ^ pain. When one of 
oar people tasted the Casfed water, be phpihdttnced it 
good, at least far better than fho feat# yet the dirtiest 
puddle that evet lay ita on§ of l.on^ Streets would 
be a treat compared to (t; ittdeed I thi^'ight So at that 
time, and would bavo given a dollar fsr n tumbler full of it* 
Three or four days befere, we left two Hottentots in 
efaaige of an on which c^ld n^ proceed, and were 
beginning to be nttxieut sbout*lhetr safety, when they 
arrived durnig the night without the &x, beigg oWhfed 
to leave it la«‘biud, ai its Strength in entkely Our 

twa milch goats deserted nod fotdd not be found ; their 
lose was the w^yrt felt in eonsss^iMttce o4 the badness of the 
water. 

At live P. M. we lefji! Casteel Fowntain without af^ 
regret, and at nine rcnebed Ecklatrd Fouptain, the water 
of wbicli'waa similar to Castc^, so tl^’^tecling no desire 
to remain there, we whnt forwa^.^^At eleven we *Met 
tiyo peoplh driving rare sight in the desert A t 

two o'clock in the raomti^ we bolted at a place called 
Dry Ktaol, which is » snAlhspot swiioieuided by litoun* 
tamsywntbere we happily obtained well*taBted water by 
digging iw the adnik * '* 

h i w ia W i th i ia m 

CHAP, xxxrm. 
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JrritMi at',El^>honi*» Vanzair3 Plaee-‘J}fi^ 

Smdf^Ctdar Minmfoftn — MneedaU ^ Baeir—Ddp 

—Smii* Skm. j ^ 

^ , Oct. 9lh. Thermemeter at sun-iiiie, SO ; 

* at iKxm,, 88 : at one 90. 

Ar four we left Dry Kraal, On ledchii^ (he summit 
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of an ascent, a pleasant prospect, of considerable extent, 
all at once presented itself b^ore us, tebicfa was bounded 
to the south by stupendous mountains. This was an ant* 
mating sight, after being confiped upward^ of a fortnight 
among low, uainteresting bills. One huge wall, or range 
of mountains, like a wall, ran from west to east for thirty 
or forty ipilas ; another range ran from S. R to W. and 
what added to our 'satisfaction was a clouded sky, which 
appeared more vahtable to us than^fbe bfst umbrella in 
rain to a person clothed in the most delicate dress-; stilt 
the sight of much deep sand before us cast a gloom over 
the scene. All O'Ur comforts are mixed with alloy. 

At ten P. M. an ox* which had done all he could to 
serve us for six months, cou^ do ho more, but laid him* 
self ^wn on the road to die. We gave him a little water 
which wcflliad with us, on which Ife revirenl and rose, 
then lowed for something to eat, but looked in vain, /or 
there was not a blade of .grass to bo seen. We tried all 
we could to get him forward, but he could hardly move, 
of course vve were obliged to leavp him behind, and push 
forward to wat^. With great pity and regret I looked 
back to him a.s iVig as be rWuW be seen. 

At midmglit, wifh^piich pleasAre, we came in sight 
of the long looked for Elephant River, and 'lialted on 
its banks. Men and beasts drank plentifully of its pure 
stream. Having walked on fctit the whole journey, wc 
were gi^d^ about two in the morning, to iig dow<.'iind, 
rest our weary limbs, for* an eight hours’ walk in deep 
sand requires no trifling exertion. 

lOth. In the morning I preached to the pcopli* from 
the conversion of the Kthiopii\,n eiitfUcb to the-failh of 
Christ, and his baptism by Philip. Mr. KetAl Imptized 
Stinger, one of our Hottentots-,, in the Elepb-|»nt River, 
after he'had given a satisfoctoiy account of his foitir. 
Therraonseter at noon, T9. • 

The jSfophant River is 3 cansiderable strealu, though 
much inferior to the (Sreat River. Its &inks are beau- 
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inot’iei, an matron. But a mountain tu tlunn ap- 

piMis liahlly woith noticing; the cattle aie the objects 
that engross their atteiitioih 

*jtlcie we beard that tli^ Fieuch were driven out of Ilol- 
i<iud, and as a pi^oot of its truth, it was stated, rimt filty 
Dutchmen had conic in an ship to the Cape on 

their \Aay to Batavia. Tlie ptoof dcbtroycd the credibi- 
lity ol the news* hcaid also of peace with America, 
and tliat Bonapaite nad gained great a vicioiy ovei the 
Hiisstans,,tiiat they weie obliged tc burn the bodies ot 
the dead. All winch news we found afterwards tu he 
liilS'e; however it was news to \\^ in the nieanlime, and 
the fu^t nebad bcaid tor eight montiis. Tbcimometei 
at noon, 03. 

14tb. At eight yi the moining one of our company 
went to John Deysel’s Valley, twelve miltwJ<^tant, in 
&eaicl) ot lettcis said to be there for iis. In the mean- 
time wc weie invited to dinner at ten c>Vlock by the 
boor, about an bom after wc had bnakfasted, but it 
seems to be the fasl/ioo in that part ot the country to 
nam people, like tnrkics, in^the rnorm^. The boor and 
his wife sat silent i^t the head^ofjlb^ablc, also a giovMi 
up daughter, wlio seemed to ttavc tlie tooth-ac he, sat 
v.(jually silcul. 'riie schoolniastci seemed to beJMerc’enus 
or chief speaker in that Ijouse. He was, what is called, 
a BoUcidamer, and fought on boaid the Dutch Admuar** 
skip that Vas opposed to Lord Duncan’s in the battle of 
Cauiperdown. Tbv /momc tei at noon, 70. 

Alter taking leave of rtie boor and family, we dom- 
menced ijur journey at four P, RI. ovti deep sand. More 
than twojlRirds of the stage was up hill, which was ex- 
tremely fatiguing to the poor o\cn. On leaching the 
sumrnit'of the lull, we obscivcd a fire about tw'o miles 
off, >vluch wc concluded was the booi’s place, to winch 
we were liavclling,^ut on reaching the fire We tound it 
was made by «two slaves 'sent by the boor to shew our 
pi pple where to put their loose* oxen, lest liiej should 
go amongst the torn. At eight P. M. such' of us as wcie 
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walking arrived at Mynheer Vanzairs Place in Jackal 
Valley, and the waggons arrived about half past nine-. 
We supped witli the family and some stranger 

Mr. , clerk to the deputy ianddrost of John Dr 3 'sers 

Valley, was so kind as to come to hfere, and, he 
brought me letters from the Cape, containing gratifying 
intelligence respecting the kingdom of our Lord. Some 
Letters to others of our Company c^^itiiined a Jong list of 
persons who had died in Cape-town, since our departure 
^I’lie death of Mr. Oncru^^dt, under w hose hospitable roof 
I had lodged all the time I had been in Cape-town, af- 
fected me much. All ^thc letters were silent about the 
affairs of Europe, which greatly disappointed us all, for 
none around us knew more of them than of the transac- 
tions in the moon. * 

15tli. Tlswermometer at naon Si. It is considcreil rej-y 
<5ruel in Africa to kill bees in order to obtain their horie 3 \ 
especially as from flowers being^there at all seasons, and 
most in winter, they can live comfortably all the ytar 
round. A Hottentot f^^ho was accustomed fo kill the 
bees, was often r^m>aed \vl^\ by the humane to give up 
so cruel a practice^vyet J)e persisted in it till a circom- 
atance occurred which aetermined him to relinq^iisU it. 
He had a water-mill for grinding his corn, wliich went 
very slovvl)', from the smallness of the Stream ^vhich 
turned it; consequently the flour diopped very gently. 
For some time, much less than usual^ame into the sack, 
the cause of which he could not discover. At length he 
found, that great part of his flour, as it was ground, was 
carried oft' by bees to their hives: on oxamiiiing this, he 
found it contained only his flour, and no honey. This 
robbery made him resolve lo ‘destroy no more bees when 
their hohey was taken, considering their conduct in ioB-* 
bing him of his property as a jusX punishment 
for bis cruelty. Tlie gentlem|tn wlo related /he kory 
was a witness to the bees robbing the mill# 

About five^P.M.^ftcr taking leave of Mr. Vanzaila and 
fainilvi we again commenced our. journey, and immedL 

Z3 . 1* 
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ately began to ascend a lonj^ sand-hill, clad with beanti- 
fnl bushes, all in flower. At six we passed a booi’s 
phye, and observed the poor slaves all gazing altei us, 
but none of them approached our waggons. We then 
continued ascending another sand-hill for two hours, the 
descent of which was steep; and deep, heavy sand ex- 
):ended for about four miles. 'Though I walked with five 
or SIX of our Hotte^ots, haidly a woid was exchanged 
for two or three hours, every one luMug intent on wading 
thiough the sand. Though the night was daik, various 
birds amused us with their plealing short notes. Af 
eleven we came to a booi’s place,* which we hoped wa'^ 
the spot where we had agreed to halt. All w'ere in bed ; 
however, they called to us that it was not Kootse’s IMace. 
Some of our oxen^lay down upon the load, hutwtre 
gVt up again- We uachuUKootse's at onckiies^lloc k in 
the morning, when we got to itst as soon as wc could. 
Alost of our men were b^ebind, having probably mistaken 
the way. 

16th. Th(*rmonieter at sun-ridl 50. Our men ani\ed 
about ten. Thty bad beeii#nt one tjj?4e btfoic us, and 
sat down among tbc«bii&hes tiljtthp^^ggons should come 
up, burthese not making their d^earance soon, they fell 
last asleep and slept till the morning light loused them. 
Thcrmoinete/ift noon 0^. 

Depait^d at six, P. M. and went over deep sand-hills. 
Passed a boor’s pVice at clet^en. We went out of the 
way, but regained it by pushing through bushes- the 
oxen were so fatigued tbatfthey could proceed no farther, 
wherefore we halted at midnight on the road. 

17th, hi the morning* we found ouiselvesat the side of 
«'orn-fic[ds, and three of out oxen were among the corn. 
We Ijad to pay half a dollar each for what they bad eaten, 
al 0 ^f^e same sum for each as a fine. Thermometer at 
noon 90r In the evening we went forward to a fountain, 
whore we hailed at midnight. 

•18th. Left the fountain at six iii the moining, and 
went to widow S-— ’s place at eighty where we halted 
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for the day, tired of walking in the sand- Thermometer 
at noon 92. 

A poor female slave came secretly to the waggons, 
while her mistress slept, to ibeg a hook. She sui4 slic 
had privately learned to read, and had a book tu Joan 
which she mui^t return, and fell on the ground begging 
one. She said she soinelimes was able to read a little, 
when unnoticed, in her mistress’^ bible, which had taught* 
her she was a siiukt, and that Jefus was a Saviour. Her * 
mibtirss tells her it was the woist thing she ever ditf to 
learn to read. Mr^Jl. gave her much good advice. 

This place is nearly surrounded by tho Picket IMonn- 
tain, which, though very high, has vineyanls and fields on 
its summit. Thermometer at noon 92. Wo hognii our 
journey at five, P-AI. The load wa^ tokrahly fcood,oiiIy 
now vmd then there was deep sand. A\> saw stveial 
boors* places at the foot of distant hills to the h ftp. aiivl 
two or fhiee along the* foot of Picket Mounlani to the 
right, which mountain appears between twenly and 
thirty miles in length. At midnight our oxen appearetl 
unabl(3 to piocced farther, when fore we balled by tho 
bide of the roadU^bnt could haidly find any thing with 
which to make a * 

Unh, In the morning, at five o’clock, wc went forwanl 
to a boor’s place, which was only abou): an hour distanl, 
where we received a hearty Welcome, llis nanfe is Oeil 
Fisser, and the place, Ijeed fountain. 1 •ennoiiielci at 
noon 96. ^ * 

The country all around^is in a state of nature, covcied 
with barren heath, except a few boors’ places or fuiniN 
which appear like small specks here and thrre, only varv- 
ing the scene a very little. At Kecd founfam wc could 
p.urphase a little flour, which no boor that wc saw for 
several days before could spare. Our pcoplo been 
entirely living upon mutton fo« a Jong time. Wc left 
three of our worn out ox^'ii with R]^nhuir I'isser, tii| 
they should recover strength. Wc departed a(^ six in 
the evening, and found the load baid, with pools of white 
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watc^r at little <listanres. At midnight we halted on the 
banks of the Beig River, near Mis. Marai’s Plate, wheic 
theie ifc a pious fanlily. 

20f’i. We were kindly received in the morning by the 
woitliy family. Mre. Marai has? two dumb daughters, a 
Inal which she seetbs to hear with much Christian sub* 
mission. At eleven, Mr. R. preached m one of the out- 
houses; and at four P-jll* we proceeded on our journey. 
At SIX, we reached Mr.fSotman’s, who is a warm fiiend 
to in issionary exertions, as are many otu'^r boors in that 
part of the colony. At Mr. Botmai'’s I slept under a 
loof, the first time for tlaee months.^ 


CHAP. XXXI K. 

At r^kal at Tidhach — Tlndeiaml — Zxk. at tland-^-'Animah 
killed Oh the Joimiey— Return to Cape-Ton n, 

* 0( r. 21sl, 

At ten in the morning Mr. R, and I left onr waggons, 
and proceeded towards Tulbac which \v 3 i<^'distant about 
Ihiify miles, in a covered* cart of NJr. B^Mman’s, drawn by 
SIX horscs^and mo:#t of our people <vent, for a few days, 
to Assist in reaping the harvest. We halted about half 
^vay at Mr. Edwards's, a wijie boor, formerly a mission- 
ary. That part of Africa abounds both with corn and 
wine boois, who appeaj all to besn a thriving condition. 
Mr. E. offered to relieve Mr. Batman, and send us for- 
ward in his cart. At five, P.f M. we set off in his open 
c art and thj;jBC horse,?. About three miles on our way, 
bearing thalt ^Ir. De Lange, Nvitb whom we expected to 
lodge at Tulbach, was at bis farm, which was very 
near, we drove to it, and were received with .much 
•affeqttosftfclThey soon pvt six horses to their waggon, 
and his family and we i^ere soon in motion on the way 
his bouse in Kigk-Strect, near Tulbach. For several 
miles o«j way was by a nanow pass between high moun- 
{rilns, so nairow on^somc parts that there was haidly 
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joom for Little Mou'itain lli^orto pass alnnj?' of nceesmiy 
tl^Mefore the load, witli ^reat laboui, is cut out on the h 
of the mountains, Tlic him hemp: set, adl the heavens to- 
VL'ied with thick doUiU, It soomhecaiue u*iy dark: aful it 
was unpleasant travelling on a road where one wionpf step 
of a horse nmeht occasion tho tumbling* of the wapgou a 
hniulied feet down the side of a steep mountain. In al>out 
an hour w'e wore met by a chain oLwpgoons, which had to ’ 
])as-> us, where thoie wos hardly roo^ for a boOi’s wife to * 
pii'-s; but pass they must, oi all must wMit until the moliii. 
jno li;;ht. Our wa«rQn was lifted a little way up the side of 
the mountain, when the t|ireetiist w*aggons passed in safety; 
hut tiio two bide wheels oflhc fourth w'ont ovei the odoe of 
t!ie load, and had they not gotthco\en immediauly tostop, 

It mu'Ht liave rollul to the bottom of the mount iin, dm^giup: 
the twi V\e or fouileen oxen afier it. *Wiih nme h dilfRulty 
the wagiiOirwas lestoud to^lic path. The snc<‘eeduuc^\a 2 :-* 
gon hating broken dowu,*vte could not [mss it till it was le- 
paiicd. We sat in tliedaik, I tiisiow not how long, till tliib 
wag£?on ivas mondid and had passed us, after which we gut 
ioiwaid out of to a pood road. We anivtd at Mr, 

he Langfc's about ten o’cIo«1\ at night, where we soon for- 
got tlicdilViLultios we !'-]j[i*met with’ou our waj to it, 

2*2d. Day li£iht m the morning di&rQvc red that \vc Jiacl 
got into one oi the most pleasant aijd handsome vilbagis m 
Africa, called Roi]o>.aijd,and als^ Kirk-Street, near Tulbach, 

It consists of a long raw ontandsomc^ Imuses^Wilh terraics 
m front, an<l ili^Jpiaed fiom ea* h oti^*r by an intervening 
space. T'liey look towards tht* west, and slanti on a gcntlo 
declivity. On the opposite p/de of the way iims a ciystal 
btiei\m un(h*r a low of trees, fjorii wh(?ncegard(*ns bi-longing 
to each liouse extend toa sm^ll river at theHJiiLom of the 
descent; along the opposite bank of vvhich staii(b»a lo\>ttJiill> 
coveicci vvith bUshes similar to those generally seen in gre en- 
houses in Knglaudl The Mmi^rer\ Palace, (forTt Vk^ves 
that name,) stands at the nortlbend of the stieet as a public ^ 
building, and is a gieas ojuamnit to the* stiee'l. A band- 
froinu cliuicb^ built*in tire form oi a cro'^s^as nil tho'Dutet^ 
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churches in Afnca are, (a custom imported fioni Rome,) 
itauds at the south end, but the view ot it from the street 
IS mtcu epb d by a clump of in es. The bouses being all ie« 
maiklibly white, have a cleah, lively, and cheerful appear- 
ance. 

In the morning tRe circuit court, which had been at Tul- 
baeli for a few dajs, left it to proceed to Graaf ReyneU 
*This was the fluid cii^uit the court had made* Itoiigi- 

* natal from vaiious iep<tits being ciieulatod for some tune 
alfcr tlu Capo was taken by the Knghsh, tonrerning murder'- 
of the Hottentots by the boois A letter from one of our 
ni’ssiouaries, containing sucli leportg, was punted in a peri- 
odical woik in Kngland, which reached the Cape durmgtlio 
govciiiimnt of Eail Caledon, who, anxious to ascei tain the 
tiiith of siuh lepoits, ^instituted this couit, full^ to investi- 
gate the busiifesb, a scheme which 1 understood ]^s toidship 
was •previously concerting. 

I was (avouied, at the Castle of Good Hope, with the pe- 
rusal of all the papeis relutfng to that business, and pcirtiil- 
ted to take what extiactj I pleased ; and I must, in justice 
io Loid Caledon say, that t torn fjiese docui)^mts, it appealed 
that evciy facility was gmn to obtain the tiuth of these 
Tcpoits I was particularly pleasutT with the instruction 
giv^n to the cue uit court, in which I perceived murh wisdom, 
and evidently an, anxious desire that the poor Hottentots 
might Ifave justice done tfiem, and enjoy piotectiou fiom 
violence and c-ppressiotu «. 

Most ol the cases wf*.cli,camo„bcfore the^ court could not 
be substantiated by legal evidence ; for, according to the 
Dutch law, the oath of a Hottentot is inadmissible. How- 
levci, the establishment of such a court, annually to visit the 
interior of the colony, will greatly ameliorate the condition 
of tku H^tentots. « • • 

* I a if^tood that this third rireuit would have scarcely 
aii^^Smessto attend \ nor can they have much, till some 

luade'to ad^piit instructed Hottentots to give evidence 
; because, lO the present sta'cc oCtbe iuferioi of the 
,^ioiiy, It would-be one of the most difficult things imagiir 
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able, to get one white man to witness against another, if it 
referred to an injury sustained by a Hottentot. 

In the forenoon Mr. Bellote, the parisH minister, very po- 
litely sent his horse waggon to^ake us to Tulhach, aiiimll 
village higher up the valley, where the Landdrost and the 
other public officers of the district residilt We waited with 
our friend Mr. De Lange on Mr. Van de Graaf, the Land- 
drost, who received us in a friend 
turn halted at Mr. Bellote’s. 

The people have built a good meeting, end purchased a 
good house for our piissionary, Mn Vos, who assiduously 
labours among the slaves there and in the region round 
about. In the evening we visited the slave-school taught by 
Ins son, and were much pleased with the progress the slaves 
and Hottentots had made in reading, some of whom, though 
tliirty j^ears of age, were labouring to* acquire4hat art. 

^ 3 {\, Sp^it the day in cdiiversatjon with the missic^iaries 
Vos and Kramer, about missionary concerns, 

24th. Heard a sermon in the p?vish church in the forenoon ; 
^Ir. R. preached to slaves and otlv^rs in the afternoon and 
evening. 

25th. Was happy to fnid that neither the Landdrost nor 
parish minister, had objection* to our sending misj^iona- 
ries to the Hottentots at Kamis Mountain, or to We Bajtard 
Hottentots at Cedar Mountain. We had a pleasant meeting 
with friends of missions at Mr.'^P. F. Therorfs, aU Winter- 
liook, which lies about ti^ miles north of Tiulbacli, almost 
at the head of the valley. The situ^ltion is very romantic, 
being nearly surrounded "by mountains, whose tops reach 
the clouds, and it is abundantly supplied with excellent 
water. After dinner we had a meeting willf four of the 
committee who have the direction of the meafts used for the 
instruction of slaves in that part of Africa. Ohgervingf«them 
to be worthy and zealous men, we proposed their faking,the 
superintendance, of the Society’s' c^jucerns in tTie*cScfeiisive 
district of Tulbach : to which*they consentedfund I have no 
doubt tlKit they will be of essential service to the interests of 
the Society,# We returned tpMr.De Lange’s in the evening* 
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Ati^etulecl to various missionary concerns ; among 
otliers Mr. Kramer consented to visit the Hothintots at 
Cedar Mountain, tq, examine thoir circumstances for the in- 
foru{i:y;ion of the Society. ^ 

27th. At ten, A. M. wo left Kirk Street on horseback, ac- 
rornpanie l by Messrs. Vos and do Laijge. On arriving at 
hirifarm, he conducted us to Mr. Kd wards’s in his waggon, 
.who took us in charge, and conveyed us in his cart to our 
•'vaggpnaatMr. Botnian’^ Wenu'.tv^**! by the way at a boor’s, 
who complained much that they had so f*/v means of instruc- 
tion ill that corner. Oh how little the Cliristiaiis in Britain 

c 

are aware of the value of their privileges! We rcachnl onr 
waggons and people about seven in the evening, and fouiul 
all well, but they were so anxious for our return that they 
had resolved to send a party in search of us on the following 
day. Mr. and Mrs, Bowman gave us a hearty welcoiy,c back 
to tlijir house. * ^ 

^I8tb. From some mistake, our, oxen did not return from 
feeding at a distance till si>ym the evening. \Vc look leave 
of our kind friends and ^departed at seven, 'flic evening 
was cool, and we had the advantage of amocj^., a c|uarttr old, 
for three or four hours. We continued ourjoiiriKy until 
four o’clock in the morning; whev^^ halted o|)|>obitc to a 
boor’s pkx^, all of u? much tired with ourjoiinicy, 

2l5th. I’he day being cool, we got into motion abouL.elc- 
ven, A.\l. and aViived at Zwartland Kirk, at three in the 
afternoon/wherc we halted, and s|>ent three hours in coir.a i- 
ration with Mr. Scholt*, thie parish minister, who told me 
that the first place of worship he* bad attended in England 
was my chapel in Kmgslahd ;* and what is more singular, 
that the first <:imc t\ve otlier ministers (oiit of seven) in the 
colony spoke tin public, in the linglisb language, was in 
Kingsjar^ Chapel, viz. Messrs. Jticherer and Vos of Zvvart- 
berg;/4|iS t fiat the ftrst time Mr. Bakkcr of Sn&llcTibosli 
•pi^a^^ffirftiglish ii;as in the same, place. I thought these 
weifesingular^coiiicidences. . ^ 

i^Ir. S. has an el^^ant house and latge garden, but he was 
Ipwspifitedi having never recovered his "cheeifuiness since 
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;lie death of his only sen. Living retired and ifoing little, 
the loss preys upon his tVame : nothing but Calvary ean cure 
such diseases of the niind. / 

Left Zwarthuid Kirk about s^n-set, and travelled »ntil 
ten, when we halted near water, 

30tb. In the mofaing Table Mountain, behind Cupe- 
towniwCs full in view, which from its great height, appeared 
near, Though upv^ ards of thirty niilti distant. 

The following h an account of the nimher of creatures, killed 
bif our people during the journey. 
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While travelling in South Africa, and visiting various 
nations, I hardly met with IjgJf a dozen of the^mtives who 
are corpulent ; but a great majority of <1ie \yhite inhabitants 
•are so, especially the females. Can thw be owirtg to the 
nature of the air, or good living and the w^ant ofexorcise? 
In general they sleep niuch^ and do little, in consbqueuce of 
having so many slaves and Hottentots to serve* them. lu 
addition a good night’s rest, they sleep during tjie heaiiof 
the day, so^lhat in fact they are dead except in the Viofn- 
ings and evenings. The value of ndtbhtg is so lilFTe Icuoi&^n 
as that of time. • * 

The day was warni, but a cooling brecze*springing up in 
the afternoon,^ encouraged us to proceed at fivo oVlock. 
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Th^ country through which we travelled , was more general- 
ly cultivatcfl tlmn any other part of Africa we tiaj seen. 

We expected tt) reach a salt lake, at the side of which is 
a spring of good water; though we went forwaid till 
one o’clock in the inorning, there was no appearance of it, 
which disposed life to slop at a pool where there was good 
grass. We killed a snake on the road, wliich by its ||issKi!:t 
discovered itself to us ^ the dark, so that the means used 
for its defence, oocasifiied its(ila^h. 

• 31st. Day-light discovered that wo c.’cre in tlie mid^l o; 
corn-tields, but wo were glad our ciiltlo had not gone in(- 
any of them. As it was nect ssarv to depart from i-in h m 
place as fast as possible, we left it at seven in I lie morniir, 
and reached the salt lakes at half past eight o’clock, wIu k- 
we halted to spend the day. We found good water wilhn. 
a few yards*of the lake. Some waggons from tfape-tow »\ 
yvikVG here, and we found our ?log Lion was witli tium, wlio 
had been missing for more than a forttiinht. On seeing us, 
he seemed pleased to re^yin bis old masters, but arler n - 
rnainiriga while with us, he appeared desirous to foliow hi<^ 
new friends, when \vc fastened him to tln^ w'aggon. 

Now Cape-town, 1’ablc Mountain, Table Bay, with tin 
shipping ivcre all full*in view, f ^ 

^ Wh(^ the worship of the sabbath .was over, Mr, Rca^' 
and I walked to Cape-town in the evening after sun-set, 
\vhere*I was received by nny kind friend Mr. K. Dunum 
and his friends, with open arms ; our waggons were to fol- 
low next morning. • 

Thus ended a journey of neWly nine months, aiid all of 
us were' ih as good health as when we set out; indeed I 
was much ‘bettor, *\Yere.I to forget to praise the Lord for 
bis protecflng care, I should be one of the most ungrateful 
bcw^uivfcr the sun; for his goodness and mercy attended 
us^ m ^y Jay, and as far as I know, every object I had in 
Hie journey prospered far beyond my expectation. 
}i|any newspapers and aboct thirty letters were waiting for 
fne from various quarters, but 1 4i ad resolution to put ofi 
their perusal till the following day, • 
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CHAP. XL. 

Occurrences after my Return to Cape^Tor^iu 
During my residence at Cape-towA, after my return 
• rom the interior, but few circumstances occurred wor- 
■iiy to be related to the public.%1 was glad to find a 
religious society formed in, the mating, ho use/ composed 
:dinost entirely of soldiers, ^%!^o had chosen Mr. Tluftii 
for ihcir pastor* and whom they were nmcli attached. 
Besides those who were members of the society, a con* 
sicierable number of other soldiers regularly attended. 
U'lien I had conolud(‘d the first sermon I preached to 
them after my loturn, a serjeant said to me, “ Strange, 
Sir, th?it I should have (‘ome from linglanfl to Africa, 
to becoino *aaiuaiiiied witli Jesus Christ !*' I rcjflied 
that I knew a person who went much fartiier on the 
.-'UTie errand, viz. from (^nglan(ri%> the h'ast Indies. 

November loth. In the oveijiing we met Willi about 
sl^ty of the fn nds of iiii^sif)n% lu a largv* room at the 
house of Mr. Smulz. to wdiom Mr. Read an account 
of our journey in the J^^^iteh language, in winch the com- 
pany appeared to feel a lively interest. , • 

On the Sltli there was much thunder, lightning, and 
rain the whole day. About Aoon the heavens \fere sud- 
denly overcast with suclj thick black cIoii»ls, as to rf‘n- 
der it so dark I could neither, read Aor write by day-Iigln. 
There were four or five PjCals of thunder .so loud as t(> 
resemble the explosion of a mine, or the blowing up of 
a ship. The flashes of liglitning were so vivid, and ex- 
tensive, and followed each other in such quick succession, as 
to rcruiud me of what was common An the cot^lim s oWJaf- 
fraria. Ail the slaves in Mr. Duncan’s bous(%^;xcept one, 
were sick at this time, owing,. it was thought, to the state 
of the air. During the wlmle suicceedmg rftght, it blew 
w'ith extreme violence* from ihe S. W, 
f)a the '* 27 t[i ten of tl.*:: Hottentots who had aecom- 
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paiiied me tlie whole journey, set out bn their return to 
Bethelsdorp. They came in a body to bid me farewell. 
I was glad when ^the parting scene was over, believing 
llv^t 1 should see them no fiiore. The day was sultry — 
the thermometer in my room, with two large windows 
open, was 84. Tlfe evening being cool and pleasant, most 
of the inhabitants walked on the terraces in front of tijeir 
‘houses. /' 

December 6th, Hawng been invited by the friends of 
missions at Paarl to pay theih a visit, and inform them of 
the circumstances of the journey, Mr. Read and 1 left; 
Cape-town at five in the morning, Mr. Roos’s waggon, 
accompanied by Mrs. Smit and Mrs. Smutz, both of whom 
are warm friends to the heathen, and very active in doing 
good, in every way in tjieir power. 

At nine A*. M. we hatted by the side of a^lt^lake to 
breall^fasl, and to refresh our horses. A cloth was im- 
mediately spread on the grass, *on winch the provisions 
which the ladies had brought with thorn were placed, 
around which we sat aiuFpartook in the patriarchal fashion. 
We brought fresh water for ourfclves, but our poor horses 
had none. They tasted thf salt lake at various points, but 
could not drink of its water; bad th%jf not possessed tins valu- 
able sense of their feelings would have induced them 
to drink plentifully, which must have greatly increased their 
thirst. The value of this sense never struck me more power- 
fully than on f^i$ occasion. « 

After leaving the lalce .. e, travelled along the west side of 
Tiger Mountain, till we camq to a pass across the moun- 
tains. About two P.M. we halted at a boor’s, and dined on 

,1 4i 

what we bad brought with us ; and at seven arrived at 
Mr. Roos’s at Eaarl, which is about thirty-six miles from 
Capetown* ^ At cjglit, about a hundred people assembled, 

, to whom Mr. Read preached. 

'Jlre Christians here have frequent meetings to converse 
on the scriptifre, agd for prayel'. Every house, as is common 
thrcMtgl*out the colony, has a Iargc"room fit for a chapel, 
where the famjly generally sit during the ‘day. These 
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rooms readily accommodate a hundred people and more, 
and their meetings circulate from house to house, Tluse 
Christians have erected u building ciij^ible of containing 
three hundred persons, which » intended lor the insti^ctiori 
of their slaves. 

On the jfbllowing evening Mn Read* gave an account of 
our journey to a large assembly of friends, after which I 
added a little ; Mrs. S. then addi^sed the company, and* 
brought tears from every eye* wliije she pleaded the cause' 
of the poor heathen, representing their wretchedness, and 
asking how they won4d feel were their own children placed 
ill similar circumstanetjs. 

In the morning of tlie eightli, accompanied by friends in 
several waggons, we went to Mr. Retitrs at Drakenstein, 
where Mr. Read prtached atone ; a^fter which we went to 
Steilenbosh^ where we arrived, a little bcfore*8un-set, at the 
house of my tvorthy friend iJlr. Kuyper, where I had r^^ideJ 
very comfortably for twonnonths previously to ihy journey. 

next, after visiting vafr«>us friends, we returned to 
DrakensteiiPlind the siicceeding^day to Paarl, where we 
found Mrs, S. iTad been indisposed ever since our departure. 

In the evening, Mr. Read prejiched to the slaves, when 
about two hundred ‘slaJi^s and free people were ^present. 
After sermon, the people brought me donations to assist in 
sending the gospel to the heathen whom we had visited, to 
the amount of about five hundred rix-dollars ; ieven the 
slaves came with their skillings and stivers, uiM parted with 
them most cheerfully to aid the cause of missions. This 
w'as a most liappy evening to me. It gladdened my heart 
to behohl these blessed fruits of the gospel. 

nth. We designed to have set otf at four in the morning, 
onourreturn to the Cape, that we might avoid travelling 
during the heat of the day, but by some mistake, all 
arose about one o'clock, and departed about tbree^ when , 
we travelled for some time by starlight, but'the suu rising 
in spiemlid majesty, the darkiVi^ss lied away. ’At 'seven we 
fialted near a pool of \Vater where.we breakfasted, then 
went fi.n'wafd to a farm house where wc rested during the 
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hottefit part of the day* About five in the evening we ar-^ 
rived at Cape-town. 

I was informed of a circumstance relating fo Cape-town 
wliiclr greatly surprised viz. That genteel females^ 
having spurious cinidteo, go openly to church, and in th« 
pieseiice of two thousand people present them to be bap- 
tizt^d, and, as m other easels the uaiues of mother and chil- 
'dren are inserted in the ^;eekly newspaper ; the names of 
'such were pointed out me* Inc* is a degree of bold 
effrbntery unknown in England, especlahy amongst genteel 
people ; but how ladies of character cao witness it, is, to me, 
rather mysterious. ^ 

On the 12th of January, 1814, I waited on His Excel- 
lency the Governor, on his return from the interior, who 
informed me that he had given to the Society one of the 
best places hef had seen in Africa fora new seltlenu^nt, and 
had nnmed it Theopolis.* It fs one of the places which I 
visited in the Zurefehl, or Albany, not far from Calfraria, 
which may ultimately b^6me a very implant station* 
I was sorry to learn from his Excellency tlj|f during the 
three months preceding, the CpllVcs had Stolen from the 
colony upwards of two thousand head of cattle, and killed 
five persons. Orders wdre given t^t on the next depreda^ 
lion, a party should enter their country, and kill a suitable 
number of their cattle and leave them all dead, to shew it is not 
' for plunder but punishment* The Governor expressed dis- 
satisfaction m^h the appearance o/Bethelsddrp, and warmly 
recommended to Mr. Re d to attempt an improvement upon 
his return to that siation.t * 

t 

On (lie 19tb Sir John Cnulock, the Governor, visited the 
Frce-school, which is conducted on the British plan of edu> 
cation. Abont one h -ndred and fifty young people were 
prc«tc.t, who perfoim'ed their parts as readily as any .similar 

' * Or; City of God. 

t From li'Uers which 1 have rfcciied from Bcthelsdorp since my 
.•arrival in Bugland*, I find that Mr. Kfad is actively proceeding 
accordihg to tins recommendation. * , 
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v.r hool iu Fiftgland, "IVelve of the best scholars were pre- 
sented by his Excellency with silver mtxials. 

Waited on a Mr. M — — , who has a gimk from government 
(»f ail island at the mouth of the Great, or Orange Wiver. 
!!e mentiohfed that there ^was an openinyf into a cliff, a 
:at!e to the south of that river, which wtu Id afford shelter 
ii> two ships — that a bar runs across the mouth of the river, 
wliich has five fathoms water on it t^luni the tide is clown — 
that there areno trees lining the sidet of the river ntxir the 
. ::i — tliat there are several small islands near the moufli, 
(Kit he was miceftain v^hether they may not be overfiowed 
»’iiring the rainy seasoiiy-Iie thinks there are fountains in 
t h: neighbourhood, l) Jt was not sure if they have always 

’.vatcr. Mr. M could at any time convey a cargo from 

(.'ape-toww by sea to the Great li'ivcr. ^ 

L visitc'l with much oieasure the military sifhoois at the 
jj.inacks, in which theie weie about two hundred chilsiveij, 
who were all tauglit accoAling to the British system, and 
appeared to have made great priWiciency. Mr. Jones, the 
colonial Chap’ftjn, has, much to hi% credit, paid grejit at- 
ic ntionto the e u'hools, and Jjronght them to their present 
'Laic. 

Gavihg requested Mr. a missionary, to yjsit the 

people living at the foot of tlic Cedar Mouniaius, m;i remote 
jiart of the district of Tulhach, and to iiiquire into their 
t ircimisUmces, he went lliither, iindun his return iifformcd 
me that there were of • • 

White people . . . ? . . 1^' 

Baptizid Bastard Hottentots . - (>3 

Ilnhaptized Go, Go. . 

Slaves • , J , . p 
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or these twenty-five canreail, and they all expressed a 
o'csire for Mr. Xianier to come au<l settle a/iioiig theft>, 
which, if rlu^ government permit^ he is willing t® do.. 

t)u!'ji hiy, the I lih of February, I visite*] a Mahojpenm 
iiioMjue. place was small — the floor was covei*^^ 

With green baize, on which sat about viu hundred pen, 

A a V 
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chiefly slaves, Malays, and Mada^aseara. All of thorn woi? 
clean white robes, made in the fashion of shirts and white 
pantaloons, with iwhite cotton cloths spread before them, 
on 'which they prostrated themselve$. They sat in rov^s, 
extending from one side of the"' room to the otlier. There 
were six priests, iVearing elegant turbans. A chair, having 
three steps up to it, stood at the oast end of the place, which 
had a canopy supported by posts, resembling the tester ( f 
a bed without trimnsings. Before this chair stood two 
pViests who chaunted something, I supposed in the Malay 
language, in the chorus of which ithc people joined. At 
one part of it, the priests held thejr ears between the finder 
and thumb of each band, continuing to chaunt, soinctimc'ii 
turning the right elbow upwards and the h ft downward'', 
and then the reverge. This awkw^ard motion they conti- 
nued to niftke for some time. After this ccrehiony \v^|^ 
enckd, one of the priests covered his head and face wilb a 
white veil, holding in his hand a long black stafi* with a 
silver head, and advancerj in front of the chair. When the 
other had chanted a little, he mounted a ’step, makmc a 
dead halt ; alter a second chapnting he moinited the second 
step, and in the «anie way the third, when lie sat down 
upon the chair. He (losccnded fp^tbe same manner. 

.The people were frequently, during this ceremony, pios- 
tratimr themselves in their ranks, as regularly as soIdici:> 
exercftiing. A corpulmf priest then standing inacornei, 
near the chair, with liis face lathe wall, repeated something 
lira very serious siri§i..g manner, win n the people appealed 
particularly Solemn ; after ^wliicli the service coucluded. 
It appeared all to consist of forms without any instruction. 
How diflcient the iciiigdom of Christ!— according to which 
mere bodily exe^i jise profitetb little.’* 

CHAP. XLI, 

' 1'01/age to El/gland. 

, ; Aftek settling a variety of conrevns, «tlie sailing of a 

.'fleet for En^lan^, mitler convoy of the Lion of (it gun-., 




was announced for the I3th of February, on wbich morn- 
nig I went on board the bug Venus, romnianded by Cap- 
tain fCil^oui, accompanied by several (nends. We^ got 
under weigh about eight in the^morning, when my friends 
M(ssr'.. Read, buncan, Sheppard, &c. Jook leave, and re- 
nnned to the shore* Our fleet consisted of nine sail besides 
ihe Commodoie. After pa^ising the north snie of Rohm • 
Island, we got into the open ocean with a iair. wind, and • 
s^oon lost sight of Cap^-town, an«l biffore evening of Africa 
also, a country for the welfare of which I think I shall feel 
inteKbted as long as J five — a country in which I have spent 
the niobt memorable tiiontbs in my life, ai]id I hope that 
good etlcets Mill ultimately be produced by my visit. 

On the next day, I had a very nariow escape, while 
willing in the cabin, for by the piteliing of, the ship a 
heavy chan o'l deck was diivc^i through thcsky-light, wj^iich 
was open, and struck me on the head; but in consequence 
of its falling in an uicliiied direction, the wound was slight 
compared with what it might have' been. 

On the 20tli jv^e crossed the tiopic of Capricorn, just at 
the time of oui woiship on dMi, winch the passengers and 
ftfainen attcnikd, and which they continued legularly to 
d(; ill Ihe rest of the vo^vigc, on the sabbath: th»-y also 
ft reived tracts and books, which most of them road with 
apparent attention, ^ t 

On the 34th in the morning we observed^ a mass of 
thick clouds far a-hrad, i^hicli tlie^ captain supposed 
were attracted by the island of St. Helena, winch ni the after- 
noon was found to be the case, for the high land was visible, 
but being too distant to loach it duriii^ddy-light, the fleet 
stood off to windward during the night, expecting to reach 
the roadstead in the morning. i ^ 

Day-light. next morning gave us a line view of the south ** 
side and east end of the island, which had a bleak appea?- 


ance, and seemed inaccessible a^t all points. ^Lt ten, we 
descried about ten ships l^ing at anchor, tfnd at noo^i we 
anchored among them opposite to Jaines-town. Thus in 
twelve days we had sailed more than sixteen l/uiid red miles, 
having had a fair wind the whole w ly. ^ 
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When the ship was moored, the Captain, Mr. Beck, and I 
went ashore, and dined with Mr. Hasue from London, when 
we f^und that some of the Indiamen in the roads had been 
wailing for convoy, three. Tour, five, and one of them, six 
months, winch hai|[ cost some of them four or five thousand 
poumls, besides greatly damaging their cargoes^, and being a 
great additional expense lo the passengers, about thirty 
shillings a, day each ; infants at I he breast are charged ten 
oi; fifteen shillings a difjr. 

Both the clergymen of the island, the llev. Messrs, Boys 
and Jones, kindly invited rne lo tak^ up my residence with 
them. l.lp(fgcd with the former during my stay. 

2(ith. mr. Boys accompanied me on a ride into the conn*- 
tr}'. We left James-tovvn at eleven, A.M. when we instant- 
ly began to^asceud tke almost perpendicular side jf Ladder 
Hill, by a zig-/.ag path, cut qu 4: of tlio rock witjj great labour. 
T’hc])ath is secured by a parapet wall on the outside, 'fo a 
stranger the road has a most terrific appearance, especially 
if he looks directly dowif upon the town as he aRcends. Our 
road w^as up hill for more than an hour. ^lany gentlemen’s 
seats on the sides of the moufttains, and the winding patln. 
to them, rendered the, scenery very picturesque, andpiiiti- 
cularly gratifying on lauding fror^ the sea. Plantulion Hou5>e, 
tfie seat of the governor, is a neat, plain building, pleasant Ij. 
sitiuiliid among trees, bavyiig a fine view of the ocean. 1'lie 
fuize and the bramble bushes, imported from Europe, grow 
abundantly all over^he island.* 

halted for some time Colonel Smith’s charming 
place, where he has extensive gardens and orchards, laid out 
witli groa^ taste by. himself. The peaches were so abundant 
tliat part of .them were consumed by the swine. We next 
y i^ted Dr. Bahlon^ whom I ^d seen in Scotland, who on 
; ^ount ofa pulmonary complaint has resided oiglrt yeais on 
Ahe island, kept alive by the. salubrity of the air ami unifor- 
. mity of t|jeclimate,* the thermometer being seldom under 
7P or higher •than SO. ileturned to Jaines-town before 
ftun-set. ■ f • ^ 

a: til. Heard Mr* Bovs preach in the moniinff. and Miv 
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Jones in t!ie evening. Both were evangelical discourses ; 
and I was sorry to observe so few of the inhabitants of the 
town attending, except children and soldiers : the rest seem- 
ed chiefly to be strangers belonging U the ships. Glad, 
however, was 1 to find such do<?trine preat lied at St. Ifclena. 

On the 2Sth, after dinner, rode out with Messrs. Boys and 
Ilastic, to taken View of Sandy Bay, wh*ere there is the most 
romantic scenery in the island. The mountains form a very^ 
majestic amphitheatre, decorated Vith various gentlemen’s 
seats. Wc halted for some time at one oftliem, Mr. Dove- 
ton’s, who, though nearly seventy years of age, has never 
departed from the island. I’he ride home, over the moun- 
tains, was so fatiguing,ithat on arriving I could hardly dis- 
mount ; and Mr. B. must have felt much the same wearn 
ness, as in consequence of the ride he was unable to sup 
with ns at Jlr. Jones’s, The most distant port of the island 
liom Joincs-jown is only uiqe miles, consequently a longer 
journey cannot be taken ; of course the ideas of the itfhtives 
respecting travelling must* he very limited. 

A gentleman on the island haii^a son monied in England. 
On hi-s death, l/is widow and childi*i?n came out to bis father 
at St. Helena, who coinpl.^ined at the Governor’s table of 
licr extravagance, in consequence, js he, thought, of having 
travellerl all over fiiiglanV ; for, said he, she had fifteen 
miles from London 1 A lady of the island also renrarked, on 
some occasion, what a bustle London muct be in when the ^ 
India ships arrrive., Little did she iniagine that few indivi- 
duals, except those immctfiately concerned, Ifnow any thing 
of the matter. ^ 

There are about three thousand inhabitants on St, Helena, 
aboutsixtecn hundred of whom are military. ^The military, 
arid the ships that arrive, are the chief sources of supfwrt 
to the island. The late order for the India shipfeto rendez- • 
vous at tl^eCape, instead of St. Helena, will ccftaiulj^iiTjure 
the island, except as a military stalioiu The*inliabit5ints, . 
who cannot rear fowls, must be ctmteiit to live chiefly on 
salt provisions. I visited an eVcellent public school for the 
instruction of childreh belonging to the poorer^ classes 



358 VOYAGE TO ENGLAND, [ISl L 

0 i 

of society under the tuition pf a worthy man. There arc 
visible proofs all over the island that it has been produced 
by voFcanic eruptions. 

The fust day of March being fixed for the fleet to sail, the 
Commodore fired a gun in the morning, as a signal for all to 
get on board. About eleven, I left the friendly bouse cf Mr. 
Boys, accompanied by him and his colleague Mr. Jones, and 
Ensign Armstrong, whose friendly attentions also I shall not 
‘soon forgit. On reaching the pier, I found our ship’s boat 
'wailing for tne, when, \¥ith painful feelings, I parted from 
thesie kind friends and went on board. At noon the fleet, 
which now consisted of twenty-one tail, got under weigh 
with a gentle breeze, which gradually removed us from St. 
Helena till it was no longer visible. 

On the morning of the ninth we discovered the island of 
Ascension, about forty miles to the N. W. which is about 
eight hundred miles from St. Helena. The cry of “ Land” 
madei,every sleeper rise, and run to see it. At four, being 
within a few miles of the island,* several of us were ready to 
go on shore to catch turtle,, but a strange ship appearing to 
the eastward, the Commodore by signal ordered all to hold 
on their course, while he, with fast-sailing Indiaman, went 
in pursuit of the strange sail ; so our turtle expedition was 
frustrated. At sun-set wc wereo.^lered by signal tolie-to 
durmg tfie night, when our little brig had a narrow escape 
from being run by one of the large Indiamen. We 

were detained till noon ne>tt day, as we supposed, for the 
turtle catchers*, and having no expectation ofa share, we 
were grumbling at the detention, and began to calculate 
how much expense was incun'Cvi by the fleet losing eigh- 
teen hours iu officers and seamen’s wages, and interest of 
value of the cargoes ; and ^concluded that the six turtles 
, which were caught would cost England two thousand 
pom^s : but the idea of this loss ^lever would ba^ie occurred 
^ to any on board, had \ve b,een perinitted to go on shore. Two 
sleeping turtles passed .pur ship withih afew yards, hut b6- 
in^ judged about ^ix or seveti hundred pounds weight, they 
'0STe tfD heavy to be lifted into a' boaj-, and were, with a 
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general grudge, allowed to pass undisturbed. The spaall 
island of Ascension can never be inhabited, as it contains no 
spring of water, and the surface is almc^t entirely covered 
with a kind of cinder, on wbich|there is ;iOt the smallest 
verdur<jj It is inhabited chiefly by sea fowls and female 
turtles, who Repair thither to deposit thoir eggs; but how 
such a stupid-looking animal ^can find out this speck of, 
land, in so extended an ocean, is tauiy wonderful : if it be 
by scent, one would suppose they e(jiild only smell it when ' 
on a line v/ith it to the north, as the wind there always blows 
from the south : if tl^e island gives a taste to the water for 
many miles round, and that taste be stronger as the island 
is approached, still the currents would be an obstruction to 
finding it out by taste. 

Wlien within about five degrees of the line, the water 
througli*wliich Uie ship passed was at night so illuminated, 
that it secrnol as if mingled* with fiery meteor, and c<iyld a 
person have sal steadily on the helm, I think he might have 
read large print. We took up a lit^tle of it, which, after hav- 
ing examined by a magnifying glasi, we concluded was the 
spawn ofsomeYish. We observed many white spots in it, 
which appeared to be the embryo of fishes. This matter does 
not shine except when agitated by the breaking of a wave, 
or the motion of a ship forced against it. On puttibg spme 
of it into our hftids,. it lost the luminous^ appearance, but 
when held up, it was restored. • • 

On the 16th, during the*night, we crossec^the line, with 
light winds attended with squalls, and the swell soon began 
to come from the N.E. Obr cabin, wdiich had lately been 
painted of a French grey colour, became black irom the 
influence of the heat upctfi the -cargo, especiajly tlie sugar. 
Most of us had what is called the prickly heat, or rash, re- 
sembling measles, all o\tr our 8kir>, which, •though-not 
painful, produced a:^)||jpstant desire to rub it. On the 18th 
we were much amused .by several beautiful dolphins, follbw- 
ing and playing about the ship. They^app^ared in the 
water of a verdigjis green, and sometioies of a teautiful 
brown coloifr. After several unsuccesirful throws of the 
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harpoon, the captain at Icngtli struck it into one, and 
broujiht iton deck, to the no small gratification of such ot 
us ns 1) id not seen one before. \Vc all pronounced it a 
niost^camplete beauty, not inferior to any creature on land, 
not excludingVie golden pheasant, or the bird of paradise. 
The back was ds^rl^, green, mixed with large blue spbt^, in 
the middle of which was a ted spot like a drop of blood - 
' the green as it d^pended^ gradually became lighter till lost 
tin the colour of t^e finest gold — this yellow became paler 
tilk lost in white, which'was the cobur of the belly. 1‘lic 
fins w^cic equally ornamented. The of the fintst 

symmetry, ft was about three feet aild a half long. When 
cut up, one large and several small flying fishes were found 
in its stomach. When boiled it was nearly as white as snow 
under the skin, and had a delicate taste. 7'lie licav<'n*^ arc 
generally clodded neat the line, which serves as an umbrella 
to protect from the burning rayc of a vertical sira. 

On tlie 2 1st the sun Crossed the equator 1 liad an op- 
portunity to see verified Dr. Franklin’s assertion, that oil 
thrown upon agitated water will smooth it.- ASouth-Sia 
whaler near us pumped out her bilge water, w hich wafr mix*, 
cd with oil, wdien the sea, for a (Quarter of a mile behind her, 

, became as smooth as glyss. On the 31st, we passed, about 
a thousand miles to westward of rue Cape tie Verd Islands. 

On the 4th of April wc crossed the tropi(| of Cancer, and 
entered Jhe temperate zone^ plcasfil to leave the torrid be- 
hind us, when^ some on board said they began to smell lai- 
ropqan air. On the 7t\\, though at a great distance from land, 
we observed much sea-weed moving past us. A whaler ran 
foul of us, which for some 'ininutes excited considerable 
alarm ; but providentially we got disentangled without sus- 
taining matetial injury. About Sne in the rnofning of the 
8tlyil|^were \vaked fre^'m sleep by^i sudden and violent gust 
of w'rnd,‘which carried, away the gafij^r upper bdom of our 
mauisai I, and caused the overthrow. '^^chairs, &c. in our 
l^in. It lasted only about ^ve minutes. 

On tlje'lOth, rfodut; eleven, AiRL the .Commodore hung 
out a signal, that he supposed astorrfl >vas. approaching 
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from the N. W, for which all the ships prepared. About 
noon, as we were preparing for worship on the Lord's 
day, the storm commenced, and blew' very hard, especi- 
ally after suu-set. Being in a =iou#id sleep during the* 
uight, I heard nothing of th<> storm, thougl) it hafi occa- 
s-ion^ly blown with great violence. We were lying-to, 
under only one reefed topsail, and the sea running very high. 

At five in the afternoon the captain called mtj on dect, 
to witness, before the day ligbt*was gone, the awful gran- 
deur of the ocean, and the rollii^ of the shfps around us. 

A more majestic and sublime scene than such a storm, ui the 
inidi't of the ocean, Purely cannot be seen. Though twenty 
large slops surroundtd us, yet frequently not one of them 
was visible from our dock, in consequence of the great 
lioiojjt of the intervening waves. The sea seemed full of 
rage jj^nd fury, threatening to destroy all who had dared to 
v(‘nturo 0 % its surface. \ viewed the scene with cxtrenic 
iiiU rest, as an exhibition of the great Crea tor V power, 
and expressed a wish that my friends in London could be 
gratified with a panoramic view% of it. The foam from the 
sea, blown ‘ihoqt in all directions, added greatly to the 
gloominess of the scene. ^ 

About nine o’clock at night,^tlic Captain again invited 
me on deck to view thVscene with the additional gloom of 
night. 'I’hc appearance was terrific. Wonderful tlmt our 
iittle brig was not dashed intoa thousanApieces! ^ 

l«2th. The wind continues violent all night, and in the 
morning only two shipsVere observed from our deck. At 
nine, several other shipj were seen from the mast head, 
towards which we made and in the afternoon we re- 
joined the fleet. In tlie eteuirig the wind began to abate, ^ 
though the sea retained |ts former commotio^. 

At four o’clock on pe morning of the 16th all were 
roused from their sliimi|er by a suuden and Violent gu.st of 
wind, which caused mupli confasion while iblasted, which * 
happily was not long. At eight gale of wind rose from 
the N.E. opposing directly our farther piogress. At eleven, 

T had no^oonei* reached the deck, to view the majestic 
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scene that surrounded us, than, a sea broke completely over 
the vessel, from stem to stern, when all were drenched with 
its contents. Towards evening the gale began to abate. 

5Jlst,^ tlaving hearaor read that if a corked bottle were 
.sunk (ifty or sixty fathoms in the Qcean, however tight, the 
cojk might be, the ijrCvSsure without would drive the cork 
into the inside of the bottle, on mentioning it to the captain, 
be readily consented to inajce an experiment,* which proved 
the accuracy pfthe assertion. 

Oij tlie-29lh our •Coiniiiodore spoke with an English fri- 

« We drove a cork very ti^ht into an emp\y bottle. The cork 
was so targe that more than half of il couli^ r.ot be driven into tlie 
neck of the bottle. We then tied a cord round the cork which we 
also fasiteued. round the neck of the bottle, to prevent the cork 
linking dowiii and put a coat of pitcli over the whole. By means 
of lead we sunk it in the water. When it was let down to about tlie 
depth of fifty fathoms, the captain said he w'as sure that the bottle 
had instant aheously filled ; on which be drew it up, wltt-ri we found 
the corl^ driven, down into the inside, and of course the bottle was 
full of water. 

Wg prepared a second bottle exjictly in tlie same way, only 
,\vith thc'addition of a sail net'dle being passed through the upper 
part of the cork, which rested on the mouth of the kottle, and all 
completely pitched over. When aU>nt fifty fathoms down, the 
cajdain called out ns before, that he felt by the sudden increase of 
weight that the bottle was fi'ded, on wlpch it was drawn up. W« 
were not a,., little surprij^ed to find the <t)rk in the same position, 
and nr part of the pitch broken, yet the iKittle was full of water. 
None of ns could conjecture how the water got in. There was no 
*part of tli% pitch open that wovld admit the point of a needle* 
Supposing the pitch and cork both porous, it does not appear 
easy to account for a quart of water^ passing so instantaneously 
through so small a space-^the porousness of the glass seems to be 
the only consideration by which Wv, cad' account for the fact. 

I do not know whether the saine*experinient as the second wajs 
ever tried before,, and, therefore, for the satisfaction of the curious 
and inquisitive, 1 shall subjoin Unswe^. to as many inquiries as 1 
think tliey would make, were I present f ith thein. 

Ar^ you positively ct?rtiqn thc^e was inA water in the second bottle 
before |?ie corit was put into it ? Positf/ely certain. 

Did^%e cork/'oinpletely fill .the neck ' of the bottle ? The cork 
was ptii'poscly chosen rathec larger than suited the bottle, and not 
jnojre than one of it, as on jthc first experiment, could be 
fo&d into it. Likewise to render it still more difilcult to bo 
fo^P do\f’ii, it vvas firmly lied to the fteik of the bottle with h 
I smail cord. . * 
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gate ; and on the succeeding morning, at six o clock, the 
Carmarthen Indiaman, after hailing us, and finding we had 
heard no news, telegraphed as follows : 

Peace with France 1 ? * 

Bonaparte dethroned ! ! ! 

Bourbons and Stadtlnddcr restored 1 
France ronquereti ! » 

' The allies in Paris ! ! ! 

We, who had heard nothing d Europe later than in’ 
September, 1813, were overwhelmed with astotnshiiicnt oiiT 
receiving, in the course of a few minutes, such extraordirrary 
and unexpected tidit^'s ; we were like men that dreamed. 
After congratulating each other upon the news, weall felt 
a strong desire to know' the particulars which led to such 
singular events ; but for this we were obliged to exerci{>e a 
little patience till we should reach some English port. 

At dne, P.M. vve got soundings at'iiinety fivilioms, a prdof 
we were nofat a great distance from land. The greascj^l h*ad 
brought up brown sand :• we now viewed ourselves as sail- 
ing over the foundation of the island of Britain. 

May 1st. At seven, A. M. a ?iinssian vessel passed near 
us, and at ten, an English^brig, which confirmed the news 

Did tltc piercing of the cork witlu so large a needle as a sail 
needle not split it ? Th'^^captaiii did it cautiously to prevent 
that, and succeeded in not injuring it. * 

Are you certain that every part of tlie <-ork, and especially 
round the immth of tliq bottle, ^was covered with pit^-h ? Yes, ^ 
and also about an inch lower down with a tlnck crust of pitch- 

Was the state of it particiAarly examined wheiftaken up ? Yes, 
by the captain, Mr. I5eck a pabsenger,< and by myself, aad we 
observed only one hollow jjiirt in tlie pilch, about the size of a 
pin’s head, that had been a bubble iii the pitch, the top of which 
was broken, but the bottom remained covered with pitcli. 

I preserved the b^^tle in,^e very stHte*in which it was taken up, 
till the vessel arrived in tlfe London Docks, but* the cabin boy 
broke it by letting it fail wJihn carrying it to my house in London. 

The ey»peiiment was nmde about eigta hundred raik^l.Athe 
westward of Morocco, in eglm weather. The lead which sunk 
the bottle was the same that is used* for trying soufid^ings, and thef 
line the same used on such occasions. * It was a vv'iue botth*. ^ 

Captain Kilgour, of the Venus, was eqm^ly anxious with m\> 
self to make the |xpei4ment. Both of us were so satkfied that 
every thing was correctly done, that we did not deem it necessary 
to make a third trial, 
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of the precedin/:^ day. At noon, soundings wcjxe foutiti at filiy- 
five fathoms : at the bottom there were shells and roiuid 
stones. 1 preached, in allusion to the news, from Acts viii. 8. 

2d. The morningSighl discovered lo us the British sliorc, 
near t6e Land’s End in Corrfvviill, which was not an unwel- 
come sight, especially as we had seen no land since 
the small island of Ascension on the lOLh of March. Before 
evening w'e entered the chops of (he channel. 

, 3d. We were all day beating up channel against adverse 
WMnds, which increased the day advanced. About ouc 
1\M. the Commodore hung out a signal, auvising all ships 
who thought they could make Plymouth harbour to try it, 
when o,urs happily effected it ; though others of the fleet 
were obliged to run back for Falmouth. At five, we cast 
anchor within a mile of the town of Plymouth ; but the w ind 
IiIqw so violently it was impossible to get ashore, till next 
day about two o’clock in the afternoon, when / once more 
landed'^ on British ground; and as the Annual Meeting 
of the Missionary Society w^as to take place on the following 
Wednesday, I took my pftfisage in a London coach which 
set off next morning at seven, in which I, x/iid my young 
African friend Mr. Beck, arrived’ safe at five on Saturday 
morning, at the inn in Ead-lane, and soon after at my own 
house, w'here I was thankful lo trtid my friends in good 
health, of whom I had heard nothing for about a year. 

V c 

, POSTSCRII^. 

I cannot c]os>e this account of iny journics in Afiica, without a 
grateful acknowledgment if the valuahle information and assist- 
ance I derived from my friend and fellow-traveller Mr. Kead. 
My thanks are also due to Mr. Arneerson, who accompanied me 
from Griqua town to Latta^oo. I am^Iso under obligation to the 
Griqna Cbieis, and Bern ; to Jaa Vendridh, a Griqua ; and to 
various ilotteutots of the company, fdio had been in Caffruna. 

I am,als;p iiiuph iftdebtetj for \ seful wsistance to all the ihission- 
arif s laNamacqualand. , p • ' 

^ Above ail,. I ascribe praise «and glory; to Him who iuclim d me 
to untlcilake the journey ; ;vho directed and preserved me through 
whole of it; who watched o/ er my affairs while absent from 
ho/no ; and at length tfestored me in safety and health to my friends 
Wd' flock;- ‘ ^ /* 
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CHAP. 1. * 

MISCKI-LAJiliOl'S ACCOUNT OF CAFFRARIA. 


yikV//»‘ion— Marriages — SMniess — Haniing,' • 

I‘'T?AHIA conur.cnt A at the (ireat Fi^h River* whuh *iivi«^€S it from Al- 
I).iny 111 ll’c Colony, and nin^ alo'ig tbe Indian OcfHii, in a N# K. direction# to 
riic llivcr IJabsee, which difldes it from the TamboMkie country. It does not 
extend iiiOH' than seventy miles up the country, or to the west , at least at the 
lOMib end of it, bi iiig separated fioin tl’c Colony and r»ii.slimini couiilry on that 
side by a chain of mountains. It abounds with mountains, woods, and water, 
aud i. f.ir inoro pojnilous than citln r the Uuslrtncu, CoramiH* o'" Namacqua 
coMdiK'-. I Ilf* penplc nl«o arc taller, robust, and more industrious. 

Ill Her .d'.ipcd men 1 never saw. They area warlike rae^, and many of them 
.11* ^u'.itiv iiiriioted to p'.uudetiiig^ T,ike the Chiiif.se, tbey coaSider all other 
)u;ople lulVrii)]* Id (hv msolvps, and suppose that Viuropcans wear cUwCS merely 
nil aci'ouot of haviivi feeble and ^i^•kly bodies. 

riic^ bavo siMividy any i<*lis;ionj but sf^meof them piofess to believe tliat. 
some guMt being came ln>m .nlxive, aad jfhideihe world, aliei which he returned, 
*nid e,ired no more about il. It is v<m'V pro’fable that even this feeble ray of light 
was obtained b>*means of their iriiercouise with the Ttutch boors dining several 
a;;e'>. ’/’hey eon .ider man as on levrd with the bnite> with regard to the duraA 
nf hi.? Ik in;.:, mi tliat when ho is dead there is an < od of his cjds eiiee. 

When I enquired of. some of our llotteiitc^s who bad liv(*d arnon;j; tlie CaffrCs* 
if they had iiiiv I’oujci lures au^iiig tlieni conecruinsj; the nature of the heavenly 
bi'dii:-, they said the Caifres lAl riot allow llicir thoughts to c.UenA so far as the 

't.ll'S. V , * 

lake the MalcJmppees, they have circumcision ainoiig tiu’iri, tiiougli ignorant 
i.f wiiat gavoTtfe to the custom. 'I'tuy peifoviii tin* cercriiouy on their vo.i;^g 
men at the auci'f fiuirtecn years, or rnore. For this purpose they aiv cau"ll^^ 
for they seldnin submit willingly, and bioughtintq ahoi|i>e, wlnm the opei jiuju 
is forcibly jiPiformcd ; after which they are not persn.lled to sn ep idl they are 
healed, and to keep thorn awake, nieij are oinjii-Ayed to beat I.k wi oit thi* eiu.s 
of their ringci>. One man pci f%n:l^ this otfiee tor a considei-ibh* tti‘«trrci, and is 
paid for his trouble by a calf or 4 ui|asyigay. 'Ibcy uiuil) tbe pen son over with 
Kliiie, so that our HoU»^‘ntots sam, he looks like the dtA d- 1 hex furiiisU 

him with an apron made fiom ^bat which artws m the ftveisof l^uniaria, and 
tlie Vourig men, tlui"' j-ainted n f\ dresM’-d, dance together a distance from the 
Kraal, HrwJii. h they ai “ not a milted till perfectly recoveied. When recovered, 
they wash oiT the cley in the si tlr, and icetuve each a new gaiiuenl as a present 
IroiivlUe yomciv. 'I hen the ii» whieU tluA^ were eouftae»l anofestfty thing 
ill It i<? bmn< d j afuu- which a ' foung female is presented to e/ich J rtud being now 
cmisid-Tcd as mt n, tlu’V aie allowed to e.ft. some parts ot a fecast, whieti ace fqr- 
bidilci. till thai I c ■> is performed: When llic,sou of a Caffie chief is ciri^incised, 
he becomes cliM l all the youth of tlie same age and under, and bR father^ 
l.iini Ills, aulhoi it y over all olbeis : thus the power ’ji diviifed between the father 

lud his clde''t ‘^uii- , f * 1 1 

When a (Vine wis’dcs to marry, be invites the female to whom he is partial 
to b«sh..\i.,c, and make,, a teasu U pleased with ho iiesotiutei with the 
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parents to marry her, ubich iicgotiaiion chiefly relates to i®hc number of cattle 
to be given for her j — if successful a clay is appointee] for the celebration of the 
nnpiials. (hi the nioiningof that day she appears, with only a little dress, in 
presence of the whole Kraal, walking pabt each person, with companions on each 
r.9ide of her. 'llicn she turns her back towards her parents, intimating that tu be 
the last time they shall see h^r in that state. Cattle arc now killed, when they 
feast anrlrJance a$long as they last. 

Polygamy IS veiy general among them- The common people have^idonj 
more than one or two wives, but their chie^ usually four or five. 

When a CafFre is sick, ih^y generally send for a person who is considered as a 
physician, who pretends to extract from the body of the sick, serpents, stones, 
bones, •jtc. At other times he beats them on the elbow, knees, and end of their 
fKigrrs, tilt (as our Hottentots expressed it) these arc almost roiten — they some- 
tijnes also kilt cattle in the way of sacriflee for the person— at other times the 
doctor pretepds to'drive out the and to kill hiaK 

When theii’ chiefs arc long sick, 'they suppose it to be Ov/lrg to the condnet of 
some perston in the Kraal. To find out tliis person they cmpi^ y some woman 
who isreporb'd to be a witch, who, when the people dfa called out, walks round 
and round them, until she fixes upon the supposed culprit, and points him out ; 
on which ants, fbimed into balls are hiouglit, xvhet^ one ball is put liclween the 
upper part of his thighs, and one under each armpit, to bite and torment b.rn till 
he confo^'Ses ; immediately on which be is put to death wiihout mercy. When 
Congo, a chief, was sick, he employed one of thebe women to find out the ag- 
proRsor. She selected a Hottentot who pretended to be a doctor among them.. 
He sVas instantly ‘.lain. Ills widirw is servant to one of our MissionKric?. ** 

When Gika, the pi^sent king of the Caflfres. was sick, he attnluited it to the 
enchari'raents of persons who disliked him, however he would nof permit them 
jto be put isn death . 

They are very expert in binding up a broken lt?g or arm. One of onr Hotten- 
tots hioke his arm in Catfraria, and had it well set and curcxl by a CaiTre. 

'Hiey have a barbarous custom of c^awsing their sick friends, who, in their 
opiniun, are not I kely to recover. They carry them to bu.shes at a du^iance fioin 
theKiaal, wUerfMliey leave them, cither to be devoured by \ifMd beasts, or to 
die r)f want. While Congo with his Kraal rcsid^il for some time on the gromulR 
of Hethebdorp, JMr, Head heard thcyiiad exposed a woman in (hid manner. He 
went to Congo to inquire into the ti lUh of the report; who assuied him, that two 
•women attended upon her among the bushes. Ili', went and found two women as 
had been ttlat^-jil, but he was not sure that they li^l not been sent while be con- 
versed wi/h the chief. When he told them that that worn an, and all mankind, 
would rise again from the dead, it caused uncommon jay among tlic CalVrcs. 
They said, tiiey should hkt to seetlicir grandfathers, and others (viiuin they men- 
tfuned. CongoSnquired when it would happen, and if it would be soon, but Mr. 
Iteail roiild not gratify Ips wishes on that point. ^ 

Sometimes the exposed person revivt??., and returns to the Kraal; but if be 
docs not recover, he is again carrf^d to the bushes ; and should this be repeated, 
they !^hllt him up in his house with a small ,.ortif ii of victuals, wheu the Kraal re- 
nio\cs to some other quarter. This cruel prf^ctj je is supposed to arise from a 
dread of tlie disease spreading like the plague. VWhen L)r. Vanderkemp w.as in 
Calfiaria, he found they had oth(\* practices aivlogoiKs to this; such as when 
any of them arc in danger of being drowned^ the'^'cst are so terrified 'that they 
will either run from him# Of throw stonea at him ; Kkew^se when a woman is taken 
in labour, every one ruiw from her. X,' 

'Hiey^ Miry none lyit their chid; and their wiver; others are thrown. out to be 
^devoured by the wild hearts. .Should a person di^’acciclentally in his own house, 
the wbote^i rani is deserted. *• 

'iVhepidyitig, they seem totally ijodilTercnt about it, and the spectators appear 
as the dying; yet a Catfre will sometimes mourn for the death of 
a child. Wren hc^does so, he leiives lii.<s Kraal, sepaiates himself from 

and retires into a wood or loiiidy place, wh« re he lircj^K^^i^ioutli or 
manner of a hermit; after which he thrown awa^ bis clcik and begs 
/^r^l^tnother, on oht lining whicli he returns to his home. 

^ '^Many of the CalTt e.s li'.tvel in'o Ihccouniries which surround thein> som^:ti^acs 
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l^to pliinderj at otlrr time^ iiiPrely to uralify curlQsIfcyt and lo bi’ir^ back any 
thing they ludgc yseful or curioii*^* 'I lu^y uhv lys travt*] o.irryin.; no 

more than th or rloak to silci'p in ilniing Ihe night. On their return they entcitain' 
their friends oy relating the ino>t ininuie eirenmsl.ince U»/it happened — whejc 
and what th»y aie» where and what kaiJ of w,iiejf they <hank, ami everything 
they saw or heard, and he Avho docs not do so . d<'‘*pi'sC(t, When n^iy of them 
have visited Cape-town, on then reluin llu-y need to describe how the 
ditssed, how they washed their mouths, Uicir hoiisv^t, fltc. but ueror imitated 
or ei^dcavouied to intraduce any of their ou«toin'«. Th»»y expressed surprise at 
many things which they saw, but never tliink the* whife men are more wise or 
skilful than themselves, for they suppose they could do alftthai the white men do 
if they chosen. ^'hey consider reading and wriiing as insigiiifKlftint tliiuesof no ase. 

'J’hey are remarkable for retaining lliehillory of their for-Tathers, their former 
kings a. id chiefs, and can i c late them with great distnudnoss.* When alone, tflicy 
frequently repeat all they know of former nges, and of friends ifrlio are dead, 
and sonii'times weep while doing so. * * 

Nothi ig is more disgr:icef«il among the Caftres than for a man 'o lose or throw 
away his sniL-ld. O.ie oftiur riolteutots when in CaftVana, observed' a Caffre who 
XV .as as < h‘ver as any of them, never allowed lo a.ssociate with tliem, and often 
wondi'rod wliat eovdd be thu rcASuii of his disgrace— Uie Caffre told him it was 
becaiij-e he had once fh*owu away Ids shield to ^ax^c his life. 

They are very fuuhfiii ‘o anv trust reposed in them. Should they get any thing 
to cany to Cujie-tO'vii, our Hottentots said they would lather lose every thing 
th* y had, lutii lint thing wi n wIik h they were eitf rusted, and so disappoint the 
sende^. Mr Head .s .id he had m ni many artitiles hy thegi to their chiefs, ami 
they were alu.ivs f.iilhfullv delivt'ied — hut they have not heen very faithful to 
tlio [)K>ni''.i «■ 4u*y I'ave made to llff'Cnpc government, having often l^ken them. 

oiany '.fthem are u'ry liospttahle to strangers, not waiting till fney a^k for 
Tii'litais, hut lvriM!<tn<, it of llieit own accoid, and setting it before them, and al- 
way.<^ ol the Im\si ’h *y Inve, 

They . oer gi a (ishing, fish being reci^ned unclean, as are also tame fowfa, 
<?\v'ne, iki' 'I’hey have no canoes or boats^ioven to cross a river by ; this they 
pcilV 'f hv fy-lig recds togi tin r, on which they are floated o^er. 

^’hev often hunt wdd beasts, hUa whole lOaal turning mil, and forming a circle 
round a laige tree Lof land, aud by gradually drawing in the eireje. they enclfi'-e 
ewr\ be .sr vh;.‘i» h.oppcns to be in lhat part^wiihin a narrow space. "VVlieii ihia 
IS elle. li d. Tie v ItiO’c one nariiw opeuiug, to which when the animal is adv.m* 
cing. they shooi iiirn. (>fi oiVf of these occasions they happemift to cnclostj a 
▼cry la’sic ostrich, who advanced (piickly to the opening in the circle SfCotTi.es, 
and witli one strike of his foot, struck dead theCalfrcy ho was ncjttsl him, which 
exf it»*d )»niv*j;‘.rfl abnu ; and lo this day. wiren a t^'lt^re pass^f t!ie spot, Iff: 
makes a h»w bow au .u't of i<;vereiic<^to it. Similar re^’pect i'*]iaid t»j an anchor 
that was fast upon tlieii coast, l^e’onging to the DodingMn or Hio.ivenor India- 
man, wrecked ther-', which a''*»se from the following i irouiitst.Tnc'-- A nrion who 
had wrought a wh.nc day, endcdvouiing lo bt^ak off apiece otiroufiurn the an- 
chor, happened to <lie that sanu-exening. The CertVes supposing that his dc.hth 
was ocL'asionerl by something wliiih i^io.-eedcd from the aiirhor, not one of them, 
has ventured to touch it ever slice, but cveiyoue makt'S his obeisance to it a* 
he passes. They are very snpeistJimis. Shouhl rfpeiw.n holongiiig toany Kraal be 
killed by lightning, none of the ^tber Kraals will associate x^^th that, accounting 
them an abomination. '7 

Sometimes, in order to catclr^^me, they make an enclosure with one ej^trance, 
ox'er whicli tliey place a large b'^'W, as an aicb^ with the sri^ig ox(?nded on aj 
catch! The creatine entering, jflnd treading on a certain -tick lu'id in his 
the siring comes vdih violence fjim utf the^ratcli, .‘iid sUspemts him in llig air. • 
When the wolf is troublesome, they su.spem^d piece of flesjh on a ]|pugh, aud 
plate an assagay or .spear in tlie ground, Uiat Ihc wolf xxlieiyeapihg to catcliKfff 
flesh may fall upon It, * • 
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CHAP. II. 

' Tradiliotit—^/tmusemeuls — Puniuhnuints, See. 

• 

THE CafFies have a traditi6fi among them', that when some partiriilai ch * 4' 
dieis they ohoiitd drive an ox over Ins and split his horns and that. afU'i '' 

wards this ox should hf‘ sacred, and die of oM »<.!■-. On his death his hones must 
be burned to ashes, smd saluted in a .solemn iJiuimei. [ could not leain re- 
sult was ixpeeted from tlicbe fjiinahties. 

They have likewise tradition, that their oxen originally oatne on]L of a hole In 
the 'J'aihUookie c-onutry, to which the C'alVres coiitinoc armuany to j>ay a tiihate 
of ‘gratitude for ibis^hles.mg. c 

JTiieir cbit'f atnu^eiihuit i', dancing; tlic ni< n on one. part, the women on the 
olher— 'the f^* mer * pnuii; up and d^iwn, the latter ^mly make motions with Iheit 
heads. » Whilt; dancing they ha'vl 1 a dwgusliog n» tniu r. They likewisf-- 
use iiisti'iumnls of inugif. One is a bow wth a piece of quiM hxert ncai one eii^^ 
of the string, on whirh ihfy tilovr, which makes an agreeable Su. iid. 'riu* \vo^ 
men have a calabash limig to a bow siring, on winch Ihcv heat, and ^ir.c m hai^*> 
iiiony with tho heating. ‘Hie wnuis they use art uaicc^ * i fn/ud?;, riM-r.*., 
and plactH they ran rerolfect; having no soug.j. They .ds.i make a ki'.J of floip 
from tlie thigh hone of sown- aMmal, with win h they v u' 1 .i lo » acli other ol 
vunuus ailaii's, such as'wheit a meeting of the Kraal 

In time of peace the Culfres are Ibiin of their cliiidr 'o, 'nv :» lime of war 
fliey appear rrgyi'dless of tliem, tzaking their wives wiUi riieun, but leaving the 
childien to iherr fate.® ! 

Tlie chief anuisements of the children arcwmii.vtiii'; trio imu. h (i'^ilitme '-.{th 
their assak'^'ys and bli'djj*ons. They likow iso (luploy tlo mseiv' s m mpkhig 
little gardens. Many of the boys are ciiipK)yed, m att» udiug t)u‘ ••jtllo. Tiny 
arc- generally obedient and icspectful to their paient^, yrul tllC^lt ,*m* i.ot i-t ttro 
in tli^irpunidimeiiis. ^ 

Eeforethe present reign of Gjka,^,ir a man committed idiilfi'ry, hr* mighi he 
killed by any one who was certain he was guilry; end lieu ci'*t;uni:>tauLe 
of the siaiig liter caiuc to Uie ears of any of lj ^.0 chiefs, they used to say, It is 
right thit such a clou should be killcu, ms there are plenty of young ones, .lUd no 
occasion to take another man’s'Wife. Gika, perhaps from observing that ihts lihei t y 
of putting to death such delinqneut^, or s>ippose<| delinquents, leil to bad v oiusc- 
■ quenceg in nvjiy indanccs, prohibited it and oij’.-red that such cases .^lto^ld be 
brought before hiui%>cir; but when a person tiauogicsscs this order, a present of 
a few oxen will app'^asc the kiiivk*; wiath — iiuiced murder is guiifrally oveilnnki d^ 
and. when punished, it is tbiclly owing to some augravatmg ^'’iTfamsiance in 
Recuse, andHhe pum^hiuent is only fuie. Tin It i'* piinishon also by hue, 
.and sometimes by beating wiih a rod, in which cast* ti.e king is exccniionm. 
When a person is put to death, it is generally Viy cubbing turn with iheir . s!!.a- 
gays, w spears; at other time.s tl®y split a tree m fwo ])ieco.., and bending ihc^e 
backwards, place the oritnnial bclween tbati,^ which bfin« let loosv, crus^h the 
person to death on their ictinuing to llieii' fok.iicr position, or hold him fast idl 
he expires. ' 

Caffres of supericr tajeiita, tjli^covcr their q^periority by making better ^assa- 
gays, or by disuov.ering greatei crp-rme.Hs in th^^JV ing them ; others, in planning 
and making attack]^ Uieir em mice ; otheis,[^hy discovering more art in the 
construction of tl4h%^cris; and some l:kci\'> ? by greater fluency in •peech. 
In tfceir private ^darreU amoyig ihei elves, it ( s not dilJicult to bring tliejii to a 
I reconciliation, which is generally eiVected thelnU rpositicm of friciiA's. 

.There isa rule or law, sanctioned kycusloifl, among the CaflVes, which fall? 
ieyerely upon the poor females ; viz. when a’fatlier dir.';, .di bl.^ prop<a«y is 
by^fts gurvMving brother, '|F ho has left 'one; which p'-opci y apydied 
Somly tp the supporvof the male children'-of the family, and when these come of 
uncle delivers upShe pixipcrty of their father to tliCm— but as for the 
and fatherless danghters, no provision is mode for^hein. This is not v ery 
sur|t|i^gi hii it will be found in every country, civilized as wel? as bsiMlous;; 
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sKat rtien bt'mjj thettrongoF parly, and the makers of th« laws, form them mjr.* 
favoombly toward t)eir uwii sex. Whatever knowledge of good, incu ni SEiv.ig:^ 
couuiries may have lo.st, in all ,tv>iinrrips |1iey have retained 'the knowledge of 
their snperuinly to the other sex, and art accordingly. • 

Tlip (’affres have unhappily discovered a inethodiof making a liquor from corn 
or millet, lescmbling gin, with which il^y frequently intricate thcmfulves, and 
having spoars as their constant companions^ they must m suchcases be Frequently 
voi^- outrageous and dangerous. 

^ ♦ 


cnAP.,111. . 

Dress — Sithsisience — Property — Lioiises---^Anltiiials, * 

'i'HFj t’affre im-u do not encumber thcm^«lves with much dress, itor^’othi'y 
o.'er loi Ihe s.d.c «»f ticcenev, but niciely to piotect tiH'iU'.elves fiom cold ; 

* Tm wlhcfi jiurjiijbc ihpy a closk ma le of cow-skin, which ihoy render ahno'*r- 
'-•itt .lutl jiliahlc as eluth ; others an* iii.idu oi thi* i,kins of wild animals, and all 
hcivf Mio lia r coinpU '.eiy Tak^'U olT Their colour is brown. The cloaks of lii« 
chiefs arc made ot ti:rcr Wlicn it rams at the liino they are to milk the 

cows, tiiry tliiow aside thi.s t loak, because, say they, it is e.isiier to dry our skins 
linn onr cloak'^. They w'imi no con-ring on their hca'Is : they have sondali* on 
{I instead of shooti, ivlinh only proticLlhc sides ii'‘sid<*' the loose cloak 
b.inilaU, iii«' ir;en have uoothci coveiing; ^^hiOli itidicaics a more barl).ltou^' 
't i.c li^Mi .mv otl.i 1 iiai-.on wh.ch I iiave visited. Tlus sla#*of nudity inad»* tin- 
.vj.o, li -'l^f.iltEiko V, wt.u had JPeu a pkiuderirm p.oi y of them, speakofthem 

AS ■ vrl•alc^! s.ivn”i s iiu>y h id ever seen, and it served lo intirnidab^j/fiem wIibo 
1 attack* i! (lit in. Thc\^ cany coiistanlly with ihem a walking stick, a 
lull, atid two ..r ilin’t a^sagays. When tfiey go to war, or to hunt lioiw, they 
I kind M • b’o ji* siiud'js. they .nc Vetnarkahly fond of ornamentt!, havili;.' 
;ni,'s and '• .d-. n-. cici v part of their bodj**^ and on tlio ciowri of the head they 
a (‘"I'c.i *1 j wJs.iii » h.iir, fastened into a handle of brass. Tboir rings are 

(i| I . !'■ V. ! 1 .1", iiitii, &c ^ 

Tiic V emeu wc’ar c.'iuks iT'-’cmbling those used by the men, tied nniml the 
mMdh- of tlu; body hy means of leathern girdley. They generally allow the 
uprter half to hang down hc.liind, ex<vpl in cafrynig their children on their back, 
vvh ntlii'y bung up (heir cloak oler ihem, and tic it round tlicirnecji^ to prevent 
itsfdlitm- Tin y v^ car. caps man^ of the skin ot an animal, which arc Utig, be>^ 
coming: ^ adually nai rower till they ICrminate in a point, which is orriRnicnted 
with rows ot beads. Uulh women and children wear stuiill aprons of skin, of Ih^ 
-ainc kind as trro/caps. They wear ni^.al>rings on their finders and great toe<. 
but no shoe? oi sandals. The richer sort sew rows of hultqn.4 on the backs of 
their cloaks, and on their shoiildiits a bunch of (ails of dmerent animals, espe-* 
rially of tigers and wild cat?. ^ • 

The men, but more frcquintly the women, adur^i their ariu.«, back 5, and 
i»r»*ftsts, witli TOWS of small scart- CUese are formed by picielng the skin with a 
pointed iron, and pulling It forcible uyi under the skin, so as to make it remain 
pn^^inent above the surface. ^ * 

rtby prepare the hides of cow^i^and cx^n, v^ith which t^ytnake their cloaks, 
by fu&t rnhhing off all the flesh and blood fi'om tb« a certain kind of' 

stone';’ after wiiich they lub the haiyy side with is well known in 

the Colony by the name of HottentoCs lig, ttwsf with aftetr wNth' it 

feels siwiDthiiiid soft, and has mqch the appeara^e of bur cloth. ?r, , • V 

The Cadres u><c notables, dibh^ knives,^ or forks tbeintneals,^ brery 
one helps hiin&vdf, by means of witcks, to the meat tiist ig in tne' pot, ndd aatg it* 
in his* hand, They olitairi fire by rubbing ope piece of wood, of a^ fS^tetlp kln^ 
against anniher. Simm however bai^e ^der boxe& which they obtftiir'flrojm fcn!^ 
colony. They have no carriage^- of any kind; tBby^men are lis^iu^ead^' 
carriages, or p:ii k oxen. They have no bent, or other dom,estic forw|s, > 

side-ring' eggb to»be des'^ied for food— nor have they any cats preferring i||mr . 
to be oveiTim with mice. Instead of chairs, they sit upon tke'st;uU$ ' 

with the horns biill united to them. 'I Uey use salt when it can be bhti||a!^'|lput 
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it canoot, t^ey suhstilote fresh coi/ <itiO{f, whKh the Hottentot <Jo to 
thmcley. 'Ihcy are uuacquamied frith the makiii|$ ot bu tfi oi cbee^'* fiom 
milk. 

•Tlie riches ot a Caffro chiefly consist in his cattle, of vhu h Ii> is extiaxa^mily 
fond. He keepe them ai> eavffullv as the miser does his g^ild He iio\ck me? 
them as beaits cf hordik, OKcafit alien U,e is removing from one place tu aiio- 
ther along ait^his Kraal, and then they tarry the milk bags, or skin bags whu h 
contiin milk. He is never more giatified than when lunning before his ei tic 
with his shield, by heating on nhioh the whole are t lught to g illop aftei hit'ii in 
this way he leads tliem out to take exercise, md those ox< It whujh run qintkcst 
on such occasions, are consideied his best, of these be boasts, and treats tluii 
with pceutiar kindness. , 

They chiefly subsist upon inuk, but in part by liuutmg, and by (he pi< 
duet of their^^^aid^ti'i. They stw a species of millet, which is knovni lu tbr (o 
Uny by the name ot Ciffie.coirt. While giowmg, it vety murh it«>( mblc 
Iiidiin corn, only the fiuit grows in clusters, like the g mt , the issm iM 
and 1 und, and when bo led isveiy pilitabU By pai^^hiiu ti i hre dnrin 
ourjuurnev, we found it a very good «>ubalituie for coflic. Jhe Caflnsfii- 
<) irmly biinse t belwccii two stones, and iiake a k n 1 of hii ui fioin it J 
It IS the woik ot the women Ihey si itter the ^eiii on tin I'l'.s, dterwiii 
lht> push if the tiassfioili the suifHic by lut ins ot i km I t w )fkii s,iidi 
sinpiil soriictli flj, like a ^|)ooii at both eiiiN, by whidi opu i uii tin m d tills 
iipni the ground, and i«s c \i ud by the is'^, fiom un hmcith uluih iiillit ii d 
. 11)1 (otLiii gia^s, it afttiwaiiU s{y;iUaup Fhev 'I'so sow pnuik ii ,waii nd 
See i*id MSP various c eget vblcs, wbith giow wild. I ucy i iilti. itt to u* , u ' 
srnoki it, like tnc Matil. ippcos, thiough u^ci in i lioiu. 

'l‘e nwit^spend then dijs iti idUiiiss, ha\ini. no imp >ment but w n, bun 
lag, ind mill ing the cow^. The women mnstrijict the h us s n omu ti i lii 
( ittli, inensils, and ch thes, tjhe\ also till tin ground, md < u n d 1 i ^ 
Itkiwi I nianufactuK mats of rushes, and ue..! baskets, wi >iu t < si i 
lontaiii milk, butuhich aie soldcuf wiaiied oi elemt I < x « { t l>^ he d 
tongues, * 

1 hey can reckon no higher than to *i hundi^Hl To keep riKniinth ui ct 
nniiiber of then i atile, &cu they cut iiotclx s in wood, eai h nuti )i ini lun ^ iii \ 
oi cow. They frequently cross deep livers by dining iii tnc titlh, -ind, lavmg 
hold of then tails, aie dragged ovet by them 

Fhay hav names foi many of the stars, amt know when it is near pl()Uj;ii u" 
time by^he position of some of these. 1 hey c iwsidci i rainy nul ^ di \ asc ii i 
a > ear , so that, when speaking of ^n years, they would siy ten of ibi se tsons 
'Hiey have nev money, bnt»c title, and other articles of subsiatence, aie us( d in iIn 
place, by wrtjr of ex.hange 

Their mrtbodof pnservmg com till it is necessary to iwc it, is some ^b d 
cutiQUs They dig a targe Me in tbe middlu.of then cattle-kraal, tbf entiame 
of wbiah, is nariw, but is enla^<^cd imdei ground, according to ikt st/e leqm 
site to contain tbeir stock. To secure the entrance, they plasti r it trrst ovc \ 
with damp dung of their eattle, overw. ich <^ry dung about a foot in 

depth, which t^uomek so firm that their axlt e when put into the Kraal in tin 
evenings, can walk ever it without its sustaiiviig any in)ury. Why th* y chposo 
their cattlO'kraal tor plaemg magaaioe'i p, 1 could ivot leacOi d K pro- 
bably on account bf ootumenng it Uw most secure place, as then cattle 
being their moiit imhjhle wib be guarded m the iiiybt ticn<-~^i 

becaiCie, ahould ain^^he cattle, ihenoisi tbpy wmtbi make would 

probably awake those who be <mleep. ^.Wheu a fainit> open^ thei in 
^ivcf they take wch a qaaetit^ as they fudgeiJlilBcient loi then rousumptrun to 
*a ceiiaiotupe. Ibe ueighboiuing lamdics boyraw whai renrims, which they tt 
i^djore aldhh opening of their iimt^aziaes^ 

The Oadies CanuUve in ilyase parts {^f the cuuntiy ulu re othcis < annot, Ik 
cauae they seldom use w&ter {(ir dvinking, dnnknigottly indk, wtisn ii is nearh 
seofiri con^qoently, howevel^ had the water ineywM if thtit taitU v/dl drink it 
thep uie 9a\r3fied ^ * 

^hefir bops^s are bvilt in the shape of a dome, formed of Im a shtjks bent uitij 
thei fbrflb (Katohed with stiaw, and plasteic'd lu the iniida vuth a miaiure ol 
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clay and cow dong.’Y The entrance is bw, setdom higher Jwo or three fCct. 

Having no 'chinmey, the siiiuke proceeding ftdtn the fire, is placed jn the 

middle of the lint, must find its way oUt is itcaii, thr^jugh the roof or hy the 
door. * 

Caffraria contains of qnndrupeds, the.wqlf, lioif. buflub, elk, large elephent, 
quacha, knob, stag, hog, rhino ce rosj sea-c6w, ^ variety of bucks, *wiid dogs,* 
herl^ebog, baboon, .ind various other creatures, among which are the lizard, and 
caineUon*' Of thv: latter auinmf, it is commonly repotted that it changes colour 
accoiding to the su^taiiee oii which it is plactdP That it changes C0fot!|(r> 1 
have no dbubt, haying*’ myself seen it; but Dr. Vanderkemp, who phrticulatly 
attended to it, said, tbit he placed a camcleon oh black, >lheu Jt tnroed almost 
black, like mud , upitn dark blue it turned not so black as in the former case, 
but no blue cofunr was to be been; upon vihite it assumed fjie colour uf wMte 
ashes: upon green, a ycdbwish^gtey, w=lh g'ren spots; upon- hvi<,4ht red U re- 
mained white, with a yellow hue. ffe tben’pjaced it in a diirk 6)l()eciing 
to find It bla(>k; but on opening the*. box he found it whitr*', and leaving thp bo.Y 
open^ it got large brown SfJbts of a ohdcpKate-coloui . Th&se changes take place in 
oiu', two, or tluco minutes; they atf^ct not the whole ' surface of the body 
their coniriit nceincnt, but spots are at first si?ep, commonly on the sides of tb^ 
body, below the neck on the shoulders, aikI the cye-lids. The progress* from one 
colour to the other is not muTofin, but by iniefrals, s!o*‘er or more jopnt, as it 
were by /liislips It is not in ccssary to iirftaie the animal to make it change its 
colour, foj the change takes place even when it is asleep. J have a male and 
fcmij1e^-a?)ic!ooo, which 1 brought with me in a^nss-case to^ England; of cdurse 
hoili dead, Iml in a good state of jp-eserv^tioijjprThe iha^o* is chjiedy a grey co^ 
lour, Intel mix. 1* with light green sj^ts, and a considerable pari in tllC^middle of 
liic sides is Ifglit green. The fcMnale is black, but appears as if spi^kled with 
wlrfe powder, • 

'Dierc is a great vaiiety of birds iifCaffraria, wdiich J cannot ri;^in^, only tn« 
hoiiv V 1)11 d wliM li I have ibi’inerly inentia;}pd, has this peculiarity which 1 have 
uoi loimerly slated, that, wlu n it is tamed, #t will follow .*< person like a dog, 

• ^ , * ' 

CHAP. IV.. 

CitJj'iT [{ing^^-Grosvcno.\In(liaman^^(iika aakit Raiit-^-Cuffin' , 
» Chiefs* * . 

CilKA, the present king of the Cafl'ics, is not the son of Iiis predecessor' in 
govermnent, Kha^a, but the grimdson of his uncle, I%l0; sO that the goverr^ 
ment is not absolutely hereditary, but arj;ording to the will of thermgnirtg prince. 
Hikii did not obtain the regaf power wititout oppositiory for on the death oi' 
Khaiita, hiS ancle Tzlariibi, un(l^rivdw»se tuition he had be&n bi ought up, could not 
think of submitting t<j ihd government of his piapil, «Kifl icsolvrd tt> oppbsc the 
succession by force of arms. Tzhunbi had Several brothers, who were vhen of 
great power, and who joined him it'^jhis rebellion, as d d abo thesonsi of the dtf* 
ceaaed king. 'I’lie Caffres, who aucieftlly the 

Goutequa country, lying betwixt tfi*’ Sunddv and jSreat FishwiVevs, united Witfi 
Tzlambi. Several battles were deoidtid irnfavonr of Gika j; «i( tength the op]posing 
chiefs a" »ee«l to attack Gika from different direclioii^’i|^ '^jlcrtain day.^ ThoU 
reckoning deceived them, tor half lUc powers attacked concerted 
tutie, and wrre completely nverthrown jT oii whicli^OikdJ^I'S^II&^i^ig Si^ani 

tage he had obtained, attacked Hia.nnclc Tziamhf, whom he ^defdal^; 
his army. He kepfTtlamhi .<i' (liwner for qjro yeatsv w.h^ hfyrcle'aa’ed 
appointed him a captain, and he> Consults him in all 'in'aft^rs or imporl^jjugk** 
the same lime he kcc[)s him as much as possitile fiom pOBSestiing rfifc.-yq'teifc* 
Gika, though he has a son, hai appoinsfed the yAogfist of his jfl^cfccKsm' 
and bem factor to sticcceJ him ; aijd when tbis.you% mstn; Hletwasjff tfbifics of 
age, Olka intends to fais^ him to rule, foreseeing the confusion wh|0h' 
cession is likely^o occasion after his death, . • s ^ ^ *" 

The Catfre kings consider iheinsdvesmen of greit consequence.’ 
of the Landdrobi of Graaf Revnt t, *.«iil. He is a IK 
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rJikiiW inolhf r is que«n of ihc Tambookies, the next nation /beyond the CafTte'j.. 
and through hf;r he governs that people also. ^ ^ 

The king has no infome frohi the iiiOopIe, except the broas-t of every ox or cour 
that is killed, which by them is considered the most delicate part of the animal. 
\yheD many of the king’s caUle happen to die^ he goes to the Kraals Of Ins clneis, 
^and selectC' what cattle he plcases-»thev allow him to take them away, but they 
endeavour to steal them back as sooi^ ar possible. 

None of the people dare kill any of their cattle till they fust obtain aJ-cCn^c 
frOm their chief; of course the sl.iaghter must come to the knowledge of the king, 
and it thereby rendered more diflictilt to cheat him. On this accoinit also the 
Kraals are all glad to entertain a stranger, not so much from “lore to the st rnjigcr, 
as! to themselves, that they may hav^^an opportunity of killing one of iln ircaitlc, 
wtiich is always permitted on such an occasion. 

A boor, wlj^om K "met at one of jmrmissionary stations, told me, that he .iccom- 
paniedf the Landdrost of Graaf Reynet (who was i think Mr. S'.ockcnstrom) intii 
Caffra r I R, together with many others, to enquire, at tlifc request of the l',i!gli!.h 
Government, whether any of the persons wh 6 were cast ^shoi c rrum the Gro‘«vt rn)r 
Indiaman, that was wrecked on that coast, had survived. They found tao ladic:* 
belonging to the Grosvenor still alive, who Iiad bopi^ forced to ni.arrj' CalFrcs, .uid 
had' both chiUli'f 11 nnd grandchildren. Being attached to (hose, they refused to 
leave the I'lmntry,' though Mr. S. offered to take them with him. 'rhey stated 
also as a re«!^jii for refusing to return to Rngland, that probably tbeir fiiemU 
were either all dead, or so scattered that they should never be able to liml them 
emt; wherefore they preferred iii^tnaimog where they were. Their bodies ivcre 
pti nted, and tiicy were dresaied' like the Caffre women. When fhe Ldlubirosi 
asked Gika, why the people had litiurdered who were diiveiy,^ shore iqxjii iin 
coa.>t, hetfiul, because they had no business iu his country, but should have kepr 
in. their own, meaning the sea; for the Caffres thought they had risen up from 
Ihd bottom of the sea, having seen the top mast first, then gradually iiidp* am! 
more till thet l)eheld the hull, which made them conclude they were ii:ducs id 
the water. When Dr. Vanderkem^ leinonstrated with Ciika, for h.ivin.; mur- 
dered the people who were cast .xsliorc from a ship that was wrecked while he ua , 
there, be replied by sayingiiWhy do you kill v^lres ? they belong to this count ly, 
but the..«ic people do not,' ' 

. Had the persons cast ashdiw from these vessels, who escaped from the Caffres, 
and attempted to reach the Cape by travelling along the coast, after two or three 
days journey^ struck up thecountiy, instead of^jceeping by the shore, they would 
soon hay; fallen in with Dutch farmers ; bat by Keeping near the sea, they doubled 
the di<ttancc by following the windings of the coa.st, and were likewise out of ih^ 
way of obUiiniug assistance, as the ground near the sea is barren, and conse- 
quently uniiibabited, though now, for th^ sake of catling tirabt^lhbabitants may 
be found in the neighlwurhood of Plactenburgh’s bay, and probably in opc or two 
other place.s ; but sAoiild any ship afterwarrto be wrecked any where south or 


south-west of tlie Great Fish Riv|p'('o the north of which tbeCaffres are now driven) 
it will be wise in those who reach the land, instantly to strike up into the country, 
wheii they will soon fall in with waggor "racks^by following which they will arrive 
at thcTtfsklence of white men. This is tfaeilii^e necessary to be made known^ as 
the nhmber of ships,sailipg along that part of Me African coast must be great^r^ in 
consequence of tlie°trade-7to India being mor^open than in former times ; but t 
know of no harbou? or (fC^ge into which A ship copld enter. The mouth of tlie 
Buffdo river, tbopi|j^«^oot a quarter of a ^ile.wide, appears ti> have a ^bar 
runnisfig at apJj^.fate tj|e eutrkpop^ if it haione, must be very intricate, 

especially ,1^ ^ stranger ; ancT |p a sl^nn th^most eligible place, 'isoh rest to 
'^Caffrariai^’^uld be.Algoa bay, protection should the wind 

'"binw the S. or ,S1 but none it Wow fro^Ahe E. or N. E, 
-Aftcr^lopgdrpught, Gika s«it to . Tinkbana 4>diieh was Dr. Vanderkemp’s 
Olffre’ukina) to pr<v:ure rait^ who verji> properly - a q.swe red, that he could not 
would pray^o«od for it. Abundance of rain s^u fell. Gika, m 
mksequen^Vi s^ot a present of some, cattle to'Tinkbana, for having obtaiue i 
who^lXOwev^6r,;decliDed accepting of them, but desired thoy should be re- 
tiirneiEfto Giku* Thcspeople yjihen driving them back were met by a boor, who 
enquired g:o0caiDpngtbe cattle they were driving. They sJtid Gika had sent them 
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to Tinkhana,for bwing obtained rain, but that beiAuld not receive them. The 
iKiftr told thorn it because Gika had soot too lbw for so great a favour, that he 
should sc:id a great many inorey and Tinkbiina would receive them. It wasafter* 
wards reported that Gika sent about twenty, which were intercepted and taken Ivy 
tins bf)or. . ^ . 

Gikii told the Landdrost of Graaf Rejnet, when on a visit to him, thjt Tinkbana 
could give rain. On the Landdrost enquiring how he did it, Gika said he pqthi^ 
hefid into the i^rouud, and called upon some person bebw to send rain, and tain 
catne. Gika frequently sent aftei wards to the doc^r at Bethelsdorn, to send rain 
to his country. ^ 

Mr. Read mentioned, that upon one occasion, while he was conV’ersing with 
Gika, two boys roasted ^ome beef fur bii^; one, cut it into pieces wb^n it was 
roabted, and the' other phtit into his mouth. 

Wh 11 Messrs. Vanderkemp and Read visited Olka, he took a fancy for an*old 
dog belonging to one of their Hottentots wjo accompanied them* for which he 
ortered the 1-Iuttenlut a cow, to which ho very readily consented. Dr, Vauder- 
komp rcinaiked to the kipg, that he was giving a very extravagant price for the 
dog, as ir was old and without teeth. O, said Gika, 1 shall give him a cow without 
tooth also. ^ 

Thy Caffie chiefs may be considered as the nobility of that country, such as 
those in Km ope when the feudal system prevailed. They are numerous, and 
possess considerable power and influence, but are all subordinate to king Gika, 
and probably were nio^t of them raised to that rank by- him or his predecessors. . 

The oil IV way the chiefs have of checking ibe.king*a power is by withdrawing 
from hT, loininions, and carrying their people along with thcip, ' As no king 
like> to tu' witiyiit subjects, this pipctice has often pi^iiced an accommodation. 

Congo, a chief who farnierly lived within the limits of the colony, was the first 
to shake ofl the pmy< v of Gika.^and become an independent chiefj but to the 
day of his d< ath he, in v.'irioiis ways, acknowledged a kind of dependence on him. 
C'obus Congo, Ins son, must now be completely subject to Gika, since be has been 
driven frnrii ilie oolony to the territory of <j>fl(a, by the English government. 

(AUigo w.^s sit|k in the time of the war with* the colony. For safely, his friends 
carried bun from his Kraal to thepiiddle of a wood, vary difficult of access, there 
being only a very narrow path. A commando of boors discovered the track^^and 
came ti* the spot, where Congo, his son, and a few of bis principal men, were all 
lynif* fist asleep. It is reported that the wmmando did not awake them,’ but 
shot them .ill dead while they weke asleep. 

Congo iiamod one of his sonslfbkhaua, after Dr. Vanderkemp; lie*is iww about 
ten yeajs of age. 'I’lio mother, who w-as very fond of the doctor, is still proud of’- 
her son hearing his name. • 

Yclloosa, aiiutner CatlVc chief, followed the example of Con gof threw off Hib 
depcndance on Gika, and retired with his people to thecolooy, from wlieoce, after 
rcniainiiitr a few years, he retuniefl and submitted to Gikdf 
Slamba, another chief, after having made various fruitless attempts tcwobtain 
the Sovereignty of Caffraria, fled also to the colony, followed by all his people; 
where he remained eight or nin'i years: during which period he had various' 
skirmishes with Gika. He was corsidfred the principal chief, south of this Great 
Fish river, which was so populous ;'t that time,. Mr. once connt^.^m 
the top of a hill seventy or eighty Kraals, consisting of frpm twenty to thirty 
house.s; and the valleys were cultivated, aud so and fields of 

Indian and Calfre com, that it had a fine and rich Sfamha bowf- 

ever was driven by Colonel Graham froiri the dolony^'in .OOpseqttenttc of re- 
peated depradations on the farmers. When drii^ll over tbe Great FlglH^I'er iptp 
the territories of Gika, it is said 4)t| carried on a war with him for some time^ .but 
is now reconciled. i* , ,* * , , • • • 

Jan Chachoo, son of Chachno, a CaftVe chieft^ under Gtka» has' beiiah eight Or 
nine years.at Betl^isdorp^ and has Icai^ed the Oilcli language compf^t^y i Mi' 
read, write, and Cast accounts ; $e has wrought Ibil^abonteightm^ifliw at the 
business qf a carpeiit'r, vet 1 4\ave seen good chairs of his wdrknnSniShip., He 
intends returniii^ to Catftaria as soon as peace is restored, and q Afissionury ob- 
tained to accompany hi^'; but without one he says he will^notgo. His h^aViotir 
has been very exemplary^'filjl^ be is esteemed by all at the seti^em^ht. ' ; 



WheQ victuals are brougHi, tlio chiefs cat Qrst, then t&e common people. 

The nien never fai ^^jpco. J'be children cat with |&e mother. Those 

w higher raiW^kShcw tbeir ftn{icn<^yto others, by ej^tuistiug them with none 
ofthair scfi^ tfi, oif ever conversing thc^x qpqcerniiig what they consider 
liiatters of nioment. • ‘ ' 

. chief ^nrries always Jii his hand the bqshy part of a lion\s tail, which is tHe 
only badf^o that distinguishea him from th^ oth»’rs. When any thing at a distance 
reqdirefi the captain’s presence, and be cannot euine. he sepils a man with fchis' 
token, tfho then can act in the matter as the chief’s deputy. The chief liCc^iisc 
wears a plate of copper on hisbrrast. 

^JSvery chief has a couiiciip, whom )ie consults in all matters of importance. 


. ‘ CHAP. V. 

f • 

Origin of the X^af^re War with the Evglish. 

1 HAD the following account of the origin of this war fiom a rcspectaolt 
quaiter, many particulaiw of which have been corrijboiated by others. 

A boor had taken a farni on the banks of the Great Fish River, where tlirrc 
was a ford, ncioss which tlic Caffres frequently dro\'c their c.'ittle, some of which 
happened now' and (hen to go into' bis garden, which no doubt ofTt'oded the pro- 
prietor. To make the Caffres more careful, be began to demand apon of the 
eattle which broke into liis'fj^tfan. When there happened lo be thn»e, he de- 
manded one cow or oil);, when five, he required two, as a fine for the rlainage ho 
liad susUinpd, The Cafires peaceably suhiu^itted to these denf^atidjj for ‘ome 
time. The|.fariner finding this to be a lucrative concern, ^is said U> ha\ c begun to 
a.sUst the TafiVe cattle in getting into his gardep, and ilien resolved to seize all 
h« found there. The first seiz.uH* after coming to this resolution bappoiw'd to bo 
a con^ideiable number. The C.iffre complained to h».s oluef, who iri‘'t.>niiy 
mderod his own cattle to be driven i^^ross the Pish River at the furincr’s fold, 
when they all went into the bpor’s trap, or garden j wjien, like the otluus, ihoy 
were d‘ tamed by the boor.' sooner had thr^Caffre chief beardofwh.it had 
happened, ihdu he wentwj^ti' An armed force to visit, the boor. On his anival, 
he not only demanded iWe "retioration of his own cattle, but. alsocaincd off all 
the hour’s. s> 

'fhe other jCafires who had lost cattle by this 0bor, haviug such an cjcarnple set 
them h^ their chief, determined to make up their hisses in a siiiniar wav> hy 
carrying off cattle from other boor’®, though they had not oficuded them. In tbi>4 
wa}^, a thieving, plundering disposition became general among ^rm, which after- 
wards made it appear nccesstirv to thy goverlUBeut to drive *all ibe Caffres 
beyond the Gicat Fish River, which has been cficcied. Bui. notwithstandiug the 
num, her and vigilance of the military posts r^posite to CaflVori.n, parties of the 
Catfresr have still the audacityf to penetrate mai»y miles into the colony, and 
carry off groat numbers of cattle from the boors. * 

In these plundering expeditions the never travel on the roads, but 

through the woods ; whero^ in cOn!iequencC* oC the multiplicity of obstacles;* no 
European soldiers ca«i qome uf^with them^ mit tlio Hottuitots shewing them - 
St Ives' tp.be a.s nimblie^tii^V^lers Ibrougb the woods and bushes, government have 
vhiefiy employed 0iyi,lj9^entot regiment in opposing the Caffres. 

SoDi'ctiine ^fte^lll^ililhjtttencdmcQt o^thc Qiffre war, one of the chiefs dest^d 
a confvrcfl^j^ilW Cbii^nder, whq. agreedi to meet lijm in a plain, ad* 

compappi^y' a cefthiri'' fiumbejlof hii mcmpAtid the Caffre to binsiig' the like 
'tiumh^" Tlie chlef^aeked, to wiibfn,>hat co«|di^ holonged so many xcapi ago ? 
,A b< or/ mentioned a person t^^hom it had belonged. «aid the 

remember &n, but iCheloqged to us before his time.’* Be Uiat as 
rTqftfebfi Said the OlKcer, he sj d his people must remove beyonsd tbe Great Fish 
']^v^ 1^' recommended tweir doing it in a peaceable manner. They desired 

down lheir<»rn,"but this conld not be ^rant^d- j but it wnsjpromised 
tlr^f; ^jfhdu^d' be cut down and sent after them. TlieCoiiimandiir observing the 
Ca^es fncieastng in number around, and laying huld oftHeir assagays, thought 
to fall back on his main body. So loiig aa tbo corn remained on the 
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{ground, il vas a ^nstint bonpl^f pontention, wherefore ordeis were given that 
ill the growHii; LOOTj tobiuo Xc should be <}estro 7 ed» which was aecorduigly 
<l(>) , siucr whicl^he\ \ ive not cw)s«td the River in sdch numbets as for- 
me rl\ , hot tint n\er is found to be r poor boundary, bditig somctiuus cooi- 
pl iHv dry. Then is snid to be i lai^e nnd deep river about twenty da}s )Our- 
iu> b \ond it, uhuh some ri commend driving ^iheoi beyond, else, say Ihty, 
thi Mar must he* perpctinl. ^On receiving sm h orders, k ng Gika qjight tfny, us 
I ( loadiao eh (f dtd on beinu ordere) with his people to remove hi(,hei up the 
1 \ , to m ikt wav lor fresli settlers tf/om Euiope— •* Weie wc not bom hcre> 

ait n* ttie bones tf n ii fuic til hers mtciircd here ^ and can ae say to Ihtm, Arise 
iiid ^ 1 with to a toil i-,u 1 1» P * Lot I doubt muth the ex stince ot suoh a 
ri\< I, fn having ifterW uds ti ucUed much htghci up on the west aide of the 
i iihf land, I did taut inert nitlioiK liter oi stream luniuiig towards Caffrgna, 
hut ill iu lining towards (lit- opprMtr vide of the Loutmrnt. Should it only use 
amoiiG: 'h se mountains which bound Cahraiiaonthe westward, it is notlikc 4 > to 
be b >1 11 wide and deep ♦ * 

1 h( Caflres, b( lug divided into many tnlies, each of which has a clf cf, have 
ficqueiit wirs among thgniSeht<', but they are mver bloody, ^lerhapsuot nioie 
thin uiu or two men aic kiihd during a ww They prefer dealing carh otber^s 
e?t 1 , de tuunu hcMv, j;inlcns, ^c to killing 

Vlos ol 111 r nvil M ii-> aiise from disputes about their women, cattle, and 
c und. t \ try r hief li is a particulai distiict which he coosidois his owu, or be* 
lo 1 lug t i his J\i 1 il , othcis encr i robing upon this occasions a war, if the in- 
irud( I III 1 ts ( n r( ii'* nr, it When ope chief sitaU cattle from aootbtr, if he 
\1 Pns uvi mud tilt < ss b not satisfied witl^ the off red ledresa, In rcsoits to 
urn * * 

Mm V tiki »y sontr m u, butunly of the liighci nnk* the rest ik killed. 

I iu M k ps his piisoiicis 111 close conhnement, till they piomise to be laith- 
tnl ub) ( s to him whm they srt it liberty, ^ 

Whtn (1 y inarch to wai, ejc’i chief accompanies his people, who maicli m 

4 i sord r huon iirivm.,at tin Reid of battle, they bum into a (me, ind first 
Cl d( imut t) iniini (htr (he enemy hy hcvlmg in a ten fic maimer, aud then by 
thieatrn ri 1 1 < ut ihtm to pieces. • 

I wrv e til Id ts supposed tobe^oin i soldier , wherefore all serve fre ly when 
ralkd upon by tlu (hicf, and every one learns the art' of wai, or to iis« the assa- 
’‘i) Whf II I h y obtain a victory, tliey are lewaiden by tht^ir chief, and such at 
III M unid d lie k ndly treated * 

lilt ( aifus iiL much afrai^ of muskets, and when they take iny from, the 
bi ors th V ^ n«'i illy break thtita to pieces for the brass upon th»m, of which 

m tal Ih V nc veiv find * 

Our FT ttci t ns who iiavt lived some time in Ciffriyia, mentioned to me a bat- 
ik h Twten tw) t/illri tribes, the one iimlei CongoV father, Chacca, (heoAtcr 
under Cobelh, which Chatca surround^, when all the prisoners were either eoiii- 
pelied to dieuii tii< mveives in ahe sea, or were murdefH on the bcveli , about 
cightoi tfii only escaped, and fhd to the ci!uny-~of those, a father, ^ cousin, 

111 1 three uni h of nt who tiavel led with nfc and their wiv Cs composed that 
numiicr One of Ihtsi wum< n d mug this 6 ir,bt, was picgnant with a son who 
IS non at Bothelsdorp, tinhorn tin ^laients ga\( a name expressive of thenr cir« 
(umstanceb at that time, as a t me of trouble , indeed i^iscustomaiy with the ^ 
C ilTits, like the 'incieiit piiusn In*, to give signTfieant paa^s to their posterity. 

1 luiid of i hooi, It present in the colony, who had Iftfik a loiu time ip Caf. 
Ifarij, wnrie he ipariud both i '>nd i Hotientotk pit the Li ghsC^ cfap- 
tnring the Cipt , r o leturning to the colony, bringing n^oqg witii hin^is two 
wivf s* indwi Mambook s gn i, hrotn the m c md tfation Myond* the lAffi^s. This 
girl he caused to bi welt educafi|AI, when he discoded his Hottentot apd Cafire « 
wives, '111(1 mimed hfr • • * ^ ^ 

Anotlv r boor, who was in Caflrina when fk Vanderkemp yvas 
jng hs pi lilting press, enquired what^t ms ^lun th( J)oi.loy bad de»» neif**' 
the iiatuK and use of it, the sa^sarious booi rcqc^otltl him to ^ttt (or him by 
the morrow a large folio biblc with plates. I his same boor was g^ven to haste j 
i >r nut lieing iibit in a ^hort time to cure a sore fingi i of bis daughter’s, *hc cot ^ 
oR, saying she would be bettci without it. 



HISTORX OF AFRICANER. 
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No. II. I 

History of Africaner, a'Pbmdering Chief oh the Croat River. 


» AS'tliis itiHiif by his minders and depredations, is become the terror of a con-' 
biderable [>art^of iioutli Afiica,«And is comseqacntly .spoken of and feared f.ir aiKt 
^car, 1 ciidfavuured to obtain infarmatio^ concerning him as I could, but not- 
withsiandirtc his fame, or rather infamy^' 1 could rtot procure much. « 

He wjis originaMy a Hotientot, belonging to the Cnlony, and was a <^nsi(KirabJe 
ti’Dc* in the service of a boor, ifi thd Drosdy of Tnlb-ich, iianied Pipmaar.; 
part of this time was employed in attending to the booi*s» catHe, vhieh, for the 
.sake of pastuie, were sent at certain seasons to the vicinity of tJ:e Great River, 
Alferwairh he, and his sons Jager aill Titos, lived wiili Piemaar at Elcphauts 
River. This was about the time that the Cape first came into the hands of the 
Eriglish, wb<*q a rcjnirt was industriiiiisly circulalo;.] by evil iniuded persons, that 
all the Hottentots were to be forced onto the army, With the design of sendihg 
1 hem out of Africa. This report mduced Africaner and mt sons to resolve to 
leave the colony Uhogeiher, or live, near its limits, to escape bcin^. forced into tbe* 


aimy. 

They continued in the servire ofPiemaar, who sort etimcs sent them on com- 
mandoes, or pioneering expeditions, against the defeorck-ss natives of the in- 
temr, furiii^hin.!:: them with muskets and powder for that purpose In tbi.-; way 
they were taught to lOb lor their master, which ultimately led to their setting ii[> 
for themselves. . ‘ ' 

Suspicions, fiorn ‘!ome circuiii[$lQinces, rose in the minds of Africaner a>.d bi^ 
son?, that their emplt^yer behaved improperly to their wives during their ab- 
sence; and his sending them more frequcntly^^from home, confirfficfl their sus- 
picions ; tli^v refused, therefore, to go anymore on such expeditions. Jnfor- 
niatioci having cOtiie to Piemaar, that the Bushman had carried off some catth> ’ 
from a boor belong.ng tu the district over which he was Field Goiiict, In', m his 
official character, cummanded them tunursue the Bushmen, in oukr to leenpiuit 
the cattle. This order they positively lefused to obey, alleging that his.only 
motive for sending them .oiy such an expedition was, that they miglit be mnniered, 
and he might tliereby get p9|"$&sion of their wi/os. 

For resisting Ins Older, proceeded to flog Jager who seized his 
which wasbiadcd with stmifl'i^hot, the contents of which he lodged in his master’s 
body. A .scuflle ensued, in which tbfssonsof Africaner shot, not only Pk maai 
himself deHd,^ut also his wife and child. Some^'iy that this atiocions deed was 
contrary tp the wishes and expostulations of the father ; but others a-s.-ert lie was 
accessary to it. All however fled immediately o\er the liver, to North 

.Naniacqualaiifi. Having sfA tied themselves in that country fo#^ some time, tlu 
sotls of Africaiiljr, having muskets and po't'dcr, wliicb they had canied off from 
their murdcrwl master, resolved upon an expedition ag.niDst foiiic pait of the 
colony^ to attack some fcooi’a, place by surprise. In this expedition they mui- 
dered a koor of the name of EiifgeHretht, and likewise a bastard Hottentot, fioin 
whom they canied off much cattle. 

* Immediately, on the Missionaries arriving at Warm Bath, in North, or Groat 
Namnequa country, Africaner, with his family, came and took up his rosidenct* 
near them, niid for some time bghaved in an oide'rly and peaceable manner; 
but a cirtuimsiaiice oofi^urr^ wh'ch led to Uie ruin of the stuiement there. 

Jiigar and Titus, ;'^^'^3f,dai*ed' not to visit Cape-town themselves, after the. 
murders they- had pcT|Slmed, ehriployed a H^Aentol, named llans Diiycr,. to^' 
take tlnr?q sjit 5 i”» ijiithe ; with tWp span of these he was dQ>irt;d 

to purchase a waggon foe them, ai^ wiih^’the tb^.. to bring the waggon honic. 

I 0n the Capo-town, 1-l.ius ink ^a, boor. to he was in (lebt, for which 

the whole of the oxen ; Upqn whicb^laiis returned to Nania'cqua, 
s^ridrefuftMl^.ftive^any accoiiOi offtheoxen. This conduct of Hans* so exas- 
peratBd ^irins of Afdcaner, tail they attacked his Kraal, and miirdeiod him. 
Not occurrence, foe fi lends of Hans, with the assistance ol^ sofne 

Natjl^^aal in Ui’eir turn attacked the Kraal of A'frioatvir. Africaner, to be 
oqt. ihp/Namacqhas for aiding the friends of Hans against him, fi ll 
• Thesi? finding themselves too weak to resist him, implored 
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assisfancc from tiie Kamacquas at W^arm Bath j who, complying with their re- 
quc'-t, sent out a ^rge armed party to defend them ; wfilch so enraged Africaner, 
that be tlireatene^deslructipD. to the s^lementat Warm Bath. Ue accom- 
plished his throat in part, for he came agitimt them, and carried off a great nuln- 
her of their cattle. A numerous party of the Nain^t^quas pursued him to kis 
Kiaal, where* tliey carried on a kind of waif, shotting at each other from behind 
boshes, none of them iwssessed sulfident ci>uragv to nteeV in thee o^ea ; field. 
However, the Namacquas at length dli'iseda prudent sdienie tor regaining their 
t’attlQ, by taking possession of their watering place. In spite pf Africager’s peo- 
ple, the cattle, when thirsty, made their way t6 the water, and were carried oA' 
in triumph by the Namacqnas. 

Africaner, renewing his ihreatenings against the Namacqnas at Warm Beth, 
so intimidated them, that they, wjth the i^Iissionaries, removed over the Cfreat 
'River, to the place where they now arc, in Little, or South Namacqnaland. « 

By incursions into the colony, and robbing the boors, notbniyr^f cattle, but of 
their nuukets and powder, Africaner has become very powerful. He«has been 
Joined by a runaway boor, by some Bushman, and persons from other tribes; 
and should he proceed without receiving some check, his family may soon be- 
come a very formidable enemy to the colony. 


No. III. 

Account o f Stephanas ^ m Impostor, 
m w'is an F.nropean, and, us to religion, very probably, a Roman Catholic, 
rhe ship in whicli he i^ailed fronj Korope was stranded near jtfae Cape ; where, 
after ting on shore, be remained for 'some time in very distressing circum- 
sTunce^, which, he aiterwards said, urged him on to the oninmi&stffti of forgery; 
iiir whu'li crime he was arre$t*d, and committed to pnson. On the very first 
day of h s imprisonment, he began to devise means for eilCii'iiig his escape. He 
cm a latg<* hole ill the door of the prisAi, by means of which he irgained his 
lihcity, and fled to the Roggefeld, a distric^in the interior of the colony, where he 
r<'mained quiAly for some time^working a** a magpie hut hearing that seaich was 
making for him, he fled higher up the couiury to ^ settlement then at 

river, where he oifered his services as a mason ta Mr. Kiehcrer, who supci in- 
tended the Mis^ion. They were very acceptable at that time ; being about to 
erect a place of worship, and snowing nothing of his character, they readily took 
inm into their employ. W * 

Only a hlion time after the building was begun, information from t^apedown, 
ihrongh the newspaper, reached the settlement, that^ person accused of forgery 
had r scaped fiofh prison ; and frum the description given of his ptrsoii, Slcplifitias 
.ippeaicd to be tlie man. Having, b^^some means, learned that surb inrnrma- 
tioii Imd been received, or perhaps discovering by tbeii^coiiduct that ho was sus- 
pected, he hastily decamped, and fled across the Bashmeids country beyond the 
(i real River, cariyiiig with him a bible, whl^h he had stolen from th<' Mission- 
aries. 

On arriving among the Giiqnas,^e gave himself out to he a Missionary, senf. 
from Zak river to instruct them. He endeavouied to mt^e them believe thdtjic^ 
had been brought across the Busbinen country in a miraculous manner, having 
neither gun, uor sword, nor spear ; which indeed Rppga(<«4^tn them very marvel- 
lous, and made a strong impresilon in his favour. listened to his in- 

structions with attention. The pious people now at (*6rifpia town say^ that he 
'spolfc intg:h about Jesus Christ, and him crucified ; which ifldeed mapy Roman 
Catholics do more than some l^testknts. His zeal ap^ared to W fervent", amU 
considerable impression' was nliMe upon fbe poor Griquas* *They not oq|[^gjgfhed 
and wept when hearing hint, biU many, V.I19 had been accastome^ lolme jt. 
plurality of wj\es, determine to live acoordinmto the rules he produced fimni tiie 
Scriptures. \ 

Such eftWts following h^ exertions, disposed him to think hiflily of hitnisel^, 
and to makegtb(' people believe lie was at the head of all Missiomirie.^.* He. ap-/ 
pears to have learnt by rote what he beard from Mr. lecher to haye re* 
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pcated it totthoui jiidjimcnt. His fame was of short cluratioii ambng the inosn 
di$miim|;»by his payings too :iuich attentioii to dt earns, vi^io/$, and voice.'., (hat 
sofoe of tne pe"‘p<c pretended to have^^, which wa« conti-ai/ to the instruclioru'. 
he had given in the early pait of hw-icSiireer. One of these dreamers^ who v as 
'p^L>hnhly in league with Stephanas, pretended that. God liad given an order that, 
a g:|i and churoh shoiildwid out ^lelay be erected. This imposition obtaining ge- 
nerjai crcdilr, men, nomen, and children, went to work with alacrity amd aeal ; and 
in a short tune a spacious buildiiiif was nearly ftuiShrd, the walls of which ^rc 
stilt sinking, which 1 passed when travelling acioss the continent tp Naonirqita- 
wiand. Little more than a ruof|^s wanting to coinplelqlhe building. 

The (iriquas soy he endeavoured particularly to explain (the Bible to them $ 
and ficqucutly directed their atleiiUon to its most sinking' parts-^uch as the 
dcuHi, rcsurrccLioii, and asceusiun of .lesus Christ, &.c. ^ 

After a time, Stephanas began to sauction the having two wivei, like the hea- 
thens around, and a'fterwards set liie example by taking two himself. This also 
being npQpslte'to bis first io&trtictiuii, caused many uf his followers to withdraw 
from him. 

About this time, he wrote an account of his proceedings to Mi. Kicherer, who, 
finding that he was deceiving ihc people,' and propagating many pernicious and 
destructive principles, insisted upon bis leaving thc|p; which he did, and wan- 
dered backward and forward for some time in the vicinity of the Great River. 
He afterwards travelled into the Namacqua country, where he was murdered ; 
but on what account wc could not ascertain, nor any of the ciicumstarices lhar. 
atlonded h vs death. 


' No. IV/ 

Sicrownf of Min Bloom, €in yifnean Rohher, 

HT5> father was an European, of, the same name: nothing more is known oi 
him, but thTthe lived successively in fpur different paits of ihe colony. 

HiiS son .foUn left the colony with tfip jianic Piet t*icinaar who was afterwards 
inurclcred by the sons of Afiicsper.. His object in leaving the oadony was only 
to attend some caltle belonging to Piemaar, ofi the Great River. Some time 
after removieg thither, bcut^ug of the multitude of cattle jiossessed by Bootcliu - 
anas and Coraniias, and tlie,defenfiplcss state of these people, he resolved to make 
an attack upon tliem, in order to carfy off their cattle, and so become rich by a 
single expedition. By .«>omo means or other he piyvailcd on many Hottentots to 
accompany, him on this plundering expedition. He anil his people killed many 
of the poor inhabitants against whom they went, and captured a gieat number of 
tbe^ cattle; iiulecd, the mhnber was so great that moie lhanwi thousand arc 
said 'to have fallen to the share of Piemaar^whicb |io doubt was the largest. 

When Piemaar transpf^rted his ill-gotten property to the colony, John Bloom 
remained behind, and took several wive.s from among the Coraiinas ; he also cou- 
tinued tonnahe pfutideririg excursiot^s agajn^ that people,. His first attempt was 
attended with a shocking cventf for, hesh'^'s those who fell by means of his fire 
arms, which greatly terrified the Coratinas, ipany of the defenceless women ami 
ahiUlren ran for refuge f mm their inurderei>4 into the Great River, where they 
perished. # i 

He afterwards went jli'gher up (he ri\er, and took up his' re>idence near the 
mouth of the Malal^C^ There he commenced his ravages by attacking the 
Bootchuapns, many d/whpm were ^.vin, and much cattle taken, ** 

He tci^nd m^nseto AfeVail uian^ Corius)^ and Bushmen tq join, his 
standard, whicb^ prqbab^ they di^fo preserve own lives. Ue received 

^oiuch assistance finm^ Jacob and boors who had fled from 

the *1511 for some crime of which they bad be^^ghilty. These supplied him 
^ih.a^!itiotVal muskets, ammunf' ion, and p^tople, and shared iil the plunder 
which nc obtained. 

His next expad it ion was against the Wahketzens, a^tribe of Bootchuanas, who 
hud. fiHhertp remained unmolested ; but here a ^leck*' was ^utto iniquitous 
career, repulsed, ami soon after died in consequence of drinking from a 
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fountairt, the Watevof which was supposed to be poisoped’ by t^e Wapkptstoqs. 
When dyinjf, he apprehended he had been poi^oi^et)* 

It is’^nid that (he Wanketssens ipan^p^d conside^iide military skill amt 
courage in the resistance they made aguiust the attacks of Blqoiu* Tb«‘y are 
said to have raised high waUs across the passes between the njiinntains le.4viwg- 
tiinall openings in them* bkft gates, which could a- ^'lJ^be cIo^ed qp at the- ap. 
proach of an enemy' Many lay in au^ush ^ while others were UatiAied on the 
tu^s of the inounta'invS, who roiled doAn great stones Ofion th^ir assai/apts. 'Itls 
not kutrjwTj thkt be captured a single beast from the Waukctzens> wbdeibe took 
tiiousanda from the Matchappees ami C .i annas, t 
.fohu'copid matlmr read nor writc^ amUuch is the deccitfulucss and ^yicked• 
nesr-ofthe' human heart) that, notwithstanding alt his barbarities, ho pretended 
some respect for religion. Huwever, barddbed ^ be was, his conscience was eon- 
sidorabiy roabcd on his dying bed, and he expressed great reread of eiernal iren- 
geance. ^ ,, 

. No. V. 

ISLAJSD OF MADAGASCAR. 


CHAP. 1. 

S^uaiion — J^xitnt—-P7*oductions~'^Chara<ifir of ilic Natwes^ 

BRING tk'^rtd by Iho Diteoto^<i of the Missionary Socicty^before I Icb Mng- 
)a;id, t<' send n irK'^siou to the large tsiaud of Madagascar, during uiy itsuhnice. 
in Sooth Alriciv, if I foiiiul it practicable, 1 enilea\oured of cours«ii^t> v>b«aui all 
ttn! intormaiicn 1 could respecting it. Mr. Milne, Mi'>si«nary to the Chinese 
Einpiic, on h;s way thither, touching .*it the Cape of Good Hope, I »pquestod 
hun ou hi^ arrival at the Isle of Fiance, H» procure' all the information he could 
respecting Madagascar, in that ndjoinir^ island. .From fho papers re«;pecting 
it which 1 received fiom him, ^luplicaCcs of aliidh were irausmittrd to the So- 
ciety, it appears that l\e acted with much .iwdgmentand industry iii fuiaillnginy , 
ieci*.ie,^». To hi^ papers, chkfly, I am indobiod following a ( . onnt : 

^ladaga‘^cal is an African island, distant oqly nhout forty Icr.gucs friiip the 
eastcrii shore i»f thf C\)ntinf'n:|; situated in Indian Occah, extending from 
noith to -south, upwaid of eigh^hiiudred miles. It is called by ih<^iati_veb Mada- 
easc, oi assn ; by the Portuguese, who discovered it, St. I.a^renee ; by 

the I'leiich, T.’ Ish; Dauphin : and by the Persians, Arabians, &C. Sfcrandib. 

Thi- li-land is* repotted uj be divided into tuenty-eiglit provii^es, flie chiiK’ of 
wh.eh is the v.dley of Amhoul, lyinffat the south end of it, which is watered by 
Ihrei- gre.'it iivcis, and cov^rec^with wood ad.'pted to cons, ruction of houses, 
&c. I’lip distriet is also fertilized by innn}^ small streams: it is governed by 
twelve cinefs, and fiiipposcd 'to contain about fifteen thousand person^, and is 
emisidereil by si»nie the most su. table place for a colony ; while others prefer the 
eoiujlry adjoining St. Au.jiist}ue Bay. On the coa.st, about Fort Dauphin, it is 
rcndurca unhealthy by tlw gicat tpianlily of sea wend driv en upon it by cyrtaiu^ 
currents, which being corrupted by an almost ^eitical .sun iusummer, sends foilh 
cOTitagioiis efilin in- 

Th< islaiid'is said to contain two hundred millions oil|>t5f(‘.s of arable ground, 
celebrated fi-r ds fcitility, and J be variety of its projSnc^ii.si The rjyers are 
pleSliftiHy stocked with fish mountainsfire very numlrons.^tne of, them 

rise to the height of 1800 fitUi^.s -above ther level of the sea, afe covered 
tvoud, and many are. inaccc^il^ ; butt”® vallies are (fertile, and coveted^'iih 
.cattle. • 1 m 

Madagascar produces six differetjt sewrta ofiice. .1115! ^lo fewer flian^lrn dif- 
fereiit kinds of yams 3 likewise the banana, waiew is considd^f and called by, 
the natives, the fig tree of4ldarii. Near Foul Pdint, on the easj^f^st, are found , 
potatoes, fiair kinds of turnips, .beans, peas, and poultry * Jp||«e..are ininns or' 
iron and steel, and it is reported by some that there yo altKtvni w of gwtb ^ 
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ver, and copper It is not improbable that the iron whir h Isuvatthei ly of 
l4t<akoo, c 111 tiom M idiga'.L ir , for it is nearly oppositty thf sonih c ud ( f lU 
abopt tti'rr f r f nir hiindied miles froiil tlic coast, to uhich it may be md 

battered ft i ii it on to n itmn till it reaches the country of the 'Roorchu m is At 
Anti rnnihiij fo ii d fic^rent^ kinds of silk worms were found by Abbe Kjchon 
when 1 1 viviU(l t, liut wise amber wax, bone v> and line wool. fKx udigo, 
ctngai, ptp\>er, and t(b*i a, it is thought^ would grow well thert The north in 
1 $ (rnsukicd tbe most ieitilepart, in a good season the fields will yield an 
huiidrc& f Id 

] his island, si^ s \bbe Ri fioti, ifiords i large field For the botinist , so much 
so ihii one coiil i s( ii( eiy s iidy, in the course of a long life, the natuial his- 
loi V of its VC-, t It ion 

llu-r( n s ikcstnt'u islind, bu^they are not reiy dangerous. Cfocodiles 
al>G md III th ruer« who«< nppe'irioce strikes terror into the most intrepid of 
the inbab tank , ^nd great < lution is* leccsssry in w^^kmg near the risers 1 boy 
ha\e bcc i seen to dia*** aw ly ^nd devour even a bullock 

Theromtgu tyof Madura'teai to the roast of Afncan^kcs it uatuial to aserine 
its population to that vast rontimi t, but the difitrent races ot inhabitants an 
now s I mill h cnnfaimde 1 is to icrtdei it impossible to enumerate them^dl Ue 
race of the ical negro islssiIv dist ngurhtd there, ^omc white inliibitantspre- 
find to be desci tided from Iniiiia, ilu mothrr of Mahmied — olheis trice then 
origin to ihc TJure is i rice of whites, who afiiun that they weic sent 

till her by the Caliph of Mtcci, to instruct thenatircs in the Mdiomcdiii faith. 

ileforc the 1 nropeans first Ian4ed on the islirid, the natnes had atiadition 
th it the V would )c conqiieud by ^ne elnldren ot tin sun , aid the Frcui h, when 
tluv airi\cd there toloiin i settlemut, weie taken for these (Juldieuof the 
suu thi lie iplc therefoK n idily yie'dtd to them Peisons an alsi tonn 1 theie 
who lie 8up)«;scd to hau c mie fiom the Piismn and Arabi in gulfs, and fuun 
r^vpt 

l‘ie people aic in ecnciul well slnped, ind ibo-te Iht middle <>ize, rf vunus 
f( loins (Vtpbluk, tawnVi toppci, ly t rhicfly of an olive cdo it 1 hen phy 
lognomy 1 1 n il bears niaiks if a that letf r leplrtr with fiaiikness 

1 he> ire not < ousiih red a sayaae people thr^ do not cat huiii^aii fiesli, nor 
lie mu <l IS tio<iiun^ iinong thani, < xeepiiii tiim of war. Tlicy ire not dt rod 
ol Liiti licet IS Ml 11 ulUt, pur Mi sionaiy at HetbeMoip, found, whcii lif> had 
lilt tuition t f aboiittwrnty of them ttu Cape of flood Hope liter could i ad 
i D^lish, md answer (|ucstnns fiom ar atcehisiii itli tolerabli facility. 

Ne\ 1 1 * iiistiMces of slnpwrttk then roasts iV know i but iictc ne in wbuh 
the peupU hare been ill tieaUd Ihe lite Mi Oucrnvd , Pit ideiit of thi 
15m eh( I Sr II ite it Cape town, inentinncd to n e one nst iiuv, wl u i ranie in di r 
his^wn u view, I win II he w'"is supeicai m of a DiiUh la*- Inliiiiiii Ihtv 
sill dto lifier, oi lellen, m \ug istine bd^/, on the east si ic of the south end of 
the is'cind, when a linnli ship had been sti iivded upi idsifiwdre ni nths 
1 efoie their arm al J he Captain, fbeeis and nen had ic ded iH that time 
with tbr<hatives, on stcing the iRitdi ship ainye at Uk nnuth of tin river 
Manchird, (which probably is the same ivrr i> that nimd Onteiinnl in Ai- 
lOwsinithN map) the ( apt im and ih« < lew c itne off to hei, -md sjlu lU d i pjs- 
sa^r to th< I ape, to which M Oreruvdt Aid Ins ( apt iiii « ustiit d I hey 
'^foiiiid th it til se sliipw i'( ( ked niarfiion had li < d m pc i fi et safi t v and h id been 
ticitid with ho*p t alitor dining the while time of thru mm iiki thcie Tit only 
thing tluy were lu waptof wits (loMics, with wbn h Mi Ou nirdt supplied thrin, 
aitei whuh be ind stUPe of his peopl went ashore with thepi on i viMt to/li< 
king of tintt pf;»rt of ^adggase ir c 

I hey k«)n atiived at a considr mWe town, wli^Tlh ofTicei called the si lond 
“Itinff, Voided , by hiu thty wtit well r Ceivel, alSasent ofi with a numhti of at 
ti iKi^ to 1 uracr a thr first 1 in^ , FhPv dan t to a brOad md i apid intr. but 
(ftiere l|}em„tleitbcr bTidg* not ant* boat, they lo ked at one another, wondering 
how they should gc t aeiViss tu rty*rwJtb two ihists which they bionght full of 
pi^*ftints to the ? wg bix men took pp one ot these clests, md went wuih it into 
tfir ^ater, thrre on one side, and three on the othei, supjifortina if .ibore th* 
eacit applying one of his hands to tt , m this way they earned it i rei 
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perfec tly dry* In the same way they carried over tiie other cht»st, and all the 
Dutch wnd French officers and sailors whp were in the company. ^ 

One of the saiioi^, not choosinj^ to be canted over in the above awkward way, 
stnpped off his clothes, and tying them about his head, jumped into ilu waier, 
and swam towards the other side, but when he caiiio lo the middle of the riv.^,' 
the cun ent was too strong for him, so that be was carded down btsfdre it,, and 
certainly would have been drowned, h^I not some of tiu- natives ha^t'*neil fu his 
ai^ristance. Soon after crossing the river, they ai rived at*lh«' town wherr the king 
resulsu), which wu^ constdCrahly Drgerthaii ifiat wliich Ll.es^ had seem before.' 
tVhen introduced to the kihgi he was surpri-sed toCind all the Frt nehirum well 
clothed; but when he found, on enquiry, that they had recyived tlnse clothes' 
iroin the Dutch, who, lie knew, wore a different nation from Hie I’rcm-.h, he was 
still more astonished, and called to Iiis attendants, who stood iu a low hchfnd, , 
saying, “ Mark thi^ : these do not belong to the same iiaiion^witU the Freiichayet 
you see they give them clothes ; learn to d<^ sit too." A house a^d aiie^dant's 
were provided for them all by the, king, whtice they lived votv comfortably for five 
month V. ‘ ‘ ' 

0.1 another occasion, tvhen Mr. Oncruydt was with the second king alone, 
while vicwbiy from his window a great storm at sea* be Sdid to Mr, Oncruydt, 

“ J have heard from my gAndfather, and from my unde, th-it nil these ihings 
were made,” pointing to the sea, Ike. “ Did yon ever hear of ilint^V ‘‘ Made,*’ 
said Mr. O. do you mean that the sea made itself No, no, (said he) I 
do not mciip thiit ; I menu -made hy its Maker." 0 yes,’’ s.ud Mr. O “all 
white people know that." *• f have told you'," replied tlie !a.‘cond king, “ who 
it waa that told me, now tdi me how you kndwit," On which iVlr. Oncruydt 
told him about the Uiblc. * 

There is a Ace of men in the tcighbourliood of Fort Dauphin, and . in other 
p.aits of the ueslcrn coast, descended from some Arabs, who wcr^shipwrci'kcd. 
They say they 01 c not origiuaWnhabitants, but children of the sea; because it 
threw out their fathers on the island. They wriie the MadHgti''ear language in 
the Arable character, and claim an exclujuve right tokillthe bullocks; but those 
who eat swiiie’s fle.sh Io.se this right. • 

It is reported that a race of dwails, called KiniO|K»es, dwell in Uie inferior of 
Madagascar — tiiat the medium^ize of the meu is a^ut three feet five inches ; 
ih.it they weai iongbearfls; and that the women are. Mnu inches shorter than 
ihf! men. These people are said to surpass the lest of the Madtiga^cars in point 
of iuf i llecr. At the Isle of France the existence of these people la called in ques- ^ 
tiou by the well informed, andlrcatcd as a mere ficlion, • - ' ' 

In sii extensive an island as Madagascar; there must be a variety o£ climates; 
th.- interior IS by all considered the most healthy, and , the southern part more 
boitidiy tlian th.« northern, probably because fucihci^rcnioved fr^ tlie eqpa^r. 

Jn tin; iiionlhs of January, February ,iand March, which are the most' unbealihy 
seasons, a kind of inteioiitting ^ever frequently prevai][(i. Hehiiul the town of 
Tunieliive, on the east coast, there is a vast morass, from whence unhealthy va- 
pours piocccd, which contaminate Use air. H’he heats in the iioitUeru parts, at 
some seasons of the year, must be very great, whiejj^ from the fumes, arising 
from stagnaicil water, and decayed vegetation, must render the climate uu- 
hcciithy, at least at first, to Europef|i constituliuiis. However, it is probable that 
the vast mouniains, and the many rivers and streams, %mst render the heat • 
more tolerabl", and tin; air more healthy. ^ 

There is no doubt that the Frepch garrison almost all 4 ie(l ^at F..pl; D iuphin ; 
and that once they were massacred and driven out: but pefhop.s neither is the 
fonq^T tojie whoilyVttributed to the cliraate, jor tlie latter entirelyato thf savage 
dispo.sitioo of the people. T.wq rea^ns aie stated by AWe ftoeboo, which seem 
full V to authorise this siippoiitiiM. • . ' • 

^ First. The diiingenuous conduct oFtbe French towards the natives, 
to a Mr. La Case, a Frenchman, who found fiiOiself neglected by 
of Fort Dauphin, niAwitbstandmg thh signal svvifQs h#bad rendered^ the 
French government. , He retired into the province of AmbouK aiid'liiarried the,. • 
daughter ol the priiujjpal effief. Five mor^ Frenchmen joined gnd thougK v " 
he had not aitcmpted any revenge on Jus countrymeui ^ ptjioeL.y‘atf‘ 
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on bttf betid by tho French GoveVndt, all the ehftifs were bighly tinragoii at 
seeing a plan formed agaitist the life f>f a man admm they hi&fbly veneja*erl ; 
and uhabimoti'ilv agreed not to nffmi^-'any su])ply ot cattfe, rice, &c. to the 
l^mneh; in consequence of which a Aimine ensued, tiliich r^diu.ed the settleri* 
t6 a.srtwJI number. ^ 

$eri)i>(!. The imprudent contact of father Stephen, a Catholic Missionary of 
the ordcr of St. Laz^r. . This man, eitherfiOl knowing, of rather having lorgottt n 
thovordsof Paul, ‘M'he weapons of onr warfare are not carnal,” c:irrie<l l^>rt 
bloody Eannersof war, and was determined to convert the people by thti swiwl, 
Scifig well received by a p&werful chief, «ho had a numerous setagli-*, he 
ihunglrt it would iK; easy to convert him; hot irisfea*] of waiting fbr t|ic ofpL'Ct of 
fioqnd 9Cfiptnr«il argument, he cotinnanded the chief to put away Alibis women 
except one: and threatened, hot the displeasure of God, bht to briug the 
FfC"ich arms against him if this order was not instantly obeycsl, attd that they 
Would deprive* -him by force of his siSaglio. The chii'f, instead of instantly put- 
ting hinf’ro death for his insolence, as might have been expected, begged fifteen 
days to consider the matter, during which time he priv;|^ely wuhdrew *wmi .ill his 
women. 'I’he Mi&^ionary followed him, accompanied by another brother of tlK' 
same order, and siX Frenchmen, all loaded with sacerdotal habits, and the an- 
thoritydf the bloody chinch with which they were collected. 

It Was told Stephen, When he overtook the chief, how vain his attempts at 
conv'i-rsion would be. He made no reply' to this, but tore, vith cons-ecraled 
hand.s, from the chief all his amuteta, threw them into the liic, and declared 
war, I.S it wonderful, that siiCh an attempt to fuForcc Chnstiaiiity was followed 
by the mstaut death of the Miisi^hnry, and all his conipunions? l^v ' ihvr of 
the chief they were ail Killed on ihe'spot ; and Jie s> wore the uttvi ^Icslrucliun ol 
ttio French. 

It is also acfiot, that a considerable number of the Knglisli soldiers died, wlio 
went to take possession of a fort at Tamela\c, alter the rapture nf the Ulo ul 
Prance' ; but they went at the worst season of the year, when the utmohi d.jugri* 
was to be expected in that p^rt of thc^slanil. 

It is impossible accurately to aserf^ain the pupiilaiion of a couniry diiidcl 
info so many d liferent tribeiC ' Abhc RochoUi iiY the ydftr l770,*r-.sliinatcd tin 
population at about four mlUioHa—^Rondaiix think . t^l^ty arc nhoiit. three m l- 
lions. ' If these estimates il^MSrny thing near the anmiint npvrards of forty ycos 
ago, it is supposed that tha^l^pulatiqn is now much' greater. 

As for the stale of arts there, they ivork iron, aynd make v.arious useful aiticle.s 
of it. They i&am.faclure also a strong kind of from the seenud bark ol :i 
tree, which is certuiniy an ingenious device. Mr, Milne >f;nt a few yaids ol ii 
4^0 the Society, from ihe Mfiuritlus. Of this cloth fimy make a wide 
rei^mbling our r'orn sacks, cutting two holes .at the bottom, rbrfhigh nhu-h tlv^y 
pass their feet. The w»cmien weave voiy bl'autiful baskets, or pogn.is, as rbey 
call them, from the iilaiTi«>nt>i of the leaf of the rawoit plant. They also sow a iw at 
deal of rice, not only for.lli^irqlirti (?iin5dmptiDn, bnt as an article of ti:i«it . 'I’iiev 
bring it fiown to the shore in bags,^ which me wroughi either of gris -, or rb.' 
inner hnrk of trees. They r^mund in Wo..d, which tney cut down with Ii.i v-bots, 
and make houses, cauoes, &.c. 'Hiey also nfhke pottery articles m a luastcrlv 
manner. r 

It does not however appear that’ tlie arts have made much prngrt'^s in Mada- 
gascar; nor indeed cofiild it bo expected, since the object of all wh^ bavt; hithf'iio 
traded with them has ifat b^n to do them ad^' retail good, but only to tditam their 
rice, oxen, and slaves, or to become their 

In thd sohdlern'p^v'tSi,, almost etery village ^mldton an etuiuenoe, sr'rromuled 
witlia dodhltr! j wii^in which is^A li&rapet of compressed earth, 

ah^ four feet bi^rh p and large bambods, drivcvmilh the ground^ at the distance 
of pw’ftffet From each ott^r', form ta kind of fortm^atio$; The dw’eUirig of the' 
the iKinah, which jSoiripilkes three or four targe TipdSes, enclosed 
W^partic^lar fouce.'* Slaves j^iard the Wnac night and day. ^ Horns' of the 
ohiwkis slam iu sacrifices, are sometimes’ huii^roiuid the dwellings of the chief. 
Th.dnrtpWha;h|Li^’qot reguUr streets ; theiahoiises are built df titnben and covered 
with' ykey have neither locks imr bolts; they live in a frugal 
maan^. ^ Thoi^ihi^ey have not generally regtijar bohr^ for their meals, yet it 
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t »l uncommon to Ihom dthe *it ton in the moiiung, md stip at four tn the 
ifttrnoon Ibeit f^ol cot is of (ULcUeat white mop wpU boiUd, o%u wbith 
»bpv p ur broth of meat, oi flesb, sPa«o««)l witn siffi n, linger, &< Ihese 
p am mesbPs are sei\cdoA the ionxes of the abicU am»«crs tht purpo <. 

ot so on , plite% ik.c. They have onlv two wiy«. tt mep^iing tlu ir ioo»l, brlt 
ID c I ly pot< or I oastins: un Uu uaN * ^ 

At Foul Point they put mtu the i hr|tt brmt teues of llie RdMftsara ABtl a 
1 iti( sea tt ittr, salt bein« almost uttknjwn to tii m In th* mttr i tl ey US'** 
lilt iHofstawUti leavta ot a tr( e win h i<i tiitd he salt tree 
I t aft I meats ( cept sotnoCimc'. \ ucr b k f Iti h ii t wh li p r^u mo ^ 
r r ctS'^iry ift a cuuntty wheio tin uitt r la not d f l» ir h a i s ii t ki p\ « Ic in, 
and ST nlL of then town m suppus d toejiitain twiiity-hye th is md inhabit |ils. 

riKir goeerniru nt c( IIS sS r a emcf of^ich ttiU who is m nn Uin»s “jetted, 
but geneially succeeds b} b iisbip i a<li iriuc n )ssp<^sps tb^ pi «u it ikes 
whch must frtqiiciitlvo casion br ils In erne puts ib iliietrflwiv^ irrtes 
li s Cfim tnd I slu ti| ped ni h iron, lb tlid of wbi b is otnaoiLnu d Wilb (o«*s 
bur print pal oriiiii nt whub d stingui bes tbc (bi*fi troin Muii suijctts^ 

jS ira|>ofre)w ol lif^ome puts the power of the ebuf is pjittJ x piisisp* 
tboii(,b iioC ^enn u y o Some small tsscmie is rt sed ainun., (iu p opie and 
g \t II to thi cl It li • 

1 ) terminal ns 1 i wirorfcate, are ^.pnonllv f< nn< 1 with lln < mturun e 
null insinttf tlu p pit wbi u as imbliU f i thi pin ost /lu com jniso 
of pcopit on n h in i isDn i vtiy ^‘leti Ibrs'* as tinbl is ate < ilJid Polt 
bus, 'itid m (I ns]( ih s aic inidt ubi b disj K\ inx iti ii> and iialiii il 
I r • 

lb ll Hid alultery *110 p»m lu 1 Ij Uw ubith s|i ws^bit pmarf pr ppit> is 
u p ted, aiA tl at the 1 ill f mini is ot «!o Mitirely lest iinoos tint p( uj U 
'IS some iffiim ^ 

Ihoii‘'btht> hive no (hiiK’ii that can ht calb Hbtir ouu, jfTtli ii hn^iuge 
mb reJut^d tod stem, i is i% id nt f tom d Caki hism md V )i ibulary iinr, 
wbub Ml Milne ob urn I it thp fslpi^iiance Their leirned rum, whom 
til} cill Ombrds cs, use the Arabic ibu^ct i lbp\ hive some b stones, and 

1 I itises mi Pftys e, Upometiy^and Astriboy fb« *111 of wntiri id tbou^ht ti 

'll bcin intiodueel by the Xnbs. 

I* pf r IS miniiticinred, 111 th# salle} r f Anibon), from the Papyi is Nibtics^ 
indnlbdlytb intuea Songi Sdti’^i j^eii ink i«p«p r I from the hub oi 
till \i in Dill), It is not so link is ouiv, but hOi a finer ^ks llietr pros 
lie made f bur boos { » 

some 11 It ves 011 the coast speak a little Fieiich a id I iiglish* • 

Fbysu ails ir held in ere it pstimution among them All tb*'ir scaoncp mn 
s ts I) k own^ onu aiomatic astringiiit, ami pifrt,stivo plants, which 
piioi lly R ale d mixture (f i 

flu y know but btt'e of anlhgietic they count to t#i, and id J 1 biaiuh for** 
•i h ten more TiniP i<r divided by moons Soieeiy is geiici illy pid i (d 

# 


CHAP. II. 

Reht*ton — Treatinent of the aged — JMatt momf^Cerenwnics ijht^ 
ing to Children^ fVar — Lommerce’^SUtes, ^c* 

1 1 ^ has been asserted that the Madagascai*- ha\e no religion biy ciro* 

IK Ills f*f they have a religion^ Iioumcr imj^rfeet it may be ^ jPliuy ackuow- 


nor offer pr avers , uordothey lepresent birAandrr any visible forms, because 
he IS good, iHitth^y offer sueriiu esito bim* Ibe otbei^s bad^ which WtycAll 
laf To bun tbe\ reserve ilw|^s a portion 01 tne vu tims which they om:r to 
theothei 1 be heac^of tln^fam^ Or chief, peifoims this officeT 

rheoci u*ons(f saeiih (#5 aie viriotas, stieb as exlraordioary appearanees ih 
ne heavens, cutb, or sea, commencement of some jfrand obtotlhLles j Oohclo 
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sfon ofjr^ties, &c. On the conclusion of treaties of peace the' cer omen y \x 
aw^il fv-thc blood of the victim is with brine and guiijjowdcv, over whicti 
sume liquor is poured, All who entef tafeo the treaty must taste it. The speaker 
Cimjiires the bad beinir to change it Into poison to those who Khali drink it, ^iid 
afterwards break the treaty. According to the custom of the ancient nations, the 
mo 8 tdread^u^ curses are pronotinccd on those who shall Arst infringe it. ' 

, A laeutlonrfjD who was lately at the isla^) of St. Mary, which is dose to Ma- 
dagascar, for three months,, related on his return to the Isle of France the follur- 
ing eercrnoiiy of making a bruifieit which is stated iii the information *8601 by Mr. 
ATHnc. b 

The intention seems something like that of free ma-^onry. When the people 
,wer^, collected^ a tub, full of bull’s blood, was placed in the middle of them. A 
quantity ofgunpovtder, with a pistol hr two, was thrown iuj after which it was 
stiritfid with a long piece of iron, the point of which every nnin touched with his 
tongue. The /iilfcct of this on the iiftives is so sti <,<«'', that they would do any 
thing fer ihe sit anger who thus l)pcuii.e 8 their brother, yfc.J, even lay down their 
liv«'s fur hiiJ3.‘ The same gentleman also said, that bhould ^ny nalive^trik^ a 
Kuropeafj, ttie Chief wou'd instantly order puuishuieiit, ’perhaps deatli. 

They have some confused idea of the creation. 'I'ho learned among them af- 
firm that ilte Creator of heaven and enrth ditw, fiom Lie body of the first Snaii, 
seven worrioti, ivlio are tlie molhf rs of the tiibes. This tradition evidently ori- 
ginaU'K from saerrd scripture. 

A gcnilcuMH related to Mr. M:loe a ceremony, which ho bad witnessed in ]^a- 
daguscai, au<l which ijc ura considerable resemblance to the Lord’s supper, r A 
company is collcoted, and a sacVKicc. killed. A table, iioverod with bai^na 
leaics, IS set in ihe middle. On tluK a person places three small pieces of bread, 
and pieces of the fiet«b of the sacrifice <tpposite Vo the bn ad, and a. bottle . 

with liquor, ^Thcn the master of the family ollVrs up a prayer to God fora bless- 
ins on hi? children and friends; after whidh the Krcad is broken, and the wliole 
distributed to the company.*’ 

Aged persons arc aniversaliv treate^ with respect, and never exposed, ars im 
.' ome pagan countries. Mr. Milne cctuld not obtain infprmatioo of the kind of 
ceremony which takes plaee.<oU the occa>it)ii of psarrfsjjb; hnivcitir, all agrefed 
that a plurality of womem' 8 ’cbfbraon to the chick's, hut that one only is legally 
beiiuthed ; that the rest are considered as concubines; that considerable happi- 
ness is enjoyed in the inatldaiunial state, but that divorces are not inicomition. 

The circiuncisiun of children is common tliroughont the island. On such oc ' 
easious there ii; a feast, the neighbours are railed^, and a sacrifice is killed. At 
the birth of children the soothsayers are consulted, and if their decisions pn»ve 
‘'unfavourable, the poor mtants aie exposed to the wild beasts m tlie woods. They 
suiy/^liine^ firi'y.uiis on the birth of childicn. ajid always use mu>.-h ceremony at 
the burial of the dead. « 

Wars are frequent in ^ladagascar, whico migjt be expected from the nuiiiber 
of independent govercinents, and rlu* general ■ ignorance of the people. The 
amis used previous to their )iitercoc,rse witp Kiiropeaus were the bow, the lance, 
and the spear, which th^v .throw with much dexterity. Swords and fiie arms 
ha\c been carried to them by Luropeang*' The conqueror claims all that for- 
merly belonged to the coriquered. In gtner?!, prisoners are not ill tieat^d till 
sold to European?. 

Ciwtio, rice, slavey and cloth, form the chief articles of export. The best 
rice fields are iu the inlerioi of tlie country, winch causes the people to remove, 
and makes them more unsettled. They biing j|ow« Ihcir article'^ to ihc coast, 
and continue «#.bere \tll all be di'.pi^cd of, afier^wjbKdi they return. 

Slaves arc {lersuns in war, .whom the and others purenoso from' 

'the victor,' bring dowi\,tCI tlie coast, and veil to .si^JSuropeans as traffic in huiiian .. 
beiii|!^v'^M‘bis is one oif the principal r:iu?es jof MajjSigascar wars. Gain prompts 1 \ 
ehe clni^ tb outrages, on pnrDosi|.,t'o obtaiitcaptiies. • ' 

<!.Cp,is almost nnkiMwu tlfc inUrior\if the island: they tyade by the ex- 
4^Aijy^bof Kucfijarticles as they reciprocally Spanish dollars pass on 1(10 

co£t, which ajre somfLmcs^cut into four paits^‘'i’he‘i; are yery food of p(‘wder, 
bsilT,{fire.attX^iji' knives, and ornamenU of rariouifWls, EuropeAn cloths, pictures. 
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i.c. Those «ho fire in the towns^ on the sea coasts arc said to base emUiaceil 
many ot the customs of tho'w who iratle with them. . . ^ 

Iheie is a coubtanl irade carried <»n with a|ftdaga<5car from Boui F 

Isle of Flame hoih^ri Fiuion and Enplirii ships. Die ttadtru» almost exciir- 

aively with ihe siMitlieii] parts of the island. i. *i * ^..1, 

Thc IsiamI of Jodiuii^ which is oin* of the Comora Is^s, lie-’ to i 

of the iioitU end of Madagast ar. The tliict ha* lorm V ,, afe 

English. Ife goes hy the name of Kina Gnirgo, and some of 
iim^d afm some of the branelies «•! our loya* fiimly. An -lOibdSb . 
lately fiom this king to the (jovetnor of the Cape oi <jood liope, . . 

his assistance aodinit the people of M idigascir, who c luic ovei iii loa 
held forty or fifty prisons, and iilund* led their island ; but the Goveinoi 
* oinply with their request. • 


ThefLouVii Player in the LanQiua^e q/‘ Mailaga$gai\ 

R.'iit-sjica ^-daneliits), atig.are ano ho filsa life i iam^ap aim, 

Vaihn Otm tn Uaven thq miRmfitd bt » 

naie; ari9|pnipo>ai]o ho » fa, iz aii taiine, oucoua an-danghitH. 

gui 


vs fhepf^urt of ihy hca)t be done f« ea)lh a* i/ m heavitu ^ 

aiiaie anaiicii.ii aniouanne inoufe abi. lane lou Zihaie, < » lai . ^ 

/« »/a for our \ripf toil day ihu brtud all, Utmit /•> tt » < 

finnalienaie lal^i ahi » t u.i za’*' iiiixale i t.innjbt lasti i ({in ran f 
aV; u- fotgwe tnVjmHes tocwt 

an ini' v<lse-\ttse latsi fea^ ano in llcne/a onaie 


ooiStiirtr full 

aca nnnitilse 


do not • 
Mitsi ihl. 
ml at 


Itfd 
A men 
Im 


Ui iV 


c inceptions tvU. lut tfou Jtoitb 


Rso 

Kouo 

T eloii * 

htiil 

T>iim 

Hi Ullr 

hiiLii 

V alou 

( JVl 

J’olou 

Polou rte nmlj'' * 

Poluu rour ainbe 

pQue puiou 

Koiie poioii rcc aiube 

leloii polou 

Telou polou rec ambe 

Llfat polou 

Jafiat polou rec ariibe 

pemi polou 

Demi polou rec ambe 


yimbet s» 

I hum 


two 

tb,f‘ \ 
foil 
Jiu 
i I 

WVc/l I 

ngh' { 

nme 

un 

*ltien 

tiLclie 

txienty • 
twt niy one 
thirUf 
thirty one 
forty 
fnity one 

m 

JiJly one 


polou 
iTiou polou 
Vdlou polou 
C M polou 
/itou 

S^atou lec imbe 
Zatou dirui ambe 
Z itou polou^ambu 
Roue zatou ^ 

Deny zatou 
Ain\e 

Dimi ainve ^ 

. ^ 

Polou arrive ^ 


agltiy 
sum ty 
a httudnd 
C a hundred 
J and one 
V*a liuadiid 
I five 
J a handled 
and tenee 
tuo hun^ 
died 

Jive ,hun* 
dred 
a thousand 

5i Jtle thou- 
sand 

ten th<hi* 
sand 


Samoussi 

A^ohora 

Alotanda 

Alacamari 


Ifeavenly Bodies. 

the Sunk I Azoali 

« the Mom I Alimuuzeifori 

Mars I Alim&i^be 

Mercury •! 


s * 

Jupiter 
Ken«» " 
Siturtu 
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Pos^a 

Ju// 

AlSsr^be 

1 

It irl/ 

Ml a 

Au^uit 

Vatraiiti 

M 


Huhia 

Sefftrmber 

* baff lid 

Afit 

1 

S-icairiJ SI h 

( *( l( bf r 

Atsihi 

* M 

/ 

S aiM 

V Jt mfter 

> Valascii 1 

It 

t 

V 11 ar I> LOU 

fhurnbt 


No. VI. 

j,4l count the hie of rrctni t 

n^r fl» natt 111 the Isle ot Tranoe .^fnprally i«o ideretl lathcr hciTtlijr 
n ill otheiwisf‘, lisKcitUy ihniit ihtf (iiitn of thaifalanu InUtt vuinitv o< 
Tort Louk, the pun ipal i«>nj /ciiishr shippn and the ‘‘Ht ®j|{, v rnittijit' 
the heat III the months of O t 1 1 r Noxciiiber, a<jd Dt(«mUi iT^paHic uJaily 
o| pr» and at t tii< '« ivnuld be invnppoiti) le if o wen ii >t for the s* i bif (Zi •* 
which giQ^riily set in towards the evening Ah nt the I itlcrcn f of f m iiy ihe 
huricaties usually (omnaeiue ^ ihcirdmatj n ib ahoiif two n on hb and they 
arelK ()uently \f d stfiutiV to shipping, plaiitnti m and hiis s 
One ohs< rt itton abi h ttnrU m s ni^ decrrec to mlittu m in t tlUji pinion 
genei ill^ ei t<ttR nn,! of the he'ilthiiies<i of the ishnd is, ihil ^moi ^ int g* lu 
rilitv of the inbabitai ts, ihert iu not any v mirk ible app irav''cs of loiigi'vity 
iiof art time % ly instuicc s of ihit nature i ii r cOr I 

rn< pnA» Oifliib of t)ie ibhtui are sii ir, eiiniv, i little indi .,0 indioltui, 
fhe litUi iiLicIm isinlerior to th^t wh ch i,ruus jt Bouibon^ bu F it I mis is 
thegc Iter'll mart for ali the pndu ts of bourbod ind th* otliir iblinds, ind 
in oi dir til'll the of bei islands iii:^ be whollj dependent on tlio Isle of I in e 
or MiurtiUH, the goviiniiti'nt h^y i duty on o/f pr mUu ts of the o hei 

is| »ndb, when exporfi d froUi tin phec of giot th dnect is nwt pf im IK d 

t > be ciiltiiated on aiiv of Up ibUuds, except VI lunrius, in ordti that the oHni 
islinds mai bf» depend nt on her I r th «t necessary iilult 

The plintirrs inthelsh ut f i in i nnrnifirtiire i spii i< s i r airack oi nun, hul 
of pn niti I lor quality I In nnnioeoi Im ad-f < i b is bt tn mtr uluted th« i fi ni 
^la(>at;l8(^r) and ihnves mil tinizt, or « iidnn c nn ils „ro\\svi(ll tin 
nnd tin'man ue, firm tie p iii< ipil ingrcdieutb of nc^io lood Allplmts ind 
fiinisfound in liopual sslainJs i c getiualh iibe nnt wiUi^iIk cm .,rc tl ihun- 
Slince iK&piiii apph appeals to Im one c f the nitiic or or ginal fn its f the 
Ktand , it glows in piofnsioii iii dilb^enis pirts, without niy ciiliii iti ii Ihe 

guilder root is to be fRiod over the giealei pitt of the island Aroinalii plants ai< 
»lso<pbundanr fht efft ivra ari|n gfroiu ibeiii is so stron.', “is to bf buibiblv felt 
on ippiuar bitig tlu is| md on th< N. W side 

Noth ii(, CIO i\ceeO*^Ai/e mde r >f the bteniiy, which the whole extent 1 1 
the islaiid displiys, <n bail ng tow ir'^sANrt L>nis. Ihchcuitifnl ippeiraim 
and V iViPty ot the ^ iiitalinns,^s ime of m tn h are cat iitd to ft hie^t ht i.?ht up the 
Milts of mountains and lulls wrhose sinfTiilb aie genr lally oo\tred with various 
<h S(r(plioo<« of ItVes and en igrccn — nvet the attention ot the strang,cr, and la 
S(.ttsib V'cie-t*ein his mind the inostp c bdii-aii >iis 

hheeutraliiLeiQtp t^oit 1 uis i catrcnittV dltbcutr, -\nd t iimnt beappiosc'hed 
without tin guldgnba qf ft pii^t iris cotnpfetftiy surrounded wiU coi li ban|cs, 
wh iJi are uiCrea$ti|f ewV ytai* jn ihe b^bOUi -ire basons fit t > icteive 6hips 
«.of tJi^ Ime , aiid^o d6ep<and comtnodious fi haitipuri that ship^of consider- 
libic Uirtheu bactus^ in wididJie sboii* , 

<' 0 ' landing, th^ hrxt^ofjijfict which ^rrrebts the 'itUnf^on of the strangei is the 

my denca, by a gentfeman who hiid for ^oma lunt been a residi nt 
•f > 4 t Port C. ^ 
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icxeintnent liousS, an elegant, grKtcnsi^e btnlding, partly iMiilt of aloiin and 
ofwMMl jt IS built alter the Indian mode ol ai( bite tuie, having 
vil trirs ir balcon e^ pKjecting out and runomu the whole extent oi thebutfdinM 
at each story upon %he whole , ic h is t gmitd appi ir'in^e, ind h the only buito* 
lUj^hoitlu ol notue upon tbi wh< Ic ivhnd flu. towu cf Toil Ta iii^ has» gent- 
r lily sue ikiiu, i mexn ipiieinmc , the houses, built^ wood, jrive a ^onin* 
which wlunaddid to the niiirmncss if t » •‘tie 1 iniPlhi dirtily which they 
aic •^iirioiind d, i auscs consul i ililc d sinp ji tiiu ti to tin s rin^t-r, #tiose ex* 
p tuions ha\e lieen licighteiud fi un wic (xttiini ippetranci of tiu i^hiid. 

J i (*oniv oihi rp i iu luiiiilmKd'iu thi pdice itfi e mi runt cf|iis(icc, md aro 
onl\ t > oe disiiii^uislied by being ol stone, agd bciiing tiictr icspectisO 
li lint b 

1 ncic 'sppeais to haxe been foriiinly a cluuh on (It isMnd it is nou iii 
riims, and no snbstitiitt his\ft tu-rn irtfiod On imkin^ inquiiy nhv the 
thurihwis suitt red to K in nil \\ithoiit nny means luin^ used to it pm it, thf* 
reply was, they hid no iiimty to build another, ^noi were any ippl e^tiutis mide 
,li the II hah tants fir tin neto'-'.aij iid • , • 

111 1 libber ehss ot inhibit nits hi\« tl eu houses without the ’‘kiits of the 

tow-ii M my of tluni an h tudsoii i. within, l ut KciifTilIv h i\e i tiu tn ipp sr- 
ine< fit 111 I apu b uitof wo d , miu> ql the houses hate binall glide iis attdclu 1 , 
wl uh tend iiniih toenilijuue i value 

f hn Clump do Mirv is tl e onU pint on th» islinJ exeliisi\(l\ ippiopi u it 
I < fill* public Ills i i>pai lius pliiii, ne*iiK stpiiri , -ind hoiindetl b 
I) il at til Ic tot wiuth aii 111111/ t If gaiit ct Ua„ s and oUui buildiotrs, tint 
g \t to till 1* 1 III II 1 irl 11 'iipeiiMietf 

It w n I I iijqti isuilicistsd of Chim ptde M rs stand pnt ot a supeiU 

II nurn *i t 1 1 1 d ni 1 j»io 1 if afoiin r a f rn ir «•( tu ra^ lh» buiMiri-, lits 

> ii • j- I I in I I i , bi t«tlu (xpi i«>i tl hill it tU wrholt fir I XI «e<l* * 

II til si > ii| uu , li \ bail li inuiidei the net sa l> ot imUo iip the tut 

d II ik II ^ ^ 

111 ihis litnuhtnl spot th luhihitnU, when the weilhn p imts, me t m 
puius tor 1 1 inn^ luilii ry mn ii, pioin iiidii , riding, &i ml si Id mi ir tu “ 
fill ht 1’ < 1 btf'-n th ir bulls, fontfit , i 1 1 It ecnei illy i ml nu liU a 
litt hoi 1 tl < u t III HI II, r n I eiifii tl tn 1 Inid desott the wh * of ilu u 

ti( III s 1 1 imus( niciits Ihi lai^ Iheaiie s pen Ovet> nighl eiltiti lot bills 

Ol tl 1 IK 1 s 

I j> p 11 ♦> 1)1 iinus inenls is hil itinl ’imont the ill 'ts wr I as the 
\ iiiig J I II I I II ucoisioiiiu 1 1 th w ait rt tl h^r IIS 11 d ni ril I stiiii - 

loll a I pi 1 I III III n i|i iii.lig, ous, tl till utmost poss 1 ^ I* (extent. 

1 il a I hiwcv I at w im u^ltlu iiihitin uiUlligf rit, s iinliii tn^,*wlio 
« iiti but til p[ Jit 1 1 in \ ell ut libi 11 k pt opi n f 1 the u e i f 1 11 
full lilt I I t mipiicd witii tl* Hrixtmiss olahe inh tbit uUs, an le\^ 
>11 It 1 ' • 

[11 n I ) t’ ♦'mile 1 art t U miiAuiiti urine but 1 s’u 1 riihi »f or 
vsuii I e li ji I liiKiiib'i 1 ) Mip fill uf tin III I n olj i ts ot ill ti t-ir pui 
sits It I I HI I 111 d iiii.e s md play inusi^ well hri <du ill n (in sih'Nj, 
md she 1 i iii hid mt into s i v wiih 1 \ ica it in n I iin«usctptil It pcrhips, 
f t th 1 f sLiiii IK t < f \ iiiuc aul prii ciplt s 1 1 ss iiti{ill> -ii v to tl 1 support 

o til telna f inoifi 111** «-dui a(i m ut thi ycum, ruVn i 8 not le^^ iti dcr. 
s III Imiilis 11 I \(r, li iM t iki n pwMi ulii ^re n th^ liual on ot theit 
v Ills , ail I Mull I i tl I lit IS h i\ it id uuj tdsaiiltgc lia t .. vi n pi oofs ot bs iig 
(o^se'^si.d 1 1 mill Is jt IK, {-,> st wtm* 

riifi pi 1 Mtim is i\ 4 s to white, ^pAtire piopio of coloui, wi I be liiJu ten 
toom. ''ojju iiivc stated il>e iiiiiiitKl^'^lavrs to be seiei]ty,otlieis(i}J^t> tlKiu- 
Kind , it'woiiW 'ipptar, however, these iimrAuis art gieatfy i\i«>^€ 4 'atedy 
indthit filiv thi iis<ind iniy be oonid 1111 gis niarer the Jllark ATo»>L(t the 
sleixe appeir lo he n uivts r f Madafhsi ar a id Mo» imbit^ie *th *su. itc r firo*^ * 
poitionaie Irom the former is and, and are gcnifjillir qonsidired iiiort vaRiabie^ 

)Ti a I imt id their 'ictnity, qiiKkne s ot^ppKhcnsi m, nud ^ady turn ot ftTfhii 

III acquiring tbi Priiieh laiiguiae^ they aie ais > imuri easily taught Iradet*, ttc. 
liie Atncati s*a\es more fMiis\^,arc ^j^encrally cmployeiji on (iUn'dtinns, 
tiid ijot utdiequf «tly subAltuted in the place of boasts of burthen* Alf tlfe uior« 

Ce 3 
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chamli2« lan-ird at il < Me of Fnnce is put intd waegons o\ drav% to wh cfir 
AW \oke(I trom ve to tuur ci n ne^roe**, tnil they dfa^ tht se wagj:ons, h( avily 
fallen, to vm mis om >/ n^s oi stoHS stationed in difieient parts cf P it i oiiis. 
Tt has been Dtited that the < \re more l^an five huiidre I blades who aie set opitt 
for, and aie d I Iv employed in tUi^ desr^ idmg work 

lh( gH itC4' P'lt or proUute ofiht sliu ( s alsotiansportecl in this mmiier 
f om th( f^ant itu ns in 1 1 in*f n r to ihe pntitipd port , ind ihe atutrfion and 
pity of the straiipCr iic fitqien ly aritj^ud lo witiiebs the disticssing sit^iieot 
ftma'e| iiit itcrimmati h yoked with ui ic si iv s, to liugi wa^^onSj ^iihjeip to 
the unnieic tul contr ») of i iu|:i(> d imi « 

1 he situati H ot d s a e, irf this qimu r of tli I e, is m ire h^niilutin^ dnd 
oppreSbi^ rl 111 in ir \ othrr with wlich I » iq iin cd The French arc p^r. 
fiLidarlyr II ce 111 Hi ii i tin fi u , fii in'>tii c, n miii or tern die shv ,bli k 
Oi ahnt, is p'rin tt <M » v^u slier •, ind it is U m the stmt adheicner to this 
petty laa, tint j f < hhkduhit pr n di>tit.asi ]fi m a s 1 i\l Ihe 
Freiu.!^ ^1 nf rill^ knp ill p oilrotkooir ii •• sid kx dibtiiic , ind ircit 
thrm with iV« 1 Ii« 1 1 nt mpt I !>' uksand peopi i loluui aie m tpe.mitted 
to rev (it iiithediitii »f h to\n, ti > aie ► I rfdto t ik npllirii re^idmce nt 
ini of the<xtrrmii oM'iit Louts, nui th>s( (alsaic uii>ui)giiish(d by Uie 
dpp< II ill jn cf Mil tun, or in other noi Is, Flack li wn 

Itishiidytib txpfitil, thit fioph thenshl^'l®- sinh pirjiidiies cm ficl 
denoiisrf ooihii g t' e r < nditioii ofthose unfoit niib slivrsMlif iir iindir thnr 
<ont ol hidn d ih v i etched ipprarance of tl u gii it hulk ot the sms hrw^ 
cvidtijili th it It IS htidiy o«« 9 ible to he tii i wor^e (uiidiMr ii th in rlu > u illy «ie 
fiesAiiou* nifthidsies ited to of pm i hinjf sines, d » y w ui 'enuitj of 
iiivuitoii dn idfull^ nuv , for lustiiuc, tbiy chain iw > sU\( i * vrthtT 
f \ ilh an II m rod rm t d routi I them t, cks so hit ih one < i mot m \« < i v ill 
aithout th( consent ol th< olhi i SI ucs -m^i cqio ntly in t 1 1 • u Mrti i > h n ii 
nlirg mikolarr md tin u necks from which pi )ti oil, at rqnl 1 stmts, 
f turpicctb of lion rof ibnit ten iq,chtvl mg, ifd thn ugn which iie ilso ii ttxl 
sharp non Spikes which oomph ti ly disible the pan i leituri, w| u s do mi * to 
weir It, from Uiiu down to sleip^oi csentuining lound his head Ihu me 
nidiiy otiur eqii illy smgutdr contr ivdiices ^ and it » peih ips liuin thi nmnUr 
and htqiencyof such citiel p inisbrncnts, ^^hat the inhibits Us have lo^^t all 
b* ii'^e of p og let y ind feehii,j; 

The mid iliny in 1 lifWff cli'^scS ol inhibit ants are in gom iil indnsti oii«> ind 
there arc auion^ l hem. ^n any exccHuit mcchanns, all lit o«- fui tridis nc 
cairud ni with bpnit and smuss, (he Iiit,c ir n fomnUry for castin c inn n, 
&c aind tt e txtens ve ma iiif-« tOry foi ill s^rls of hardwaic, which belong 1 1 
i ne pefsbn, would do cr«'dit t > Birram^hini 1 1 my other ninuiKtiiiiij.^ town m 
} ngl ind, not oniv foi extin , hui also for the ingtniuty ii d i ilyi I tin work- 
<iiianvhip thp h iil iii g his bicn fb mrriy cirned on toi oiisidcribh exUnt; 
and 10 pait of the w irld fiords ni lo faidity f )r th it puip >>e 

lor the«e, and m««.iv other po iti if r<is«,ins, tm I>Ie cf Iimri biromes a 
place ol i mside^ahlc iinpoi ane< ii ti 1 1 of war rspet i illy to Fiaiir i , to wl om »t 
hi 1 ^ged from th^ uitk the Dut U evacuate I it in rht yiar ITHk |ti» itpicsoi 
subjictto Oieat BiiWjip^* 


e , T/^e Lord's Praier in ik$ Hottentot Lw^uage, 

CiTA ' lip ne nanooii? na, «a ons .Kiot^ie, si koop " In, si gr 

Ou^ Father, ihet ktwtn in, Ihp hame ha^i^fd be, th j kinfit m nm iiuf mil 

^ « hoop ei nc oinoi p A^Koontini, cita eecorobe heap maU ncci, i 

hef^one eariU on the heav n |/| u$ ^ our dat/y biend give ui thir day and 

abprootikoo oobak ltd cifi sooroUi aufcoo utea oi be ka koomtni, i ti 

dew /o/giv« I/I (in nd fid r uo me /b ^ti>e as ord no* 


No. 'J/II. 



VARIOUS WORDS PHRASES. 3^ 

<v kdt < 1 , pmi roida np gi ; o sa ne koop kf, i 
iSemp ruun lead in «f, but dehv^ us ex^Ujrom , fw thine ihe kingdom is, md the 
U i|», I dn ISA 1 amo Aiiieo 

puu ei, and the ^lory yi elerniO^ , | 


Ffoii Mils ji Aopi irs ill ii tht' Ifutto Hot rJ i liriisod n thiee diiT«iPiit sphsps, 
ist fur bt dofii — *21 f)» * fA — 31 for j« Tuewoid^ia iKo used for viill artd 
0*1 Bn*^ tin \ (lisMn/tij«>h the u ihieut sinsis in *» i M»cy u^e sin-h woith by 
reitam reuMrl thlei luib oi lUiks if ilu tii .jur, oi whwh K would Ifc very d ffi» 
ciVttoroiicv an\ idum pap*-! Hrafve^ wm h I mopesn tally urquamted 
wuh the diffi'rpnt k ndsol 'li as, clatk*, oi lUtiit ci Utc s uu he iriigh^be Able 
to reduce Ihem to efasses, and invtni i Lain 6 gus^oi eacb , 


Albp 

A up 

Aiip 

Awi 

Ceb 

ri..n 

I en 

(»iu lup 

Ip 

Is o 
Klip 


HotUntot ^Ford^, 


do!!: 
man 
blood 
rain * 
day 

ujtk » 
paiinti 
Jinwi 1 
kt*l»r 

fo la 
ntvlher 
horse 


K^p 
Kski 
K*ik I aup 
Kmip 
Kip 

Kaakakas 


O 

Oib 

O^ip 

0»n 

Taian 

likas 


* road ^ 
to tench 
teal he*' 
hook lei/e 
brother 
sprnt 
lih 
son 
iije 
home 
uonian 
tuUi 


Sit a icnp Poniu in kap 
tsi onc< til lA t'v t^v 
tsa « baoop koo Iia 
tsa tymp aapi^ 
u hoiii na kuhoma aie hoop 
maad n hoowaa 1/ec. koo breep 
tnoo Ima daa 
tgliai tr sua tAi wine kahob^'i tuo b. 

Cam 1*1 sita soorn itio liaa khlulua 
thaa oo kai d 1 1 oiick o ua 
tsu \ 00 goo oiei daa 
t/aads DO h la ka#o kghoo 
ot^hipoitn ^aip 
o kad leep. Amen ^ 


Our Fatter who aii in heaien 

tfu^ tued be thy name 

thf hinudwn come 

thy 'mU be done 

tn earth as H u in heaven 

g oe us thu day oui dudy bread 

undjngive lit our debts 

I as tee Jorgueonr dthtors 

and lent ra not into iimptafion^ 
but dtlii.er u from evil 
foi thine n thf hria^dom ^ 

^ the puna and the glory 
Joi ever and eiey Amen^ 


Th( LouVb Prayer lathe Vorama Langua^, 

\ 


Sookwap 

Xaukakaas 

Koonoop 

Sores 

Kahw‘ •• 
Dadsi 

Koin 

Aub 

Darms 

UmiBi 


Namac^ua fVurds and PJkf^s» 


i Godf also 
knee 

spirit, or the teaef^ 
if ui heails 
kfavtn 

tun 

moon 

eternal, ffeini 
man, or huma^he^ 
tng 

man, or hutbond 
woman 
house • 


ITmmi mtns | 

De cdocho aub 
De cuo anb 
Ne eicha aub 
Madi« ah 
Mucm||i 
M oony 


JDsaul ' 
D^aun 
B141 


the door of the 
hou e 

the nrh man 
e the poor man 
the bad man 


how do you do 


eyes ' 

cou 

ems 

calf 

calves 

foaht 



m 

r.uf\\ 
i unmb 
< om icoo 
llbap 
Haarii 


t’p^ou^h 
lin IK ^ 

Oiu mso 
K^flkoub/ou 

J[ * 1 1 IK, A 

Ik'iJkv, i 
K^inkui ic!> 

Js nluu 

Amnidlpu ' 

Duudouiiia 

Quele 

]V1(i|a 

1 liukiOi SP 

luvoul i 

I ii>pt/l iha 

Ioaon/< 

liitaba 

Umlilo 

Amin K n/i 

Outj u n 

J'riia/imbo 

In/Jou Vw, 

l^inktngo 

Itoinbo 

ixjusou 

Mina 

W 1 nna 

'1 ina 

T numtou 

L«a 

Akk< u 

Akhoue * 

'I » nil *■ 
Malum 
•S^iitatoii ^ 
J^iPiinc 
SiPiit lauoii 
Sitiita«^iKldtaii 


“VARIOUS >V©RDS \ND PHRASER. 


rtru 
h t e 
ho! 


VI Jit 
<i ty 

mitnn ^ 

t It /tiff ^ 

thi \un 
the 7noon 

itOiS 

‘‘//it heatrn 
clavifs 
thunder 

iUUW 

ih uifid 
the devil 
the tain 
tin faith 
ihi sea 
a mounlatn 

ftte 

ViCtft 

pUiS 

corn 
a Imusf 
tht door 
tpoon. 
toarm 

J 

thou 

ue 

ihry 

ye* 

not 

notie 

OilL 

itio ^ 
thite 
four 
foe* 

ilX 


Fid i|) 

I idigoo 
Fima 
Ooip 
Anigha 


Caffic Worfh, 
f S tnkaki 
Th >ba 


Aminasouin iinmi 

Soumr 

Smrnc mhmi 

C’mkbiAlo 

Vella 

Au 

Pjgite 

On 

Ne, na * 

In 

Inipi ^ 

I aiuba 
Bao 
Ouitini 

T mibaka bao 

ToiHubi 
In<\i4luir 
Klogo 
Ame'.| lo 
MIomou 
Mlume 
I cbe 
"1 amnia 
Zaai^' 

Inclotla 
IJinWi 
M icz 
Metole 
K ifii t 
H i» s) 

{iib( wzi 
liibuu 
rlutaka 
Koukouki/i 


fUa 
jUas 
u.aler 
Itic 
hi rs 


scji a 

eijit • 

^ r 

Vi tie 

ten 

txietity 
hundu I 
fiom 
to 
ta 
but 
a id 
t^llh 

an i nervy 
huufn r 
fathei 
tnjfJnr 

( fatht^t ioVy Qi bi&'o 

I ih, 
a ptrl 
n ter 
ih *hti{ 
the eye 
the mnutt 
thf / nijrut 
the hpit 
fUi^h 
btiVid 
a tnarr 
a ’t man 
a too) 
u cn'f 
an o X 
a / tv \e 
t Joat 
a http 
a bud 
a hen 


. y' No vrii. 

Provisional Chn/ch Resrtfilation^ the Batavian ( olony at the 
V Capf o/ Goa^ Hope,’* 

Juli/ Ij'h, \S0i, 


I I 


ftlOljPRAl PMKCIPIE iS 
Akticlp iJ 


> JdEGULATIONS. 


*’ Al I^corniniiniiioawbirsbippmg a Supreme for the promol on of virtue 
and goeiFmeials, shall enjoy itf 5iis colony an equal protection of iliclavis. 

* Hiese ijegu'ations weri made by the Dutch Government, in thelnterval be- 
tween the resiViration apd recapture of the Colony hy the hngiish. 
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# 

0 If 

Fteiv commun In sb^l! its ptis ision ontnS wilhout lunruperly tax* 

ifiL ihdt uf anutber, aud shall pi rmit c\< i> oi i tiec access lo its uicclmgs 


I UK * 

No exclusive privileges ar« attacliMl to an\ leli 'tous confess on jn society 


> 


IV ^ 

Nneslnll be pctmiUed to pi if rm aiij d viiie^ -vlie, iiof keep public oiret 
iiij c \f pi uph the pi rf cL kiiouh J.,t of il c C uv< jiu i 1 r the tiinciheiilg 

. *v 

G» yiinmeut ppim is evci> c^mnu nitv tlu liet »\pliu i ion of their partimlaT 
sloiutne, and never mai-t in o » or «/ If tlu n iii It hjwiiirpre- 

Mr\ts the unaUtnilile pmtr t» )ii Uc wh it eiU< t su h jo trine has up n the 
pioi nod upon tht in in I an 1 bchaiiour of the i]ih*il)itints It s oblicf^ to 
oppose pKVint or in dtriti fbosp clfeits^ui isi tliei niav 1 < found prijiid (thI 
Thi 1 ( .,>n(nTie 1 i ...id in the r p lU n | iir itt it sti t ons to < n loifh n 
t i^piittothi dati iisofCt v< iiniei)^ Ai>oppoAitcni ihsjbcdiaicc lo 
U law I (I a viol itio i of go d otih i * * 

VI 

No houses in , f i tif n p sc i f pi rforin n/ divine strvnc if anUcvci 
cum I iiiittv If nny bi In icclt ii le milt exi i ivii the knowled^ c oi, alii 
jfUi hivii )l I I 1 d dill )1L nil ss on fic h <i vciuui loi the timclciu 

VII 

^ 111 fi m tin s i ki In n niiv uc hi td it il v i tl 1 1 (imi thin thi u ml 
^lll]'l> or 'I h i>s 10 i in pH hi h he& witho it dui peniiission of tin Go 
\ M 1 1 th tun I) 1 iiid 11 11 ilwtvs uqdcr tlu M,iiiiiiue sii 1 if tlu i< 

piiMt t;y ci (Il il ti 1 coisistoivoi thire nmiunit^ lo ivhi hti s per 

IS h I)., veil I sli t I Jd tluhc separttc meetings 1 he cons sti r> iiiu*t 
t k ^11 tint ^o Mil ^ ilsi itiPs tT^c pine, ind that ii > doctrine be tiii{jhl in 
*.1 n sti nr wifii ^o d in nls or with the tnnquilhty of socle f> 

• \(H 

No c immunity sinll i ion ise the number ef its public clergymen without cv- 
piess peiinission from the Governor for thisAiiiic b^iogy who bss a light to ludje 
1 f thi ni 1 1 ssitv the icof. * 

• ^ IX- 

No commiHiifs ^h ill appoint a public etirG^nnan who his not prc\iousl> ub 
taini I tlu II hr id le&ideiicc fiom tneGovrinu. 

No leisijmcii Tr p rmitled to pn uii iii public who have not picviously gone 
tlirui h the lepiHi uiiivc rsitus^ h i\e given ti^tiniorucs el thiir flnliti^s, Mii 
thcicLv hive been n uiarly ordained i& ts cu&toni ii> in t ac'i couiinumty. 

M • 

No petspi) lint 0 in^ ie.,ti1jil) ordiined, being paid aud subjeetcik to psrti/ ..r.r 
"oe eti s inniposed oi mi mbeis fiom oil? or more cominimitit s, sh ill be fob i iteer 
in this CO ony lor the purpose <A < xeic s ng any part or the ollu ♦ of puhl c oi 
private pn aclicr is a mis^iitiarv fi m siuh vocietjc* nn iig inv of Cl iistiin 
lomnumirii s, citlu r at prcseiilor tint ir ay m luture be cstahhbhcd with public 
juthoiity. 

XII V 

No one ispcnniitcl to give any pubic oi privi^c imtiu^on of teligion in this 
colony except aitei having duly ubtaACd permission to lesui^Iiete, hiving .,ope 
through his ex lUiination, and being Mchi^4*d duly qualihed to instiuct, by the 
cOnsistury of that comuinnit} to vAiJh ho belongs. 

ICIII • t 


All such have be'^n xent hi 
purp se and have i-iven info 
rectlt from he ncc uueler the namo 


from HoUAd by lawftil authuity foi that 
I fbatsthey aic deKirous^of piocecdmli; d|j^ 

missionaries to teachigand cne ouraae leli* 

gion, and civilize the Ht ithen beyond the this colony, deserve Tor such 

a laiidibie nudei taking all possible assUance, encoorafemeui, and $upport*firoiii 
government. , j 

• XIV ^ 

1 ho goveriioi^or the fimc being can i^x the nupiber,«as well as the lesfileiiee of 
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fnoso who h*i\e gi\efl information of bem;^ <l«irous to cxerciso the dut 
atnokii; the Hottentots, in as tar as the orgma\ mtiveb of tli^ colon \ inhibit 
M pat lie village 1 or kiaals, rctno\r d fi» m tin Chii«tnns a id stand under the im- 
liK^iate pioti ttioii of the goif rnment ot tins roloiii 

No one uhoMitvei ^ball be allowed to dn thcs«in< without having pieviou<^ly 
obtained ptin i s in tioin Uie Ciovrmor; in which ease no miisiouarv shall he 
iiltowed to int ifcie any kutlirr with the soi tal state of these IluLttntoU than 
Huy be pcrniiltid ivm by<ai< <^io\friior for the tii te btirig. 

All irid ^entpi isnns mast be supp<»itrd out ol the donations collected by eaiji 
comiiinn^cV, thty b( me peisins bcloii^iiigto that lonimunity , 

f \V1 

If I'tpein'iKcrito ^ny per on, pr^^cssinj: hi& ^fuiid rei on, and hiving attuned 
4hc< 1^1 of matmit} to id/lr< ss oiniM If t) one or othr i coniinunity of this nineej 
naodirjf to his ehoue, ind to cau^ tiiinseif to he in'^rnhrd as amembci ot that 
coihni niitj , iBd li' t wh-c to alfci, solimtiiily as to the i hoif< he has nnde. 
But is 1 Ml ' ast thpr( is no po iIim d# I tiation to the /‘triry, eood order reqnnes 
thit everjf p ison U loimd to bdoftg to sorneiommmi >i whub his p.iients 
me m» oilx is oi in \v i h he h is been biptirid. In ci c llu oirents belong to 
diftt r 1 1 < mmnnit e«, the < hild mu 1 hclune to tli it of the iithi i , unless some 
oiliu artauevnunt has t ikuii place bUwiin liiv fatlif i and mutlur. 

WH ‘ 

riu p iblje <«i I ools ft’idmg foi the iiisli ittion of >oiith ili n t h(I mg to any 
pull iihi ciiif niuiiiti Ihcy ax sciiniiari s (or the piitposi (f i nning g(io i 
(ill ills to lli( stite, and as such they arc undt t the immt dtare supcimtciidincf 
and (lirtL lu 1 of tivxl. . 


No. IX'. 

V INQCIRIES, 

TAf follotvtnq hst of inquiries uhich I usually made tn the differ-* 
ent com* tues which i visit^^may probably assist olliet traveUef* 
and mtsstonancs ^ 

1 h at conetptK ns have the people of this country of a supicinc being ^ 

Q lla\( tnty any knowledgeof thesoulof man ^ 
o H iv» thea my nutiona respeiung a fuluie state? 

4 Have tht \ any knowledge of (ri^atiuii ui how the things which they see came 

^iiitoi>( llg ? ( 

5 Hl^ei1hfc\ any notion of a pioiidence, oi nbe government ut an iDMSibl<& 

aiirnt, m htn g > 

Whit opu ions do ihej enUrt iiu res|>etling the hcivnilj l,)dii.s > 

*7 Whit opmioiib li lit they rcspcctiiitr tin txtt nt ol the Woild ^ 

8 Hi Vi the> any kiuiyl^dgeof olhei count ije*'^ 

9 Is there iny th ng pet u> si in nc dispositions of their childirn ’ 

10 Hhw do they tieat their cirildi^n > 

1 1 Whst are the amii^y|]^'ts of then hildrcn ^ 

12 "t^hatsie the ( nipU\ nuiits of llitii imith^ 

11 Oopixnt t,iw i itiotiiution lo UitL ehi dien ^ 

14 Aie llu V s» icie m pun slnnf Inea ehitlren > 

1 » J)i uu jitb e\\t aoiOUo them? « 

In Do th< «r uisiry, iiid whri istneforiA?! 

17 Whit di'-c iseaarc they aubjobt to ^ 

1 8 Jtn anv inerlecipee used by tUam ! 

39 A I e iriy jperatiohv op Uuf b^jr pf^rturrnniJny tbam ^ 

,fl0 Wli it lb done fpr a brokevi liinb> ^ 

2l lft*w do they ri( 4^ then sic^ ^ ^ 

2 i II do iney spr>< ar ai\cAfiV at the approach of death ? 

‘ ^ow are they atfecter^ by be death frielids ? 

24 Whab»are the ^ircnionics t f thetr funora'b ? 

25 Haie they any formi, or n ligt us rites arnongVhtm*' 

!^6 is any tbing^like ^ficberaft piaeti^ed ' ^ 
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27 Do they ever travel to oth^ land-* ? 

28 Ht\6 they any tiaditions tnion;; them’ 

2*^ Have they any knowk doC ot ibrir responsibility for their acti >ns ■* 

30 Are they quarreKume ’ 

31 Is It diftcutt tu bnnft parties to a leco oiltAtton? 

32 Are they di«>poae<l to use uieaus to reconcile iho^who have quirrelled > * 

33 How do i>LrsoDS tfbiip»iior talents diM ivem iir? 

34 Ar'< any monuments oi iiitiquitv^xi«tiiig omoiipthem 
*35 Bo they go to uar with then m it^nbours ’ 

36 1Vh4t aie the ordinal y caust's irf their wais ’ 

37 What are the results of tht ir wai s r i 

38 Do they take pus iieis in war ? 

59 How are ih< &e treated ’ 

40 Does slavery of iny kind exist ainon| them ** 

41 Is ivili/atioii on ih^ nciease oi dc«-reibc among theiy ? 

42 I>o any of the n itiW'. e\ i \ isit Cape } 

43 What 11 fliiemehaa sncIi a juuiney oiftln m ? 

44 Ho they complain mui li of ttiui hait(ships> 

45 Whal arc thi ii spii\imcnts respecting the civiiired ’ 

46 Aie there aUv lemirk lU UJ»tanee« of hdehty or Ut ochery anii iig them ’ 

47 Flow do they gem i «i*y tieat stian«eis ^ 

48 Arp they cr n • to th* biiite tie ition ’ 

4*> 1) il fi'.e at o liK »h€ Ssa coast go h Jh«hiiig > 

50 Hot! 1(1 tin V ' itc h gi Of ’ 

51 \i( ih y 111 lined t n i lU manner* ai d cusliiir s of people moie civiN 

* i/( d III in * m«( hes * 

5’ An tl e^ ind Ic cn itistnous’ • 

T) th i^iel indue cn uls, fu pertuiv motisf s to ludit ti\ ? 

Is Old 41 , c mnn ii imo Jt them, ind he w lu the i^cd tienttd ’ 

^1 > I) 1 they Hike i iv provision h • the t « iily The y aie lO ImcTTi iichiiid ’ 

56 H 1 t they my method oi makiUe aident spuits’ 

0*1 \S\ It an then 'unusemenls ? 

5S W hat IS supposed to be tluir popultnion •* 

58 \\ nt jS the (.xunt id tl% country ^ 
t)0 ‘lA h-ct IS tlip nilurc ol then government^ 
bl U ivi tluj any commerce ^ 

AVhit irt eks do they exchange, and wliat do they receive m return ? 

63 ilavi they any toinis atbiitlis, miri^»j,es, and funeral*’ 

I — . II ■ ?.7 ■ * 


No. X. 

MISSIONIRIES IN SOUTH AFRICA* 


N 'lines. 

• Stations. 

Native Countrv. 

IS Al Jill 1C HI 

Nnmac qua Country w 

Suabia ^ 

Avochsun 

Gi iqua Country 

Pnjfland 

Bakkfh 

S elJenboah # 

Ifotlaril 

'Bauii ct 

Theopolis • 

tngian i 

CORNPIl 

Be iheMorp \ 

Dima* at a. 

haNLft 

Nam cqna Country ^ ^ 

Anspdch. 

Hi iM 

Orlam Kraal, ClHat River 

Miiktenlvrgh 

1 SN7 

Gricaa Countiy 

Hollund, 

Kramlii 

J alwch Droady 

Do, 

AIcssla 

B^Mlsdnrp 

Hesse. 

• • Pacalt 

l^ge Hottentq^ Kraal 

BohemtaP 

Keaii 

JPthelsdorp 

jEnutumb 

SElDENrADEE 

Z*'^rbrak itraal 

Sfeise-i 

&Mir 

Bushmen Coanpi^ 

Holland. ^ 

bCHMELEM 

Natnai qua Counti y 

Han0ver» 

bass 

Orlam Kraal, Great fUver*P;tcrria. 


Thom , Cape-town 

ViBRicHa’ Theopotis 

Vos Rodszand 

W iMMKR Bctbelsdorp 


Scollarjfim 

Saxony. 

Austria, 




plicco, or large farm', about three miles in ^tent every way. •j' Erven means hereditary pobSCSFiojis. 

+ Morgen, or about two acres of land. 
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' No. XII. 

Vnsohaled %'onttibuimts 9ecetvr<f during^ the Journey^ in 

Aid of it. 

At Bithdsdi^/ 

FROM William Vilcnimc, sen Jin loui of '\e oxrn fioin^elbchdorp to 
* CrMiam « to^tn 

From Williun \alentinc, jun t^chc oxtn from ditto to ditto. • 

Irom dill lint persons, the loan ot tHchil oxen fiutn Griborn^» toun to 
Grnaf Revnpt 

I iQUi othir';> the loan of tueuty oxen^fur the whole jouiniy » 

. • 

f Jt ao f R( ijiH t md Snntbef if . • ^ 

Mr Kichcrer, in* suull kij of bpnits, oni bag of bison ditto diicd 
finit 1 

Mr 111 ndritk ^'l M tj «!, one c i-^k of wine, one sai k of Horn, om diito btscu ta , 
on)i£; " ind Icinuii4 • 

Vin lirdfii, oni hoiitP, ten hives, two clieists, one sliLcp, vife* 

tihli 

Mr I isi ti I mil host, one In rhccbe. 

1h irul foul (loui» i iic ditto Ixi id, twoshup, vtgctablis 

» ± 

• iiiiqua (\ *ntrif. 

i\ urn K k ^1 f«i jn chifl,) and people ot (inqiu town tbc Ir in i>f Onity 
c SMI tiorn tlic <1 111 Rivet to (jiioiu Ijwii, tnd tin trt>iT/i (jiiqiu town to 

li II isti 

Ad III k, oiu ov for slaughter. ^ 

r I III, 1.1 (iiiqui chief,) ind piopfcol fltnlca«tle, loan of thirty oxen horn* 
1 11^1 sh Totd to Read Ford in the Gnat Rivri 

Ditto, thiiU osen from MiUlareen riv«r to Griquatown. 

Jhtto, th ilv o\en from &i qua town to \ inis Place 

Dit'o, i nntitn uxtu fium \ lear'- Pint to Orlam Kriil, f*reat River 

} loni difli I lit pcibons, unt s u k and i*hiU i f iloui 

Adim Kok fin IRiidriil, and Cupido Kok, truelled as i$yerpr^t(is, with- 
/ut pi V melt from Gr qua* town to Iittakoo and Malapcf t/e f a juuiricy ot 
i\ VI (ks, , 


• ^Lattakoo. 

Kin.r M lUrht , a*presOiit of Uo oxen 


Orlam Kiaal, Grail <5if, 

( orni 1ms Kok, jun. a presen^ of a youn^ bull for slaughter • loan of fodrtAi 
oxen to Pi lU o * • 

Ml Albii ( ht, Pella, loan pf jprty oxen to Silver Foantam, aciObs an extensive 

d< St 1 1 

Cjit^Unskok, sen. Silver^untam^ thirty oxen fbrt*i(> <)ass’joutne} . 
r,us 1 ler, a boor at Krojhelberg; ioatFof twentyTfuur oxea foF onedapu 
join 11 } ^ ^ 

Mrs Smith, at Joiir-and^w^nticth River J^four loaves, butter, ind nulk. 4 
Mr. Ofikru^dt, President of the Burghei^,^U4te, and faniily, Cape-town, a 
vanity gi articles necessary for tl^ journey, ‘ ^ 
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•Mr. Casper Hammes, jiin. Cjpc*tuw», repaired the waggons, gratif, after 
the journey. r. ' * 

j The boors bf Sncuherg, of wlium wore purchased fifty sheep for 9 hundred rix 
dollqf^s for the y, sent me an iulimation hy Air. Kicherer, on my return 
to Capp^owo, <hat tIkS./ designed t 6 rcumi the money, th|ough him, to the 
Socieiv* 

THie house of Afr. Onkn^yclt, and .'iTtf’rwards of Mr. Kenneth Duncan, his 
weie cornfortntiCc hojues t(* me, during the wliote of my rc‘<idence at 
Cap^e'town; in the some way was the house of Mr. Knyper, at Stellenbosb, 
during my residence, m itnt town. ^ 

/ have hi^ewise a thousand civilities to acknowledge from other.s, whom l.have 
not named. ^ ^ 

Purchased for and during the journey fifty-three nxeu ; of these. 


.Died 10 

Left b( hind silk 10 

Lost 


One .horse/ lilllced our only one, died in Namacqu.i Irnd, after crossing, the 
desoit. Je 

^ No. XIII. 

Krmarks on Mr, Lichlensiein^s Ohsrrvations rfispecling the Mission-- 
aries in Africa, 

SINCE myjonmal went to pre4s, a quaito volume ba.s been put into my 
' hands, ei titled “Travels in Southern Afiica, by riemy Lichten^'^-n,** (German 
gentleman, that I might have an upportuuity df examining varidhs objections 
whiel' brin::s ^gu'mst our mLshiotis in that copntry. 

TtK/iigh hi^ tiavd s, relatiul in that volume, were dbofiped to the rolonyt or that 
part of Africa inhabited by Hottentots and Dutch farmers, yet his hook contains 
Yiiiich lofurmatiim concerning, the sla^ .of affairs when tbe colony was und>*r the 
Butch (loveinment. 

In page H'), he speaks of a stttam misiionarCje having completely spoiled 
the ladies of Rodezand, (a village about lusty miles frpm tbe Capp.) because 
they bad laid aside what he terms the lively "feelings Si youth, and betaken 
themselves to prayer and praising of God, contrary, ashe«ays, to Mi,e wishes of 
tlitir regular clfigyman, who encouiaged chi'erfulness amuug ihe 50 Mng people. 
He did so,; andjsonu times at the <'xpense of the 1 issionaries, one iii«!tancc of 
which will explain hjs turn uf mind; One uf our Dutch misKiouancs was rif- 
tremely avcisc lu li-'ing on hors«*-back, as it shoiA his fee id frame almost to 
piec<“.a. This de,' orv man determined, however, that he should l.ave a ride to 
Arc 'i^-nglv^, he sent for the missionaiy, in great haste, on a L- rd’s 
day niornink au<l mionr.ed him, that heliadjust received an order from the 
Governor, desiring him to come to Cape.tuwo lo ' onversc vuth him on some point 
‘conn>:clef) with his work, and a horsr. vas ready fur him to mount. 'J'he poor 
youeg-mail, frum his anxit^y ^bnut this order of the Governor, got ready ni a 
jew in iiutes, and with fear atid^trembhrig fur the cdn.scqueuces of a ride, mounted 
tie horse, and tin cK •j;'yn[i^n had the >atisiartion to see him in motion bifore he 
ili'nriSfJf moonied the i>iilpit. HomVer, he thought the njist.ien;u'y h'ld 

beerf suffirientl^ jolted^ he dispatched a min t^er him, to inforn him (hat (h^ 
whole WriS a hoax. ^ ^ ' jl > 

' 1 h'.d also an opportunity 'hf visii'ng the at Rodezand, and must say 
■that J wijbneSstd as EUirh Vivacity among them as ainong any 

ir^her ladies in the colony, though wet manlfbstlM the manner that Mr. f.. 
^'os(,anproved, by attefdfpir dancing pn Ales. Nor did 1 find (hi^m sucli < rieinies 
ik> music as ^JlO repr^sdd'ti them ^ior I witncKS^ many of . htin assemlled in the 
fimisa. '^pur misskmary, w^'«r«rt 1 iere was .ni org.ia phying; and they 
cmploytyiMh^singing with it, bkt the words Were hymns. 

Mr, L; qp^otll]^, blames tbe missionaries ft>r perverting the taste of the ladies of 
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Ubdezand, but*Jike«istf of the foi mfer clcrjcyman, who, he say«, was ipioraiit afiA 
iHiterate. and preached the ibStrine of cveiy one devoting himself e'll'in ly to thff 
salvation of his own$oul; a doctrine, he says, not only utterly d(;«triu;uvc of all 
social 'ifTecihtn, l^it even of all attention to the nectss^ry occiipitlons cf life* 
Whateiei this eleigy man might be, ' hi-, doctrine wasact^rdiui; to seiiptiirfi, oniy 
tak tig ihe woiJ eutudy in a tesuicted sense. He could not mean, that they 
were not to atten 1 to the necessai'y diUtusol lif . to direct their chief 
tion to lhat most important of all concents, eV( Hasting ha(mine>» of tlleir 
^Qwn sovils — “ Tiic one thing npedfuL” m 

\Vhen 1 V' sited .the clergyman wliom Mi, L. rrpn scuts a> condemning the 
piety of the ladies of Itodczaiid, time before Ins death, insteal of speak- 

ing against the conduct of our ini>si mjiry there,* he spoke highly hi comoKuda* 
tion of him, and fieelv consented to our simding iTi*^sn)narir>sti> the tiedar moun- 
tainsy a distai t and very destitute putt of his di-i.iu-r. 'tt the same tiri^ 1 do 
not cull in question the, \oraeitv of Mi /I - i?i what he says of hi,- scntiinrutg, for 
he was a man «!'.* delighted in drollcrt ; .i.ni t])»> cdIoii^.* al)i>iiiid4 Hitli fiunous 
anecdotes rcspeo'ioc him. tVhcUw r his i^i.H'.ry was suitrihle lojLiie i-fliee he sus- 
tained, Heave io *iie ju<liitu‘ iii uf Him win i'ur he is gone. ' 

In page 235) ' Ir. I^eht< nst«*in o/ioiami, s his rcin.nrks on UethelMlorp and 
Vandi^rkemp. 'rh.it sctlhirncat, n should he recollected, was l’u*n but lately 
begun ; lie says it was^hen alKoit a mile nnd a halt from Algoa buy, now it is 
about eight miles. He .speaks of the Hoiteiitct houses being mean, which mi- 
doiditediy they must have hetnj however he allows that by means- of ihc iu« 
slructiouR they iccciveJ, fioni being notous and t|(,iibh‘>.oiue, they wcic becoiim 
peaceable, lii the cui cccding page he assert « ** mat thn mjility winch might 
have been, and ought to have been ileiivcd from it, wa.s lo‘‘L by the piQU& 
spn'it^ and proud hum'ihty of its bend,’* Whatever Mr. h. may mean by thiiJ 
ftra-ngc expression, the real ojiasc had not occurred io him. I'he Doctor, as his 
friend Mr. Read iufortned me, had no knowh dgc of ugrioulturc ; and having 
formed, early in life, habits of clos** study, he bad no taste, for held labour j ha 
left It toothers; and iiod^ubt Hi rough this defect Hie iiiRtn^thirj gieatly sulfcr* 
cd : but his piety or zeal for the salvathm of tbo llolten!ot.s had no concern ia 
producing or continuing this defect, religion revealed in the MewTesU- 
iiient can never be ail obstruction to tAe tc'inporal good of mankind, but uuist« 
have an opposite tendenejr; at the same time defects in its teachers may be 
unfavourable lo these. ♦ 

In the sam<^ page he iiiftvrms us timttbc Hottentots under pr.. Vandcikemp 
“ sang praises to God, called upon by prayer, were fuarldy penitmt for 
their sins, and conversed of the Lamb ol atoruanens yet none were real/y the bel- 
ter for it.’* Will any man |ii'bo feais Gnd, aud bclievcfl' his wu|d, i^lieve this ? 
Impossible ' They might not have better houses, more heids, oi* mure cattle » 
but if they were luaridy penUent fur pu'tt sins, aiirj loved to talk of the atoning 
Lamb of GoiT, they must have been bett'er men and women iiathe Hgh^^of God* 
and of ail wise and good men; things which .\ppcar e*c«^*nt ip,Alr '‘H 
Cod, are olu n despised by dhose who are unfriendly to true godlnoi^ss. . ^ 

1 obscive also that fiom what this author writc.s, the reader iiiiglit euppose^ 
that pcrsiins coming to missionary MJitlcifcnts are supported by the mlssionarii^fil 
but the public may rest assured ihat no part of tbi^^.^aciety’s funds is appropriatedl 
to such A purpose^ ; and the uussionaiies are unable lo do it : of necessity tll4ro 
fore e\cry one coming to them iiiusl iii someway paovide for himself, dnde^it 
wuul ) he extietneiy sinful to support in iditiiess such as aie able to wofk$ %)t 
' having few wants they can more; easily support themself es than Koro|>eans. 

The lep ot which Mr. Licbceii^teio heard while bia work was in the press, of 
Dr. V. havi.'g married a veri young sfave, whose froedom, with jlhat-of her 
inutlkcf’b he had parcbaseili la correct; bi^ the rest of th« fep*rt I iKtlie^e to bo 
iiicoircct, VIZ. that they did not live together as man and wtfa, for he htisjj|(s£liii 
bt hind him, by her, two &nd(|pys, one I think about y-jars of age ,^id 
other MX, t'l whom ana (hdfjnother he hu^q'i'^athed his property. The trtftbf 
is. th^ Doctor was »n ecceiitriO man, and did eccentric things^ whie^ ttJs not dir/ 
busihesa’to vindicate. * i « 
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No. XIV. , 

REMARKS ON JOURNAL OF A RESIDENCE IN INDIA.’' 
liliAi thr printer h(uj^ veurfy finished this Appendix^a friend com- 
munieuted to me a paragraph transcribed from the Juurnal of a 
in ImliM, hji Miss Maria Graham, page 176, This 
seems, spent t^(*\v,days a/ Cape- town, in her way to In- 
dia, and tSilhno other data than Jtimsy reports, she is bold enough 
to offer to the public the most gross misrepresentations of ^he * 
lahoriohs missionaries in South Africa, Her words arc these : 

AJOS']' of the Afiioan tiiissioftaries when they go into the inlerior, collect a 
tube (tf savnges roiimi them, Hho are wilting to he anrj tu pray ami 

sing ptilrir., as long as the missionaries* ftore of brandy lasts ; but when that is 
dv'iie, ^hey leUirn to tluir native habits, only more wretched from the artificial 
wants ciCated by a partial aeqiiaiiitunce with Enropeanr The Moravians, on 
contrary, in-ji nu t their proselytes to rnfif com, to lear dunie^tii^ uiiimal':, ami to 
niatiufacinro articles of \anotis kinds, whb h are brought to Cape •^ nvn and sold • 
and with the pioduoe, coarse stuffs fjt clotinng, and raw iiif,teiials Irir the mann- 
factures arc bought. IJaviug thus laid a foundation for understanding the neces- 
sity of moral regulation, by introducing the comforts of ^ society, the Moravians 
preach Chi iMianily, witli an inoaicni.'ible advantage over those blind eiithiisMstp, 
who, ne'jloctiiig to prepare their eonvcits for the helitf of leal Chiistianitv, bv 
shewing tliein the atKantages to he deiited from the practice it en)Oin>, addressi 
thernM ives to their passions and their' credulity, and btibe them into baptism, 
only to lea\e f'cm in a worse state ti*an that in which they found them.*' ’‘Jury 
tiai of a Uciidencp iw 176. 

The foregoing paces of this work, to^clher witl^ the observalions^n Liehten* 
stein’s tiavcls, afford so full a refutation of Miss fJrahain’h slanders, -as to len- 
der fuither reiuart^unnc cossaiy. The reader wdl^perceive bv what has been 
said of Ih thelsilorp, Vjiiqua town and other places, that the M'ssioiianes urc 
' anxious to promole the civiliziation of the natives ; that they have suci’Cedt d, in 
vaiions instances, to as great an exieil7"^H could be reasonably expected in the 
‘time; and that far greater degrees of cultivation maj; be confidently ^oked for, 
Ci\ili/,-ition is much slower in its progress than the inexperienced aic inclined to 
Suppose. It IS easy tu say, might not this and the other thing be introduced 
among the unci' ili/ed ^ but many are the obstacles which cannot b'-- foreseen bv 
jicopic uiidecostuined to intercourse will'' u rude and undisciplined race, Jt is 
really cruel for a writer lluis wantonly, and on mere tea-table authority, to tra- 
tlnee the eharacia* of tliose worthy and laborious nieii(.wlii) have relinquished the 
C(»mf rl!jof Eiifonean life, for the purpose of instruetiiig savages- Her insinua- 
troiis about bribiim by the braui’y biAfle are as false as they are nor n 

she bettf infurmm/Vuiicerning the methol pursued by the Moravian Missionaries 
^*';**7 rltjyfirsl civilize in order' to christir.iiize, as she suggests ; they have 
^luiifoimly oiuiUecled them tefjether ; /.iidjliave, fuui^l that by the prcachi 'g of 
^^heetuss of Clni't, accompanied by example, and other pradical reconimenda- 
tiuns of Christianity, many of their dlMfiipI « have been gradually improved, and 
led to lay a^ide their javagr inamici'ii, and to become in every sense, ** new 
'Crealure‘5.’* 

5{;‘he Moral 'an^i have only two missi^inry stations in South Africa, and both 
these ill lhe vicinny of Cape-town, + while tlic Mi'-’sionary Stieiitybave more 
than twelvp, and many o^lhese very remote^ of ooni'^e the former have all kiinls 
of supplies at hand, and caPi wUb much freater facility hold communicatiaiui 
with tbeir friends in England and at tb« Cape : ibis no doubt gives them a pecu- 
liar advantage, i^4iicb t am far from i(;gretting. i 

A ^person in Ca]ie-tow^ complaining to fine of the wretchedness of Bethel';- 
;.dorp, 'said that on his arrival there^ though nnicfi fatigued by his journey, he 
Gould not precure one glass c»f spiritrin the whole settlement. 

f So ilHifllormed was M(V>s QiUham concenihlg i he Missionaries, that she af- 
firms, page 179 of h^r Journal, that the Aforavian establishment of flottciitots 
is a few hundrd(^it1efi from Cape-town,*’ whereas one of their, station^; is only 
tliirty miibSi an^ w other sixty milco from that town. 
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• . No. XV. 

1.KTTKRFROM MR. sCHMKLKN, .V.\MACf^lMr..VNI). 

Having rcqucsi^d Mr, Sc/nnr/*‘jt, missioiinnj JJliff: ama^ina* 
iand^ to explore the month of the Great Hirer, Great Nauiueiptu- 
I land, and the Damara ionutrp, hr undertook this dan^ 

germis journei/. But not Itaring funwueiird of for several montjfii, 

, jlhhift) apprehensions were ^ilertained a> to his sujBft, Thest\ 
Imwerer^ have been happih relieved^ bp a letter just nrelred front 
hitp^ ; an ext roe I from wUa h follows 

hi [i ,ir. ('ll ■ (it yamacqiiii Co’oh'i't, 

* ./-i/j/ 29, ISU. 

o MY il.ifL'il Mav I ha w onu' to haiul, I ihi'in of <»pii.ion, 

♦hat -attcr I '•houl'I ln\f‘ liin^in <1 my jounu-y r.i ifio Nam » 4 :(iiri 1 oln^i-Ul 

If till II i') tho he.:iiia pm ^^<*1 Hp . hiU.sinpf' l«M'ab thio', i ilu*< 

Afmaiur fi js mule y in <^11 aih.iui ilu^ (juat Namaotnwi^, ‘h'shoyi *1 

a vf 1 il of !l)f ir iiLi a.il.-^aii'l •.toW fi mmim of Mini I'uH h* ai.fi 

f'fMp m .Iff- Of tt aiM’i iMno M*atn !v an\ Moi - i > !i\o i\j>on. 'I'lo y lia'O tahsO 
m ihf pKo’c V horo I oow ni*. ptoph*, witii anotip-i' chiof Palloil 

lutrivM iri(‘ not fo foi^ilv tln*m in tiioir presnit i irnaniNl. Map's. 
AfiUMiii'i has tcirillnl 'i.nii hy a pu-Nsajp, thipat'iuna: Ih.il In* wioilii lojiuj 
i' <! lake >. i Mi- i '•ki '-to in.ikp .sl,o*-^'nf ; ili.il In; winU* nit olVilioii o-*i tU, anil 
5 tn v't fiK woirnt. t o. ir Tlicy smilai riK'J, iliat lii'.’y say if i 

K m.' t‘i< O’, tl'.p.V n mo\e litili.fly fi(»m tli»; i-uiintry. - 

"* Y hni I ]»'‘rMA oflli s., I wnt» (o the abone of Ati oaiier, in o*. i to 

*■ i! h I iiu, J^5'l It to lO'tifrr ptm* ; l»ui bcioi^ I i.'’a;’ln*(l Ills k. i.il, ho 

i. ot 1- 1; iiouic for hoioin! (Jays, aiiJ cuvmu'staiiocs 5\uii!<l o...t allOA ai'.“ l> Sol!ow 

it III. 

‘‘ iKave rpci'Vt'il ,i lettoiTrow bi'otlu'i Hilin,'i.it o : tiin'^iJfi' vM^ln-.l.* fcil’ 0 \t» 
fiiun )>i- pi i-sp'it ''aiioniOM .> 0 ( ntint ot i bp rxtn nu* K** .it of tht* i>’ac '\iii‘5i '!» lu-^ 
I'liiovis <'• t slK'ciithj and <|i‘faiinj 4 a place inari' an \ , and n.*.\rerUit» 

“oa. I fia^e vviitlCH to Kirn, that if li^ ooiitiiiufd pi tlu» saiin; innid, licni'^ot# 
t o iiiio'on' a n.i sion ne^r t^' rooufi) of the r>mit Knor, l« ivliiph 1 picsiirncd 
tiioiii' i K'.ul .out till- 11 iv( toi'a vvoo.d liive iiu ohjiation. if bn th'T lit Iriif 
•.lo'ujd df . I IP tins pp/pi '^al, s<jioc otlior loj '.'^loii.iry should bo nl tlntloa by the 
tm>i (jpp.nUMWty . 'f wvi unro laisMondii^ an* it'nuisitc foi tin* (’hn fs, Tsjumup, < 
'Isjiiwimip, and Karranian, whom 1 tiaw snai and viiib. I'li.'S are * 

V4I-, lit ^jMiiii.s of bi'jii;: iii/|sioli II, and .no iiO<v on Mien w.jy l Av;yrl-i Mioast 
la miiani, wiiu’ti ib tiu ir .'.t ci tymtiiiy, about thiiv d.iys’ jouiuoy Woui iicin t*. I 
Ji.-.t in.l M ni Mu_ }i'do< loysfli, h.il inuc hoard fyi.ii tho»e ulio have liveil there 
S-mit ye ITS. thai ii is .i fjioper piace for a im.S'iionary >'t?^un. I linok lh.it 
in!.Sb'oi..«i ifs s:'.(juld not b»* fi i'jhti'i^aJ aw ly by thi* lO.n inf's oi 'litu a' l. 
but bol'lJy eiilt r in otiiv TmIJI of tin- l.oid, b\ lievir;^ tbul he is avt. to fiioiect- 
tbt m Imii all <1 .nt'ti; . • 

“ On till- ISih of M iv I left the iirnil eont-nnariv tr.iv-dlinfj nolthwardf 

though with !£rrat ddlicultys nul I w'i> not .ihle oome ne.ii the se.*!. on ac< 
count of the liiouiitaMis" dud lln* Sr.irf'iiy of wai. r. uneMines I Irivr l)C> 11 it) a 
d b'lial wilderness for a foiliiigjit toe. ihei, witlrmt me tinyoin* human eitatiire. 

J nontiiiiu’d ’nenliiii" norlli as far as it p.issihle, vvl'nii oti fin* tiflli of Jui^ 1 
pould pioie. d no f'.irtliii, and was obliged lo luin uiy wAgfrun southwaid. 1 was 
tiii'i) cntiit'ly ''iiriounded by* wars, yet the L >rd picservod me and my people 
iroiii all danger. 

“ Uiwve not seen any considerable iounttfin, cx'*cpt thatjwhei; I hon? ajn,; but 1 
h.ive heaid of.soipe very good ones, m and near the GaiidcininH{> country’ j sm'* 
ol one liver railed Kootiip : .ij^d tiier^inust be a h a veil somewhere, wheie sltip-s ” 
ancli->r; and ilie chief of the Daiiiar.i eoipjyy li-ld me of an island near that^ 
country* where ships .soinctiiiics anchor, and exchange their iron for the cattle 
of the natives. * ^ » * 

[ diall add Ihp names of the sevcial tlii'. fs whom I have vis'ded oh my journey 
since [ l(M Pcilai DaN^ii Barly lives at tt.c iuou'lUoI the Great River Flercmiiis; 
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GREVr NAMACQU.4S. 

f Kobu« rrMlorioV — »hf»ie I now rriside 

Naniimiat} . J^oirriS'i rnnp— 'much pt*0|)l»». ^ 

Kriumiiup ariiM|»(rn'UI»Jioi wearero) — much people* 
, JJ iik^iuimap— Koo Kuo^ip. 

Tb*ti)inap. 

'1 sau^amap * 

Kanhinap. 

JKajrauiap. 

Airna)). 

Kaniiiaa— Tsawxep. ' 


JVith all th<^«ic* 1 ha\f convf r^^, and find tb«m very desironi; of br jrns H.- 
fHiuctcd , but 1 ha\i* not pioper pintf *' r them all to betth at I think that 
the c?e of the Oinelftrs nl^*^t l^e more duerted to il c ridi River, for a iiiuir»-> 
tiidf of ptu^de tlieic in the diy ^a&on. 

,** Jhe pntiiulatb ol my louuu^ I '&bill bcnd by the liibt c/portunity jR<» 
tnembei mt in youi prayers bt lore God. ^ 
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